DARIAUS iR S.CIRENG

ATLANTINIS SHRVYDES

;Es’é,,gi? !!ﬂ ¥L§ui§?




1933 m. liepos 15 d. 6 val.
24 min. (Niujorko vasaros laiku)
pakile i§ Niujorko Floyd Bennett
aerodromo, lietuviai (JAV pilieciai)
lakanai Steponas Darius ir Stasys
Girénas su lektuvu ‘Lituanica"
perskrido Atlanto vandenyng ir
liepos 17 d. O val. 36 min. (Berlyno

After taking off from New
York’s Floyd Bennett Field on
July 15, 1933, 6:24 a. m. EDT,
Lithuanian pilots (USA citizens)
Stephen Darius and Stanley
Girénas in their “Lituanica” suc-
cessfully crossed the Atlantic
only to perish on July 17, 0:36
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laiku) Zuvo tuometinéje Vokietijo-
je, Salia Kuhdamm kaimo, Soldino
apylinkése (dab. Lenkijos terito-
rija, P$&elnik kaimas, Mysliboz
apylinkése). Lakanai planavo skris-
ti marSrutu Niujorkas - Niufaund-
lendas - Atlanto vandenynas - Airija
- Londonas - Amsterdamas - Svi-
nemiunde - Karaliau€ius - Kaunas
(viso - 7186 km). Dél blogy atmo-
sferiniy salygy ties Airija lakanai

asuko j Siaure ir per Skotijg bei

iaures jurg pasieke Vokietija. Iki
katastrofos vietos per 37 val. 11
min. nuskrido 6411 km (jskaitant
vingius vir§ Europos - vir§ 7000
km). Iki skridimo tikslo - Kauno -
buvo like 650 km.

Vyriausybinés komisijos,
tyrusios katastrofos priezastis,
duomenimis, lakanai S.Darius ir
S.Girenas buvo gerai pasiruose
atlikti sumanytg Zygj, pasirinktos
techniskos priemonés buvo Zy-
giui tinkamos, sunkiausig kelionés
dalj jie atliko tiksliai numatytu
marsrutu, katastrofa jvyko deél
sunkiy atmosferiniy salygy, prie
kuriy prisidéjo variklio veikimo
defektai.

S.Darius ir S.Girénas pa-
sieke antrajj rezultatg pasaulyje
transatlantine trasa pagal skridi-
mo nuotolj ir ketvirtajj pagal ibitg
ore laikg. Pasaulio aviacijos istori-
joje skridimas minimas kaip vie-
nas tiksliausiy. Jo metu pirma kartg
oficialiai gabentas oro pastas i$
Siaureés Amerikos j Europa.

Lietuviy tautai aviacija, skry-
dis, dar amziaus pradZioje tapo
savotiSka verzimosi j laisve iSrais-
kos priemone. Jos simboliuirtapo

a. m. (Berlin time) in Kuhdamm
village, near Soldin, Germany
(now Pszczelnik, Mysliborz
area, Poland). The planned
route was: New York - New-
foundland - Atlantic’ocean - Ire-
land - London - Amsterdam -
Swinemuende - Koenigsberg -
Kaunas (a total of 7186 km).
Due to weather conditions over
Ireland, they changed the
course to the north and reached
Germany via Scotland and the
North Sea. In 37 hours and 11
minutes, i e., the moment of the
crash, they had flown 6411 km
(over 7000 km in actual flight
path), only 650 km short of their
goal - Kaunas.

A Lithuanian board of inves-
tigation appointed to determine
the cause of the catastrophe
concluded: the pilots were pro-
perly qualified to accomplish the
mission; from the technical
standpoint the airplane was pro-
perly outfitted; the most difficult
part of the flight was executed
with great precision. The catas-
trophe occured due to difficult
weather conditions combined
with engine defects.

S. Darius and S. Girénas
accomplished the second-long-
est world record in distance of
transatlantic flights and the
fourth - longest record in dura-
tion of the flight. In world history
of aviation, their flight is ack-

nowledged as one of the most
precise. This was also the first
airmail flight from N. America to
Europe.

To the Lithuanian nation,
aviation flights, even at the turn
of this century, have symbolized




"Lituanicos* Zygis. S.Dariaus ir
S.Giréno auka ant Tévynes auku-
ro nepamirsta ligi Siol.

Steponas Darius prie naikintuvo Fokker D VII.
Steponas Darius wearing a Lith.A.F. officers uniform at the Fokker D ViI.

the striving for freedom, espe-
cially as amplified in later years
by the flight of “Lituanica”.

STEPONAS DARIUS (Ju-
ceviCius-Jucius) gime 1896 m.
sausio 8 d. Tauragés apskrities
Kvédarnos valséiaus Rubiskés
vienkiemyje. 1907 m. gruodzio
meén. su motinaisvyko jJAV. 1912
m. Cikagoje baigé pradzios mo-
kykla. Mokeési Curtis High School,
kur greta bendryjy dalyky buvo
déstoma architektara. 1916 m.
baigé Harrison Technical High

STEPHEN DARIUS (Juce-
vigius-Jucius) was born on Ja-
nuary 8, 1896 in Rubiskes, dis-
trict of Kvédarna, county of Tau-
ragé, Lithuania. In 1907, with
his mother, he emigrated to the
US. In Chicago he attended
Curtis High School, graduated
from Harrison High School in
1916 and started engineering
studies at Lane Junior College.
In 1917 he answerer the call to
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Schooal ir jstojo j Lane Junior Col-
lege inzinerijos skyriy. 1917 m.
nutrauké mokslg ir savanoriu j-
stojo j JAV kariuomene. Ty padiy
mety rudenj iSvyko j Prancuzija.
1918 m. dalyvavo masiuose, buvo
suZeistas bei apsinuodijes dujo-
mis. Apdovanotas "Purpurinés
Sirdies" ordinu bei "DidZiojo karo
uz civilizacijg* medaliu. 1919 m.
demobilizuotas grizo j Cikaga, kur
studijavo universitete, lanke arti-
lerijos atsargos karininky kursus.
Dalyvavo organizuojant Susivie-
nijimg Amerikos lietuviy kariy.

1920 m. atvyko j Nepriklau-
somybe atgavusig Lietuvg, buvo
primtas j gen. $tabo Zvalgybos
skyriaus slaptajg tarnybg, o rude-
nj jstojo j Karo mokykla, kurios IV-
ajg laidg baigé 1921 m. ir jstojo
aviacijos karininky kursus. Nuoto
laiko visas tolimesnis S.Dariaus
gyvenimas susijes su aviacija, apie
kurig svajojo dar gyvendamas JAV.

Tarnaudamas mokomojoje
eskadriléje 1922 spalio 12 d. pir-
ma kartg savarankiSkai skrido
lektuvu Albatros B Il. 1923 m.
perkeltas j 3-ig oro eskadrile karo
lakanu.

1923 m. sausio mén. buvo
vienas i$ Klaipédos sukilimo va-
dovy. 1925-1927 m. tarnavo 1-oje
ir 4-toje oro eskadrilese. 1926 m.
gruodzZio 17 d. drauge su kitais
aviacijos karininkais dalyvavo vals-
tybés perversme. 1927 geguzés
1 d. jam suteiktas kapitono laipsnis.

Buvo vienu i$ Lietuvos
sporto organizatoriy, pats akty-
viai sportavo (Zaide futbola, krep-
$inj, beisbola, ledo ritulj, boksa-

arms and joined, as a volunteer,
the USA Army. That year he
was transferred to France. In
1918 he took part in ground ac-
tion, was wounded and injured
by poisonous gases. For this he
received “Purple Heart” and
“Great War for Civilization” me-
dals. In 1919 he was honorably
discharged and returned back
to Chicago, where he studied at
a university and took a course
for the Reserve Officers of Artil-
Iery He participated in organi-
zing the Alliance of Lithuanian-
American soldiers.

In 1920 he sailed to inde-
pendent Lithuania and was
accepted to the secret service
of the General Staff. In the fall
of the same year, he was admit-
ted to the Military School, 4th
graduation class, and after gra-
duation in 1921 he enrolled in

the courses for aviation-officers.
From that moment, the rest of
Darius’ life was tied to aviation.
The dreams of his youth started
to materialize.

While serving in the training
squadron, on October 12, 1922,
he soloed with Albatros B Il. In
1923, as a military pilot, he was
transferred to the 3th Air
Squadron.

In January, 1923, he was
one of the leaders-in Klaipéda’s
uprising. In 1925-27 he served -
in the 1st and 4th Air Squad-
rons. On December 17, 1926,
together with the other officers
of the air force he participated”
in a successful coup - d’etat. On
May 1, 1927 he was promoted
to the rank of Captain.

Darius was one of the




vosi). Buvo Kariuomenes sporto
draugijos centro valdybos ir Kau-
no apygardos komiteto, Lietuvos
fizinio lavinimosi sajungos centro
valdybos, Lietuvos futbolo lygos
centro komiteto nariu. 1922-1925
m. vadovavo Lietuvos fizinio lavi-
nimosi sgjungai. 1922 m. i$rinktas
Lietuvos sporto lygos ir Lietuvos
futbolo lygos pirmininku, o
1926.m. - Lietuvos beisbolo lygos
pirmininku. 1927 m. parenge Lie-
tuvos aero klubo jstatus. ISleido
knygeles *Beisbolo Zaidimas"
(1924 m.) ir "Basketbolo Zaidimas
(krepSiasvydis) ir Lietuvos sporto
lygos oficiales basketbolo taisyk-
les 1926-1927 metams" (1926 m.).
1927 m. pavasarj gaves il-
galaikes atostogas, S.Darius i$-
vyko j JAV, artimiausiems drau-
gams prasitares apie planuojamg
skridima j Lietuva. Cia dirbo lak-
nu jvairiose transporto kompani-
jose, skraidé nuosavu lektuvu.
1929 m. llinojaus valstijoje jsteigé
"Vydio* lietuviy aero kluba. Nuo
1928 m. pradejo planuoti busimajj
transatlantinj skridima.

STASYS GIRENAS (Girskis-
Girgius-Girch) gimeé 1893 m. spa-
lio 4d. Raseiniy apskrities Kaltine-
ny valsdiaus Vytogalos kaime.
1910 m. su broliu i8vyko j JAV,
Cikagoje lankeé pradzios mokykla,
nuo 1913 m. dirbo spaustuveje.

.1917-1919 m. tarnavo JAV ka-
riuomeneje, aviacijos dalyse. Ve-
liau vel dirbo spaustuveje. 1920-
1921 m. su kitais lietuviais organi-
zavo taksi automobiliy bendrove
(Hub Cab Co). Nuo 1924 m. mokesi

sport-promoters in Lithuania
and personally played in soc-
cer, basketball, baseball, ice
hockey and boxing games.

In 1922-25 he headed the
Lithuanian Physical Education
Society. In 1922 he was elected
chairman of Lith. Sport League
and Lith. Soccer League; in
1926 he chaired the Lith. Base-
ball League. In 1927 he pre-
pared the Constitution and By-
laws for the Aero Club of Li-
thuania. He wrote the books in
Lithuanian on “The Baseball
Game” (1924) and “The Basket-
ball Game” (1926).

In 1927, after receiving a
longer leave of absence, Darius -
disclosed to his friends about
the planned flight back to Li-
thuania and whereupon he
sailed to the USA. There he
worked as a pilot in various air
transport companies and also
flew his own airplane. In 1929 in
Chicago he founded a Lithua-
nian aero club “The Knight”.
Since 1928 he started planning
the famous transatlantic flight.

STANLEY GIRENAS (Gir-
skis - Girgius - Girch) was born
on October 4, 1893, in Vytogala,
district of Kaltinénai, county of
Raseiniai, Lithuania. In 1910,
with his brother, he sailed to the
US. In Chicago he attended
grammar school. Starting with
1913, he worked in a printing
shop. In 1917-19 he served as
an arplane mechanic in the US
Armed Forces. Together with
other Lithuanians, in 1920 - 21
he organized a taxi-cab compa-
ny (Hub Cab Co.). Having his

_



Stasys Giréenas.

skraidyti nuosavu léktuvu, 1925m.
patyré sunkig avarijg. Pirmg kartg
savarankiskai iSskrido 1927m. kovo
8 d. Tais padiais metais susipazi-
no su S.Dariumi.

1932 m. S.Darius ir S.Gi-
rénas apsisprendé kartu skristi
Lietuvg irpradéjo konkrediai reng-
tis Siam Zygiui. UZ asmenines bei
kity lietuviy paaukotas lesas jsigi-
jo léktuvg su kuriuo dalyvavo
daugelyje aviacijos dieny jvairio-
se JAV vietoveése. Ruosti skridimg
padejo Skridimo per Atlantg orga-
nizavimo komitetas (pirm.
R.Vasiliaus-kas, sekr. P.Jurgela)
ir skridimo rémejy aukoms rinkti ir
panaudoti fondas  (pirm.
A Kalvaitis).

own airplane, in 1924 he started
taking flying lessons, and in
1925 he survived a bad acci-
dent. He soloed on March 8,
1927. In the very same year he
got aquainted with S. Darius.

In 1932 S. Darius and S. Gi-
réenas made a decision to fly
non-stop to Lithuania. Actual
preparations for the flight were
started. Using personal assets
and donated funds by other Li-
thuanians, they purchased an
airplane and participated in the
air shows in various parts of the
USA. The Flight Organizing
Committee (R. Vasalle - chair-
man, P. Jurgéla - secretary)
and the Flight Fund (A. Kalvaitis
- president) were founded.







BELLANCA CH-300
PACEMAKER




Darius ir Girénas prie Bellancos

Darius and Girénas beside the Bellanca.

1932 m. birzelio 18 d.
S.Darius ir S.Giréenas i$ Pal-Wau-
kee bendroves nupirko lektuvg
BELLANCA CH-300 PACEMAKER,
gamyklinis nr.137, registracijos
numeris NC-688E. Sio modelio
lektuvai gaminti nuo 1929 m., pa-
gaminta apie 40 vnt.

Tai vienmotoris SeSiavietis
aukstasparnis misrios konstrukci-
jos monoplanas. Liemuo suvirin-
tas i§ chromo-molibdeno plieni-
niy vamzdziy, dengtas drobe.
Kabinos vidus iSklotas garsg su-
gerianCiu vatos pamus$alu. Lie-
menyje buvo Soniniai ir virSutinis
langai bei durelés kaireje ir desi-
néje pusese. Sparnai medinés kon-
strukcijos, dviejy lonzerony, deng-
ti drobe. Lonzeronai ir nerviaros
pagaminti i$ pusies lysteliy ir kli-
juotes. Sparnuose jrengti du ben-
zino bakai (bendros 88 galony
talpos). Sparny spyriai misrios
konstrukcijos: 2/3 - mediniai, 1/3
(prie sparny) - plieniniai, profiliuo-

On June 18, 1932, S. D-
arius and S. Girénas purchased
from Pal-Waukee Company a
BELLANCA CH-300 PACEMA-
KER aiplane, serial No. 137, re-
gistration No. NC-688 E. Since
1929, 40 units of this model
were built.

This was a single-engine,
six-seater high-wing mono-
plane. The fuselage was
welded chrome-moly steel tu-
bing, fabric covered. The inte-
rior of the cabin was covered
with sound-absorbing material.
The fuselage had side and top
windows, doors on both sides.

Wings were of wooden con-
struction, two spars, fabric co-
vered. Spars and ribs were
made of spruce strips and ply-
wood. The wings had two gaso-
line tanks of 88 gal. total capa-
city. Wing struts were 2/3 wood,
1/3 steel (at the wings) with

—



ti plieno nerviaromis, kurios deng-
tos drobe, sudarydavo papildo-
mas 47 kv. pédy ploto keliandias
plok$tumas. Uodegos plokstumos
suvirintos i$ plieno vamzdeliy,
stabilizatorius i§ pusies lysteliy ir
klijuotés, jo atakos kampg galima
keisti skridimo metu. Lanku iSlenkta
vaziuoklé i$ plieno. Ratai 30x5 coliy
dydzio. Variklis Wright J6, oru
ausinamas, zvaigzdinis, 9 cilindry,
300 AG galingumo.

1933 m. sausio 20 d.
S.Darius ir S.Girénas $j léktuvg
atidave j E.M Lairdo dirbtuves, kur

aero-dynamic steel ribs, fabric
covered, giving an additional 47
sq. ft. lifting surface. Tail sur-
faces were made of welded
steel tubing; horizontal stabilizer
- spruce strips and plywood,
with the trim-angle adjustable in
the flight. Landing gear was a
curved steel bar. Wheels 30 x 5
inches. Engine Wright J6, ra-
dial, air cooled, 9 cylinders, 300
HP.

On January 20, 1933, the
airplane was moved to E. M.

S.Girénas ir inz. E.M.Lairdas prie perstatomos Bellancos.

S.Girénas and E.M. "Matty" Laird beside tne Bellanca at his shops.




pagal R.Hofmano paruostus bre-
Zinius jis pritaikytas transatlantin-
iam skridimui. Rekonstrukcijos
metu pagaminti nauji, ilgesni
sparnai su dviem papildomais
benzino bakais. Liemenyje su-
montuoti du benzino bakai (220 ir
185 galony talpos). Kiekvienas i$
ju turéjo didelio skersmens voztu-
vus iSleisti benzinui avarijos metu.
Kabinoje jrengtas 25 galony te-
palo bakas, ant kurio sedejo la-
kanai. Per jj &jo 12 ausinimo vamz-
deliy, oras j kuriuos patekdavo i$
imtuvo desiniame liemens $one, 0
iSeidavo kairiajame. Buvo paga-
mintas naujas, ilgesnis stabiliza-
torius. Ratams uzdétos naujos
lygaus pavirSiaus padangos bei
aerodinaminiai gaubtai. Pakeista
liemens danga. |statytas naujas
365 AG Wright Whirlwind J6-9E
variklis nr.12733 su didesniu su-
spaudimo laipsniu, apgaubtas
Taunando Ziedu. Jo surinkimg
priziaréjo mechanikas V.Jesulaitis.

Rekonstrukcija baigta 1933
kovo 29 d. Po jos |éktuvas pazy-

Laird workshops, where per R.
Hofman’s drawings she was re-
built and made suitable for the
transatlantic flight. New, elon-
gated wings were built, with two
additional gasoline tanks en-
closed; two new gasoline tanks
were installed in the fuselage,
having 220 and 185 gal. capa-
city, each tank equipped with
emergency dump valves; in the
cabin, under the pilots seat a 25
gal. oil tank, outfitted with 12
cooling tubes, was placed; a
longer, new horizontal stabilizer
was built; aero-dynamic wheel
pants were installed; the fuse-
lage received a new fabric. A
new, higher compression en-
gine, 365 HP Wright Whirlwind
J6-9E, ser. No. 12733, had a
“speed ring”. The assembly of
the engine was supervised by
V. Jesulaitis.

On March 29, 1933, rebuil-
ding of the airplane was com-
pleted. The registration number
was changed to NR-688E. The
airplane was painted an orange



metas NR-688E numeriu. Lektu-
vas nudazytas oranzine spalva,
ant liemens surasytos skridimo
réméjy pavardes. 1933 geguzés
6 d. A.Vaivados'pasialymu léktu-
vas pakrik$tytas varduLituanica".

Léktuvas turéjo Siuos prie-
taisus: magnetinj skyscio kompa-
sg, indukcinj kompasa, dirbtinj
horizontg, krypties giroskopa,
posukio-pokrypio rodykle, vari-
ometra, greicio rodykle, auksgio
rodykle, oktanta, 4 laikrodzius,
derivometrg, propelerio apsisuki-
mu rodykle, benzino ir tepalo
manometrus, tepalo termometra,
magnety perjungeja, tepalo ir
benzino rankinius siurblius, avari-
niy voztuvy suktuva. Startui pa-
ruostas léktuvas sveére 8300 svary
(tusCias - 2663 sv.), skrydZiui
paéemé 779 galonus (4857.sv.)
benzino.

Katastrofos vietoje.

color. On both sides of the fu-
selage scrolls with the names of
the flight-sponsors were pain-
ted. Per A. Vaivada's sugges-
tion, the airplane was given the
name “LITUANICA”.

The airplane was outfitted
with the following instruments
and equipment: induction com-
pass, artificial horizon, directio-
nal gyro, turn-and-bank indica-
tor, rate-of-climb indicator, air
speed indicator, altimeter, an
octant, four stop-watches, wind-
drift angle indicator, RPM indi-
cator, fuel and oil pressure
gauges, oil temperature gauge,
magneto switch, oil and gaso-
line manual pumps, emergency
fuel-dump handle. Fully loaded
and ready for the take-off “Li-
tuanica” weighted 8300 Ibs
(empty - 2663 Ibs) with 779 gal.
(4857 Ibs.)of fuel on board.

On the crash site.







Mes skrisime | Lietuva !

Lietuviy tauta laukia i§ savo sdny ir drgsesniy Zygiy. Bdtinai reikia ir jos
sinums prisidéti prie bendrojo darbo - tirti dar maZai Zinomas Ziemiy Atlanto van-
denyno oro sroves, o taip pat naujai iSrastus navigacijos badus ir priemones pri-
taikyti kasdieniniams reikalams. Mes, gyvendami tokiais laikais, kada oras sten-
giamasi panaudoti Zmonijos reikalams, laikome savo pareiga tautos vardu tg darbg
garbingai atlikti.

Jaunoji Lietuva | Tavo dvasios jkvépti, mes stengiamés tg pasirinktg uz-
davinj jvykdyti. Masy pasisekimas tegu sustiprina Tavo dvasig ir pasitikejimg savo
jégomis ir gabumais ! Bet jei Neptinas ar galingasis audry Perkdnas ir mums bus
rustus - pastos mums kelig | Jaungjg Lietuvg ir paSaukty LITUANIKA pas save, -
tada Tu, Jaunoji Lietuva, turési i§ naujo ry2tis, aukotis ir pasirengti naujam Zygiui,
kad audringyjy vandenyny dievai baty patenkinti Tavo pastangomis, pasiryZimu ir
nekviesty Taves | Didjjj Teisma.

LITUANIKOS laiméjimas tegu sustiprina jaunyjy Lietuvos suny dvasig ir
ikvepia juos naujiems Zygiams.

LITUANIKOS pralaiméjimas ir nugrimzdimas | Atlanto vandenyno gelmes
tegu aukiéja jauny lietuviy atkaklumg ir ryZtumg, kad Sparnuotas Lietuvis batinai
iveikty klastingajj Atlantg Tévynés Lietuvos garbei !

Tad §j savo skridimg skiriame ir aukojame Tau, Jaunoji Lietuva!

Tg didjjj bandymg pradésime, tikédamiesi Dangaus palaimos !

STEPAS DARIUS STASYS GIRENAS

We shall fly to Lithuania !

The Lithuanian nation is awaiting from her sons further more courageous
deeds. It is imperative that her sons contribute to the combined efforts to explore
the very little known air currents of the northern Atlantic Ocean and to utilize the
newly invented methods of navigation and equipment, making them suitable for
everyday use.

Young Lithuania ! Inspired by yuor spirit, we will endeavour to accomplish
our chosen task. Let our success strengthen your spirit and your trust in your own
power and ability. But if Neptune or the mighty, stormy Perkdnas would be angry at
us, would terminate our passage to Young Lithuania and would call LITUANICA to
himself, then you, Young Lithuania, will have to determine, sacrifice, and prepare
yourself for a new flight, so that the tempestuous gods of the oceans are satisfied
by your efforts and determination, and will not call you to the Last Judgement.

Let the success of LITUANICA strengthen the spirit of the young sons of
Lithuania and inspire them to new and noble deeds.

Let LITUANICAs defeat and sinking to the depths of the Atlantic Ocean
teach young Lithuanians of stubbornness and determination, so that a Winged
Lithuanian overcomes the treacherous Atlantic to the glory of Lithuania !

Then this flight we are dedicating to you, Young Lithuania !

This great experiment we will start, having faith in Heavens blessing.

STEPHEN DARIUS STANLEY GIRENAS



*Lituanikos" liekanos, laka-
ny asmeniniai daiktai eksponuo-
jami Vytauto DidZiojo karo muzie-
juie (Kaunas, K.Donelaitio 64).
1982 m. konstruktoriaus Viado
Kensgailos pagamintg skraidan-
¢ig ‘“Lituanikos® kopijg galima
pamatyti Lietuvos technikos mu-
ziejuje (Kaunas, Veiveriy 132).
Kauno medicinos akademijoje
galima aplankyti lakiny mumijy
~ slépimo 1944-1964 m. vietg (Kau-
nas, A.Mickevitiaus 9). Vaziuo-
jant autostrada Vilnius-Klaipeda
verta uZsukti j S.Giréno (Vytoga-
los kaime, Upynos apylinkéje, Sila-
Iés rajone) ir S.Dariaus (DariSke-
se, Endriejavo apylinkeje, Klaipe-
dos rajone) gimtines ir apZiaréti
memorialines ekspozicijas.
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The wreckage of “Lituanica”
and personal belongings of both
pilots are displayed at the Vy-
tautas the Great war museum
(Kaunas, K. Donelaitis St. 64).
A flyable replica of “Lituanica”,
built by Vladas Kensgaila can
be seen at the Lithuanian Tech-
nical Museum (Kaunas, Veive-
riai St. 132). In the Medical Aca-
demy of Kaunas the secret hi-
ding place (1944-1964) of the
pilots’ mummies can be visited
(Kaunas, A. Mickevi¢ius St. 9).
Near the Vilnius - Klaipeda
highway, the birthplaces of both
pilots can be visited and memo-
rial exhibitions can be seen: of
S. Girénas - at Vytogala, Upyna
area, Silalé district, and of S.
Darius - at Dariskés, Endrieja-
vas area, Klaipéda district.
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