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     In our Rule of Life, it states that every 3 years we have to 
hold a ǊGeneral Chapter.ǋ At a Chapter, we spend time in 
prayer followed by a series of 
meetings, asking for the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit to help 
us Ǌprotect the patrimony of 
the community and promote a 
suitable renewal according to 
that patrimony.ǋ (CCL 631) This 
helps us to understand how we 
can live our vows ever more 
deeply, follow our Rule even 

more closely and gives us an opportunity to discern who God has chosen to gov-
ern the community until the next Chapter. Each professed member of the commu-

nity can submit discussion topics and actively 
participate in the Community discussions. At the 
end of the Chapter a special Mass is celebrated, and all professed members of 
the community vote by secret ballot to determine who will be elected for lead-
ership. Titles for this position vary among religious  communities, in our com-
munity we call our earthly superior the ǊCommunity Servantǋ. 

  
      This year, we held our General Chapter early 
this August at one of our favorite places,  the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin.  As religious sisters consecrated to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, it was like going home 
to Momma.  One of the most meaningful things 
about this Shrine is the outdoor Memorial to the 
Unborn.   
 
     At the entrance to the Memorial is a fountain 
with a larger-than-life-size bronze statue of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe holding 3 unborn children of 
diǤerent ethnicities (middle left picture).  Facing 
her is a bronze statue of St. Michael protecting 
some children, surrounded by colonnade where  unborn children are interred 
or memorialized. One of the Memorial Stones that was incredibly moving had 
8 children from one family, two of them sets of twins. Included between the 
memorials were 4 bronze plaques quoting writings of John Paul II, from 
ǊEvangelium Vitaeǋ and ǊFamiliaris Consortio.ǋ  
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       We were blessed to spend 5 days at the 
Shrine in prayer and discernment before re-
turning for the Mass and Election of a Com-
munity Servant.  
 

    At this Chapter, we elected a new 
Community Servant!  Mother Clare Marie of 
the Holy Eucharist grew up in McKinney, Tex-
as, in a very actively pro-life family. She stud-
ied Physics at the University of Dallas, and 

was thinking of becoming an Astro-
naut until the Lord asked her to aim 
higher than the stars. Having been a 
member of our community for 14 years now, she is entirely given to Jesus and 
deeply committed to our pro-life charism. She is a very down to earth kind of per-
son, and greatly enjoys nature and adventures.  
  
Mother Clare asks for your prayers as she     

adjusts to her new role.  
  
Because Mother Seraphina was our Communi-

ty Servant for so long, many people have been 
asking if she is sick or retiring. The election of a 
new Servant is simply a normal part of a growing 
and healthy religious community. Mother Seraphi-
na is well and very proud to see one of her 
Ǌdaughtersǋ elected to the leadership role that 
she herself held for so long. After a time of prayer 

and discussion with the 
other sisters, Mother 
Clare decided that Moth-
er Seraphina will contin-
ue to be called ǊMother,ǋ 
as she is a founding member of our community and 
served as Community Servant for almost 20 years. The 
sisters are all unspeakably grateful for her leadership and 
look forward to enjoying her guidance and prayers for 
years to come.  
 

We are also very grateful to you for your prayers   
during this new Ǌchapterǋ of our communityǈs life! 

Bishop John IǤert was the Celebrant at our    
Mass of Election 

The Franciscan Daughters of Mary would like 
to invite young women between the ages of 
18-35 who are discerning a religious vocation 
to join us for a ǊCome and Seeǋ retreat.  

       February 13-16, 2026 
 

St Josephǈs Convent, Covington KY 
Please email fdmsister@gmail.com if you are interested in coming! 

ἁHΊͪ˶Ỉʵͯ˪Ỉό˶˶ớἂỈJn. 1:38-29 

ǊMaster, where are you staying?ǋ 

Bishop IǤert gives Mother 
Clare his blessing 



Along with Father Larry 
Schaeper and Deacon Adam 
Feinauer,  Mother Clare was 
invited to throw an honorary 
ǥrst pitch at a Florence Yǈalls 
baseball game this year. 

We had some ex-
citing adventures 
at Damascus  
Catholic Youth 
Summer Camp! 

 
Thank you!! In our previous newsletter, we 
asked if anyone had a good camera that they 
weren't using anymore. Many people replied, 
and we received a few REALLY good cameras!  
 

We are grateful to all who responded for 
helping us make our newsletters, website and 

vocations materials more beautiful!! 
Enjoy a few random pictures taken 
with the cameras. 

Our Sisters participated in the ǊGraced Girlsǋ 
retreat at All Saints Parish in Lawrenceburg, 
IN, where our friend Fr. Jonathan Meyer is   

Pastor. It was a great turn out  
and a lot of fun! 
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Please join us for our annual novena to our Lady of Guadalupe. Each day will 
include special novena prayers, a rosary procession to planed parenthood, 

and a time of fellowship. A ǜesta will conclude the Novena!  

December 5th ƾ 12th 
Mark your calendars! 

More information will be available on our website soon.  
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         Our new building was blessed by Fr Ryan 
Maher on May 31st! We are deeply grateful to the 
Friends of the Rose Garden and to all  our donors, 
who made this  extension possible.  This building 
has not only enabled us to welcome our neighbors 

back into the lobby, but also gives us a place for organized storage of baby 
items, private areas for pregnancy testing and counseling, space to accommo-
date a greater number of  welcome baskets, and more! Having two separate 
areas for the food pantry and the baby supplies has also made the lines move 
quicker, which is greatly appreciated by neighbors and volunteers alike! 

ǊThis is the ǥrst place I  
recommend to anyone 
who has a newborn.ǋ 

ǊI just love it here. I love the 
neighbors, I love the volunteers... 
My faith has grown so much since 
I started volunteering here.ǋ 

 
I Love the Nuns Here!!!!  
Everyone is extremely nice.  
I was deǥnitely going through a 
hard time, and was met with  
NOTHING but Kindness!  

THANK YOU  


