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The underreported crime: sexual assault

Kate Schott
WmoNAN

One in four women will be raped
in her lifetime.

For the female students at
Winona State University, that can
be a frightening statistic.

For at least two WSU students,
it’s a daily reminder.

Marie and Sara (names have
been changed) have both been
raped. Marie was raped in a
Fitzgerald’s Dance Club men’s
bathroom last spring, and Sara was
raped while she was in high school.
Both said the experience has
changed their perspectives on life.

“When I came here, I thought
Winona was so small and nothing
bad could happen here,” said Marie.
Since her experience, she is much
more cautious, to the point where
she has gotten a cell phone and

- doesn’t walk alone much anymore.

“I don’t like to talk about it, but
1 feel better when I do,” she said.
She talks about it to “let people
know it can happen anywhere.”

Sara is also not as trusting any-
more. She doesn’t drink or date
much, because to do so would put
her into a vulnerable position.

She doesn’t like discussing the
topic either, because people often
don’t know how to respond to it.

“A lot of times I’ve noticed that
“when I told someone (that I had

Fitzgerald’s response
Fitzgerald's Dance Club
manager Mitch Augeson said
he bought the club last June,
and as far as he knows no inci-
dents of sexual assault have

occurred while he has owned it.

He said they have added
more ting inside and out-
side the building and placed
security cameras in the build-
ing. He also said that his door-
men keep a close eye on things.

been raped) the subject never came
up again,” she said. “Nobody could
relate to it.”

Rape in America

“America doesn’t have clearly
defined and universally accepted
rules about sexuality,” writes Mary
Pipher, Ph.D., in “Reviving
Ophelia,” a book about adolescent
girls. “We live in a pluralistic cul-
ture with contradictory sexual para-
digms. We hear diverse messages
from our families, our churches, our
schools and the media, and each of
us must integrate these messages
and arrive at some value system
that makes sense to us.”

Tamara Berg, the director of
women’s studies at WSU, agrees.

“Both men and women get
mixed messages from our popular

culture about how to be sexual,”
said Berg.

Berg said women accept the
messages they receive, especially
where rape is concerned. Many
rape victims hear the message they
deserved to be raped because they
were too drunk or because they
went home with a guy. Victims are
told to be ashamed.

This could explain why rape is
underreported. Plus, Berg said,
once a victim reports a rape she
must claim it as rape. Some don’t
want to admit what happened to
them was rape.

Berg speaks from experience,
having been sexually assaulted
when she was a sophomore at the
University of Wisconsin -
Madison. She was taking a shower
in her dorm at 8 p.m. when a man
entered and assaulted her.

When a police officer ques-
tioned her, he asked her questions
such as what was she doing in the
shower at & p.m., what was she
wearing, did she say no and did she
ask this person to do this to her.

Thinking back now, she wishes
she had said something to the offi-
cer about his questions. At the time
she believed she carried some of the
blame — she didn’t try to get away
or say no. She said if she can feel
this way about a stranger, it must be
even worse for victims who know
their assailants.
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Definition of rape
“A criminal offense defined
in most states as sexual rela-
tions with a person against that
person’s will.”
“Lack of consent results

from either forcible compul-
sion by the perpetrator or an
incapacity to consent on the
part of the victim.”

Definitions  taken  firom
West s Encyclopedia of
American Law.

“It's not surprising to me that
women don’t report rape,” she said.
“Reporting rape is hard to do — no
matter what the circumstances.”

City resources

Winena County Attorney Chuck
MacLean said there 1s an extraordi-
narily high incident of sexual
assault in Winona County.

“7,000 out of the 50,000 people
in Winona County are college stu-
dents. Students are a vulnerable age
for being both perpetrators and vic-
tims,” said MacLean.

MaclLean said the county has a
high conviction rate for offenders
of sexual assault, due in part to their
“sexual assault response protocol
booklet.” The county has received
calls from around the country with
requests for a copy.

‘I don’t

The following are stories of two
Winona State University students,
as told to Winonan News Editor
Kate Schott. All names have been
changed.

Marie’s story

Marie and her friend went to
Fitzgerald’s Dance Club one night.
Even though Marie wasn’t of age
and her ID was checked, she was
given a bracelet that allowed her to
purchase alcoholic beverages. She
bought for herself and her friends
that night.

While there, she danced one
dance with a guy she met, then sat

" out a while. As she waited in line to

use the bathroom, the guy she had
been dancing with came up to her
and suggested she use the men’s
room, since there was no line.
Marie went into the men’s room.
The guy threw her into the closest
of two stalls. He started hitting her
head against the far wall. Because
she had been drinking and her head
hurt, she couldn’t do anything.
The next thing she knew,
pants were down and the guy was
having sex with her. She said it did-

her

The booklet lists resources in the
county, including ones at the uni-
versities, the Women’s Resource
Center (WRC), the hospital, law
enforcement agencies and the coun-
ty attorney’s office. There is also a
criminal sexual conduct statute
referral guide and forms a victim
might have to fill out if raped.

MacLean called the protocol
“victim-centered.”

“Although the victim doesn’t
have veto power, their wishes are
respected at every step to the extent
that’s possible,” he said.

Alcohol connection

According to the Rape Abuse
and Incest National WNetwork
(RAINN), at least 45 percent of
rapists are under the influence of
alcohol or drugs. MacLean said
there are over 60 liquor licenses in
the city of Winona, and he believes
there is a correlation between alco-
hol use and sexual assault.

Stephanine Martin Rodgers, co-
director of the WRC, agreed.

“Rape is prevalent in our entire
society and college campuses are
not a protected group,” said Martin
Rodgers. “There are no barriers
keeping it from happening on col-
lege campuses.”

The WRC provides an advocacy
program and support groups for
survivors of sexual assault.

The word “survivor” is an

Request for stories
The Winonan is interested
in investigating this topic fur-
, especially assaults on or
near campus.
If you wish to share your

story with us, please contgct
News Editor Kate Schott at
457-2425 or via campus e-

KSchott8150.
be anony-

mail at
Interviews will
mous.

important one at the WRC.

“Words are powerful,” said
Martin Rodgers. “After you have
been raped, you are a victim and
yOu are a survivor.

“Sexual assault survivors are not
weaklings. But they are human.
They have been violated horribly.
They are entitled to a healing jour-
ney that respects their own bound-
aries.”

WSU Resources

If a WSU student is raped, there
are several places she or he can go.

Security, the counseling center,
resident assistants, hall directors or
the affirmative action director are
all available to help.

Students can also contact law
enforcement officials if they wish
to file formal charges.

want to do this.’

n’t last long, because a security
guard came in and said the club was
closing.

The guy led her out of the club
and tried to force her into a van
several of his friends were in; but
her friends grabbed Marie and
pulled her away from the van. The
van followed them.

The next day, Marie’s friend
called Fitzgerald’s, without Marie’s
knowledge. When she told them
what happened, she was told it was
Marie’s fault because she had been
drinking and she should have
known better then to go into the
men’s room.

Sara’s story

Between her junior and senior
year of high school, Sara moved to
the Twin Cities to work. Her boss
asked her cut on a date and she felt
she was obligated to go out with
him. During their date, they went to
bars, even though she was only 17.
Her boss got her intoxicated. Sara
made it clear she wouldn’t go home
with him that night. He said he'd
drive her home, but they wound up
at his place. Sara didn’t want to go

upstairs with him, but she eventual-
ly did.

Once in the apartment, they
began kissing, but she made it clear
she didn’t want to have sex. He left
the room to go the bathroom, and
when he returned, he forced her
pants off. Sara began struggling,
and he pinned her arms to her chest
with his chest and arms. The entire
time she told him, “I don’t want to
do this. Stop this.”

“I eventually realized there was
nothing I could do, so I just looked
away and cried loudly,” she said.

After it happened, she asked
him why he had raped her. He
looked her in the eye and told her
they had made love.

She spent the night there
because she was unfamiliar with
her surroundings. She also stayed at
her job because she was away from
home and didn’t want to admit she
couldn’t make it on her own. She
felt that if she left, everyone would
know why she left. She had a hard
time admitting this even occurred.
Her boss continued to ask her out
the rest of the summer.

sexnal assaulf,

4, University authorities will provide assistance to -
the sexual assault victim or complainant in preserving

A sexual assault victim’s rights at Winona State University

1. The victim has the right to file criminal charges  campus disciplinary proceeding concerning the sexu-
with local law enforcement officials.

2, Local university authorities, at the request of the
victim, will provide assistance in notifying the appro-
priate law enforcement officials and disciplinary

authorities of any incident of sexual assault,
| 3.At the direction of law enforcement aunthorities,
the campus security office will provide complete and
prompt assistance in oblaining, securing and main-
taining evidence in connection with an incident of

-at assauit complaint,

7. The victim will be informed of the outcome of
any campus disciplinary proceeding concerning the
sexual assauit complaint, consistent with aws relat-
ing to data pragtices,

8, At the request of the sexual assault victim, uni.
versity authorities in cooperation with appropriate
law enforcement authorities will provide assistance in
shielding the vietim from unwanted contact with the
alleged assailant, including transferring the victim to
alterative classes or alternative university-owned
housing, if available and feasible,
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materials relevant to a campus disciplinary proceed-
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3, Al sexual assault complaints will be investigat-
ed and resolved by the appropnata camipus discipli-
nary anthanties,

6. The victim may be accompanied by an attorney
or other support person at, and may parficipato in, any

9, University authorities will inform sexual assanlt
victims of their rights to assistance from the office of
the Crime Vietim Ombudsman and the Crime Victims
Reparanons Board and will provide assistance in con-
tac;mg these ﬁfﬂ{:ﬁs-
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i@l There are those who shy away from challenges. And then there are
909 rLus 1A 00 rLus TAX : those who travel 9,000 miles looking for them.
ERPIRES EXPIRES e Peace Corps still needs
12-31-99 12-31-99 = 400 English teachers, 150 ag/environmentalists, & 200 business professionals

Sl for overseas assignments leaving between April and August—ALL majors can apply.

Making a difference has always been a matter of applying yourself. Here's where to apply.
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