JOYARA (Affiliated with KentARA)
No 154			           		     NEWSLETTER                		               FEBRUARY 2026
	PRIORITY NOTICES               PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR MOBILE PHONE IS SWITCHED OFF OR ON SILENT DURING OUR MEETING.  IF YOU NEED TO ANSWER A CALL PLEASE TAKE IT OUTSIDE OF THE HALL

9 to 11 December 2026 –3 day holiday (Bed, breakfast and evening meal basis) to visit Longleat Safari Park and Festive Lights, with a trip to Bath on the second day and a Christmas market on the way home.  This is now open to the general public but you can still book.  We have at least 12 people going from JoyARA so the coach will pick us up at Summerhouse Drive.  The other pick up is at the Miller & Carter in Dartford if this is more convenient for you.  £285 each based on a double/twin room with 9 single rooms available (with a supplement of £60 each).  Deposit is only £20 for JoyARA members.  You will need to book with Jewels Tours direct so please contact Vikki at Jewels on 01474 334434 to secure your place (mentioning JoyARA and stating your preferred pick up point) and let Jan Clements know at the next meeting that you have booked, or telephone her on 07891 040577 as due to confidentiality, Jewels are not able to confirm to Jan who has booked.  We hope that some more of you would like to join this trip.

Spectacles – A tremendous 123 pairs collected so far to be sent to The Gambia – collection continuing

We are BEAMS – Following the visit by the CEO at our January meeting, we have been asked by members how they may donate to this amazing charity.   We therefore have a box for cash donations at today’s meeting.  

FINAL BALANCES FOR ANY EVENT SHOULD BE MADE BY THE MEMBERS’ MEETING PRECEDING THE EVENT.  Final payments due today:  Social Night (February), Petanque (March)



	FEB 
	Members Meeting: 24th - 1:30pm                   SPEAKER – Danielle Bartlett (Michael Jackson – King of Pop)

	Saturday 28 February 2026 Social night with entertainer Sarah O’Shea at the Community Hall.  Doors open 7pm.  Bring your own drinks (and glasses) and  nibbles paula.f.chapman@ btinternet.com
	£10
	100
	Paula Selling now



	MAR 
	Members Meeting: 24th - 1:30pm       SPEAKER – Tracy Jane Mackness – From Drug Dealer to Pig Farmer

	Tuesday 3 March – Trip to Margate with HexARA in partnership with Rowhill Friends – please see the notice board and contact Eileen Kelly on 07941 103463
	Not a JoyARA event so please contact HexARA direct

	Thursday 26 March 2026 Petanque and lunch at Crockenhill – 2 courses £16, 3 courses £20
	£16 £20
	50
	Paula Selling now



	APR 
	Members Meeting: 28th - 1:30pm                                 SPEAKER – Margaret Watson – Introducing the Harp

	Thursday 16 April 2026 Starlight Express at Wembley, by coach
Pick up at the Petrol Garage in Summerhouse Drive at 10am for 1pm performance.  Deposit of £20 required now to book your place
	£50
	50
full
	Dave
£20 deposits 
Reserve list

	Saturday 18 April 2026 We Will Rock You  – DAODs at the Orchard Theatre Dartford - Fred will have information on this, but you will need to book direct with the theatre as it was not possible to arrange a group booking on this occasion
	N/A
	TBA
	Fred
Info only



	MAY 
	   Members Meeting: 26th - 1:30pm                                SPEAKER – Captain John Freestone – My Life at Sea                                                 

	Friday 8 May – Calendar Girls – Axstane Players at Farningham Village Hall
	£14
	20
	Fred selling now

	Wednesday 20 May at 6.30 pm – Sophie’s Choice - £25 for 2 courses and £30 for 3 courses including Tea, Coffee and service charge
	
£25
£30
	
TBC
	Janice selling for Graham now with £10 deposit



		BEYOND 3 MONTHS BUT SELLING NOW and/or SAVE THE DATE

	Saturday 6 June – Social SAVE THE DATE
	Paula

	Wednesday 17 June – Seaside Trip with meal at the Star Inn -  SAVE THE DATE
	£30 approx
	53
	Dave

	Wednesday 29 July - The Hundred cricket at The Oval.  Double match day between the two London teams.  Tickets not yet released but we’ll need to move quickly as likely to be popular and block seating then more difficult to obtain.  No evident price concessions or block discounts: £40 is an estimate, based on price paid last year.  Making our own way – coach not viable in case the games get rained off
	Approx £40
	TBC
	Lynn selling for Graham
now with £10 deposit

	Thursday 24 Sept 2026 - Moulin Rouge matinee including coach SAVE THE DATE
	£70
	52
	Dave

	9-11 December – Longleat trip with hotel – see the Priority Notices on front page
	£285
	+ £60 singles 
	Jan 
Clements

	21 January 2027 – Matinee theatre trip by coach to see Sinatra the Musical in West End    Please put your name down now if you are interested, but no deposits are being taken yet   SAVE THE DATE
	Approx
£65
	52
	
Dave



	< REGULAR MONTHLY EVENTS >>

	       SHORT WALKS - IRREGULAR DATES 
Contact Rob for further information and to join his Short Walks WhatsApp group     
	Monday 16 March – London Bridges 
Tuesday 21 April–Bexley Village to Footscray Meadows including 5 arches
Wednesday 27 May- London 3 parks
	Rob

	JoyARA Roll-up bowls Mondays 9.45 am
	Closed for the season but back in April  - See Dave Oram or Alan Hands



	FURTHER NOTICES
EVENTS BEING SOLD ARE NOT (UNLESS STATED) JUST FOR RESERVING: IF YOU DON’T PAY A DEPOSIT WE WON’T KNOW IF THE EVENT IS VIABLE AND IT MAY BE CANCELLED   If we cannot fill coaches, we risk having to cancel trips as they may not be financially viable to run.  Therefore, all events, particularly those involving a coach will be advertised in the Newsletter for 2-3 months whenever possible after which time any spare places may be offered to affiliate groups.   Please book as soon as you can to ensure that places go to JOYARA members first.

REFUNDS are not generally provided where it would cause an event loss, and WILL NOT be given because of oversight or choice.  The attendee has primary responsibility for finding an alternate when unable to attend, not the organiser (although they may be able to help).

Events displayed in the Foyer are for selling now and for interest.  Also see the display by the kitchen for interest

IF YOU HAVE ANY SPARE COMPLETE JIGSAWS PLEASE BRING THEM ALONG TO PAULA.  THESE ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE IN THE FOYER IN AID OF THE FOODBANK



	CONTACT DETAILS    Full contact details may be found on the JoyARA website:  JOYARA.ORG.UK along with full Terms and Conditions, membership and event limitations.   To email anyone listed below, please type their first name followed by @Joyara.org.uk or if you prefer, you may call them if a number is provided

	Marilyn (Chair of JoyARA) 
Jake (Vice Chair and Raffles) 07891 040577
Graham (Membership, IT, Meal Events and Events Diary):  01322 528596
Lesley (Treasurer and Welfare): 01322 528596:
Jan (Trips) - phone only 07891 040577
Janice (Secretary and Events):  07913 544555
Chris (Trips and Socials): 07938 117389
	Dave (Theatre trips, shows and coach trips): 07753 914286
Fred (Events and AmDram): 07831 429562
Lynn (Newsletter): 07894 389534
Paula (Events): 07785 714554 
Rob (Walks): Also contactable via the JoyARA Short Walks WhatsApp Group
Yvonne (Speakers)


	Members’ Associated Events - Any members wish to highlight their club here?
	Contact

	Joydens Wood Gardening Club
	1st Thursday monthly, PM
	Christine Simpson

	One for the Road
	 Normally 3rd Friday monthly, PM
	Paul Monk/Paula Chapman

	Bridge Club
	Every Monday, PM
	Virginia Mann

	The Rotary Club of Dartford  
	1st,2nd, 3rd Tuesdays of every month Meet 12.45 for 1pm
	Marilyn Kingham

	Petanque, Crockenhill
	Mondays 7pm, Fridays 2pm, Sundays 2pm
Social sessions are free
	Steve Wells 07368 687744



	Charitable factors
	Contact

	Foodbank
	Current requirements: meat, fish, vegetables, custard, noodles, long life juice and milk, sweets, crisps, biscuits, toiletries.  Please donate if you can.
	Linda Jadidi

	Spectacles
	Please donate spare pairs to be sent to the Gambia (without cases please)
	Yvonne

	Foodbank
	Proceeds from sale or use of jigsaws is donated to the food bank
	Paula Chapman

	Diabetes UK
	Recycle your printer cartridges here at the hall
	Paula Chapman

	Guides
	Stamps recycled
	Barbara Godfrey


MEMBERS MEETING DAYS: DOORS OPEN 1:30 FOR EVENT SALES, AND A 2:15PM START
	
