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At Tahbib, we celebrate the
transformative power of creativity
to unite and inspire. This year’s
festival, coinciding with the UAE
National Day, brought together
global voices to share stories,
music, and art that transcend
boundaries. As we reflect on two
days of unparalleled cultural
exchange, we extend heartfelt
gratitude to the poets, artists,
sponsors, and attendees who
made this event possible.
Together, we wove a narrative of
unity and harmony, proving that art
is a universal language.

A WORD FROM THE ORGANIZER

Tariq Faizi
Festival Curator
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About the Festival

The Tahbib Multilingual & Cultural Festival stands as a beacon of cultural
convergence. Curated by Leading Edge Events Management & Conference LLC, this
annual event embraces the diversity of languages and traditions, fostering
connections through poetry, music, and dialogue. This year’s edition featured
performances and sessions in Arabic, Urdu, English, Punjabi, and Tagalog, honoring
the UAE’s spirit of inclusivity. By bridging cultural divides, Tahbib continues to
champion the beauty of shared experiences and mutual respect.

A Celebration of Global Cultures

Tahbib Magazine
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” This platform truly gives a voice to the unheard and
shines a light on hidden talent. I joined with the sole

purpose of serving literature and language, hoping to
contribute to the inspiring vision of Tariq Faizi.

~ Javed Akhtar
[writer and lyricist]

”Only after stepping outside India do we truly appreciate
desi hospitality. The warmth and care we received in

Dubai, thanks to Tariq Faizi and the Tahbib Multilingual
Festival, was unforgettable.”

- Sanjay Gupta

”To become a trendsetter, history-maker, and tradition-
breaker, one must rise above many compromises. This

fearless spirit was clearly visible at the Tahbib Festival.”
- Ahsan Khan

Messages from the Esteemed
Leadership
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“I am very happy to participate in this event, which promotes
poetry in many languages, in five languages. In fact, I am one

of the people who established the Poetic Heart, which is a
multilingual annual festival every year in Dubai.”

- Shehab Ghanem
[UAE Poet]

“This is one wonderful festival where Tariq Faizi had
invited people from different regions and bringing

everybody together to learn from each other and to
celebrate and observe the fruits of diversity.”

- Atif Tauqeer

“It’s truly a joy to be part of the vibrant and inspiring
atmosphere of the Tahbib Festival. I extend my heartfelt
thanks to Mr. Tariq Faizi for his exceptional leadership
and warm hospitality, which made this celebration of

culture and creativity so meaningful for everyone
involved.”

- Mahmoud Noor
[UAE Poet]
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— Safdar Ali
The Voice That Carried Us Through
Anchor – Tahbib Festival 2024

In every great festival, there is a guiding voice — one that
connects the moments, bridges the cultures, and holds
the stage with elegance and command. At Tahbib
Festival 2024, that voice belonged to none other than
Safdar Ali.
A seasoned anchor with remarkable poise and charisma,
Safdar Ali played an instrumental role in weaving
together the tapestry of this multilingual, multicultural
celebration. From introducing poets and dignitaries to
managing transitions across diverse segments, Safdar
was the steady pulse of the event — ensuring every
session ran with clarity, timing, and grace.
What sets Safdar apart is his natural ability to engage
with audiences across languages and cultures. 
Behind the scenes, his dedication was equally inspiring.
From detailed rehearsals to last-minute improvisations,
Safdar remained calm, focused, and professional —
embodying the very spirit of Tahbib: unity, expression,
and excellence.
We extend our deepest gratitude to Safdar Ali for
anchoring the heart of the festival — not just through his
voice, but through his spirit of collaboration, respect for
the arts, and true love for the audience.

Thank you, Safdar Ali, for being the voice of Tahbib Festival 2024
— a voice we will remember.
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Nakhl E Khayal

At the heart of the Tahbib Festival stood Darakht-e-Khayal—a tree not
rooted in soil, but in imagination and shared humanity. Guests were invited
to write a thought, a memory, or a dream and gently hang it on the tree.
Each note became a leaf, creating a living mosaic of silent voices and raw
emotion.
In a world of noise, this tree offered stillness. In a festival of expression, it
became a sanctuary for reflection. From children to elders, each person
found space beneath its branches—a space where hearts spoke without
needing sound.
More than an installation, Darakht-e-Khayal was a quiet revolution: a
celebration of thought, tenderness, and the unseen threads that connect
us all.

The Tree of Thoughts
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The Arabic session at Tahbib 2024 celebrated
the rich literary heritage of the Arab world.
Hosted at the Al Safa Art & Design Gallery, this
session brought together luminaries such as
Mahmoud Noor, Shihab Ghanem, Sajidah
Musweih, and Abdallah Al Jafali, who captivated
the audience with their eloquent verses. The
recitations painted vivid images of desert
landscapes, cultural pride, and shared humanity.
These renowned poets infused the air with the
timeless beauty of Arabic poetry, leaving a
profound impact on all who listened.

Arabic Poetry Session
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Echoes of Tradition
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The Daam-e-Khayal (Urdu Mushaira)
session transformed the venue into a haven
for soulful expression. Esteemed poets
including Javed Akhtar, Dr. Waheed
Ahmad, Ahmad Mubarak, Saima Zaidi,
Tasneem Abidi, Atif Tauqeer, Asif Asjad, Ali
Zeerak, and Shahbaz Shamsi shared
ghazals and verses that explored themes of
love, resilience, and nostalgia. The session
became a bridge connecting traditional
poetic forms with contemporary narratives,
resonating deeply with an engaged
audience. Javed Akhtar’s presence added
gravitas, as his words reminded everyone of
Urdu poetry’s enduring relevance.

Daam E Khayal
A Journey Through Emotion

Tahbib Magazine



English Poetry Session
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Exploring Boundless Horizons

Tahbib Magazine

The English session was entrusted to the capable hands of Deeba Irfan. With
grace and clarity, she curated the segment, bringing together
diverse voices and perspectives in English literature and performance. Her
thoughtful management added depth and elegance to the festival’s
multilingual spirit, ensuring the session resonated with both local and
international audiences.
The English poetry session brought global perspectives to the festival, with
powerful performances by Javed Akhtar, Deeba Irfan, and Mark
Fiddes, moderated by the eloquent Tamreez Inam. These poets, hailing from
diverse backgrounds, shared works that
ranged from personal reflections to societal critiques. Themes of belonging,
identity, and hope echoed through their verses, engaging the audience in
thought-provoking conversations. This session underscored the universality of
poetry and its ability to foster understanding across cultures.



Punjabi Poetry Session

Punjabi poets lit up the stage with performances that celebrated the
language’s rich oral traditions. Saleem Haroon and Hafeez Amir, among
others, delivered verses infused with humor, wisdom, and vitality, deeply
resonating with the audience. This session stood as a testament to Punjabi
poetry’s power to evoke emotions and connect hearts—bridging generations
through shared cultural pride.
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The Vibrancy of Heritage

Tahbib Magazine



Expressions from the Philippines

The Tagalog session showcased the vibrancy of Filipino
culture through poetry. Poets such as Trixie, Jared
Maxilom, Gino Banola, Rosan, Benj Marlowe, and Phat G
shared verses that celebrated resilience, community, and
the beauty of their homeland. The audience was drawn
into a tapestry of stories that highlighted universal themes
of love and perseverance, proving the enduring appeal of
Tagalog literature.

15

Filipino Poetry Session

Tahbib Magazine

 Curated and managed by Deeba Irfan
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At India Club, December 2 witnessed a thought-provoking panel
discussion during the Film Session, featuring Javed Akhtar, Sanjay
Gupta, Ahsan Khan, Amna Mufti, Sevy Ali, Irfan Izhar, Ustad Shafqat Ali
Khan, and Safdar Ali. The session delved into the transformative power
of cinema in shaping societal narratives and bridging divides. Drawing
from their vast experiences, the panelists discussed the future of
storytelling in a world increasingly driven by diverse voices and
platforms. Audience members were captivated by the interplay of ideas
and the shared vision for a more inclusive cinematic landscape.

17

Cinema as a Catalyst for Change

Film Session Spotlight

Tahbib Magazine
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Music transcends language, and at Tahbib 2024, it became
the heart of the celebration. Performances by Ustad Shafqat
Ali Khan, Sabahat Hussain, Anilka Gill, Roop Chauhan,
Anupama, and Parvez resonated deeply, while traditional
instruments like the tabla and sitar added layers of richness.
The festival also showcased dance and live painting, where
Kathak movements intertwined with vivid brushstrokes,
creating a sensory masterpiece.

Music Session
The Rhythm of Unity

Tahbib Magazine



Celebrating Luminaries

The festival was graced by icons such as Javed Akhtar, Ahsan Khan,
Sanjay Gupta, Amna Mufti, Sevy Ali, Irfan Izhar, Ustad Shafqat Ali Khan,
and Safdar Ali, whose contributions to film, art, and culture continue to
inspire. Their presence underscored the importance of platforms like
Tahbib in fostering creativity and dialogue. From poetry to powerful panel
discussions, their insights enriched the festival’s narrative and left a
lasting impact.
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Honoring Legends
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Art has the power to transcend barriers, and Tahbib
2024 exemplified this truth. From multilingual poetry to
collaborative performances, the festival created
spaces where artists and audiences connected
beyond words. Testimonials from participants
highlighted the festival’s role in promoting empathy
and understanding through shared artistic
experiences.
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Art as a Universal
Language

Breaking Barriers Through Creativity

Tahbib Magazine



Festival’s Global Impact

A Celebration of Humanity
Tahbib is more than an event; it’s a movement towards cultural unity. With
attendees from various countries and backgrounds, the festival reaffirmed
the UAE’s role as a global cultural hub. By spotlighting diverse voices,
Tahbib continues to inspire connections that transcend geography and
language.
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Acknowledging Our Supporters

Tahbib 2024 would not have been possible without
the generous support of our sponsors, including
American Tourister and Kanz Jewels. Their
commitment to fostering cultural dialogue and
community spirit was instrumental in bringing this
vision to life.

Gratitude to Our Partners
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Crafting the Magic

Behind the Scenes

The success of Tahbib 2024 was the result of meticulous planning
and collaboration. From the dedicated team of volunteers to the
technical crew, every individual played a vital role in transforming
ideas into reality. This section will feature anecdotes and behind-the-
scenes moments that capture the heart of the festival’s preparation.
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A Visual Journey
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CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF TAHBIB

Tahbib Magazine
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LOOKING FORWARD
Building on a Legacy

As we look ahead to future editions, Tahbib remains
committed to celebrating the universal language of art.
This year’s festival set a new benchmark, and we eagerly
anticipate continuing this journey of cultural discovery and
collaboration. Stay with us as we weave more stories and
bridge more hearts in the years to come.
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The Tahbib Legacy

Tahbib Magazine

Carrying the Light Forward

Tahbib Multilingual & Cultural
Festival has become more than

an event; it is a tradition of
honoring the richness of

languages and cultures. As we
conclude this year’s celebration,

we envision an even brighter
future where art continues to

build bridges across
communities. Tahbib’s legacy is

one of inspiration, unity, and
boundless creativity. Let us carry
forward this light and nurture the
connections that make our world

truly harmonious.
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