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He said ]ews were limited first to

there would have been ‘many more

"When we were shipped away, we

“We wanted to remain Jews to the

Sexual crimes not uncommon in area

By STUART JOHNSON
Winonan Staff -

The crimes of sexual harassment,
assault and rape are prevalent at
Winona State University as well as in
the surrounding community.

According to Ellen Holmgren, di-

rector of the Women’s Resource Cén- -

ter of Winona (WRCW), since the
beginning of fall quarter, five assault
cases involving students’ have been

reported. If this statistic seems alarm-

ing, Holmgren urges people to con-.

sider that this figure, at best, repre-
sents only 10" percent of those that
have actually occurred. This means as

many as 50 cases of sexual assault may-

have taken place in just a two month
petiod. .

In the first few. weeks of October
there were two cases of confirmed

Communityand ‘campus face problems

rape in Winona involving students ax
victims, one off campus and one in
Sheehan Hall.

" The off campus incident took place
as a female student left Banger’s Pub
and was gang raped in a nearby alley,

- according to the WRCW, which is

called to assist whenever a rape is
reported..

The incident in Sheehan Hall oc-
curred in the first week of October and

" involved a perpetrator who was in-

volved in two previous assaults. The
three incidents spanned from last
spring to this fall and involved three

-different victims. He was subsequently

charged with separate counts of sex-

ual harassment, assault and rape.
Jon Kosidowski, WSU assistant to

the vice president for academic af-

fairs, refused to comment on theinci-

dents.

-Holmgren explained that the
names of those involved as well as the
exact dates of the incidents are with-
held for the victims’ protection.

“Our number one concern is pres-
ervation of the victims dignity,”
Holmgrensaid. She was not surprised

at the WSU administration’s reluc-

tance to comment.

The latest available statistics from
the FBI indicate nearly 1500 rapes,
only one form of sexual assault, were

reported in 1987 in Minnesota.

Data from Holmgren's office indi-
cates one in three women will be the
victim of rape in her lifetime.

These figures greatly concern
Heather Smith, student senator and
chair of the student services commit-
tee.

Shesaid, “Women need to beaware
of the danger and take full advantage
of the escort service on campus.”

Smith is organizing an awareness
programoncampusin partby distrib-
uting rape alert whistles.

Steve Everhart, a senior history
major, said, “I've only heard rumors
around campus about assaults, and

am very angry that we don’t hear the
official information. Both women and
men need to be awareof theincidents.
Men especially need to know that
women are not going to take it.”

In a report to the student senate,
Holmgren made some suggestions to
increase awareness about sexual as-
sault.

She would like to see social change
events sponsored that would bring
immediate attention to the problem.
She said making a commitment to
educate all the student senators on the
issue so they in turn can sponsor
educational seminars for all student
organizationsis very important to her.
She also promotes the escort service
and endorses the idea of expanding it
to students in transit between down-
town and campus on weekend eve-
nings.
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