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Sexual assault vigil promotes awareness

Bill Radde
WINONAN

The tenth annual survivor’s
vigil was held on April 27 at the
Senior Friendship Center at the
corner of Franklin and Fifth
streets.

According to the vigil pam-
phlet, the event was an opportu-
nity to encurage healing of peo-
ple sexually assaulted as adults
or as children., and those affect-
ed by the sexual assault of
someone they love.

We come together to grieve
our losses, to speak and be
heard, to listen and respond. We
come to share and to celebrate
the lives we are reclaiming.

The vigil began with a wel-
come from Winona State
University student and Womens
Resource Center staff member
Sylvia Vasquez.

Interns of the WSU social
work program also attended the
vigil to give support to victims.

The ceremony included

many stories of strength from
WSU students and members of
the community.

A WRC spokesperson Mary
Poutain explained the legal and
medical procedures in the case
of a rape.

Fifteen women attended the
ceremony.

“The vigil was a time for
people to come together and
acknowledge survivors,” said
Boutain. It is an important part
of the healing process.”

Nearly all the survivors
shared a story of a sexual assu-
alt that had taken place in their
past

The vigil included a red
thread ceremony, in which each
member of the audience was
handed a red thread, which
symbolized the spilled blood of
all sexual assault victims.

In a flower presentation, any
individual could take a flower
from the front of the room and
place it in front of a statuette,
which represented any sexual

assault victim,

The ceremony concluded
with a social, where individuals
talked to cach other or rape
counselors.

“The vigil is
cmpowering for survivors,
said Boutain.

April is sexual
awareness month,

The WRC offers many ser-
vices to the community, speaks
out against the sexual vioence
that continues to occur in soci-
ety and affirms the belief that
change is possible to and vital
to our future.

Its members learn to look for
warning signs that a women or
child is in trouble and respond
to calls from help.

They also suggest support-
ing local rape crisis and bat-
tered women’s center, by donat-
ing time, services or money.

For more information on
sexual assault or to help a vic-
tim of assault, call the Womens
Resource Center.
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Rape statistics

* One rape is report-
ed every three min-
utes in the United
States
* Only 10 to 25 per-
cent of rapes are ever
reported.
* 50 percent of rapes
occur between people
who know each other.
* 50 percent of rapes
occur in the victim’s
home.
* Rape victims range
from 2 months to 97
years of age.
* Women between the
ages of 15 to 25 are
at higher risk.

Statistics taken from material

from the Sexual Assault Center
in Seattle, Wash.
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