Top 10 Mistakes to Avoid in Resin Art

A Beginner’s Survival Guide to Flawless Results

Starting with resin is exciting, but it’s also unforgiving. A single wrong
move can leave you with sticky disasters, cloudy pours, or wasted
supplies. This guide is designed to save you from the most common
pitfalls beginners face—so you can create beautiful pieces with
confidence from day one.

1. Using the Wrong Resin for Your
Project

The mistake: Pouring coating resin into a deep mold or casting resin
onto a flat surface.

The fix: Learn the difference. Use casting resin for depth, coating resin
for surfaces. Always match your resin to your project.

2. Eyeballing the Mixing Ratio

The mistake: “Close enough” measurements. Resin doesn’t forgive
imprecision.

The fix: Always measure by volume with marked cups (unless brand
specifies weight). Even a few drops off can cause tacky, uncured resin.



3. Rushing the Mixing Step

The mistake: Stirring for 30 seconds and assuming it’s good. Result:
cloudy, sticky, or uneven pours.

The fix: Mix slowly and thoroughly for 3—5 minutes, scraping sides and
bottom. Consider a second-cup mix for extra insurance.

4. Working in the Wrong Temperature

The mistake: Pouring resin in a cold garage or hot sunroom. Cold slows
curing, heat accelerates and cracks it.

The fix: Work in a room between 70-75°F (21-24°C). Warm bottles
gently before mixing if your space is chilly.

5. Ignoring Safety

The mistake: Bare hands, no mask, no ventilation. Resin can irritate
skin and lungs.

The fix: Wear nitrile gloves, use a respirator, and ventilate your space.
Safety gear is not optional—it’s professional.



6. Overheating with a Torch or Heat
Gun

The mistake: Burning resin while chasing bubbles. Overheating causes
yellowing, smoke, or cracks.

The fix: Use short passes with a heat gun. Don’t hold it in one spot. For
small molds, a toothpick often works better than heat.

7. Moving Projects Too Soon

The mistake: Touching, tilting, or demolding within 12-24 hours. Resin
may look cured but isn’t.

The fix: Follow cure times. Most resins need 24—72 hours for full
strength. When in doubt, wait longer.

8. Skipping Mold Prep and Care

The mistake: Using dusty, oily, or baking molds. The result? Dull,
stuck, or warped pieces.

The fix: Invest in resin-grade silicone molds. Clean them gently, dry
fully, and use mold release spray for tricky shapes.



9. Overloading with Add-Ins

The mistake: Stuffing too many flowers, stones, or glitters. Resin can’t
cure around trapped air or bulk.

The fix: Less is more. Keep inclusions thin, flat, and fully dried. Seal
flowers with Mod Podge before embedding.

10. Giving Up Too Soon

The mistake: One bad pour leads to abandoning resin altogether.

The fix: Every mistake teaches you something. Keep experimenting,
learn the science, and use guides like this one to improve.

Final Word

Mistakes in resin art are costly—but they’re avoidable. With this
checklist, you’ll dodge the most common traps and fast-track your
progress to polished, professional-quality work.

Remember: it’s not about being perfect from the start. It’s about
avoiding the predictable errors so your creativity can shine.



