Preterism
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· The term preterism comes for the Latin root word praeter which means “past” or “gone by.”

i. The Jesuit scholar Luis de Alcasar (1554-1613) is credited with the first systematic exposition of preterism in his work, "Vestigatio arcani sensus in Apocalypsi" (published during the Counter-Reformation).

· There are two views of Preterism: full preterism and partial preterism. 

1. Full or hyper preterism believes that all prophecies in the Bible were fulfilled in 70 AD.

2. Partial preterism believes that most prophecies, up to Revelation chapter 20, were fulfilled in 70 AD. 

i. Full preterism is considered a heresy where partial preterism is not. 

· The danger of full preterism is concerning the future return of Jesus Christ and the future resurrection of the dead and the believers blessed hope of a resurrected body fit for glory, and the nature of Jesus Christ. 

i. Christianity has always held to a future blessed hope of the return of Christ and the resurrection of the dead, where full preterism would say that those things have already occurred and are fully realized. 

· Another problem with Preterist is their hermeneutic. They use a “70 AD” hermeneutic in order to attempt to understand all of Scripture. It is a filter that must be used for all biblical interpretation. 

i. That is in contrast to using a literal grammatical, historical, hermeneutic that is the proper way of interpreting Scripture. 

· There are nuances to where full preterists see the consequences of what they believe.

i. Some believe that everyone born post 70 AD will go to heaven because we are living in post-redemptive history. 

ii. Others believe that even though all things are fulfilled that we still need to apply principles of the bible to everyday life. 

2 Timothy 2:16–18 16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some. 

· Getting the timing of the resurrection wrong, according to Paul, is worthy of anathema. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  1 Corinthians 15] 


i. The consequences of this are that there is no unity between preterism and Christianity. 

a. Either that view is anathema, or Christianity that don’t believe that view is anathema and are lost. 

b. There can be no reconciliation between preterism and other Christian views of eschatology. 

· There is a large influence of Gnosticism that influences the preterist view. 

i. There is something about knowing something that other Christians, including all Christians that lived from Christ until the counter-reformation, didn’t know. 

· God is all knowing and the kingdom of God is forever.

· Preterist look at the state of the world as ongoing infinitely.

i. This contradicts God’s omniscience because if pro-creation, evil and sin always continue in this world, God doesn’t know His elect because the list is infinite. 

· There is a problem with infinity when things are infinitely added, such as procreation. Infinity, according to Greek understanding, has to do with a number not a quality. Infinity is numeric. 

Zeno (490–430 BC) is quoted as saying “it is impossible to traverse an infinite number of things in a finite time.”

· Zeno argued that to travel between two points, one would first have to reach the halfway point, then the halfway point of that remaining distance, and so on, creating an infinite series of distances to traverse. 

i. This is a conclusion problem. In infinity there is never a conclusion. A task can never be completed. You can never get from A to B if an infinite number of events can transpire. 

· God is eternal not infinite as understood by Greek Philosophy, because God is never added too. He is immutable and cannot learn. 

i. Numeric infinity is a logical fallacy. God would have to infinitely add knowledge to Himself concerning His elect. 

· Some preterist believe that God only has omniscience and immutability until 70 AD, and that is the only logical conclusion to their problem with infinity.  

i. They cannot answer this question, so their entire doctrine is based on an inconsistency. 

1 Corinthians 15:20 ﻿But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 

· The term “first fruits” refers to the first of its kind that every other fruit afterward will follow. 

i. So what we read about Jesus is true of any believer who has or ever will exist. 

a. Jesus was raised from the dead, just as any person that is a Christian that will ever die also will be raised from the dead. 

· How does a preterest explain the reason for physical death after 70 AD?

· There is an end of this age or this time as we know it.

i. This age is characterized by sin, death, false teaching, and false religions. 

· Verse 24, the end, indicates that all of these things will come to an end. All rule and all authority and all power will also be abolished. 

· And verse 26 even says that death itself will be abolished. That is the biggest indicated that Jesus has not returned for the final time. 

i. Death is still prevalent. Jesus died physically in this passage, that is the context. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

· The preterest has no reason to continue taking the Lords supper, because according to them, He has already come. 

Ephesians 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

· If this has already happened, there is no reason for evangelists, pastors, teachers, works of service, or unity. 

i. There is also no reason to pursue the great commission, because that has already been fulfilled. 

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 “﻿Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you ﻿always, even to the end of the age.” 

Romans 10:18 ﻿But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, And their words to the ends of the world.” 

· Preterist do not believe that Jesus still has a human body. They believe that the resurrection was spiritual and not physical.

1 John 4:1 ﻿Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

Verse 2: “has come” is in the present tense. 

· Jesus remains the Godman glorified, or He was never truly man. 

i. This is another point of heresy in the preterist camp. 

· Partial preterism is only one step away from full preterism. 

· Historically Preterism falls apart. There are no creeds or confessions or writing from the Church Fathers that would support their view. 
