
Novembe11 2025 Visit our website at www.lvmgc.com Volume MMXXV,  No. 11 

President  Mike Benedetto  

Tournament Chairman Alec Todryk  

Bus Trip Chairman  Radek Ciesielski  

Handicap Chairman Jesper Lykke 

Secretary Daniel Turner  

Historian Stephane Drolet 

Treasurer Bill Uphoff 

Program Chairman Stephen Turner  

Rules/Greens Chairman Brian Van Heel 

Membership Chairman Eric Daniels  

Auditor Randy Sgro 

Communications Chairman Ralph Ferdinand 

Past President/SCGA Rep Jeff Wells  

 
Los Verdes Men's Golf Club 2025 All EVENTS registration link: 

 
https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/lvmgce/customerdirectory/3005387679517916255 

 
 

2026 New Member wait list sign up link: 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdcro9fUL_9vMsCd2hPDaB47uUJCAssJqqN1J5TiCgnanEtSA/viewform 

Los Verdes Men's Golf Club 
 2025 Board of Directors  

Celebrating 61 years of Memberships   

 



November 2025 
 

Mike BenedeƩo  
President  

 

Members, 
 
As we head into November — the season of graƟtude — I want to take a moment to reflect on what makes the Los Verdes Men’s 
Club so special: our members. 
 
Every month, we come together not just to compete on the course, but to share laughs, friendships, and moments that remind us 
why this club is more than just a golf group — it’s a community. Whether you’re a long-Ɵme member or one of the many new 
faces who’ve joined this year, you’re part of what makes this club thrive. 
 
Our next Club MeeƟng will be held on Wednesday, November 12th, and I encourage everyone to aƩend. It’s always a great night 
to catch up with fellow members, share a few stories, and stay connected as we head toward the end of the year. Sign-up details 
will be announced soon, so keep an eye out — you won’t want to miss it. 
 
Then on Saturday, November 15th, we’ll hit the course for our Team 2 Best Ball Tournament — one of the most enjoyable formats 
of the season. It’s the perfect blend of teamwork, strategy, and friendly compeƟƟon. Whether you’re chasing Gross or Net glory, 
or just playing for fun and bragging rights, it’s always a great day filled with camaraderie and plenty of memorable shots. So, grab 
a team, sign up early, and come out ready to play your best. If you don’t have a full team, Alec Todryk will pair you up with other 
members.  
 
From our spirited tournaments to the casual post-round gatherings, every handshake, story, and shared puƩ adds to the heart of 
LVMC. I’m especially grateful to our volunteers, board members, and event chairs who dedicate their Ɵme to keeping things run-
ning smoothly. Your efforts ensure that our tradiƟons conƟnue and that every member has a great experience both on and off 
the course. 
 
As we close out the year, let’s carry that sense of graƟtude into every round — for the friends we’ve made, the compeƟƟon that 
keeps us sharp, and the course we’re lucky to call home. 
Wishing you and your families a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with good health, great company, and maybe even a few birdies. 
 
See you on the tee, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Benedetto 
President, Los Verdes Men’s Club 
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Tournament Chairman 
Alec Todryk 

 
 
 

 

Golfers,  
  
Join us for our November Tournament!!! 
  
RegistraƟon Link: www.golfgenius.com/ggid/heet54/register 
  
  
Date: Saturday, November 15, 2025 
Captain: Rob Hoberling 
Format: Foursome Two Best Ball 
Payouts: Team Low Net, Team Low Gross, Team CTP# 5 and Team #12 Mongul King Birdies or BeƩer. 
Cost: $95.00 per Golfer. 
Fee Includes: Green Fees, Cart, Warm-up Balls. 4 Beers and 2 AppeƟzers per group. 
Time: First Tee Time 6:30 am. 
Eligibility: All regular LVMGC members with a valid January, 2024, SCGA handicap index 
 
Rules & Scoring: 
 
Tournament Day 
· Play according to 2025 USGA rules as amended by local rules. 
· ALL flights will play from the “White” standards 
· Record your GROSS score on the score card. 
· We will post your score as a CompeƟƟve Score.  
· We are going to Digital Scoring via Golf Genius app. Your scorecard will have a code on it and you will record 
the scores on your Iphone or Samsung device. Keep the paper scorecard as it must match the scores entered into 
the Golf Genius App. 
· LVMGC Pace of Play Policies will be enforced. 
  
Local Rules – free relief from smut grass, tree roots and unusual condiƟons in the sand trap 
 
Alec Todryk 
Tournament Chairman 



2025 Weekend Monthly Tournament Schedule 

Saturday November 15th, Four Man Two Best Balls  

Register Today:  

https://www.golfgenius.com/ggid/
lvmgcecustomerdirectory/3005387679517916255 

 

Month Format Captain 

Sunday January 19th  Individual Low Net Tony Vinter  

Sunday, February 23rd Individual Low Net Maroun Aboutanos  

Sunday March 2nd New Member  Tom Gibson 

Sunday, 23rd March  4 Man, 2 Best Balls  John Keigharn  

Saturday April, 19th 
Partner Best Ball (SCGA Qualifier) or  

Monthly Individual Low Net 
Paul Hendrickson 

Saturday, May 17th Individual Net Ralph Ferdinand  

Saturday, June 21st Team Blind Draw Summer Shamble  Paul Hendrickson 

Sunday, July 20th Orange Ball Al “K9” Von Kanel   

Saturday, August 23rd 
2 Day Club Championship Weekend 

Mike BenedeƩo 
Day 1 

Sunday, August 24th 
2 Day Club Championship Weekend 

Mike BenedeƩo 
Day 2 

Sunday, September 21th Member - Guest Partner Best Ball Jeff Wells  

Saturday, October 18th 1 2  3 Waltz  Chris Vassallo  

Saturday, November 15th  4 Man, 2 Best Balls  Rob Hoeberling 

Friday, November 21st USC-UCLA Showdown 
Troy Steege   

Rolando Ventura 

Friday, December 5th 
Hail to the Chief 

David Haehnel  
Individual Net 

Saturday, December 13th Limited Club (4 clubs) Stan Kohler 



November 2025 

Good Times  
Thank you Tony Vinter for your inspiraƟon 

 

CongratulaƟons to Tom Goode for 
winning the  
2025 Puƫng Championship.  This is 
Tom second win of LVMGC Puƫng 
Championship.  
 
Pictured on the LeŌ: LeŌ to right 
Jim Louder, Tom Goode, Jim K, Antho-
ny (Tony) Vinter  

Pictured above. 
CongratulaƟons! Doug Houlker winner of 
the 2025 Presidents Cup 
 

Pictured above. 
CongratulaƟons! Rick Hahn winner of 
the 2025 Senior Match Play  
Championship with a score of 3&2 
over Stefan Minder. 
 

Pictured Above: 
CongratulaƟons! Keith Hobbs winner of 
the 2025 EclecƟc. Keith won the tourna-
ment on the 18th hole. 



Members, 
 
SCGA will send out an email to all regular and emeritus members with a GHIN with a link to pay your 2026 dues 
online for 2026 on 11/1/2025.  They will then send reminder emails 12/1, 12/15 and 12/30.    
 
As similar to the last few years, you can pay via the SCGA website (preferred method), mail a check or pay at the 
upcoming November and December meeƟngs.   
 
If payment is not received by 12/31/25, your GHIN will become inacƟve, you will be dropped from the club  
roster for 2026.  So please make sure 2026 dues are paid by 12/31/25 to avoid losing your membership and  
potenƟally having to get on a wait list if you want to be a member of this great club. 
 
If you have any quesƟons regarding membership, please contact  
 
Eric Daniels,  
2025/2026 Membership Chair 
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Bus Trip Chair 
Radek Ciesielski  

 

Members, 
 
There are no more bus trips scheduled for the remainder of this year we will resume 4 bus trips next year aŌer 
the team play season dates for the 2026 bus schedule will be demented by end of this year and released to the 
members in January hacker. 
 
Thank You  
Radek Ciesielski 
Bus Trip Chair 
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Handicap Chair  
Jesper Lykke 

 

A Note from Your Increasingly Frustrated Handicap Chair 
Hi everyone, 
 

Further to my previous reminders, this month’s message is a liƩle less friendly and a lot more direct. Let’s get 
right to it: 

How to Post Scores 
· Post the same day you play—no excepƟons unless absolutely unavoidable. 
· Post Hole-by-Hole—not just Front & Back, and definitely not just the Total. 

Tournament Scores: If you played in a club tournament, do not post your score. The Tournament 
Chair will handle it via Golf Genius. Duplicate entries waste hours of my Ɵme. 

Un-played Holes in Match Play 
· If your match ends on the 14th hole, you can stop—or keep playing because, hey, we love golf! 

Most of us finish the round. But let’s be honest: some use the last few holes to “balance out” a hot 
start. A few have even been caught 4-puƫng from 5 feet while joking about “handicap maintenance.” 
Funny? Maybe. Acceptable? Absolutely not. 

Ghost Rounds (This One Really Boils My Blood) 
· Great rounds should be celebrated! Whether you’ve finally broken 20 or hit single digits—own it! 
· What’s not okay is following up a great round with a couple of suspiciously average ones—or 

worse, posƟng rounds you didn’t even play—just to inflate your index. 
Most of you are probably thinking, “What the #$%@ is he talking about?” Good! But unfortunately, 
some members are doing exactly this. And as long as I have access to GHIN, it will not stand. 

Final Word 

I’ve always said: Let the numbers do the talking. I stand by that. But while I’m not asking anyone to taƩle, 
I do encourage you to document and report any unsportsmanlike behavior you witness. 

Let’s keep our handicaps honest and the game fair. 

Jesper 
(Your not-very-happy Handicap Chair) 
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Rules Chair  
Brian Van Heel 

 

“AnyƟme, Anywhere, Any Reason” 
No not your wife, we are talking stroke and distance penalty… 

 
In golf, the Rules can someƟmes feel situaƟonal, with different opƟons depending on whether your ball is in a bunker, penal-
ty area, or lost in the rough. But there is one rule that cuts through the complexity and remains universally available: stroke 
and distance relief. 
 
What Is Stroke and Distance? 
Under Rule 18.1 of the USGA Rules of Golf, a player may always elect to take stroke and distance relief. This means return-
ing to the spot where the previous stroke was played, adding a one-stroke penalty, and hiƫng again. 
It’s simple in concept, but profound in pracƟce: this opƟon is always available—any Ɵme, anywhere, for any reason. 
 
Why It Exists 
The purpose of stroke and distance is fairness. Not every lie, condiƟon, or circumstance can be accounted for by specific re-
lief opƟons. By allowing a player to return to where the last shot was struck, the Rule provides: 
· Clarity – Players always know they have a relief choice. 
· Equity – The penalty offsets the advantage of a “do-over” while keeping play consistent. 
Strategy – Golfers can even use it tacƟcally if replaying from the tee or fairway gives them a beƩer chance. 

 
AnyƟme, Anywhere, Any Reason 
What makes this unique is its universality. Unlike relief for penalty areas, abnormal ground condiƟons, or unplayable balls—
which depend on circumstances—stroke and distance is uncondiƟonal. 
· Ball in a bush? You can go back. 
· Awkward stance in the fairway? You can go back. 
Perfectly playable lie but you simply want another chance? You can sƟll go back. 
No jusƟficaƟon is required beyond your choice as the player. 
 
A Rule Worth Remembering 
When faced with trouble on the course, it’s easy to feel boxed in by limited opƟons. But the Rules of Golf are designed with 
flexibility in mind. Stroke and distance relief is the ulƟmate safety net—always available, always clear, and always fair. 
So next Ɵme you find yourself in a tough spot, remember: you can always take stroke and distance. 

 
 

 
 
As always, if you have any rules quesƟons, please first refer to the USGA Rule Book (link below). I am available to help interpret or clarify 
any situaƟons that may arise. 
 
Brian Van Heel- Rules Chair - QuesƟons? Read the Rules: hƩps://www.usga.org/rules     Concerns? vanjames.brian@gmail.com  



 



 



 


