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ANNALS OF INQUIRY

IT’S TIME TO RETHINK THE IDEA
OF THE “INDIGENOUS”

Many groups who identify as Indigenous don’t claim to be first peoples;
many who did come first don’t claim to be Indigenous. Can the concept
escape its colonial past?

By Manvir Singh
February 20, 2023
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The term was shaped by social-evolutionist thinking; white settlers used it to designate the “primitive”
other. lllustration by Lauren Peters-Collaer
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