SPIRITUAL WARFARE IS NOT FOR SISSIES
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A 
Anger (…Bitterness, Resentment)
26 Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil [s]an opportunity.    Ephesians 4:26

  15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;       Hebrews 12:15

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:31,32
Do not be eager in your heart to be angry. For anger resides in the bosom of fools.  Ecclesiates 7:9
Authority (of/in Christ)
…..of Christ
 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him [Yeshua Hamashiach], and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   




Philippians2:9-11

…that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 




Ephesians 1:17-23
The name of the Lord [Yeshua Hamashiach] is a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe.

Proverbs 18:10

 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,  in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.    
 Colossians 1:13-20
…Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.
1 Peter 3:21b,22

You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. 


Hebrews 2:8a

God,… in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say,
“You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”?
And again,
“I will be a Father to Him And He shall be a Son to Me”?
6 And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says,
“And let all the angels of God worship Him.”
7 And of the angels He says,
“Who makes His angels winds, And His ministers a flame of fire.”
8 But of the Son He says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.
9 “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness above Your companions.”
10 And,
“You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth,
And the heavens are the works of Your hands; 11 They will perish, but You remain;

And they all will become old like a garment,12 And like a mantle You will roll them up;
Like a garment they will also be changed.
But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end.”     Hebrews 1:1-13
.......In Christ

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.     1John 4:4

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.    James 4;7

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?    1 John 5:4,5

“No weapon that is formed against you will prosper;
And every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
And their vindication is from Me,” declares the Lord.      Isaiah 54:17
 The [i]seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 18 And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”                Luke 10:18-20

We know that no one who is born of God [habitually] sins; but He who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him     1 John 5:18
12 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.
John 14:10-14

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth











Matt 28:18

17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”



Mark16:17,18

No weapon formed against you shall prosper,
And every tongue which rises against you in judgment
You shall condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
And their righteousness is from Me,”
Says the Lord.
Isa 54:17 

They will fight against you,
But they shall not prevail against you.
For I am with you,” says the Lord, “to deliver you.”
Jere 1:19

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ 

(by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, 

and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 

He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
                                                                                                      Ephesians 2:4-7
B 

Bondage (hope)
Hope for Ourselves:

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me [the Messiah- Luke 4], 
Because the LORD has anointed me 
To bring good news to the afflicted; 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to captives 
And freedom to prisoners;

 Isaiah 61:1
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set free those who are oppressed,
19 To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.”
…And He [Jesus] began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your [h]hearing.”     Luke 4:18-19,21

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 



1 Peter 5:8-11
Hope for our Children:
Can the prey be taken from the mighty man, 
Or the captives of a tyrant be rescued?                                                                                                      Surely, thus says the LORD,                                                                                                                                Even the captives of the mighty man will be taken away, 
And the prey of the tyrant will be rescued; 
For I will contend with the one who contends with you, 
And I will save your sons [and daughters]. 
I will feed your oppressors with their own flesh, 
And they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine; 
And all flesh will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior 
And your Redeemer


Isaiah 49:24-26
C 

Confession
Jesus , Our Advocate
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an[a]Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the [b]propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 1 John 2:1,2
Requirements of Confession

Come and hear, all who [g]fear God, And I will tell of what He has done for my soul.
17 I cried to Him with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue.
18 If I [i]regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord [j]will not hear;
19 But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer
Nor His lovingkindness from me.                                Psalm 66:16-20
Proper Appeal during Confession

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
Try me and know my anxious thoughts;
24 And see if there be any [n]hurtful way in me,
And lead me in the everlasting way. Psalm 139:23-24
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness:
according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:     Psalm 51:1-4
Consequences of  Avoiding Confession

How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered!
2 How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no deceit!
3 When I kept silent about my sin, my [b]body wasted away
Through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me;
My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. [e]Selah.
5 I acknowledged my sin to You,
And my iniquity I did not hide;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”;
And You forgave the [f]guilt of my sin. Selah.


 Psalm 32:1-5
Confusion
 “The Lord will send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all [a]you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken Me. 21 The Lord will make the pestilence cling to you until He has consumed you from the land where you are entering to possess it.   

                                                                                                                                           Deuteronomy 28:20

for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.     1 Corinthians 14:33

Conscience
The consequences of a damaged conscience
...keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. ]Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme. 








1 Timothy 1:19,20
The Importance of
I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day,








2 Timothy 1:3
D 

Deceit / Lying 
The Consequences of

And He said, “What comes out of a man; that defiles a man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.  All these evil things come from within and defile a man.” 








Mark 7:20-23

 For “He who would love life And see good days,
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.”      1 Peter 3:10

 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting, being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness   









 Romans 1:28,29
 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.    2 Timothy 3:13

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no deceit.    




  Psalm 32:2

Denial [of sin]
If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:8
13Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God";
for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 
14But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 
15Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
16Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 
Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 
In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 
19This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; 
20for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 
21Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 
22But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.    










James 1:13-22
18If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear;
19But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 
20Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer Nor His lovingkindness from me.











Psalm 66:18-20
23Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;
24And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way.
Psalm 139:23-24
E 

Exposing all that is Hidden

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.      Hebrews 4:13

  But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  Luke 12:2

13 The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. 14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.  







Ecclesiates 12:13,14
[Daniel said,]
“Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him.
21 “It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings;
He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding.
22 “It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things;
He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.     Daniel 2:20-22

F 

Fantasizing: Desiring something God never intended us to have. It is a form of covetousness. Coveting and lust go hand in hand…
But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them.                                                                                                 Ephesians 5:3,5-7

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.                                








    1 Corinthians 6:9,10
Fasting
Is this not the fast that I have chosen: 

To loose the bonds of wickedness, 
To undo the heavy burdens, 
To let the oppressed go free, 
And that you break every yoke?     Isaiah 58:6

“Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God to seek from Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our possessions…So we fasted and sought our God concerning this matter, and He [k]listened to our entreaty.” 


Ezra 8:21,23
Fear

Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

Psalm 34:11

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.       2 Tim 1:7

Fear not, for I am with you;  Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’ 
“Behold, all those who were incensed against you shall be ashamed and disgraced; 
They shall be as nothing, and those who strive with you shall perish. 
You shall seek them and not find them--Those who contended with you. 
Those who war against you shall be as nothing, As a nonexistent thing. 

For I, the LORD your God, will hold your right hand, 
Saying to you, ‘Fear not, I will help you.’    

           Isaiah 41:10-13
God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, 
And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. 
 Selah…Be still, and know that I am God;

Psalm 46:1-3,10a

When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.
4 In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust;
I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?...
….Put my tears in Your bottle. Are they not in Your book?

9 Then my enemies will turn back in the day when I call;
This I know, that God is for me. In God, whose word I praise, In the Lord, whose word I praise,
11 In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?
12 Your vows are binding upon me, O God; I will render thank offerings to You.
13 For You have delivered my soul from death, Indeed my feet from stumbling,
So that I may walk before God In the light of the living.     Psalms 56:3,4,9-13
Hear my cry, O God; Give heed to my prayer.
2 From the end of the earth I call to You when my heart is faint;
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
3 For You have been a refuge for me, A tower of strength [a]against the enemy.
4 Let me [b]dwell in Your tent forever; Let me take refuge in the shelter of Your wings. Selah.     Psalm 61:1-4

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him[b] because He first loved us.

 1 John 4:18,19
1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
2I will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!"
3For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper And from the deadly pestilence.
4He will cover you with His pinions, And under His wings you may seek refuge;
His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. 

5You will not be afraid of the terror by night, Or of the arrow that flies by day;
6Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, Or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.
7A thousand may fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand,
But it shall not approach you.
8You will only look on with your eyes And see the recompense of the wicked.
9For you have made the Lord, my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place.
10No evil will befall you, Nor will any plague come near your tent.
11For He will give His angels charge concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.
12They will bear you up in their hands, That you do not strike your foot against a stone.
13You will tread upon the lion and cobra, The young lion and the serpent you will trample down.
14"Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him;
I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.
15"He will call upon Me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.
16"With a long life I will satisfy him And let him see My salvation."                              Psalm 91

 … keep sound wisdom and discretion:
So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.
Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble.
When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.
Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.
For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.            Prov3:21b-26
1I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; From where shall my help come?
2My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.
3He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.
4Behold, He who keeps Israel Will neither slumber nor sleep.
5The Lord is your keeper; The Lord is your shade on your right hand.
6The sun will not smite you by day, Nor the moon by night.
7The Lord will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.
8The Lord will guard your going out and your coming in
From this time forth and forever.                             Psalm 121
The fear of the Lord [is] the beginning of wisdom;…
Psalm 111:10   Proverbs 9:10
The secret of the Lord [is] with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.








Psalm 25:14
Behold, the eye of the Lord [is] on those who fear Him, on those who hope in His mercy.








Psalm 33:18
The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear him, and delivers them.








Psalm 34:17

Surely His salvation [is] near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land.   Psalm 85:9

For as the heavens are high above the earth, [So] great is His mercy toward those who fear Him. 











Psalm 103:11

The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy      Psalm 147:11

Focusing on People

I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God? 




John 5: 43,44

For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

 2 Corinthians 10:12

Focusing on how God sees us

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.8 Be sober, be vigilant; because[c] your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.            1 Peter 5:6-9

 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons [and daughters] of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.    




Romans 8:14-17

Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.






 Isaiah 30:18 
Forgiveness-
1 John 1:9

Confirmation of God’s Forgiveness (toward us)

“ Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “ Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.    Isaiah 1:17-19 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;
As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.         Psalm 103:12,13
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,[a] who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.   Romans 8:1

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.






Colossians 2:13-15

How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered!
2 How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no deceit!
3 When I kept silent about my sin, my [b]body wasted away
Through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me;
My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. [e]Selah.
5 I acknowledged my sin to You,
And my iniquity I did not hide;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”;
And You forgave the [f]guilt of my sin. Selah.


 Psalm 32:1-5
For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive,
And abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You. 
Psalm 86:5
13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.                                                       Colosians 1:13,14
8 Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity
And passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession?
He does not retain His anger forever,
Because He delights in unchanging love.
19 He will again have compassion on us;
He will tread our iniquities under foot.
Yes, You will cast all their sins
Into the depths of the sea.

Micah 7;18-19
“Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past….”

“I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake,
And I will not remember your sins.                                    Isaiah 43:18,25
Forgiving Others
[Parable of the king who forgave a debt- Matt 18:21-35]
 “For if you forgive other people for their offenses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive other people, then your Father will not forgive your offenses.       Matthew 6:14,15 

 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  

Colossians 3:12,13
Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.                Ephesians 4: 1-3

Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.     
Ephesians 4:31,32
See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;    Hebrews 12:15
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but [p]leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.                                                                                                                                 Romans 12:18-21

17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.19 So then [h]we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.                                         Romans 14:17-19
To Avoid giving Satan access to us
Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil [s]an opportunity.      Ephesians 4:26-27

Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.    







 2 Corinthians 2:10,11

Examples of forgiveness


Esau………..Gen33:4 
            Joseph……...Gen 45
(Our) Future  in God’s House
1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.     John 14: 1-3

G  

Greed
Psalm 49 (All)
H
Hope
[As long as you are living, there is a basis for hope]
For whoever is joined with all the living, there is hope; surely a live dog is better than a dead lion.   Eccl 9:4
My soul has been rejected from peace; I have forgotten happiness.
So I say, “My strength has perished, And so has my hope from the Lord.”
Remember my affliction and my [d]wandering, the wormwood and bitterness.
Surely my soul remembers And is bowed down within me.
This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.
The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,
For His compassions never fail.

Lamentations 3:17-22
For I know the plans that I [a]have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

Jere 29:11
Those who hopefully wait for Me will not be put to shame.
24 “Can the prey be taken from the mighty man,
Or the captives of a tyrant be rescued?”
25 Surely, thus says the Lord,
“Even the captives of the mighty man will be taken away,
And the prey of the tyrant will be rescued;
For I will contend with the one who contends with you,
And I will save your sons.                    Isaiah 49:23b-25
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out of them all.  Psalm 34:18-19
Husbands (responsibility)
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.      Colossians 3:19

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.    1 Peter 3:7

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body,[d] of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”[e] 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband      Ephesians 5:25-33

 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.                    Philippians 2:5-8

I 

Idolatry
“You shall have no other gods before Me.   Exodus 20:3
What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.                                                                                                  1 Corinthians 10:21
Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  1 Corinthians 10:14
Insecurity: Lack of confidence, convictions that are shaky (form of Unbelief)
 For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say:

“The Lord is my helper;I will not fear.What can man do to me?”    Hebrews 13:5b,6
Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me,
For my soul takes refuge in You;
And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge
Until destruction passes by.2 I will cry to God Most High,
To God who accomplishes all things for me.
3 He will send from heaven and save me;
He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah.
God will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth.
Psalm 57:1-3
J      K     
L
Living Out the Christian life

With what shall I come to the Lord And bow myself before the God on high?
Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With yearling calves?
7 Does the Lord take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:6-8
Lust

Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.                                       




      2 Timothy 2:22 
But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.   








 Matthew 5:8
 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.  


 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 
M    
N      
O
 Occult
Types: Witchcraft, Divination, Sorcery [seeking from demons what only God can give]
10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination [secret knowledge], one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12 For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of these detestable things the Lord your God will drive them out before you. 13 You shall be [i]blameless before the Lord your God. 14 For those nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed you to do so.                                                                                           Deut 18:10-14
… [Manasseh] practiced witchcraft, used divination, practiced sorcery and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger. 2 Chron 33:6

Divination (seeking knowledge apart from God- fortune telling, séance, clairvoyance, horoscopes)
19 When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter,” should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness. 
Isaiah  8: 19-22
Sorcery: [Seeking Power/Protection/gratification through objects/ physical senses- incantations, drugs / music, amulets, games, lucky charms) 
P

God keeps His Promises
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”……          Joshua 1:9

“Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. And you know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing has failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed.       Joshua 23:14

“Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good ]promise, which He ]promised through Moses His servant. 

1 Kings 8:56
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 

and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
11 so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.   Isaiah 55:10,11
Prideful Spirit

Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
“God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”
 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
1 Peter 5:5-7
But He gives more grace. Therefore He says:
“God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”
James 4:6

Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;
Though they join forces,[a] none will go unpunished.       Proverbs 16:5

Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.    Proverbs 16:18

Though He scoffs at the scoffers, Yet He gives grace to the afflicted.    Proverbs 3:34
For though the Lord is exalted,
Yet He regards the lowly,
But the haughty He knows from afar.       Psalm 138:6
Q        R
Rebellious Flip-Side / Wounded Spirit

And knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them, “Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself will not stand. 
Matt 12:25

If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.    





Matthew 5:29-30

Rejection (Shame, Regrets, Self worth)
“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “ Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.    Isaiah 1:18

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…..                  Romans 8:1

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.                                                                                           
Colossians 2:13-15

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.           2 Corinthians 5:17
Repentance

Psalm 51
Responsibility (for my own spiritual condition)
S
Salvation 
The Plan
· God is Holy [set apart from anything that is impure in thought/word/deed]

There is no one holy like the LORD, Indeed, there is no one besides Thee,
nor is there any rock like our God…                               1 Samuel 2:2
Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.        Habakkuk 1:13

· All of us have sinned…

…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God    Romans 3:23

…for whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.    
James 2:10

· Our sins have separated us and God

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear     





Isaiah 59:2

· God’s Justice requires death for sin

                  For the wages of sin is death…    Romans 6:23

· Out of love, God sent the Lord Jesus Christ to pay for our sins

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 


2 Corinthians 5:21
· To receive forgiveness, we must simply 
· Agree with God about our sinful condition, 
· Receive Him into our hearts

…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Romans 10:9-13
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 


Revelations 3:20
He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.



 John 3:36
 
Hindrances to the Truth- Satan
But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.








2 Corinthians 4:3,4



Doubts about

Byproduct of a childhood conversion

Sometimes coincides with sin of unbelief (of God’s promises- usually re: forgiveness)

Steps to have Assurance of salvation (1 John)
· Consider the eyewitness accounts (1 John 1:1-4)

· Walking in the Light- ‘abiding’ in Jesus as a branch of the vine(1 John 1:7)

· Investing love for the brethren 1 John 1:7, 3:10, 4:7,11)

Evidence of Salvation
· The Witness within us (Holy Spirit) 1 John 5:10a 

“The one who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself…”

· A new and heightened awareness of right and wrong (1 John 5:19)

· The Witness to us (The Word) 1 John 5:13

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life”

· Hunger for God’s word (Psalm 119) 

· Increase in personal testing of faith (2 Timothy 3:12)

· The Witness of us (Changed life):  2 Corinthians 5;17

“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things passed away; behold, new things have come”

· The Witness from us (God’s love) 
[the sense of fellowship with other believers]     1 John 4:7

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and know God.”
· Saving faith endures (1 John 2:19, 5:18, Matt 13:5-7, Rom 11:29)

· The desire and power to keep His commandments through grace (1 John 2:3, 3:10)

[God has promised to save all who call upon Him]

The Lord is near to all who call upon Him,
To all who call upon Him in truth.
19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him;
He will also hear their cry and will save them.      Psalm 145:18,19

Satan-(Victory over)
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.    Romans 16:20
I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.   







1 John 2:14b
 Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.”






 John 12:31-32
….the ruler of this world has been judged.  





 John 16:11b
Therefore, since the children share in [m]flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

Hebrews 2:14,15

13 When you were dead [k]in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
Colossians 2:13-15

Sexual Immorality
 
Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!  Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body[c] and in your spirit, which are God’s.    




1 Corinthians 6:13b-20
Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.  

                                                                                                                                                  Hebrews 13:4
But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them.                                                                                             



 Ephesians 5:3,5-7

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  


1 Corinthians 6:9,10
Sin [Secret, “Visited”]
(Secret)
He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.    Proverbs 28:13
If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. 
Psalm 66:18
Search me, O God, and know my heart;Try me, and know my anxieties;
And see if there is any wicked way in me,And lead me in the way everlasting.       Psalm 139:23,24
 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.                                                             1 John 1: 8-10
(Inherited)
7… keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”    Exodus 34:7

And those of you who are left shall waste away in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands;
also in their fathers’ iniquities, which are with them, they shall waste away.
‘But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, with their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, and that they also have walked contrary to Me,      Leviticus 26:39-40

‘The Lord is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation.’                     

                                                                                                                                 Numbers 14:18

you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,                           

                                                                                                                                   Deuteronomy 5:9

Prepare slaughter for his children….Because of the iniquity of their fathers,
Lest they rise up and possess the land, And fill the face of the world with cities.”  Isaiah 14:18a, 21
We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness and the iniquity of our fathers,
For we have sinned against You.                                     Jeremiah 14:20

Sovereignty (of God)

The Lord does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.      

                                                                                                                                               Psalm 135:6
Submission to Authority of Christ   “Submit therefore to God” James 4:7a
 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 









1 Corinthians 6:19,20
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 



Romans 6:11-13
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
Romans 12:1,2
T
Thanksgiving

The LORD is my strength and song,  And He has become my salvation.[a]
   The voice of rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; 
The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.
   The right hand of the LORD is exalted;The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.
I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD.
  The LORD has chastened me severely,But He has not given me over to death. 
         
 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, And I will praise the LORD.
   This is the gate of the LORD, Through which the righteous shall enter. 
 I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation.
Psalm 118:14-21

U
Unbelief vs. Belief (of God’s promises)
Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;…17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.           Hebrews 3:12,17-19

Illustration: Charles Blondin w/ wheelbarrow
Unity
Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?  

Amos 3:3

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil upon the head, coming down upon the beard, 
Even Aaron’s beard, coming down upon the edge of his robes. 
3 It is like the dew of Hermon coming down upon the mountains of Zion; 
For there the LORD commanded the blessing—life forever.      Psalm 133;1-3

V 

Vows

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
And pay your vows to the Most High;
15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble;
I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”    Psalms 50:14,15

4 When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it; for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 6 Do not let your [f]speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands?              Eccl 5:4-6
For You have heard my vows, O God; You have given me the inheritance of those who fear Your name.
6 You will [d]prolong the king’s life; His years will be as many generations.
7 He will [f]abide before God forever; Appoint lovingkindness and truth that they may preserve him.
8 So I will sing praise to Your name forever, That I may pay my vows day by day.                    Psalm 61:5-8
W 
Wives (responsibility)
 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.  Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel— rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands,  as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror









1 Peter 3:1-6

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.


Ephesians 5:22-24

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Colossians 3:18

The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness,                                                  not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;                                                                                                              That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,                                 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands,                                                that the word of God be not blasphemed.


Titus 2:3-5

Words (power, consequences)
X  Y  Z 
Psalm 38
19

