
Venezuela Shines: The Defining Story of the Moment 

Chronicles of Venezuelan Success and Inspiration for the World 

Introduction: Illuminating Venezuelan Greatness 

In an effort to highlight the resilience, talent, and indomitable spirit of Venezuelans, both within and 
beyond their borders, this chronicle is presented. The objective is to narrate stories that inspire and 
demonstrate the ability of Venezuelans to shine across multiple disciplines and contexts. It will begin 
with a detailed profile of a highly relevant contemporary figure, Abel Avellán, whose vision is 
redefining global connectivity. Subsequently, the journeys of other distinguished Venezuelans in 
various fields will be explored, culminating in a celebration of the stories of everyday heroes who, 
through their work and dedication, elevate the name of Venezuela worldwide. Each narrative has been 
conceived not only to inform but also to optimize its reach and resonance through content marketing 
and SEO strategies, ensuring that these stories of Venezuelan excellence reach the widest possible 
audience and generate a lasting, positive impact. 

I. Abel Avellán: A Venezuelan Illuminating the World with Global Connectivity 

A. Profile of Abel Avellán: The Visionary Behind AST SpaceMobile 

Abel Avellán emerges as an emblematic figure of Venezuelan 
ingenuity and perseverance in the competitive global technology 
scene. Born in Venezuela, Avellán pursued his engineering 
education in his home country, graduating with a degree in 
electronic engineering from the prestigious Simón Bolívar 
University. This educational foundation in Venezuela was crucial, 
equipping him with the tools and perspective that would later 
enable him to undertake large-scale ventures. 

His early professional career included a stint at the Swedish 
communications giant Ericsson. However, his entrepreneurial 
spirit led him to found Emerging Markets Communications 
(EMC), a satellite communications services company. The sale of 

EMC in 2016 for the considerable sum of $550 million was not only a financial milestone but also 
provided the seed capital for his most ambitious project to date. Avellán invested a significant portion 
of these earnings to found AST SpaceMobile in 2017. This strategic decision showcases a pattern of 
intelligent reinvestment and an escalation of vision, where past successes fuel future innovations of 
greater scope. The experience gained at EMC was undoubtedly an invaluable asset, providing not only 
financial resources but also deep industry knowledge and essential credibility to attract talent and 
investment. 

Currently, Abel Avellán serves as the Founder, Chairman, and CEO of AST SpaceMobile. His 
company is undertaking the revolutionary task of building the first and only space-based cellular 
broadband network capable of operating directly with standard, unmodified mobile phones. This 
vision seeks to eliminate the connectivity gaps affecting billions of people worldwide. The impact of 
his work has positioned him as an internationally relevant figure, recognized on the Forbes billionaires 
list, ranking #1408 in 2025 at the age of 54 with a fortune derived from telecommunications. 
MarketScreener estimated his stake in AST SpaceMobile at $1.814 billion as of April 29, 2025. 



Beyond the numbers, his work has been recognized with distinctions such as "Satellite Teleport 
Executive of the Year" in 2017 and his 2024 appointment as a commissioner for the ITU/UNESCO 
Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development. This latter appointment underscores a 
dimension of his work that transcends mere business profit, aligning with global goals of development 
and equity. 

Abel Avellán's story is a testament to the global reach that Venezuelan talent can achieve. His 
journey, from his engineering training in Venezuela to leading a company that competes with tech 
giants like Elon Musk's SpaceX and Jeff Bezos's Project Kuiper, is a source of inspiration. His mission 
to connect the world, especially the most underserved regions, resonates deeply with the values of 
“Venezuela Brilla” (“Venezuela Shines”), demonstrating how Venezuelan excellence can generate a 
transformative impact on a planetary scale. He is a Venezuelan who is currently setting the pace and 
taking the name of his home country to new heights—literally. 

 

"What inspires you most about Abel Avellán's journey?"  

"How do you think AST SpaceMobile's technology will impact the world?" 

 

B. Deepening Avellán's Journey 

Abel Avellán's narrative extends beyond that of a successful tech 
entrepreneur; it contains nuances that reveal a commitment to global 
equity and a sharp business vision, all stamped with the hallmark of 
Venezuelan ingenuity. 

A fundamental aspect of Avellán's mission is the implicit idea of 
connectivity as a fundamental right. His stated goal is to provide 
"seamless connectivity anywhere on the planet," with a particular focus on 
the "more than 2.6 billion people without stable internet access, primarily 
in emerging countries." This ambition is not limited to mere market 
expansion; it directly addresses the digital divide, one of the great 
inequalities of our time. Avellán's appointment as a commissioner for the 
ITU/UNESCO Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development 
reinforces this perception. This commission works to promote internet access as a driver of 
sustainable development. Therefore, his work with AST SpaceMobile can be interpreted not only as a 
technological feat but as a significant contribution toward digital democratization, striving for a more 
connected and equitable world. This angle elevates his profile and resonates with an audience that 
values social impact and human progress—an invaluable asset for the “Venezuela Brilla” 
(“Venezuela Shines”) narrative. 

Another distinctive element is the strategic use of capital and experience accumulated from previous 
ventures. The sale of Emerging Markets Communications (EMC) for $550 million in 2016 was a turning 
point. Avellán allocated a portion of those earnings to found AST SpaceMobile in 2017, 
demonstrating long-term vision. The "extensive experience from his previous company" provided not 
only the necessary financial muscle for a project of this magnitude but also a deep understanding of 
the satellite telecommunications sector and a credibility that facilitated attracting investment and 



talent. This pattern of leveraging past successes to tackle even greater challenges is an 
entrepreneurship lesson in itself. The successful SPAC merger in 2021, which raised approximately 
$462 million, and the subsequent strategic financing in 2024 from giants like AT&T, Google, and 
Vodafone are proof of his ability to generate confidence in financial markets—a skill forged through a 
track record of consistent achievements. It is a story of progressively scaling vision and impact. 

Finally, "Venezuelan ingenuity" manifests as a central element of his identity and success. 
Avellán was "born in Venezuela, where he trained as an engineer" at Simón Bolívar University. 
Although he later acquired U.S. citizenship and resides in Florida, his educational and formative roots 
are Venezuelan. For a platform like “Venezuela Brilla” (“Venezuela Shines”), whose goal is to 
"highlight a Venezuelan," this origin is fundamental. Emphasizing that his initial training in Venezuela 
was the launchpad for his global success reinforces the idea that Venezuelan talent and education 
can produce world-class innovators. His story can serve as a powerful counter-narrative to negative 
perceptions, showcasing the intellectual capital that emanates from Venezuela. His life's narrative 
should, therefore, subtly but consistently link his achievements to his Venezuelan origins, presenting 
his success not just as a personal triumph, but as a testament to Venezuelan potential and a source 
of national pride. 

II. Milestones and Future of AST SpaceMobile: The Satellite Revolution in Motion 

The company founded by Abel Avellán, AST SpaceMobile, is not just another player in the space 
sector; it represents a bold bet to redefine how the world connects. Its journey is marked by 
significant milestones that validate its technology and a future vision that promises to transform 
mobile broadband access. 

A. The Bold Vision of AST SpaceMobile 

The core mission of AST SpaceMobile is to build the first and only 
space-based cellular broadband network that can operate directly 
with standard mobile phones, without the need for specialized 
hardware or modifications to user devices. The problem it seeks to 
solve is the persistent lack of universal mobile coverage, a reality 
affecting billions of people, especially in rural, remote areas and in 
emerging countries where terrestrial infrastructure is scarce or 
non-existent. 

AST SpaceMobile's technological approach is distinctive and 
ambitious. It is based on deploying satellites in Low Earth Orbit 
(LEO) equipped with large phased-array antennas, which can 

reach up to 64 square meters (approximately 693 square feet). These gigantic antennas, considerably 
larger than those of competitors like Starlink (mentioned as being up to 50 times larger), are key to 
enabling a true broadband connection directly to moving cell phones. While many direct-to-device 
(D2D) satellite systems focus primarily on text messaging or low-speed connections, AST 
SpaceMobile aims to deliver broadband speeds capable of supporting voice and data, including 
video calls and streaming. 

B. Key Milestones in AST SpaceMobile's Journey 



The company's strategy plans to achieve global coverage with a relatively small constellation of 
satellites compared to other systems. It is projected that only 90 satellites would be needed for global 
coverage, a significantly lower number than the thousands of units required by networks like Starlink. 
This is partly due to the size and power of its antennas. The company operates by partnering with 
existing Mobile Network Operators (MNOs), using their licensed terrestrial spectrum to offer satellite 
services in areas without cell tower coverage. 

The evolution of AST SpaceMobile since its founding in 2017 has been marked by a series of crucial 
achievements that have validated its technology and strengthened its market position. 

• 2019: Launch of the BlueWalker 1 test satellite. This first satellite served to validate the 
fundamental concepts of direct satellite-to-smartphone communication technology. 

• 2020: Announcement of the SPAC merger agreement. The company announced its intention 
to merge with New Providence Acquisition Corp., a strategic move to access public markets 
and secure significant funding for its satellite constellation deployment. 

• April 2021: Completion of the SPAC merger and listing on Nasdaq (ASTS). This milestone 
provided approximately $462 million in gross proceeds, enabling the company to scale its 
development and manufacturing operations. 

• September 2022: Successful launch of the BlueWalker 3 prototype satellite. This was a 
critical step. BlueWalker 3, with its 64-square-meter (693-square-foot) phased-array antenna, 
is the largest commercial telecommunications array ever deployed in low Earth orbit. Its 
purpose was to test direct connections with standard commercial mobile phones using 3GPP 
frequencies at 5G speeds. 

• 2023: First 2G, 4G LTE, and 5G cellular broadband connections from space. Throughout 
2023, AST SpaceMobile successfully achieved the first voice and data calls, including 2G, 4G 
LTE, and 5G connections, directly to standard, unmodified smartphones. Download speeds of 
up to 14 Mbps per 5 MHz channel were demonstrated using BlueWalker 3. These tests were 
conducted in collaboration with key partners like AT&T, Vodafone, and Rakuten Mobile, 
proving the company's core technological capability. 

• 2024: Strategic financing and launch of the first commercial satellites. In early 2024, the 
company secured significant strategic financing, including investments from AT&T, Google, and 
Vodafone, raising approximately $206.5 million in new aggregate funding. This not only 
bolstered industry confidence but also provided funds for the initial launches of its 
commercial satellites. Subsequently, on September 18, 2024, SpaceX launched the first five 
commercial satellites for AST SpaceMobile, named BlueBird 1-5, from Cape Canaveral 
aboard a Falcon 9 rocket. Each of these satellites will deploy a 10-meter diameter phased-
array antenna. 

These milestones demonstrate a steady progression from proof-of-concept to the start of commercial 
deployment, overcoming technical challenges and securing financial and strategic partner backing. 

C. Potential Impact and Future Challenges 

The potential of AST SpaceMobile's technology is immense. Its ability to provide mobile broadband 
directly to standard phones anywhere on the planet has the power to transform the lives of billions, 



especially in underserved regions and emerging countries that currently lack stable internet access. 
This could boost education, commerce, healthcare, and digital inclusion on an unprecedented scale. 
The company has already made successful video calls with cell phones using networks from Verizon, 
Vodafone, Rakuten, and AT&T, demonstrating the viability of its service. 

Strategic alliances with Mobile Network Operators (MNOs) like Vodafone, Rakuten Mobile, AT&T, 
and regional operators such as Telecom and Telefónica are fundamental to its business model. These 
collaborations not only provide access to the necessary spectrum but also open direct channels to 
vast customer bases. The company projects to launch 60 more satellites by the end of 2026, with 
plans for expansion in Europe and Africa through an alliance with Vodafone. 

However, the path to full global commercialization is not without challenges. AST SpaceMobile 
operates in a highly competitive landscape, with giants like Starlink (SpaceX) and Project Kuiper 
(Amazon) also aiming to dominate the satellite internet market, albeit with partially different 
technological approaches. Furthermore, deploying a satellite constellation is a capital-intensive and 
technologically complex undertaking, subject to the inherent risks of space operations and the 
continuous need for innovation and funding. The company has already faced delays in manufacturing 
solar panels and antennas for its commercial satellites, underscoring the complexity of the task. 

D. Expanded Perspectives on AST SpaceMobile 

Certain decisions and achievements have been particularly transformative for AST SpaceMobile, 
fundamentally shaping its direction and prospects. The decision to go public via a SPAC merger 
with New Providence Acquisition Corp. in 2021 was a pivotal moment. It wasn't just about the 
capital injection of approximately $462 million; this maneuver significantly raised the company's 
profile, attracting greater investor attention and facilitating the strategic partnerships needed for its 
ambitious global satellite network. This visibility was a catalyst for growth and credibility in an 
emerging and highly competitive sector. 

The launch and successful testing of the BlueWalker 3 satellite throughout 2023 marked a major 
technical de-risking event. Demonstrating direct voice and data calls to unmodified smartphones 
validated the core premise of its technology. This tangible success shifted the industry's perception 
from a theoretical concept to a proven, functional capability. This achievement directly supports the 
mission, vision, and core values of AST SpaceMobile, Inc., as it proved that its innovative approach 
was viable and could deliver on its promises. 

Finally, the consolidation of strategic partnerships and securing additional funding in 2024 were 
vital. Securing new investments and strengthening ties with major MNOs and tech giants like AT&T, 
Vodafone, and Google in early 2024 not only provided fresh capital (around $206.5 million combined) 
but also offered essential commercial validation and market access pathways. These alliances are 
crucial for the large-scale adoption of its service, solidifying its position as it prepares for commercial 
launch. These moments are not isolated; they are part of a cohesive strategy that has allowed AST 
SpaceMobile to advance steadily toward its goal of connecting the unconnected. 

 


