5 MISTAKES TO AVOID
WHEN RESTORING A

TRULLO
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A BRIEF GUIDE TO THE
RESTORATION OF PUGLIAN
TRULLI

The trulli of Puglia are among the most
extraordinary and captivating examples of
vernacular architecture in Italy. Recognized as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, they exemplify a
perfect integration of human ingenuity and the
natural landscape. Originating in the Valle d’ltria,
trulli are easily identified by their iconic conical
stone roofs, constructed using the ancient dry-
stone technique—a testament to the artisanal
craftsmanship passed down through generations.
These structures are not only remarkable historical
artifacts but also serve as an early example of
bioclimatic architecture, designed to adapt
seamlessly to the Mediterranean climate. Their
unique characteristics make them a model of
sustainability:
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Natural insulation: The thick limestone walls
provide exceptional thermal insulation, keeping
interiors cool during summer and warm in winter.
Natural ventilation: The conical roofs promote
airflow, preventing the buildup of moisture and
mold.

Local materials: Stones used for construction were
gathered directly from nearby fields, ensuring
perfect harmony with the surrounding
environment.

Dating back to the 14th or 15th century, trulli were
originally built as affordable and practical housing
for farmers and craftsmen. The dry-stone
technique, which doesn’t use mortar, allowed for
quick disassembly and reassembly, enabling
adjustments to suit changing needs.

Today, trulli are not only a symbol of the past but
also a valuable cultural and real estate asset. They
are beloved by locals and international visitors
alike, drawn to their rustic charm and the
authenticity of Puglia’s rural heritage. However,
restoring trulli to meet modern living standards
requires meticulous attention to regulations and a
deep respect for their uniqueness.
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REGULATIONS AND
PROTECTION:

A FRAMEWORK FOR
PRESERVATION

Puglia has established strict regulations to
safeguard trulli and the unique landscape of the
Valle d’ltria:

Regional Landscape Plan (Piano Paesaggistico
Territoriale Regionale, PPTR): This framework
mandates that all interventions respect the
historical, environmental, and landscape context,
prioritizing traditional materials and techniques.
Municipal Regulations: Local authorities set
specific guidelines on building heights, volumes,
and permitted materials to ensure historical
preservation.

Mandatory Authorizations: All restoration projects
require approval from municipal, provincial, and
regional bodies, including landscape authorization,
granted only after thorough evaluation of the
proposed plan.
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This guide is designed for those who wish to
preserve the authenticity of these architectural
treasures, avoiding common pitfalls and
ensuring interventions honor their historical
identity and the surrounding landscape.
Restoring a trullo is more than just a technical
task—it’'s a labor of love for Puglia and its
cultural and environmental heritage.

By following the advice below, you'll learn how
to avoid the 5 most common mistakes, ensuring
a restoration process that is authentic, stress-
free, and sustainable.
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IGNORING LAWS
AND REGULATIONS

Trulli are protected by specific laws aimed at
preserving their cultural and landscape value.
What to Avoid

Starting restoration work without obtaining the
necessary permits.

Using modern materials that are incompatible
with traditional construction techniques.

How to Get It Right

Collaborate with an architect experienced in
the PPTR and the specific regulations of the
Valle d’ltria.

Secure all required permits before beginning
restoration.

Hire a local construction company specializing
in dry-stone techniques.
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OVERLOOKING
SIRUCTURAL
INTEGRITY

Often centuries old, trulli may suffer from structural
issues,

such as collapsing roofs or unstable walls.
What to Avoid
Focusing solely on aesthetics while neglecting the
building’s stability.
Using unsuitable materials like concrete, which can
compromise the structure’s authenticity.
Attempting DIY repairs without the necessary
expertise.
How to Get It Right
Conduct a detailed structural analysis with a
qualified professional.
Repair dry-stone walls using original or locally
sourced stones.

o
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NEGLECTING ENERGY
EFFICIENCY

Often centuries old, trulli may suffer from
structural issues,

such as collapsing roofs or unstable walls.
What to Avoid
Focusing solely on aesthetics while neglecting
the building’s stability.
Using unsuitable materials like concrete, which
can compromise the structure’s authenticity.
Attempting DIY repairs without the necessary
expertise.
How to Get It Right
Conduct a detailed structural analysis with a
qualified professional.
Repair dry-stone walls using original or locally
sourced stones.
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COMPROMISING
HISTORICAL AND
AESTHETICINTEGRITY

e Every change made to a trullo must respect its
historical authenticity and original design.

¢ What to Avoid

¢ Adding modern elements, such as large windows
or changes to the conical roof.

e Painting walls with synthetic materials instead of
traditional lime.

¢ How to Get It Right

e Work with heritage conservation experts.

e Use natural lime to maintain the authentic
appearance of the walls.
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DISREGARDING
INTEGRATION WITH
THE LANDSCAPE

Trulli are an integral part of the Puglian landscape,
which must also be preserved.

What to Avoid

Neglecting the upkeep of surrounding olive groves,
vineyards, or dry-stone walls.

Building modern features that disrupt the harmony
of the environment.

How to Get It Right

Restore the dry-stone walls surrounding the
property.

Preserve or plant native vegetation, such as olive
trees and fig trees.

Opt for traditional landscape designs that enhance
the trullo’s aesthetic appeal.
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CONCLUSION

e Trulli are an integral part of the Puglian landscape,
which must also be preserved.

¢ What to Avoid

e Neglecting the upkeep of surrounding olive groves,
vineyards, or dry-stone walls.

e Building modern features that disrupt the harmony
of the environment.

e How to Get It Right

e Restore the dry-stone walls surrounding the
property.

e Preserve or plant native vegetation, such as olive
trees and fig trees.

e Opt for traditional landscape designs that enhance
the trullo’s aesthetic appeal.
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