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Carol Dose/Photo Editor 

Bemidji 

3M corporation last week 
donated $750,000 to Bemidji State 
University to be used to hire an 
American Indian accounting in-
structor. 

The donation is for an "en-
dowed chair" to the accounting 
department. This is the first 
"endowed chair" for an American 
Indian in Minnesota, possibly the 
nation. • 

The interest from the $750,000 
will be used to pay the salary of 
the instructor. The terms of the 
donation say the $750,000 must 
not be used, only the interest. .. 

BSU has the' largest American 
Indian population of any college 
in Minnesota. 

Mankato 
Mankato police said the 

Mankato State University home-
coming last weekend was very 
quiet compared to past years'. 

The number of house parties 
and other disturbances was very 
minimal. 

MSU administrators said there 
were no problems and that "eve-
rything went off without a hitch." 

A former MSU student was 
found guilty of forging more than 
$2,740 worth of checks as a stu-
.dent last year. 

Pamela K. Ommen was sen-
tenced to 10 days injail, a $100 fine 
and 10 days community Service: 

Maire-1)01 
The Southwest State Univer-

sity Student Senate is surveying 
SSU students this week to see if 
there is interest in changing the 
school colors of gold and brown. 

There has been some discon-
tent" with the colors of the "Mus-
tangs," according the the SSU 
student newspaper. 

No alternate colors have been 
suggested. 

State Shorts 

Weather 

Winona/dities 
Today: 	MoStly sunny skies 

High in mid 60s 

Thursday: Cloudy 
Highs in mid 60s 

Weekend: Cloudy
. 
 • 

Highin up per 50s 

Chicago 
Today: 	Partly cloudy 

High in mid 70s 

Thursday: Partly cloudy 
High in mid 705 

Weekend: Cloudy 
Highs in mid 70s Matt Sazama/Winonan Staff 
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Holocaust memory encouraged 

Nobel-Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel makes a point at the press conference prior to Wednesday night's address. 

By TAMMY STUART 
Asst. Variety Editor 
and REBECCA A. GEHRTS 
News Editor 

. Nobel Peace Priie recipient Elie 
Wiesel gave the keynote address that 
culminated a month-long series spon-
sored by the Winona State University 
Lyceum Committee on the Holocaust. 

Wiesel, a survivor of the Auschwitz 
extermination camp, spoke to a ca-
pacity crowd of more than 1,000 
people in Somsen Auditorium Oct. 
24. In additionto the crowd in Somsen, 
there were also about 500 people 
watching his speech on closed circuit 
television in Rochester and at the Main 
Stage and Recital Hall in the Perform-
ing Arts Center at WSU. • 

Weisel emphasized the importance 
of remembering the Holocaust. 

"Unless we do something creative, 
the memory itself begins to recede," 
he said. "And once the memory is 
gone, there is nothing there." 

He said keeping memories alive 
will help prevent the past from re 
peating itself. 

"We must remember; not because 
of the dead — it is WO late for the dead 
.— but for you students. Only if we 
remember is there a chance for the 
present to become the future. If we do 
not, the past will become the present." 

Remembering, however, can be 
difficult, Wiesel said. He remained 
silent about his experiences for more 
than 10 years after the war. 

"I wanted to be sure what I said 
was true,"he explained. "I didn't want 
to give in to sentimentality. When 
some of us (survivors) decided to tell 
the tale, we knew from the very begin-
ning some of us couldn't. We were 
incapable of telling the story.. The 
words we would have used to de-
scribe it would not express 'that,' the 
actual experience." 

This silence, Wiesel said, was a 
victory in itself for the enemy. 

"The enemy had won the war," he 
said. "The victims were so many and 
the dead remained dead. Our genera-
tion was condemned to live in sorrow. 
We had already lost too much." • 

What they lost, Wiesel said, was 
not only lives of loved ones, bUt•indi-
vidual identities. 

'The Jews were caught like birds in 
•a cage,"he said. 

He said Jews were limited first to 

By STUART JOHNSON 
Winonan Staff 

The crimes. of sexual harassment, 
assault and rape are prevalent at 
Winona State University as well as in 
the surrounding community. 

According to Ellen Holmgren, di-
rector of the Women's Resource Cen-
ter of Winona (WRCW), since the 
beginning of fall quarter, five assault 
cases involving students' have been 
reported..If this statistic seems alarm-
ing, Holmgren urges people to con-
sider that this figure, at best, repre-
sents only JO* percent of those that 
have actually occurred. This means as 
many as 50 cases of sexual assault may 
have taken place in just a two month 
period. . . 

In the first few weeks of October 
there were two cases of confirmed  

the country's boundaries, then the 
ghettos, then one • street, then one 
house, then an attic or cellar, then a 
cattle car, and finally to anonymity. 

This human suppression, he said, 
was executed more easily because the 
victims never imagined or prepared 
for what the enemy was capable of: 

"The whole world knew, but we 
didn't, because no one bothered to tell 
us," he explained. "If the victims had 
known what the enemy was doing, 
there would have been many more 

rape in Winona involving students at 
victims, one off campus and one in 
Sheehan Hall. 

The off campus incident took place 
as a female student left Banger's Pub 
and was gang raped in a nearby alley, 
according to the WRCW, which is 
called to assist whenever a rape is 
reported.. 

The incident in Sheehan Hall oc-
curred in the first week of October and 
involved a perpetrator who was in-
volved in two previous assaults. The 
three incidents spanned from last 
spring to this fall and involved three 
•different victims. He was subsequently 
charged with separate counts of sex- 

survivors. But nobody told them." 
Wiesel said even when people were 

told, they still did not believe. 
"When survivors came back from 

the camps, the people didn't believe 
them," he said. ''The imagination of 
the enemy was stronger than the 
imagination of the victim. We couldn't 
even imagine." 

When Wiesel himself was taken to 
Auschwitz at age 14, he had no idea 
what awaited him. 

"When we were shipped away, we 
• 

ual harassment, assault and rape. 
Jon Kosidowski, WSU assistant to 

the vice president for academic af-
fairs, refused to comment on the inci-
dents. • 

Holmgren explained that the 
names of those involved as well as the 
exact dates of the incidents are with-
held for the victims' protection. 

"Our number one concern is pres-
erVation of the victims' 'dignity," 
Holmgren said. She was not surprised 
•at the WSU administration's reluc-
tance to comment. 

The latest available statistics from 
the FBI indicate nearly 1500 rapes, 
only one form of sexual assault, were  

saw at the station the name 
"'Auschwitz! But we didn't know what 
it meant. The whole world knew, but 
we didn't, because no one bothered to 
tell us." 

Wiesel also mentioned the role his 
religion played in his life. He attrib-
uted his survival to his faith, his trust 
in his father and pure luck. Even 
though "the enemy" could take away 
their lives they could not take away 
their religion, he said. 

"We wanted to remain Jews to the 

reported in 1987 in Minnesota. 
Data from Holmgren's office indi-

cates one in three women will be the 
victim of rape in her lifetime. 

These figures greatly concern 
Heather Smith, student senator and 
chair of the student services commit-
tee. 

She said, "Women need to be aware 
of the danger and take full advantage 
of the escort service on campus." 

Smith is organizing an awareness 
program on campus in part by distrib-
uting rape alert whistles. 

Steve Everhart, a senior history 
major, said, "I've only heard rumors 
around campus about assaults, and  

end, no matter what," he said. 
But even people who were non-

practicing Jews were persecuted. 
"Many people were not religious," 

he said. "Some even converted from 
the Jewish religion. But they still suf-
fered like the others. For the first time 
in history, being became a crime, pun-
ishable by death." 

See Wiesel, page 3 

am very angry that we don't hear the 
official information. Both women and 
men need to be aware of the incidents. 
Men especially need to know that 
women are not going to take it." 

In a report to the student senate, 
Holmgren made some suggestions to 
increase awareness about sexual as-
sault. 

She would like to see social change 
events sponsored that would bring 
immediate attention to the problem. 
She said making a commitment to 
educate all the student senators on the 
issue so they in turn can sponsor 
educational seminars for all student 
organizations is very important to her. 
She also promotes the escort service 
and endorses the idea of expanding it 
to students in transit between down-
town and campus on weekend eve-
nings. 

Community and campus face problems 

exual crimes not uncommon in area 

Paul Wellstone speaks to a crowd in the Smaug last Wednesday afternoon. 

Wellstone visits 
WSU campus 
By DENISE BZOSKIE 
Editor-in-Chief 

DFL-endorsed U.S. Senate candidate Paul Wellstone visited Winona State 
University Oct. 24 to speak to students, faculty and community members. 

Wellstone said he came to WSU because he loves to speak at high schools, 
colleges and universities. 

He spoke mainly about the need for affordable health care and expansion in 
the grant program to an audience of 300 to 400 people, some of whom came to 
eat lunch in the Smaug. 

The money for both the health care and grant program, he said, would come 
from cuts in defense and higher taxes on the wealthy. 

"It is a race on values and priorities," he said about the current U.S. Senate 
race between the Republican candidate Rudy Boschwitz and himself. 

Wellstone said the polls now show a even race, which pumped up the 
crowd. He brought cheers when he said he could win on Nov. 6. 

Shaking up Washington D.C., not just agreeing, is what he plans to do. 
Wellstone's address of the financial aid issue was the main focus of his 

speech. 
"I have met too many students across the state of Minnesota who have had 

to sell plasma to buy their textbooks," he said. 
According to Wellstone, student aid should not be cut. Students already are 

having to turn to loans to pay for schooling. 
"This makes it impossible to get a start," Wellstone said. 

See Wellstone, page 3 
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