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Water Leaves
Craig O'Flaherty 2024

Water leaves are dry Autumn
flags that flutter down
onto pooled water.

Trees have drunk back
their green sap, to
prepare for Winter’s thirst.

Muted browns, faded reds
shine through; a bronzed
carpet on a water canvas.

This land’s Winter gives us a chance
for our own trunks and branches
to drink their inner sap.

Now we also wait for our own
country’s shouts and whimpers
to blow away.

Then our leaves can become a
coloured carpet; to walk
and dance onto — as we step

forward onto our own water path
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Fire Tears

Craig O’Flaherty 2024
They’re tears of fire

in Autumn’s eye.

From trees that weep
them away.

Wind is a firemaker
that gathers them close.
Each stalk traps light
as it dries and falls -

with sun that keeps watch.
In this passage to sleep
and rest, they remind

us of life’s cycle;

as they crumble in

our fragile palms.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYSYydqnTX0
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