
The Early 3rd Class carriage on the London & Birmingham: 

This kit represents The London & Birmingham’s first design of 3rd class carriage which also served as 

a lower class ‘curiosity traveling’ carriage in the early openings. In 1836 The Board of the London & 

Birmingham looked to Liverpool, home of the London & Manchester carriage builders, to assist in 

the concept of what types and designs of carriages to have. The Liverpool & Manchester from the 

outset had only 2 classes of travel, as with the old Coaching Days, inside and outside, but the London 

Directors of the London & Birmingham definitely wanted three classes or more. 

 

One of the Liverpool & Manchester Directors, Hardman Earle provided several drawings of 2nd and 

3rd class carriages of past and current Liverpool & Manchester Practice. However disagreement 

continued with regard to what form the 2nd class should take. As thoughts moved to the opening, 

despite some orders having already been placed, the 2nd class day enclosed or roofed carriage design 

was abandoned to be revisited later and the open ‘blue box’ carriages, named after those on the 

Liverpool & Manchester, were considered for use for trains in the opening months. These carriages, 

without any roofing or passenger protection, were used during the opening season and were 

captured in TT Burys images during the initial period of operation. Much traffic was generated out of 

curiosity to see the open railway (the company had also created ‘curiosity’ carriages for the first 

class). 

 



This drawing is of a sprung buffered 2nd from the Liverpool & Manchester in its C.1834 form. The 

open 3rds of the London & Birmingham did not have the luxury of sprung buffers. 

William Rathbone, warned the following from Liverpool: 

21th Sept 1836 Letter from William Rathbone (extract) 

“The forty blue boxes … [are] the very Carriage the Liverpool & Manchester Company are about to 

discard, drawing No.1. If we are to attempt a cheap open Carriage, I am let to think from the 

information I have from our Liverpool & Manchester builder, old [Thomas Clarke] Worsdell [II], that 

a solid substantial complete, quite open carriage, might probably built for about £150, a saving of at 

least £100 upon the price of the enclosed No.2, and this carriage would at all event have the 

advantage of being soon put together, and the only expensive part of it, the frame, wheels etc would 

be available for any upper Carriage the Company might hereafter choose to put upon them, if this 

Carriage is not found to answer for the lowest price passenger. A drawing and estimate of such a 

Carriage as this old Worsdell has offered to furnish us, and as he is I think, already in our debt, I have 

requested that he will do so. 

Mr Woods has sent the Carriage Committee’s advertisement to three of the Liverpool and two of the 

Manchester papers to be once inserted in each. 

 

Lecount’s drawing of a 3rd class carriage, given the date of its publication, could well be one of the 

draft images provided for the Carriage Sub Committee as a potential design the 3rd class, even that 

this might be the drawing referred to as No.1 



 

The 3rd class, or ‘blue boxes’ as the similar type on the Liverpool & Manchester were known were to 

be used for the opening months, despite the plans for more classes.  

London & Birmingham Railway meeting of the Board of Directors, Dee’s Royal Hotel, Birmingham, 
17th August 1837 Minute “382 Ordered, That it be in instruction to the London Committee to 
improve the 3rd Class Carriage as suggested by Mr Young and to give up the present use of the 2nd 
Class charging 3/ fare between London and Box Moor for the 3rd Class; 

 

Other factors in this decision were likely to be the fact that the line opened without rail connection 

to Liverpool which meant that any carriages built in Liverpool had to be moved by road to 

Birmingham or London, a considerable additional expense. Given the simpler construction of these 

carriages the company took it upon itself to build a number of them at Euston. 

 

8th February 1837 

“Mr Rathbone reported that the three bodies of Third Class Carriage ordered by the Liverpool 

Members of the Carriage Committee were completed & appeared to have cost about £70 each and 

that the tender to build in quantity & deliver on any way in Liverpool only was very little below this 

price, that until the Grand Junction line was completed the expense of conveyance round added to 

this price appeared to the Expense to sender the cost to the Company decidedly greater than that of 

building them at the London Station on the same plan as the waggons & that in consequence they 

recommended the Committee to adopt this course with regard to the Carriage required for the 



partial openings of the line, but that as some of the tenders for wheels, axles & springs appeared to 

be on very favourable terms they would if wished secure & forward a supply of them for the Third 

Class Carriages,” 

 

Wheels 
Return No.2 from Mr Bagster 29th 
April of 3rd Class Carriages, Waggons, 
Trucks etc building in the Camden 
Workshops. 
 
Mr Bagster attended the Sub 
Committee and reports with 
reference to Minute 86. That Mr 
Haque has agreed to supply wheels & 
axles for the third Class Carriages at 
£27-10 per set instead of £30.” 
 

 

Roofed second class carriages were introduced so that by 1840 these open / ‘bluebox’ carriages 

were available to accommodate 3rd class passengers. 10 more were added to the stock in 1841 and 

in 1843 the 3rd class carriages were modified by the provision of a roof. In 1844 Wright presented a 

new much larger form of 3rd class carriage that could hold 40 people and the Gladstone act of the 

same year resulted in these carriages being modified.  

 

A curious variation of the original open 3rd are 
these ‘tourist’ versions where people are able 
to look ahead created by Bagster in the 
companies own works in Camden. 
 
17th April 1837, Minute “81 Ordered, That Mr 
Bagster be authorised to give additional height 
to the ends of one or more of the Third Class 
Carriages” 
A curious variation of the original open 3rd are 
these ‘tourist’ versions where people are able 
to look ahead created by Bagster in the 
company’s own works in Camden. 
 

 

Opening Dates 

20 July 1837 Euston Station and Boxmoor (Hemel Hempstead)  

16 October 1837 … Tring   

9 April 1838 Birmingham and Rugby  

9 April 1838 Euston Station to Denbigh Hall  

17 September 1838 Full length…  
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