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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA OF 
THE ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC COMMUNION 

 
 

ARTICLE I 
The Title and Territory of the Diocese 

 
Section 1. Title  This Diocese shall be known and distinguished 
as "The Diocese of California of the Ecumenical Catholic 
Communion," hereinafter also referred to as the “Diocese.” The 
Church in this Diocese shall be incorporated under the laws of the 
State of California as a non-profit religious corporation under the 
name and title of "The Diocese of California of the Ecumenical 
Catholic Communion.” 
 
Section 2. Territory. The Territory of the Diocese shall include 

the entire State of California, the entire United States of Mexico, 
and shall include, all Faith Communities, defined as the parishes, 
missions, oratories, specialized ministries, and/or religious 
orders, or other ministries allowed for under the National 
Constitution of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion or as may be 
otherwise authorized by the Diocesan Bishop. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, the entire State of California, the entire United 
States of Mexico, and all their Faith Communities within it shall 
always be included in the definition of the Territory for this 

Diocese.  By majority vote within each of the Diocesan House of 
Laity, the Diocesan House of Clergy, and the Diocesan Episcopal 
Council, the Diocese may expand its geographic territory to any 
area of the world not part of a region or Diocese of the 
Ecumenical Catholic Communion or churches with which it is in 
communion.  
 

ARTICLE II 

Acceding to the Constitution, Bylaws, and Canons of the 
Ecumenical Catholic Communion 

 
Section 1. Acceding to the Ecumenical Catholic Communion. The 
Church in the Diocese of California of the Ecumenical Catholic 
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Communion accedes to the Constitution, Bylaws and Canons of 
that branch of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, 
known as the Ecumenical Catholic Communion (also referred to 
herein as the “ECC” and/or the “Communion”), to the extent that 
those documents are consistent with scripture, tradition, reason 
and experience. In the event of a conflict between this 
Constitution and the ECC, the the Diocese shall seek a ruling from 
the ECC Council of Bishops. If the Diocesan House of Laity, the 
Diocesan House of Clergy, and the Council of Bishops, disagree 
by majority vote within each house with the ruling, the Diocesan 
Bishop shall make a good faith effort to resolve the conflict. If 
resolution cannot be had, the Diocesan House of Laity, the 
Diocesan House of Clergy, and the Diocesan Episcopal Council, 
may vote by a 2/3 majority to withdraw the Diocese from the 
Ecumenical Catholic Communion. 
 

ARTICLE III 
The Diocese 

 
Section 1. The Diocese. A diocese, and specifically this Diocese, 
is constituted as a Local Church (ekklesia), full and complete, and 
is the heir of the Apostolic Tradition from the Apostolic 
Community described in the Acts of the Apostles and comprises 
all those Faith Communities located in the Territory. Thus, a 
bishop of this Diocese fulfills the role that the apostles of Jesus 

fulfilled in their communities, and stands in the Apostolic 
Succession of that role by his/her ordination to the episcopacy. 
The principal bishop of the Diocese is called the “Ordinary,” the 
“Diocesan Ordinary” and/or the “Diocesan Bishop,” with all the 
duties and responsibilities as set forth herein and is the “Regional 
Bishop” described under the ECC Constitution, Bylaws, and 
Canons. 
 

Section 2. The Polity and Authority of the Diocese. The polity 
and authority of the Diocese is vested in and exercised by the 
Diocesan Synod, comprised of the Diocesan Ordinary and the 
Diocesan Council., the Diocesan House of Laity (also referred to 
as the “DHOL”) defined below under Article VIII, and the 
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Diocesan House of Clergy (also referred to as the “DHOC”) 
defined below under Article IX.  
 
Section 3. Legislation. Legislation passed by the DHOC and 
DHOL, if signed by the Ordinary, shall immediately become 
effective, unless otherwise specified. Under no circumstance may 
any legislation alter or set aside any of the creeds including the 
Nicene, Athanasian, or Apostles creeds, nor any of the 
Affirmations of Faith set forth in the national ECC Constitution. 
Any controversies over matters of Faith shall be forwarded and 
governed exclusively by the Diocesan Bishop, the Presiding 
Bishop of the ECC, and the Episcopal Council of the national ECC 
in accordance with the Constitution of the ECC.  
 
Section 4. Authority for all Intra-diocesan matters and matters 
not covered by the National Communion. The Diocese shall have 

authority in all intra-diocesan matters and all matters that are not 
vested exclusively to the Presiding Bishop of the Communion or 
the national ECC as set forth in its Constitution, Canons and 
Bylaws.  
 
Section 5. Creation of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees. The 
Diocesan Synod shall create standing for finance, education, 
ministry, liturgy and music, fundraising, and social justice. The 
Diocesan Ordinary may also create any other standing or ad hoc 

committees as required for the administration of the Diocese, in 
accordance with Article V, section 5 of this Constitution.  
 
Section 6. Coordination with the National Communion. The 
Diocesan Synod shall have the right to coordinate within the ECC 
for the formation of seminarians and clergy, and for development 
of efforts to aid the financing and cultivation of faith communities, 
as well as any benefits programs for ordained and lay staff.  

 
Section 7. Rules of Order. In addition to the provisions of the 
Constitution and Canons of this Diocese, all business, including 
further regulations of legislative action and of nominations and 
elections shall be by Robert’s Rules of Order, administered and 
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interpreted to promote and foster professional, respectful, and 
Christian-like conduct, and, having once been adopted, shall 
continue in force until the same, in whole or in part, shall have 
been amended or canceled.  
 
Section 8. Discrimination Prohibited. No one shall be denied 
rights, status or access to an equal place in the life, worship, 
governance, or employment of the Diocese because of race, 
color, ethnic origin, national origin, immigration status, marital or 
family status, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, disabilities or age. No person shall be denied access 
to any process for ordination, employment, licensing, calling, or 
deployment for any ministry, lay or ordained, in this Diocese 
because of race, gender, ethnic origin, immigration status, 
national origin, marital or family status sexual orientation, gender 
identity and expression, disabilities or age. 

 
ARTICLE IV 

The Election of Bishops 
 
Section 1. First Bishop of the Diocese.The First Bishop of the 
Diocese shall serve a term of six (6) years from the date this 
Constitution is adopted. When that six year term is completed, 
the First Bishop shall stand for re-election.  
 

Section 2. Nomination and Election. Any Parish of Mission 
Council may nominate a candidate for the Ordinary, who shall be 
elected by a majority vote of the members of the Parish Councils 
and Mission Councils of the Diocese from among the nominees. 
 
Section 3. Term. The Ordinary may be elected for an unlimited 
number of six (6) year terms.  
 

Section 4. The Election of Auxiliary Bishops.  If the Ordinary 
announces a need for an Auxiliary Bishop or bishops, candidates 
shall be nominated and elected in the same manner as the Bishop 
Ordinary. 
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Section 5. Disputes regarding the Election of Bishops. Any 
irreconcilable controversies regarding the Election of Bishops shall 
be forwarded to the national ECC Episcopal Council for resolution.  
 
Section 6. Former Ordinaries. Former Ordinaries who have 
completed their term(s) of office, or who have not been elected 
for another term, shall become Auxiliary Bishops assigned such 
duties as the Ordinary may specify. 
 
Section 6. Call Emanates from the Diocesan Council. The call for 
election of a Bishop other than that of the First Bishop of the 
Diocese shall emanate from the Diocesan Council at least thirty 
(30) days prior to the date of the proposed election.  
 

ARTICLE V 
The Diocesan Bishop 

 
Section 1. Executive  Authority. The Diocesan Bishop, also 
referred to as the “Ordinary”, is the Chief Executive of the 
Diocese and as such administrates and adjudicates in all intra-
diocesan matters. The Diocesan Bishop is the jurisdictional head 
of the Diocese. The Ordinary of the Diocese convenes the 
Diocesan Synod.  
 
Section 2. Auxiliary Bishop/s. The Diocese may have Auxiliary 

Bishop(s) elected as provided in Article IV, Section 4. An Auxiliary 
Bishop is an assisting Bishop who performs such episcopal and 
other ministries as may be delegated by the Ordinary.  
 
Section 3. Chief Pastor, Prime Teacher, and Chief Presider. The 
Ordinary is the Chief Pastor, Prime Teacher and Chief Presider of 
the Diocese, and therefore, has the right and obligation, and has 
responsibility to take, any reasonable action allowed by the 

canons of the Diocese to safeguard the Catholic Faith and officiate 
within any community of faith or elsewhere in the Diocese over 
the liturgical worship and sacramental ministries of the diocese 
The Ordinary is the prime teacher in matters of doctrine and 
practice.  
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Section 4. Ordinary of all Organizations. The Diocesan Bishop is 
the Ordinary of all religious and benevolent organizations of the 
Church within this Diocese, and as such may attend and preside 
at any of their meetings. However, this does not in any way 
diminish the rights set in the National Constitution of the ECC for 
religious organizations within the Diocese. Specifically, the 
Diocesan Bishop shall be the Ordinary for all communities open 
for public worship even if they are administered by the religious 
and/or benevolent organization or on religious and/or benevolent 
organization properties. The Diocesan Bishop and the senior 
leaders of such organizations shall work together collegially. The 
Diocesan Bishop and the Diocesan Synod shall continue to have 
primary jurisdiction for all matters affecting the Diocese. The 
Presiding Bishop and the national ECC Episcopal Council shall 
continue to have appellate jurisdiction over any proceedings.  

 
Section 5. Establishing Administrative Body and Ad Hoc 
Committees. The Ordinary shall establish an administrative body, 
which may include a Chancellor, and other officers, including 
Vicars, Canons, Vocations Vicars, Executive Vicar, or the like as 
deemed necessary in order to fulfill the duties of the Office of 
Diocesan Bishop. The Ordinary shall have exclusive oversight and 
administration over all standing committees or ad hoc 
committees, on Vocations, Liturgy or the like, and to establish 

Diocesan Clergy Formation Plans, or the like in order to further 
the mission of the Diocese and ultimately of the Communion.  
 
Section 6. Responsibilities regarding Legislation. The Ordinary 
shall sign or veto all legislation passed by any Diocesan Body. A 
dispute regarding any veto shall be referred to the national ECC 
Council of Bishops for resolution. 
 

Section 7. Participation in the National Communion. The 
Ordinary, as a Regional Bishop, becomes a voting member of the 
Council of Bishops of the Communion once the episcopal election 
is confirmed by the Synod of the Communion and the Council of 
Bishops of the Communion as set forth in the Constitution and 
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Bylaws of the National ECC. Auxiliary Bishops are non-voting 
members of the national Episcopal Council of the Communion.  
 
Section 8. Responsibilities. The Ordinary is responsible for, and 
is the final authority for, the process, procedures, and reception 
of new communities into the Diocese, of all applications for 
ordination, of ordinands themselves, of ordaining, or not 
ordaining, any prospective ordinand,; of receiving, or not, of all 
clergy applying for incardination into the Diocese;, and is the 
presider over all ordinations in the Diocese, unless otherwise 
appointed by the Ordinary. The Ordinary gives faculties to the 
Clergy of the Diocese and also withdraws faculties from Clergy for 
just cause and after due process.  
 
Section 9. The Ordinary shall appoint a Chief Financial Officer for 
the This Officer may be either lay or ordained and shall be a 

person of good moral character.  
 

ARTICLE VI 
The Diocesan Episcopal Council 

 
Section 1. The Diocesan Episcopal Council. The Diocesan 
Episcopal Council (also referred to as the “DEC”) is comprised of 
the Ordinary, former Ordinaries as provided for herein, and any 
Auxiliary Bishops in good standing.  

 
Section 2. Court of Appeal. The DEC serves as a court of appeal 
for any and all disputed intra- diocesan legislation and 
misconduct. All irreconcilable controversies by, between, or 
among Clergy, Laity and/or Faith Communities, shall be referred 
to the Ordinary first for resolution and if no resolution can be 
found, then the matter shall be forwarded to the DEC for 
determination. Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is the 

responsibility of any and all Faith Communities, including 
parishes, religious organizations, and/or specialized ministries to 
investigate any misconduct, mismanagement, and/or ethical 
violation first and to give a report of their findings to the Ordinary 
and to the DEC.  
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Section 3. Voting Rights of Bishops in the DEC. Only Ordinary 
and Auxiliary Bishops have voting privileges.  
 
Section 4. Determinations by Consensus. All resolutions shall be 
made by a consensus vote of all voting Bishops. 
 
Section 5. Establishing Standing and Ad Hoc Committees. The 
DEC may establish, create, review, and dissolve standing and ad 
hoc committees and may appoint qualified aides or other officers, 
as deemed necessary in order to fulfill their duties and in order to 
further the mission of the Diocese and ultimately of the 
Communion.  
 
Section 6. Meetings and Ad Hoc Boards of Inquiry. The DEC shall 
prepare protocols for its meetings and may authorize ad hoc 

boards of inquiry composed of laity, clergy and bishops, for 
investigation of all matters and/or controversies set before the 
DEC. 
 
Section 7. Clergy Discipline. The Ordinary shall be responsible 
for clergy discipline with the advice of the Diocesan Episcopal 
Council and the Diocesan Council. 
 

ARTICLE VII 

The Diocesan Council 
 

Section 1. The Diocesan Council (also referred to herein as the “ 
DC The DC consist of up to two (2) clergy members from each 
Faith Community of the Diocese, and up to two (2) lay members 
from each Faith Community of the Diocese. Such delegates shall 
be chosen by their respective Faith Communities. The Ordinary 
may appoint additional members as she/he may deem 

appropriate for the needs of the DC.   
 
Section 2. Functions Prescribed. The Diocesan Council shall  
advise and work together with the Ordinary of the Diocese on any 
matters affecting the Diocese that are not specifically reserved to 
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the Ordinary, the DEC, or the National Communion.  The powers, 
functions and duties of the DC shall be in conformity with those 
set forth by the Constitution and Canons of the Communion, and 
by the Constitution and Canons of this Diocese. The DC has no 
legislative authority. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
The Diocesan House of Laity 

 
Section 1. The Diocesan House of Laity. The Diocesan House of 
Laity, also referred to herein as the “DHOL”, is comprised of 
members of participating Faith Communities within the Diocese. 
Each Faith Community ( parochial, religious, and non-parochial 
specialized ministry communities), shall select at least one (1) 
delegate and may have   one (1) additional delegate for every 
block of twenty-five (25) delegates to serve a term of  two  

years, and may be re-selected. 
 
Section 2. Delegate Requirements. The Delegate must be at 
least 16 years of age, who shall be a regular communicant and an 
active member in good standing of the faith community, not a 
member of the Clergy, and selected by his/her diocesan Faith 
Community to represent the people of that Faith Community. 
 
Section 3. Policies and Procedures. The DHOL shall establish its 

own policies and procedures of its governance, including 
establishing a rule of order as set forth in Article III, Section 2 of 
this Constitution. Issues of finance and budget shall originate in 
DHOL, and thereafter shall be affirmed in the DHOC. Should the 
matter be affirmed by the DHOC, then the matter shall be sent to 
the Ordinary for approval or veto.  
 
Section 4. Meetings. The DHOL may meet by electronic means, 

including, but not limited to, conference telephone calls and over 
the Internet. The DHOL shall meet at least once a year. 
 

 
 



10 
 

ARTICLE IX 
The Diocesan House of Clergy 

 
Section 1. The Diocesan House of Clergy.  The DHOC will be 
comprised of both voting and non-voting members. Each Faith 
Community (parochial, religious, and non- parochial specialized 
ministry communities), is entitled to up to two (2) delegates with 
voting rights, one of whom is the ordained parish pastor or senior 
ordained leader for a non-parochial ministry, and the second 
delegate must be an additional clergy of each parish or additional 
ordained leader of a non-parochial ministry, both elected to 
represent the Faith Community for all matters including the 
Diocesan Synod. All non-voting clergy shall have the ability to 
participate in all discussion, debate in all DHOC matters.  
 
Section 2. Faith Communities Whose Pastor is a Bishop. Since 

Bishops are not permitted to serve in the DHOC, faith 
communities whose pastor is a bishop, shall designate an 
appropriate ordained representative in lieu of the bishop to serve 
as the DHOC Delegate of that parish, religious order or non-
parochial ministry.  
 
 
Section 4. Policies and Procedures. The DHOC shall establish its 
own policies and procedures of its governance, including 

establishing a rule of order as set forth in Article III, Section 2, 
and shall meet electronically (including, but not limited to, 
conference telephone calls and over the Internet) or physically, 
as agreed to by a majority of the DHOC membership, no less 
than once a year.  
 

 
ARTICLE X 

Meetings of the Diocesan Synod 
 
Section 1. Meetings. The Church in the Diocese shall physically 
assemble in a Diocesan Synod in the opposite years when the 
National ECC Synod is to take place. However, if a public health 
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or emergency or other exigency exists, the Synod may be 
conducted electronically. The Ordinary of the Diocese convenes 
the Diocesan Synod.  
 
Section 2. Special Meetings. Special Meetings of the Diocesan 
Synod may be called as provided for in the Canons or as deemed 
necessary by the Ordinary. However, if a public health or 
emergency or other exigency exists, the Special Meeting may be 
conducted electronically. 
 
Section 3. Voting in Between Synod Sessions. Auditable 
electronic voting is hereby allowed as a method for passage of 
proposed legislation, canons, or the like, if deemed necessary by 
the DC, DEC, DHOL, DHOC, or the Ordinary, in between Diocesan 
Synod meetings. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
The Officers of Diocesan Synod 

 
Section 1. Presiding Officer. The duly elected Ordinary is ex-
officio President of the Diocesan Synod.  
 
Section 2. In Case of the Absence of the Ordinary. In case of the 
absence of the Ordinary, the Auxiliary Bishop, if there be one, 
shall preside. If there is no Auxiliary Bishop available, then the 

Executive Vicar, if there be one, otherwise, then the President of 
the Diocesan House of Clergy shall act as the President pro-
tempore of the Diocesan Synod.  
 
Section 3. Other Officers. There shall be elected for each house, 
the DEC, the DHOL, and the DHOC, the following officers: a 
Secretary, one or more assistance Secretaries as needed, and/or 
a Registrar to certify delegates prior to the Synod and to record 

accurate minutes of the respective body and Synod for Diocesan 
archives. 
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ARTICLE XII 
Admission of New Faith Communities 

 
Section 1. Admitted after Presenting Credentials. A New Faith 
Community shall be admitted for full participation in the Diocese 
at the discretion of the Ordinary based on objective standards 
established by the Ordinary in consultation with the DEC and 
accedes to this Constitution. Missions are not independent Faith 
Communities, but rather are dependent upon the resources, 
spiritual, financial, or otherwise, of established and credentialed 
ECC Faith Communities. Missions may be invited as guests to the 
Diocesan Synod, but may not have any voting privileges apart 
from the credentialed ECC Faith Community that is functioning as 
its sponsor. 
 
Section 2. Forfeiture of Membership. Any Faith Community that 

relinquishes membership in the Communion, shall automatically 
forfeit membership in the Diocese. Conversely, any Faith 
Community that relinquishes membership in the Diocese shall 
automatically forfeit membership in the Communion, excluding 
transfers to newly-formed neighboring Dioceses of the 
Communion. 
 

ARTICLE XIII 
Diocesan Funding 

 
Section 1. The Diocesan Synod Can Raise Money. The Diocesan 
Synod shall have the power to raise money by such means as it 
may determine, to be designated as the Diocesan Fund, for the 
regular expenses of the Diocese. The Diocese shall have the 
power and authority to levy and collect monetary assessments 
from any and all Faith Communities, taking into account the size 
and unrestricted resources of each Faith Community. The 

Diocesan Synod may, from time to time, approve and direct 
extra-ordinary or special projects; provided, that such shall 
approved by a two-thirds vote of the DHOC and a two- thirds 
vote of the DHOL. 
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Section 2. Duties of the Chief Financial Officer. The Chief 
Financial Officer shall maintain Diocesan accounting records in 
accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles; 
develop and maintains banking relationships on behalf of the 
Diocese; collect assessments from Faith Organization; pay over 
any Diocesan financial obligations to the national church; and 
audit the books and records of faith communities if directed to do 
so by the Ordinary or the Diocesan Council. 
 
Section 3. Financial Ethics and Transparency. The financial books 
and records of the Diocese shall be prepared in an accurate and 
truthful manner and open to inspection by all members of all faith 
communities, lay and ordained. All Diocesan funds and other 
assets shall be used and/or spent to further the mission of the 
Diocese and the national church. No Diocesan funds shall ever be 
used to further any private or personal financial interests. 

 
Section 4. Spending. The Diocese, acting in accordance with its 
Constitution and canons, shall gave the power to spend Diocesan 
Funds on the mission of the Diocese. 
 
Section 5.  Collection. The Diocese shall have the power to pay 
over to the national church such financial obligations to which it 
has agreed by majority votes in the DEC, DHOP, and DHOL, each 
voting separately. 

 
ARTICLE XIV 

Ownership of Real Property and other Church Property 
 
Section 1. Ownership of Real Property. The Diocese, any Faith 
Community, Parish, or Religious Order owning Real Property shall 
have all ownership rights as specified by the entity on title 
thereof.  Such property shall not be sold, given or transferred to 

any other person, entity or jurisdiction without the approval of 
the entity on title thereof.  Property held under this section shall 
be the sole property of that respective Diocese, Parish, Faith 
Community, Religious Order and/or Specialized Ministry and 
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remains the property of that entity even if it withdraws from the 
Communion and/or the Diocese.  
 
Section 2. Sale of Property owned by Faith Communities. If 
Property, real or otherwise, is owned by the Faith Community, 
Diocese, Parish, Religious Order and/or Specialized Ministry, any 
funds derived from the sale or transfer of such property shall be 
deposited into the account of the Faith Community, Diocese, 
Parish, Religious Order and/or Specialized Ministry who sold the 
property and shall not inure to the benefit of an individual person 
except as provided for by law.  
 
Section 3. Disposal of Money Property after Cessation of 
Existence. If the Diocese, Faith Community, Parish, Religious 
Order, and/or Specialized Ministry ceases to exist, the Property it 
owns, both real and otherwise, must be disbursed as its particular 

governing documents shall direct. In the absence of express 
instructions for the disbursements of the said title and ownership 
of the said property shall pass to the Diocese. Any money or 
property donated for an express purpose shall be disbursed in 
accordance with the documents establishing the donation.  
 
Section 4. Retention of Property Rights for Private Persons. All 
property, real or otherwise, purchased by private persons for 
Church use, remains the property of the private person, subject 

to all ownership rights appertaining thereto. 
 

ARTICLE XV 
Contractual Arrangements by Faith Communities 

 
Section 1. Employer of Record. Each Faith Community of the 
Diocese is the employer of record for its clergy and staff, with 
responsibility for regulations regarding due process in the hiring 

and termination of all clergy and staff, as well as notification to 
the Ordinary, the DEC and the Presiding Bishop of the National 
ECC of any grievance or claim of misconduct on the part of the 
pastor, staff members, or any clergy.  
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Section 2. Clarification of Roles and Authority. Each Faith 
Community must specify in writing the authority of the pastor (or 
other chief administrator) regarding other staff members, paid or 
volunteer, as well as additional responsibilities of the pastor’s (or 
chief administrator’s) office.   
 
Section 3. Responsibilities for Contracts. Each Faith Community 
is responsible for any and all contracts or letters of understanding 
for the purchase of property, real or otherwise, all employment 
relationships, including those regarding employment of its pastor, 
other clergy, staff members, musicians, vendors, and any other 
contractual relationship affecting the Faith Community. No Faith 
Community shall enter into any contract obligating the Diocese 
without the consent of the Ordinary. Each Faith Community shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the Diocese for any and all 
liabilities created by a contract to which the Faith Community is a 

party or third party beneficiary. 
 

ARTICLE XVI 
Liturgies 

 
Section 1. Liturgical Standards. Liturgies offered in the Diocese 
shall conform to the generally accepted standards of Catholic 
worship derived from the Roman, Old Catholic, Anglican and 
Eastern traditions.  

 
Section 2.  Spiritual Authority Within a Community. The Member 
of the Clergy in charge of a faith community shall be responsible 
for the spiritual affairs (liturgy, music, preaching and teaching) of 
that Faith Community, taking into account the needs and 
preferences of the community served, subject to the authority of 
the Ordinary, the Constitution and Canons of the National ECC 
and those of the Diocese. In the event of a dispute between the 

clergy and the laity on such issues, the Ordinary shall make a 
final decision, with advice from the Diocesan Council.  
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ARTICLE XVII 
Amending the Constitution 

 
Section 1. Method of Amending. This Constitution may be 
amended in the following manner: any proposed amendment 
which shall have been submitted to the DC by the DHOL, the 
DHOC, the DEC, or the Office of the Ordinary. An electronic vote, 
or an in-person vote at  regular or special meeting shall be taken 
on the proposed amendment wherein each representative from 
the DEC, DHOC and the DHOL shall vote. Approval of the 
proposed amendment must be by a 2/3 majority of each House. 
If an Amendment fails to pass, the Diocesan Council, the DEC, 
the DHOL or the DHOP may request that the Ordinary create an 
ad hoc committee for a study and report back for final action at 
the next Diocesan Synod or Special Meeting. 
 

Section  2. Effective Date Of Amendment. Amendments to the 
constitution shall be deemed to operate prospectively only upon 
approval unless the Amendment specifies otherwise by explicit 
language. 
 
 


