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The f¼·¼«e Ñl�� be���g ·� 
chl�d«e� Ñh� ca� ·hl�}, 
��· z¼¯· }ee¨ ¼¨.

Chl�d«e� a«e g«�Ñl�g ¼¨ 
l� a Ñ�«�d �f ¨�Ñe«f¼� ·ech����g×.

We d��’· }��Ñ Ñha· z�b¯ ·he×’�� d�,
�« Ñha· ·���¯ ·he×’�� ¼¯e.

B¼· ·he ��¯· l�¨�«·a�· ¯}l��¯
a«e ¯·l�� ·he h¼�a� ��e¯:
c¼«l�¯l·×, e�¨a·h×, «e¯l�le�ce, l�agl�a·l��,
a�d ·he abl�l·× ·� ·hl�} l� ¯¼«¨«l¯l�g Ña×¯.

A�d be�ea·h l· a�� l¯ a ª¼le· ·«¼·h:
·he f¼·¼«e Ñ��’· «¼� �� c�de a�d ca�c¼�a·l��¯ a���e.

I· Ñl�� de¨e�d �� h¼�a�¯
Ñh� ca� ª¼e¯·l��, 
c���ec· a�d c«ea·e.

T�ge·he«.

A�d �� ·hel« �Ñ�.
H¼�a�¯ Ñl·h  O«lgl�a� I�·e��lge�ce.
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Acorn Explorers: It’s not just what you know, it’s how you think.

Beca¼¯e ·he ¯c«ee�¯ Ñl�� g� da«} eÐe«× da×. 
A¯ ·he× d�. 

A�d l� ·h�¯e ���e�·¯ 
h¼�a�¯ ¯·l�� �eed ·� be ab�e ·� ·hl�}.

T� �a}e ¯e�¯e �f ·he Ñ�«�d 
�� a�d �ff-¯c«ee�.
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Wandering minds aren’t mistakes.

Rea� ·hl�}l�g l¯�’· �l�ea«.
I· d�e¯�’· �eed ·� �a}e ¯e�¯e. 
(N�· a�� ·he ·l�e.)

Wa�de«l�g �l�d¯ a«e�’· �l¯·a}e¯.
The×’«e h�Ñ h¼�a�¯ 
fl�d ldea¯ �� ¯·«algh· �l�e Ñ�¼�d eÐe« �ead ·�.

A�d h�Ñ chl�d«e� �ea«� ·he«e’¯ 
��«e ·ha� ��e �¨l�l�� ·� h��d,
a�d ¯e�d�� ���× ��e «lgh· Ña× ·� ·hl�}.

A�d «ea� ed¼ca·l�� l¯�’· ab�¼· c�««ec·�e¯¯.

Beca¼¯e a c��¨¼·e« ca� glÐe ×�¼ ·he “«lgh·” a�¯Ñe«.

B¼· ���× h¼�a�¯ �ea«� ·� �a}e ¯e�¯e 
Ñhe� ·he Ñ�«�d l¯�’· b�ac} �« Ñhl·e
b¼· l� g��«l�¼¯�× ¼�¨«edlc·ab�e ·ech�lc���¼«. 
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Beca¼¯e «ea� �lfe �lÐe¯ l� ·he l�-be·Ñee� c���¼«¯,
a�d h¼�a�¯ �¼¯· �ea«� ·� b«ea·he ·he«e.

T� ¯·a× ·he«e.

I� a Ñ�«�d ·ha· z¼¯· }ee¨¯ cha�gl�g.

Choice and discovery: let’s rem
ind children that learning is about exploring, and finding their own way.
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C¼«l�¯l·× l¯ h�Ñ h¼�a�¯ g«�Ñ.

Dl¯c���ec·ed �ea«�l�g fade¯ fa¯·.
Fac·¯ d��’· ¯·lc} Ñhe� ·he×’«e ¨¼¯hed l�·� a�
a�«ead× f¼�� ¯¨ace.

C¼«l�¯l·× cha�ge¯ ·ha·.

I· �l�}¯ ldea¯ ·� l�·e«e¯·.
I�·e«e¯· ·� �ea�l�g.
A�d �ea�l�g ·� ¼�de«¯·a�dl�g.
I· c«ea·e¯ e�¨·× ¯¨ace¯ 
z¼¯· ·he «lgh· ¯lße f�« ¯��e·hl�g �eÑ ·� ·a}e ¯ha¨e.

Beca¼¯e Ñhe� �l�d¯ e�gage 
Ñl·h ¯��e·hl�g ·he× ca«e ab�¼·,
¯��e·hl�g ·he× be�leÐe ·he× ca� d�,
�ea«�l�g bec��e¯ a ·«a�¨��l�e, 
��· a �l¯· �f fac·¯.

I· bec��e¯ �ea«�l�g ·ha· �a··e«¯.

Beca¼¯e c¼«l�¯l·× l¯ ·he �«lgl�a� «ebe��l��.
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Tha· h¼�a� Ð�lce ·ha· ¨�}e¯ eÐe«× ldea Ñl·h
“B¼·… Ñha· ab�¼· ·hl¯?”
“B¼·… Ñh×?”
“B¼·…?”

Tha· c¼«l�¼¯ Ð�lce �achl�e¯ d��’· haÐe,
a�d h¼�a�¯ ca�’· g«�Ñ Ñl·h�¼·.

Learning that m
atters : let’s m

ake learning feel alive, connecting ideas to caring, action, and hope
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F�eÖlb�e ·hl�}l�g 
·a}e¯ c�¼«age a�d ¨e«¯l¯·e�ce.

Idea¯ a«e �ea�· ·� be be�· a«�¼�d a�d a«�¼�d
a�d b«alded ·�ge·he«
¼�·l� ¯��e·hl�g �eÑ ¯��Ñ�× a¨¨ea«¯.

Thl¯ l¯ ·he }l�d �f ·hl�}l�g ·ha· g«�Ñ¯
Ñhe� chl�d«e� a«e a���Ñed ·� ·l�· ·h�¼gh·¯,
f��d ·he�, ¯·«e·ch ·he�,
¨¼�� ·he� a¨a«· a�d ·«× agal�.

F�eÖlb�e a�d b«aÐe e��¼gh ·� ·«× ¯��e·hl�g �eÑ.

I·’¯ b¼l�dl�g, 
z�l�l�g ldea¯, 
b«ea}l�g ·he�,
«e¯ha¨l�g ·he� 
a�d Ña·chl�g ldea¯ eÐ��Ðe l�·� ·he ¼�d«ea�ed �f.

EÐe� Ñhe� ��-��e e�¯e l¯ Ña·chl�g.
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Because computers store more facts, and answer
more questions, and can seem to be all-powerful.

B¼· ���× h¼�a�¯ haÐe ·he ¨�Ñe« ·� ·Ñl¯· a� ldea, 
¯·«e·ch l·, a�d 
·¼«� l· l�·� ¯��e·hl�g ·he Ñ�«�d ha¯ �eÐe« ¯ee�.

Building a m
ind that builds: let’s invite children to bend ideas, encourage them

 to build som
ething new.
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Ch�lce¯ �eed ¯¨ace.
H¼�a�¯ d��’· g«�Ñ Ñl·h�¼· 
¨«ac·l¯l�g h�Ñ ·� �a}e ·he�.

A�d chl�d«e�’¯ decl¯l�� �a}l�g «¼¯he¯ ·� ·he �ef·, 
·� ·he «lgh·, ·a}e¯ ·h«ee ¯·e¨¯ f�«Ña«d, 
ge·¯ «¼bbed �¼· a�d ¯·a«·¯ a�� �Ðe« agal�.

B¼· ·� d� ·ha· ·he× �eed ¯¨ace.
S¨ace ·� c«ea·e. S¨ace ·� ��·e. S¨ace ·� h¼�a�.

Pa¨e« ¯��Ñ¯ ·he Ñ�«�d 
z¼¯· e��¼gh
f�« ·h�¼gh·¯ ·� c¼«�, 
Ña�de«, 
���¨, 
a�d ¯e··�e l�·� ldea¯ Ñ�«·h }ee¨l�g.

Chl�d«e� �eed ¯¨ace ·� be 
f¼��×, 
�e¯¯l�×,
c«ea·lÐe�×,
Ñ��de«f¼��×, 
�a«}-�a}l�g�×, 
Ñ«l·l�g-·���-l�-ha�d, 
h¼�a�.
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Chl�d«e� ·hl�} l� c¼«�¯, c��¼d¯ a�d c��¯·e��a·l��¯,
a�d ·he× �eed e��¼gh �¨e� ¯¨ace 

f�« a�� �f ·ha· ·� ¼�f��d l� f«��· �f ·hel« e×e¯.

A�d ·he be¯· ldea¯ d��’· d�Ñ���ad.
Y�¼ ca�’· ha�g a .JPG �� ·he f«ldge.

Paper-First: let’s bring learning back to paper, som
ething children can hold, keep and be proud of.
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T«¼�× z�l�ed-¼¨ ·hl�}l�g 
�eed¯ ·l�e Ñl·h ·he ¯¨ace. 

N�· z¼¯· ·l�e.
N�· z¼¯· l�f�«�a·l��.
B¼· «��� ·� ¨a¼¯e Ñl·h�¼· bel�g ¨¼¯hed f�«Ña«d.

I· �eed¯ ���e�·¯ Ñhe«e ��·hl�g �eÑ a««lÐe¯.
Whe«e ldea¯ a«e a���Ñed ·� ¯l·,
be ¼�¨ac}ed
Ñl·h�¼· «eadl�g ·he f�a·¨ac} l�¯·«¼c·l��¯.

Whe� eÐe«×·hl�g ��Ðe¯ ·�� fa¯·,
·hl�}l�g bec��e¯ «eac·lÐe.
We ¯}l�.
We ¯c«���.
We a�¯Ñe« l�¯·ead �f Ñ��de«l�g.

B¼· Ñhe� ·l�e �¨e�¯ ¼¨,
�ea�l�g ca·che¯ ¼¨ a�d 
¯¼dde��× Ñe «ea�l¯e Ñe’«e ·a�}l�g a��·he« �a�g¼age.

Thl¯ l¯ Ñhe«e ¼�de«¯·a�dl�g begl�¯.
N�· a· ·he ¯¨eed �f de�lÐe«×,
b¼· a· ·he ¨ace �f ¨��de«.
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A�d ·he ·hl�}l�g ·ha· �a¯·¯
l¯ ·he }l�d ×�¼ b¼l�d b× z�l�l�g ·he d�·¯,
��e l�¨e«fec· ¯·e¨ a· a ·l�e.

Beca¼¯e c��¨¼·e«¯ ca� ¨«�ce¯¯ a�¯Ñe«¯.
B¼· ���× h¼�a�¯ ca� Ñ«e¯·�e Ñl·h ldea¯.

Joined-up Thinking: let’s m
ake it possible for children to join the dots, to see how things fit together.
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C¼«l�¯l·× g«�Ñ¯ 
Ñhe� chl�d«e� �Ñ� ·hel« a··e�·l��.

Tea«l�g l· aÑa× f«�� ·he ��¼d a�d ¯hl�×.
Tea«l�g l· aÑa× f«�� ·he ¼«ge�· a�d ·he b«lgh·.

Beca¼¯e Ñhe� eÐe«×·hl�g c��¨e·e¯ f�« a··e�·l��,
feed¯, a�e«·¯ a�d e�d�e¯¯ a�¯Ñe«¯,
·hl�}l�g f«ag�e�·¯.

P¼ßß�e ¨lece¯ z¼�¨ 
¼�·l� ·he ¨lc·¼«e �� ·he b�Ö �� ���ge« �a}e¯ ¯e�¯e.

B¼· Ñhe� ·he a··e�·l�� g«abbe«¯ fade aÑa×
chl�d«e� d��’· ¯·�¨ ·hl�}l�g.

The× ¯¼dde��× fl�d ·he ¯¨ace ·� 
z¼�¨ hlghe«, dlÐe dee¨e«.

The× �ea«� ·� be c��f�«·ab�e 
Ñl·h ·hel« �Ñ� �¨l�l��¯.

I� a Ñ�«�d ·ha· l¯ �ea«�l�g ·� a�¯Ñe« f�« ¼¯ 
fa¯·e« ·ha� Ñe ca� �ea«� ·� ·hl�} f�« �¼«¯e�Ðe¯.
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Chl�d«e� d��’· }��Ñ a Ñ�«�d  
Ñhe«e ·he×’Ðe had ·� �Ñ� ·hel« �¨l�l��.

B¼· Ñhe� ·he× �ea«� ·� h��d ·hel« a··e�·l��,
·he× �ea«� ·he× ca� h��d a ·h�¼gh·, 
a�d �Ñ� ·hel« �¨l�l��¯ a�d c¼«l�¯l·×.

A�d ·ha·’¯ Ñhe«e l�de¨e�de�· ·hl�}l�g begl�¯.

Distraction free: let’s give children a chance to slow down, and own their curiosity
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Lea«�l�g d�e¯�’· ha¨¨e� l� a Ðac¼¼�.

I· ha¨¨e�¯ l� g�a�ce¯.
I� ¯ha«ed ¨a¼¯e¯.
I� dl¯c¼¯¯l��¯ l� ·he al¯�e¯ �f ·he ¯¼¨e«�a«}e·,
I� �a¼gh¯ Ñhe� g�l�g f«�� ¯¨�· A ·� ¯¨�· B.

I� ���e�·¯ Ñhe«e �� ��e l¯ ¨e«f�«�l�g.
Whe«e �� ��e l¯ “��”.

Whe� ldea¯ a«e ¯¨�}e� �¼· ��¼d a�d ¯ha«ed,
�« ª¼le·�× ��·lced ·�ge·he«,
�ea«�l�g l¯�’· z¼¯· ab�¼· b��}¯ a�×��«e.
I·’¯ ab�¼· ·he Ða�¼e �f h¼�a�-l�g ·�ge·he«.

N�· ¯��e·hl�g de�lÐe«ed ·� be �a«}ed.
N�· ¯��e·hl�g Ña·ched f�« c�««ec·�e¯¯.

S��e·hl�g ¯ha«ed be·Ñee� ¨e�¨�e.

Chl�d«e� d��’· �eed c�««ec· a�¯Ñe«¯ eÖ¨ec·ed 
f«�� ·he� a�� ·he ·l�e.
(The×’�� fl�d ¨�e�·× �f ·h�¯e �� ·hel« �Ñ�.)

The× �eed ¨e�¨�e Ñl��l�g ·� Ñ��de«, eÖ¨��«e a�d be
h¼�a� Ñl·h ·he�.
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Beca¼¯e �ea«�l�g l¯ ��· ¯��e·hl�g d��e ·� a chl�d.
N�· ·a¼gh· f«�� a dl¯·a�ce. 
N�· ·e¯·ed b× a c��¨¼·e«.
A�d defl�l·e�× ��· a ¯c�«eb�a«d.

J¼¯· ��·lced a�d e�z�×ed.
T�ge·he«.

Together tim
e: let’s m

ake learning som
ething that is enjoyed together, hum

an-ed together,

Page 17



Kl�d�e¯¯ a�d c�¼«age cha�ge ·he Ñ�«�d.

Thl�}l�g ·a}e¯ c�¼«age.
The c�¼«age ·� ¯·a× Ñl·h a ·h�¼gh·
Ñhe� l· cha��e�ge¯ ×�¼.
T� haÐe a� �¨l�l��. 
T� cha�ge ×�¼« �l�d.

Kl�d�e¯¯ ·a}e¯ a··e�·l��.
I· l¯ ca«e ·ha· d�e¯�’· ·¼«� a¯lde
Ñhe� ·hl�g¯ fee� c��¨�lca·ed
�« l�c��Ðe�le�·.

Wl·h�¼· }l�d�e¯¯ ·hl�}l�g ca� bec��e ca«e�e¯¯.
Wl·h�¼· c�¼«age ·hl�}l�g ca� bec��e c��¨�la�·.

B¼· Ñhe� chl�d«e� a«e ¯h�Ñ� 
h�Ñ ·� ·hl�} Ñl·h ca«e, ·he× �ea«� ·� a¯}
Ñh� l¯ affec·ed?
Ñha· �a··e«¯ he«e?
Ñha· c�¼�d be dlffe«e�·?

A�d Ñhe� ·he× a«e glÐe� c�¼«age,
·he× �ea«� ·ha· ·hl�}l�g ca««le¯ Ñelgh·.
I· ha¯ c��¯eª¼e�ce¯.
I· ca� ¨«�·ec·, «e¨al«, a�d «e¯ha¨e.
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The× �ea«� ·ha· ldea¯ a«e 
��· z¼¯· f�« ¯��Ðl�g ¨«�b�e�¯,
b¼· f�« decldl�g
Ñha· }l�d �f Ñ�«�d ·he× Ña�· ·� �lÐe l�.

Beca¼¯e ·he f¼·¼«e d�e¯�’· z¼¯· �eed fa¯·e« a�¯Ñe«¯.

I· �eed¯ h¼�a�¯
b«aÐe e��¼gh ·� ca«e
a�d }l�d e��¼gh ·� ac·.

Kindness & Courage: let’s work to grow hum
ans brave enough to care and kind enough to act. 
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Small beginnings matter.

M�¯· �ea�l�gf¼� ·hl�g¯ d��’· a���¼�ce ·he�¯e�Ðe¯.
The× d��’· a««lÐe f¼��× f�«�ed.
The× d��’· ¯·a«· Ñl·h ce«·al�·×, 
c��flde�ce, �« a¨¨�a¼¯e.

The× ¯·a«· ª¼le·�×.
Wl·h a ª¼e¯·l��.
A ch�lce.
A ¯�a�� decl¯l�� ·� ca«e 
Ñhe� l· Ñ�¼�d be ea¯le« ��· ·�.

Chl�d«e� d��’· �eed g«a�d ¨�a�¯ ·� cha�ge ·he Ñ�«�d.
The× �eed ·� }��Ñ ·ha· Ñha· ·he× d� ��Ñ c�¼�·¯.
Tha· ¯�a�� ·h�¼gh·¯ a«e ¯·l�� ·h�¼gh·¯.
Tha· ¯�a�� ac·l��¯ ¯·l�� ¯ha¨e ·hl�g¯.
Tha· ¨a×l�g a··e�·l�� l¯ a�«ead× a� ac· �f c�¼«age.

Thl¯ l¯ h�Ñ cha�ge ac·¼a��× begl�¯.
N�· �a·e«.
N�· blgge«.
N�· Ñhe� eÐe«×·hl�g l¯ «ead×.
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Beca¼¯e blg cha�ge «a«e�× ¯·a«·¯ Ñl·h a ¨�a�.

I· cha�ge¯ l� }l·che�¯.
I� ¨�a×g«�¼�d¯.
Blg l�¨ac· d�e¯�’· ¯·a«· blg.
I· ¯·a«·¯ Ñl·h ¨e�¨�e 
Ñh� d��’· Ñal· ·� be l�¨�«·a�·.

I· cha�ge¯ Ñhe� 
¯��e��e ��·lce¯ ¯��e·hl�g l¯�’· «lgh· 
a�d declde¯ ��· ·� ���} aÑa×.

A�d chl�d«e� d��’· �eed ·� g«�Ñ ¼¨
bef�«e ·hel« ·hl�}l�g ¯·a«·¯ ·� �a··e«.

Sm
all Beginnings, Big Meaning: let’s agree that little ideas can grow into som

ething that really m
atters.Page 21



Thl¯ b��} l¯�’· fl�l¯hed.

I· }ee¨¯ g�l�g
l� c��Ðe«¯a·l��¯,
l� ª¼e¯·l��¯,
a�d l� ·he ¯¨ace¯ ×�¼ �eaÐe �¨e�.

If l· �ade ×�¼ ¨a¼¯e,
Ñ��de«,
�« ¯ee �ea«�l�g a �l··�e dlffe«e�·�×,

·he� l·’¯ a�«ead× d�l�g l·¯ Ñ�«}.

A�d lf l· fl�d¯ l·¯ Ña× ·� ¯��e��e e�¯e,
·ha·’¯ eÖac·�× h�Ñ l· Ña¯ �ea�· ·� ·«aÐe�.
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PPS. If you’d like to get
another copy to share with

someone else, just visit
acornstudiopress.com/manifesto
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Building a Mind that Builds Learning that Matters

Joined-Up Thinking Paper First

Distraction Free

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� ×�¼« chl�d Ñ�«} ha«d
·� �a}e ¯e�¯e �f �eÑ ·hl�g¯. 

Ac�«� l�Ðl·e¯ ·he� ·� c���ec·
ldea¯ a�d ¯ee h�Ñ ·hel« ·hl�}l�g

ca� b¼l�d ¯��e·hl�g �eÑ.

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ �e¯¯��¯ ca� fade
��ce ·he ·e¯· l¯ �Ðe«. 

Ac�«� �a}e¯ �ea«�l�g fee� a�lÐe
agal�, c���ec·l�g ldea¯ ·� 
ca«l�g, ac·l��, a�d h�¨e.

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ ¯ch���
¯¼bzec·¯ ca� fee� �l�e¯ a¨a«·.

Ac�«� z�l�¯ ·he d�·¯ ¯�
chl�d«e� ¯ee h�Ñ ¯cle�ce,

�a·h¯, ¯·�«le¯ - l� fac·
eÐe«×·hl�g - z¼¯· fl·¯ ·�ge·he«.

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ ª¼lc}�× ¯c«ee�¯ fl��
a da×.

 Ac�«� b«l�g¯ �ea«�l�g bac} ·�
¨a¨e«, ¯��e·hl�g chl�d«e� ca� h��d,

}ee¨ a�d be ¨«�¼d �f. Thl�}l�g
¯��Ñ¯ d�Ñ�, a�d ldea¯ ¯l�} l�.

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ fa¯· ·he Ñ�«�d ��Ðe¯. 
Ac�«� glÐe¯ ×�¼« chl�d a dl¯·«ac·l��-f«ee ���e�· ·� ¯��Ñ d�Ñ�,

b«ea·he, a�d «ec���ec· Ñl·h ·hel« �Ñ� c¼«l�¯l·×.

The Ac�«� Wa×
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Choice & Discovery Kindness & Courage

Together Time Small Beginnings, 
Big Meaning

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ chl�d«e� ¯·a«·
·� ·hl�} ·he«e’¯ a ¯l�g�e «lgh·

Ña× ·� be «lgh·. 

Ac�«� �ffe«¯ ch�lce¯ ·ha·
«e�l�d ·he� �ea«�l�g l¯ ab�¼·

eÖ¨��«l�g, ª¼e¯·l��l�g, a�d
fl�dl�g ·hel« �Ñ� Ña×.

Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ ea¯× l· l¯
f�« chl�d«e� ·� d�¼b·

·he�¯e�Ðe¯ �« c��¨a«e.

 Ac�«� he�¨¯ ·he� fl�d
ª¼le· c��flde�ce, �ea«�l�g

·ha· }l�d�e¯¯ ca� be ¯·«��g
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Y�¼’Ðe ¯ee� h�Ñ blg ·hl�g¯
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Ac�«� begl�¯ ¯�a��, he�¨l�g
chl�d«e� ¯ee ·ha· ·hel«

·h�¼gh·¯ a�d ac·l��¯ ca�
�a}e a dlffe«e�ce.
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