
 

Module 2: Entrepreneurship and Business Management in Sustainable Fashion 

1. Starting Your Business: Step-by-Step Guidance 

Checklist: Steps to Register a Sustainable Fashion Business 

 

1. Choose a Business Structure 

● Select the appropriate legal structure: 

o Sole Proprietorship 

o Partnership 

o Limited Liability Company (LLC) 

o Corporation 

● Consider factors such as liability, taxation, and administrative requirements. 

2. Choose and Reserve a Business Name 

● Brainstorm a unique and meaningful business name. 

● Check the availability of the name: 

o Search the local business registry. 

o Verify domain name availability for your website. 

● Reserve the business name, if applicable. 

3. Register the Business 

● Register your business with the appropriate government authorities: 

o Local or state business registration office 

o Online registration portal (if available) 

● Submit the required forms and documents: 

o Business registration form 

o Proof of identity (e.g., passport, driver’s license) 

o Business address and contact details 

4. Obtain an Employer Identification Number (EIN) 

● Apply for an EIN from the tax authorities (if required). 

● Use the EIN for tax filings, opening a business bank account, and hiring employees. 
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5. Register for Taxes 

● Register for local, state, and federal taxes, as applicable: 

o Sales tax 

o Income tax 

o Employment tax (if hiring employees) 

● Obtain the necessary tax identification numbers. 

6. Obtain Necessary Licenses and Permits 

● Research the required licenses and permits based on your business type and location: 

o Business license 

o Health and safety permits 

o Environmental permits (for sustainable practices) 

● Apply for and obtain the required licenses and permits before starting operations. 

7. Open a Business Bank Account 

● Choose a bank and open a business bank account to separate personal and business 

finances. 

● Prepare the necessary documents: 

o EIN (Employer Identification Number) 

o Business registration certificate 

o Identification documents (passport, driver’s license) 

8. Set Up Accounting and Record-Keeping Systems 

● Choose an accounting method (e.g., cash or accrual). 

● Set up a system to track income, expenses, and other financial transactions. 

● Consider using accounting software to simplify bookkeeping and tax filing. 
 

9. Apply for Trademarks and Intellectual Property Protection 

● Consider trademarking your business name, logo, and any unique designs. 

● Apply for trademark registration with the relevant intellectual property office. 

● Protect your intellectual property, such as product designs and brand identity. 
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10. Review and Comply with Employment Laws (if applicable) 

● Understand your obligations as an employer: 

o Labor laws 

o Minimum wage requirements 

o Workplace safety regulations 

● Set up payroll and employee benefits, if hiring staff. 

11. Develop a Sustainability Plan 

● Incorporate sustainable practices into your business operations: 

o Ethical sourcing of materials 

o Waste reduction and recycling programs 

o Energy-efficient practices 

● Document your sustainability plan and communicate it to stakeholders. 

12. Review Legal and Regulatory Compliance 

● Ensure compliance with all legal and regulatory requirements: 

o Annual business filings 

o Tax filings 

o License renewals 

● Consult with a legal professional if needed. 

13. Launch Your Business 

● Finalize all registration and setup processes. 

● Create a launch plan, including marketing and outreach strategies. 

● Begin operations and start building your brand in the sustainable fashion industry. 

 

This checklist provides a comprehensive guide to registering a sustainable fashion business, 

ensuring that all legal and regulatory requirements are met before launching your business. 
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