
 

 

 

    

The  Fly  Line 
Monthly Newsletter of the North Louisiana Fly Fishers 

Established in 1984 

By Dave Whitlock 

First FFI Affiliated Club in Louisiana   June, July, & August  2026 

Summer Edition:  This Newsletter covers, 
June, July, and August 2026 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The North Louisiana Fly Fishers is a com-

prehensive flyfishing club: 

Established in 1984, The NLFF is affiliated with Fly Fishers International and is composed of a 

core group of very experienced fly fishers.  In addition to this group of experienced fly 

fishers is a large population of intermediate fishermen.  Most importantly, the NLFF club 

has a healthy contingent of people just learning how to fly fish who are members of the 

club.  No matter what your skill level, you are welcome to join.  The goal is to help each 

other in the sport.  The goal is also to enjoy the magnificent fly fishing journey.  The sport 

can refresh the soul, mind and spirit.  Come join us on the journey. 

 

6 Main components of the NLFF: 

1) Education:  We teach all aspects of skills and techniques associated with 

fly fishing.  Casting, rod assembly, knots, fly ID courses, line management, 

gear reviews, and safe wading are just a few of the topics addressed.  

2) Destination Programs: We provide programs and lectures on ideal lo-

cations to fly fish.  Secret locations, easy wading river bottoms, rivers, 

ponds, lakes and streams are all presented.  Some close, some more dis-

tant.  We also share current fishing reports. 

3) Fishing Trips:  We organize trips to rivers, streams, ponds and lakes.  

We fish cold water and warm.  We even offer salt water trips. 

4) Fly Tying: We offer complete fly tying instruction.  We provide you all 

the tools you need to tie you own fly, plus a one on one instructor.  

5) Social Activity and Community involvement:  The NLFF has given 

back to the community with involvement in Veterans Projects, Reel Recov-

ery, Refuge summer camps, and more. 

6) Travel: We support, participate, and travel to regional fly fishing con-

ventions, and gatherings.  

Cover Photo:  No, this is not pornography.  This is Mark, John, and Scott 

demonstrating how to fix leaky waders with a leaf blower.  



 

 

Laid-back Monthly Event ( Tuesday June 2nd )….. 

Brews and Bugs 

What could be better than tying a few flies, hearing a few nuggets of fishing wisdom, and sipping a 

fantastic local brew (nonalcoholic beverages also available) in a classy atmosphere. Come out for this 

relaxing and enjoyable monthly break from the normal routine.  Bring you spouse or significant other.  

If they do not tie flies, they are welcome to take along any craft they enjoy.  It could be sewing, cro-

cheting, painting... Anything. The point is just to get together and enjoy each other’s company.  Discount 

beverages offered to all that tie flies. A food truck is on site with sandwiches and bbq dishes. Beat the 

traffic rush and arrive at 5 PM.  

When: Tues. June 2nd   5-8 PM               

Where: 1251 Dalzell St, Shreveport 71104 

A social time and fly tying practice time at Great Raft Brewery 

1st Tuesday of each month at 5 PM  



 

 

June 9th Monthly Meeting: Part 2 

God created Southwest Arkansas with beautiful mountains, valleys and streams.  The State of Arkan-

sas has turned the whole region into a playground for fly fishermen and outdoor enthusiasts. 

Come and hear Rush Clay speak on this geologic gem located right in our backyard. There is a lot 

more to it than a few access points on the Little Missouri for trout fishing. 

By Rush Clay 

Double 

Feature! 



 

 

June 9th Monthly Meeting:  Part 1 

How to rig, assemble and 

fish a Dry/Dropper Rig 
By Steve Oliver 

More and more folks are fishing this unique 2 fly rig.  Come and learn simple ways to assemble the rig.  

Learn how to cast it without getting tangled.  Learn importing fishing techniques. 

When:  June 9th at 6 PM 

Where:  Red River Refuge (150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City 71112) 

Steve Oliver Presents: 



 

 

June 18 

Fly Tying Lesson at Bass Pro 

Brett Rowell Presents: 

The Gurgler 

Actual photo of giant 

bream caught by Brett 

on  a Gurgler fly.  

Beginners:  Don’t miss this fly tying lesson.  It is perfect for folks new to the art.  If you need equipment the club can 

provide you everything you need. Advanced Tyers: Come and knock out a few of these fish catching machines.  

When:  June 18th.  Casual tying starts at 5 PM.  Lesson starts at 6 PM 

Where: Bass Pro in the fly shop (sometimes we move to conference room near shoe dept upstairs) 



 

 

Private Casting Lessons Offered... 

Jeremy Poirier is offering begin-

ning, intermediate, and ad-

vanced casting lessons in a no 

pressure one-on-one setting. 

Everyone can fine tune their cast.  

This is your chance to make last-

ing improvements. 

There is no cost for the lessons to 

NLFF members. 

Contact Jeremy to arrange your 

one-on-one lessons at 318-751-

8224 

By Jeremy Poirier 



 

 

Summary of 
June 

NLFF Events:  
• Tuesday June 2nd: Brews and Bugs at Great Raft 

• Tuesday June 9th:  Monthly meeting 

• Thursday June 18th:  Fly Tying Lesson at Bass Pro 

• June 20th:  Day trip to Kisatchie Bayou (if you would 

like to attend, and have not signed up, contact Keith at 

318-218-3232) 

 



 

 



 

 

As I travel to other fly fishing clubs I have observed an interesting element of other fly club meetings:  

Fly Tying throughout the meeting.  This brings a whole new element of depth to a fly fishing meeting.  

It may be a little quirky, it is interesting, it can be beautiful and can help others in their tying journey. 

The meeting room will be open early (at 5:30).  Bring your vise and set up.  Then tie the evening long! 



 

 

Helpful information on how we program our 
fly fishing meetings: 

We Strive for each of our regular club meetings to have something for everyone.  

We do not want to waste your time.  We need you at the meeting, and we want to 

make the monthly meeting worth your while to attend. 

Each meeting will have three components: 

1) Technical (6 to 7PM)   This is a very practical topic to help you have a more en-

joyable day on the water.  For example, it might focus on handy knots to tie, more 

efficient ways to cast, The best leader and tippet designs., etc..  Anything to help 

you at the ground zero hands-on level of fly fishing. 

 

2) Club Business (approximately 7PM to 7:15 PM) 

3) Inspirational   ( Starts at approximately 7:15 PM)  This portion of the meeting is 

often on fly fishing destinations.  They may be local, regional, or more distant.  

But we try to make it a practical trip for you to embark upon.  It could also be 

about the Red River Refuge or other topics such as conservation.  This portion of 

the meeting is like a little vacation in the middle of the week for your mind.  

Hopefully it excites you to get out there and cast a line in the beautiful water that 

surrounds Northwest Louisiana.  

All scheduled times are subject to shift a bit.  Just come at 6 PM and enjoy the evening. 



 

 

Recurring Events: 

 

Monthly Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the Month at Refuge. (Except 
Oct.. That is our annual banquet and is at Shanes on Mansfield Rd) 
 

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Red River Refuge in the Con-
servation Conference Center at 6 PM.  Bring your fly tying equipment to 
meet ings and come tie flies. 

 
Red River Ref- uge, 150  Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City LA   71112  

Next to last Thursday:  Monthly  Formal Fly Tying Lesson at Bass Pro: 

Come join us for a enjoyable evening of fly tying at Bass Pro on the next to last Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM. .  If you are new to fly tying this is a great 

place to start.  We  provide you with a vise, tools and materials to tie your first few flies.  If you are an experienced fly tyer, come and demonstrate your skill.  

We always enjoy sharing new and different techniques.  

The fly tying session is organized in a lesson format.  An instructor chooses a fly that is a guaranteed fish catcher in the Ark-La-Tex.  The lesson follows the pro-

cess of constructing the fly step by step. An experienced floater tyer is available for those that desire a little extra assistance.  

   It is the charge of the North Louisiana Fly Fishers to afford the general public and our members in particular, a better understanding 

of Fly Fishing, Fly Tying, and Rod Building. We wish to perpetuate the sport as a most pleasurable and exciting fishing method and pro-

vide education, instruction and the opportunities for relaxation to the membership. 

   The North Louisiana Fly Fishers (NLFF) Club serves the Ark-La-Tex area surrounding Shreveport. As the closest cold water fishery, we 

consider the Little Missouri (Little’ Mo) River near Murfreesboro, AR our home waters . We also fish the local rivers and lakes. We even 

have a growing group of kayak fishermen that, as well as the local rivers and lakes, will fish the gulf coast marshes for some saltwater 

action! 

   We meet the second Tuesday of every month at the Red River Wildlife Refugee (150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA). Meeting starts 

at 6 pm, tie flies and practice casting when the weather permits. See you there! 

Officers: Steve Oliver:  President 318-349-6411  Mark Chrisman: Treasurer 318-797-8790 

Board:  John Reisz 318-560-5831, Ed Cates 318-560-8675, Brett Rowell 318-207-6097              

Scott Irwin 318-469-0854 

1st Tuesday of the month at 5 PM: Brews and Bugs at Great Raft Brewery 

Come out for a relaxing start to the month tying flies with your friends in a classy environment.  This is the perfect time to practice tying what is taught 

at the next-to-last-Thursday Formal Fly Tying Lesson (held at Bass Pro).  But you can tie whatever you like.  This is also a good time to ask for help 

with any techniques you wish to master.  Alcoholic and nonalcoholic drinks are available .  A food truck is on site with tasty sandwiches and chicken 

1251 Dalzell St, Shreveport LA 71104 

 



 

 

Upcoming programs for 

July and August 

 
(I will not be available to update the newsletter this summer so this newsletter covers 

the months of June, July, and August.) 



 

 

 

July 14th Monthly Meeting:  Part 1 

Incredibly 

Important Knots 

By Lee Hartman 

People are always coming up with innovative methods to tie traditional knots.  New knots are being devel-

oped.  Come and hear innovative ways to tie knots that will simplify your fly fishing experience. 

Lee Hartman has studied these knots.  There are only a few you need to master.  This is the time to do it. 

When:  July 14th Meeting starts at 6 PM  

Where: Red River Refuge (150 Eagle Bend Point) 

Double Feature! 



 

 

July 14th Monthly Meeting: Part 2 

By Mark Chrisman 

We have all been there:  You pack up the truck, head up to the Little Missouri River.  You arrive and find 

the water is gushing through the dam.  You mumble these terrible words to yourself “They are generating!” 

and you curse the sky. 

But your trip is not ruined.  There are plenty of alternative locations to fish within 40 miles of the Narrows 

Dam.  Mark Chrisman points you to some secret Plan B locations to fish.  This is VERY valuable information.  

PLAN B 

When:  July 14th  Meeting starts at 6 PM 

Where:  Red River Refuge (150 Eagle Bend Point) 

Double Feature! 



 

 

August 11th Monthly meeting Part 1  
Double 

Feature A presentation like no other….. 

There is so much more to fly fishing than feeling the tug on the line.  True, that is a major part of it, but 

the sport of fly fishing offers so much more.  Discover unverbalized fly fishing truths at this presentation.  

When:  Tuesday August 11th at 6 PM     Where: Red River Refuge (150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier ) 



 

 

August 11th Monthly Meeting Part 2 

Smallmouth, Bream, and largemouth bass on the Caddo River 

By Brett Rowell 

 

 Double 

Feature 

The Caddo River is a magnificent sight to behold.  Gentle current, clear water, and teaming with fish! 

Come learn when and how to catch them.  It is an absolute fly fishing blast of a good time.   

When:  Tuesday August 11th at 6 PM     Where: Red River Refuge (150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier ) 



 

 

Upcoming Brews and Bugs at Great Raft: 

 

June 2nd 

July 7th 

August 4th 

Come and join us for a casual evening of fly tying.  All are welcome.  If you need equip-

ment, the club can provide everything you need….even a helper. 

Tyers get discounts on beverages 

A food truck offers delicious offerings 

The camaraderie can’t be beat. 

We start tying at 5 pm and finish up before dark around 8 PM 

When:  The first Tuesday of each month from 5-8 

Where:  Great Raft Brewery (1251 Dalzell Street, Shreveport ) 



 

 

Upcoming Fly Tying Lessons at Bass Pro: 

 

June 18th 

July 23rd 

August 20th 

Everyone is invited to this evening of fly tying instruction.  These lessons are 

very rare in the deep south.  Attend, and you will be taken on a different 

journey each month in the creation of a fly perfect for our region.  Beginners 

are encouraged to attend.  Experienced tyers are also encouraged to attend.  

There is always something new to learn 

When:  the next to last Thursday of each month.  Casual tying starts at 5 Pm.  

The lesson starts at 6 PM 

Where:  Bass Pro in the fly shop (sometimes Bass Pro moves us to the confer-

ence room upstairs near the shoe department). 

All are welcome! 



 

 

Summer Calendars: 

June  

July  

August…. 



 

 

June Calendar... 



 

 

July Calendar of Events... 



 

 

August Calendar of Events…. 



 

 

NLFF 

Outings….. 



 

 

A little bit about NLFF fishing outings... 

Variety: 

At the NLFF we stive to have outings perfect for everyone, no matter what their skill 

level.  Some trips are more challenging than others.  Some require no special equip-

ment, just a swim suit and tennis shoes.  Some require waders and wading equipment, 

some are best enjoyed in a kayak.  Some offer pier fishing and no special equipment 

at all is required. 

 

Length of time: 

Many of our club outings are day trips.  Some are overnight trips during the week-

end.  Some are 2 or 3 night trips.  From time to time we schedule trips mid-week if 

required due to conflicting events.  Often mid-week trips avoid weekend crowds. 

 

Distance: 

Some trips are local, some are a easy drive appropriate for a day trip such as Jef-

ferson TX or Kisatchie Bayou.  Some trips are over night.  Most trout trips are over-

night.  Some trips are 2 and 3 nights at more distant locations such as the Little Red 

at Heber Springs. 

 

There is a trip for everyone.  Some go to them all.  Join the adventure! 



 

 

June NLFF Outing 

The Clear Water and White Sand  

Of 

Kisatchie Bayou 

No special equipment need-

ed.  Just a swimsuit, and wa-

ter  shoes.  Bring a light-

weight fly rod if you have 

one.  

This is a really fun trip to a unique slice of Louisiana.  You will feel like you are in a tropical paradise.  Bring the kids, they 

will love swimming in the cool clear flowing water.  If you would like to embark on this trip contact Keith Burton at 

keithsburton@att.net.  You can also sign up for this trip at a NLFF meeting. 

When:  June 20th.  Where:  Meet in parking lot of Home Depot at 7 AM on June 20th.  It takes about 2 hours to 

arrive at bayou.  Pack a lunch.  We will fish until noon, have a picnic lunch and head back after lunch.  

{Note:  Keith will make the call on this trip.  If the water is high the trip will be postponed} 



 

 

July 25th 

Jefferson 

Texas 

Equipment Needed: 

Kayak 

Throw your kayak in the 

truck and head to Jeffer-

son Texas.  This is a trip 

that recharges the spirit 

and soul. 

You will catch bass, cat-

fish, crappie, and endless 

bream. 

Gather at the boat ramp 

in Jefferson at 7 AM 

If you come late, just 

launch and meet folks un-

der the railroad bridge. 

Pack a lunch.  

Chris Horsley (903-930-

4973) is the point person 

for this trip.  Contact him 

to make sure the trip is a 

“GO!”. High water can 

postpone it.   

Big Cypress Bayou 

When:  July 25th 7 AM until you leave 

Where:  Jefferson Texas at the boat launch 

Contact Chris Horsley with questions: 903-930-4973 



 

 

Oct 1 –5 

Joint Fishing trip to the Lower Mountain Fork with 

the Contraband Fly Fishers (Lake Charles Fly Fishing Club) 

Don’t miss this chance to rub shoulders with our friends from South Louisiana.  We will have a joint 

fishing trip.  The Lake Charles Club will arrive Friday Oct 1 and Depart Monday Oct 5.  Come for 

all or part of the event. Campsites, Cabins, and plenty of B & B’s are available, but reserve now, 

this area can fill up.   Lee Hartman is the point person on this outing.  Please let him know if you 

will be attending.  He is planning group meals.  Lee Hartman 318-464-5827 or email at: 

Thefisherofmen86@gmail.com. 

Equipment:  Waders, felt boots, wading 

Join us at Beavers 
Bend State Park... 



 

 

October 23,24,25th 
Equipment needed: 

Waders, felt boots, staff 

Little Red 

World class trip to the 

We are so lucky to live withing a half day drive of a trout 

fishery that has held the world record for a brown trout.  It’s a 

beautiful place made for trout fishermen.  Make reservations 

at JFK campground for Friday, Sat and Sun. Oct 23, 24, and 

25.  Very nice hotels are close in addition to riverside cabins.  

  

Contact Scott Irwin with Questions: 318-469-0854 

When: October 23rd, 24th and 25th 

Where: Little Red at Heber Springs AR 



 

 

NLFF Roster 

Briam Homza            12/31/26 

David Davis              12/31/26 

As of April 2026 



 

 

Don’t see your name on our membership roster?  Join today.  We would love you as a member of 

the NLFF.  The club is diverse.  It revolves around fly fishing but also includes travel, regional fly 

fishing conventions, interaction with other fly fishing clubs, and plenty of “eating meetings”  You can 

find a membership form on our website “Northlaflyfishers.org” or use the form below. 



 

 



 

 

May Club Photos: Purtis Creek Outing: 



 

 

Boatloads of Big Fat Bream Caught at Purtis Creek... 



 

 



 

 



 

 

11 inch monster bream... Caught by Steve Oliver on fuzzy bee... 



 

 



 

 

Mark caught plenty of big fish, but some small ones too :) 



 

 



 

 

Good fellowship and great food... 



 

 

Cenla (Central Louisiana) 

Fly Fishing Festival 5 Stars! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Tons of fly fishing 

books and bucket 

draws... 



 

 

Ron Forman 

John Jones observes Lee Hartman an Steve Oliver 



 

 



 

 

The North Louisiana Fly Fisher is a very active 

club: 

Fly Fishing 

Food 

Fellowship 

Travel 

Education (If you want to learn we will teach you) 

We fish local rivers, lakes, ponds, and bayous and 

cold water trout streams 

Fishing with minimal gear 

Fishing with Waders 

Fishing with Kayaks 

Wet wade fishing 

Multiple group fly tying events every month! 

We do it all….. 

                      Come and join the adventure! 


