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dainyam tu paramam premnah
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most humble. In the same way
prema becomes manifest when

humility culminates. In this

way love and humility are Each

other's cause and effect."

( —Adopted from Sri Brhad-Bhagvatamrta 2.5.224 by $rila Sanatana Gosvami-Pada )

The devotee who chants the holy name offenselessly never rejects the devotional process he received from his guru nor
, introduces a new method, replacing the maha-mantra with some concocted and imaginary rhyme. A vaisnava’s humility
cannot be doubted or challenged if he preaches the glories of the holy name and writes books, as long as he strictly adheres
to the instructions of his guru. One who tries to cheat and deceive others by making a show of humility although he lacks it,
just to gain cheap adoration, is not truly humble. The maha-bhagavata who is constantly chanting does not see the material
world as something for him to exploit for personal gain, but as diverse paraphernalia for rendering service to Lord Krsna, his
associates, and devotees. He does not think that this world is his to enjoy. Although he becomes proficient in chanting he
never considers giving up the maha-mantra. He is not interested in propagating new ideas and opinions. He realizes that to
regard oneselfas a guru of vaisnava (devotees) strikes the death knell of his humility.
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( — From Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura's commentary on S$riSiksastakam >




Srila Guru Maharaja: Prabhupada has defined
humility as 'that which is absent where there is a
spirit of enjoyment.' Enjoying spirit, or

exploitation, means aggression. There, there

cannot be humility. Humility is only cent-per-

cent Service. There is no humility in exploitation,

or renunciation either. These two are opposed to

the normal nature of the world. They are totally
misconceived. They are enemies. They are the
challenging element to the normal reality. Do

you understand?
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In the impartial judgment, tatastha-vicara, we must find that the
more humility, dainyam, we possess, the more devotion and
intimacy we possess. Health depends on hunger. The more one
feels hunger, the better his health may be; that is, real, natural
hunger. It is something like this. And humility is to feel, 'T am the
lowest." So in this comparison, the more one has realized the

Infinite, the more he thinks, 'T am the lowest.'
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I am humble means that I am the slave of the slave of a Vaisnava.
With that consciousness we must proceed. If anyone comes to
molest my master, I should first sacrifice myself, thinking,
"Because I am of the least importance, my sacrifice is no loss; I
must sacrifice myself to maintain the dignity of my guru, the
devotees, and my Lord and His family."
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Srila Guru Maharaja: It may vary for different persons. So one has to think out his own way. Humility means "to not

encroach on the rights of others.' And also, it should not be such as to kill one's own self. It must be natural.
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—Translated and Adopted from *Follow the angels;**Sermons of Guardian of Devotion Volume One;
*The Golden Volcano of Divine Love; ****Follow the angels of Srila BhaktiRaksaka Sridhara-Deva Gosvami Maharaja
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Feigning being a sinner and a fallen person will not make you a worthy recipient

of mercy. If really, truly genuine humility comes, you will receive causeless mercy,

or compassion. That is what Sriman Mahaprabhu has expressed in the verse "na

me prema gandho 'sti - I do not have even a scent of prema in Me." It would be a

mistake to include something that is simply an over-sentimental predisposition to

be among the eight transcendental ecstatic symptoms. That sort of thing
ultimately reveals itself to be nothing more than vanity."
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As much as your bhakti increases, humility will come and you will
think, "I'm very low." If your bhakti has not increased, then only
false ego will act. If bhakti is gradually developing, then gradually
your humility, as told in slokas like 'trnad api sunicena' will
manifest. You will realize, "I really have nothing. I have no power. I
really have no bhakti." At that time you will be able to realize how
insignificant you are. Srimati Radhika thinks in this way. She says,
"I actually have not even a scent of prema for Krsna. I have not
served Him. I have not even seen Him." Only She can speak like
this, as this is this the symptom of mahabhava. It is very high. You
should realize that you are nothing. You are a particle, and that
particle can be covered at anytime by maya. Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura therefore says in his Sr1 Bhajana Rahasya that even if you

have received nistha, you should hear from high-class devotees.
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"If our ego is like the peak of a mountain, then
even if the rain of divine grace falls, it will not stay
there; it will flow down from the mountain. Those
who are humble and meek will receive everything,

while those who are arrogant will receive

nothing."
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“I am not able to do anything to serve them.”
This sort of humility and lack of pride grants the
qualification for service, and this is how hari-
bhajana is perfected. There is no reason to doubt
this. In the matter of sadhana, hopeful conviction
and enthusiasm surely grant the sadhakas and
sadhikas the fruits they desire.
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Narayana Gosvami Maharaja

CTranslated and Adopted from *"All will be in vain”, Oahu, Hawaii: Jan. 19, 2002;*** speech delievered in california, 1997 by Srila Bhaktivedén'D

**True Servant, True Master letter 44; ****True Servant, True Master Letter 38 of Srila Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja




There is no humility except the sincere
disposition to submit unconditionally to
the servant of the Supreme Lord. All
other show of humility is hypocritical
being a function of the conditioned state
when we do not know the Truth. Until
we know the Truth how can we avoid to
be hypocritical in all our professions of
duty? The proper attitude in such
circumstances is the one exhibited by
Srila Sanatana Gosvami Prabhu when he
approached the Supreme Lord with his
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sincere enquiry for being enlightened ab

initio regarding the nature of his self and
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be like poison and dishonor to be
like nectar. After all, if one learns to
tolerate dishonor, then his agitation
will subside and he will happily
sleep, happily wake, and happily
move about. The person who
insults him will as a result of his sin
become embarrassed, and his
happiness in this and the next life
will be vanquished.
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Manu-samhita 2.162-163, quoted by $rila
Prabhupada in Brahmana and Vaisnava.

our cloth or display artificial
humility, advertising our meekness
while internally maintaining a
desire for name and fame, or if we
want to make a show of
vaisnavism, even internally, or if we
maintain a sense of “I” and “mine”,
or if we accept non-vaisnavas as
vaisnavas and consider vaisnavas
non-vaisnavas, or if we commit
namaparadhas like blaspheming
saints, or if we glorify non-devotees
and encourage the namaparadha of
committing sinful activities on the
strength of our chanting - certainly
we will be deceived and will not

attain the result.

TF BH UFT AT <R T STTU ) o ST e SR i B—
T A ST AT e St aht 31U gt oh AR fRaTg
R & AT AT eI el 6, SO TRt

TR R & cifch STidfReh T Q aRT STR UfasThT

STTEhIBTT ST Rad 8, AT, §H AWTee o fezaa et

IR ¢, AR g MR TU A gt g, arafe g 4"
3R "BRT" ST T ST Il 6, AT AfS §H TR-AWTa  eht
AUEAA AN E 3R AU hl IR-CUE GHed €, arafe

BATHIRT &l &, S Tl &hl fRigTereT, arafe g k-

¥Fch eh! Ifl el 6 TR Tkl =TT h ST TR UTU S et

HTHTRTE hY T TToe ol —all i ST ST S gH e

ot 3k g uRRoTm v g R aTaT|

Sri Vaktrtavali from a lecture in Mayapur
on 8 November 1925
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