Next Meeting

Our next NCHNA
meeting will be held on
January 27 at 6:30 p.m.
at Messiah Lutheran
Church on the southeast
corner of Portland
Avenue and N.W.
Expressway.

If you have ever thought
about volunteering for
our NCHNA watch
patrol program, this
meeting is for you! Sheryl
Bacon, one of our cur-
rent patrollers, will give
us an overview of what
patrollers do and the kind
of situations they often
observe in our neighbor-
hood. Learn more about
patrolling from Sheryl’s
first-hand account; you
may find that this is
something you’d like to
do to help NCHNA make
our neighborhood safer.
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Short-Term Rentals Are Part of Our Landscape

The establishment of
short-term rental proper-
ties is on the rise in Okla-
homa City. These proper-
ties are an alternative to
hotels and motels for
people looking for less
traditional places to stay
while traveling. Most
prospective guests book
these lodgings online on
platforms such as Airbnb
or Vrbo.

North Coronado Heights
is among many areas in
the city which include
these short-term rental
properties, though at pre-
sent the city cannot pro-
vide data on how many
exist in our neighbor-
hood. City ordinances
specify that short-term
rentals must not exceed
10 percent of the total
number of dwelling units
in a platted block.

An owner is allowed to
repurpose a house for
short-term rental, as
long as the property is
approved for a special
exception to its housing
classification as a single-
family permanent resi-
dence. Special exception
requests are reviewed

and adjudicated by the
city’s Board of Adjust-
ment. Owners begin by
paying a $1,100 filing fee
and obtaining a $100 one-
year license, and must
follow city regulations
that govern short-term
rentals. These regulations
restrict the number of
guests, set maximum
lengths of stay, designate
areas for guest parking,
define “quiet hours” to
guard against noise dis-
turbances, and require
compliance with building
and fire codes.

Whenever a request for a
special exception is made,
the city notifies other
property owners within a
300-ft radius of the pro-
spective short-term rent-
al property. The Board of
Adjustment invites them
to attend the meeting at
which the request will be
reviewed and to share
their comments, ques-
tions, or concerns.

If neighbors have com-
plaints once the business
is in operation, they

can report them to the
Action Center or to the
police. Such complaints
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will be taken into account
when the business’s
license is up for renewal
for a second year.

A representative of
NCHNA attended a
Board of Adjustment
meeting on January 8,
during which a special
exception was granted
for a property on Allison
Drive in our neighbor-
hood after revisions were
made to lower the num-
ber of permissable guests,
extend quiet hours, and
disallow on-street guest
parking. The application
was one of about two
dozen similar applications
from all across the city
that were adjudicated by
the board on that day.

Short-term rentals can be
a positive or negative ele-
ment in the housing mix
of a neighborhood,
depending on how well
they are managed. If you
are contacted about a
potential short-term
rental near you, we urge
you to attend the rele-
vant Board of Adjustment
meeting to learn about
the application and to
offer your comments.
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NCHNA
News in Brief

+ No Change for Us.
Our neighborhood is not
among those who will see
a change in their bulky
trash collection schedule
starting March . The city
has announced that some
areas will experience a
change in either the day
or week of bulky waste
collection, or both, in
order to balance demands
on the city’s landfills.
North Coronado Heights
will not be affected.

+ Mayoral Election
Coming Soon. Only
two people filed for next
month’s Oklahoma City
mayoral election. The
current mayor, David
Holt, hopes to win a third
term and is opposed by
Matthew Pallares. Be sure
to educate yourself about
the candidates and get
out to vote in the
February 10 election.

¢ Firefighters Help
Reunite Pets. If you find
a stray animal in the
neighborhood, the kind-
est thing you can do
is help it find its way
back home. Our
OKC firefighters can
help. Fire Station 30,
located on Lake Hefner
Drive just northeast of

We Appreciate Our Patrollers!

NCHNA honored our
team of watch patrollers
with an appreciation
luncheon at a local pizza
restaurant on November
19. In addition to a lunch
among friends, each
patroller received a $20
gift card from OnCue—a
thank-you gift meant to
help defray the cost of
fuel they consume in their
volunteer patrols.

MSgt. Jason Burgess of
the OKC Police Depart-
ment spoke, introducing
himself as the new com-
munity relations officer
for northwest Oklahoma
City. He took that posi-
tion after the retirement
of MSgt. Robert Skalla,
who was so supportive of
NCHNA during his years
in that role.

the intersection of Merid-
ian Avenue and N.W.
Expressway, has acquired
a scanner that can read a
pet’s microchip and pro-
vide the owner’s name
and contact information.
Take advantage of this
free service any time

you are trying to help
reunite a lost pet with

its family.

+ Cover Your Faucets!
We have had a mild win-
ter so far, but don’t get
complacent; we will have
some very cold days

before spring arrives. Get
those outdoor faucets
covered now—protect
your home from damage
from frozen pipes and
save your budget from an
unexpected plumbing bill.

¢ Water Storage Tank
Being Replaced. One of
the large water storage
tanks at the booster sta-
tion near the south end
of N. Rotary Park is being
replaced. Demolition has
started and a new tank
will be erected in its

place in coming months.

Jon Jameson was one
of about a dozen
NCHNA watch
patrollers who were
honored at an
appreciation luncheon
at Mr. Gatti’s Pizza
on November 19.

Special guests
included Mary
Katherine Long, a
neighborhood coordi-
nator at Neighbor-
hood Alliance of
Central Oklahoma,
and Myron Mayberry,
executive director of
that agency.

The second tank is sched-
uled for replacement
sometime in 2027.

¢+ MLK Holiday Affects
Trash Day. Because
January 19 is the Martin
Luther King holiday, our
regular trash collection
for that day has been re-
scheduled for January 21.
Remember, Big Blues
should not be placed at
the curb earlier than the
night before pickup, and
should be removed no
later than 8 p.m. the day
after pickup.



