Justification


· The word justification should be a very common word in the language of the church. But often times we hear these words and have some idea of what they mean but do not have a firm grip.

· In a few words or sentences can you describe what this word means?

· We are not justified by works; we are justified because of belief in Christ. Faith is credited as righteousness. 

Romans 4:5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, 

· We are justified by faith and because of that we have peace with God.

Romans 5:1 ﻿Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

· Justification is the greatest gift that Jesus died to give to us. To be justified before a Holy God should be the thing you cherish the most in this life. 

i. Being justified has to do with right standing before God. A person cannot stand before a Holy God, other than being condemned, without being justified. 

· As Romans 5:1 (mentioned above) indicates, a person can only be justified by faith. This is one of the five sola's of the Reformation: sola fide or Faith Alone. 

i. It is important to understand the "Alone" part of justification. That simply means that you cannot add anything alongside or on top of faith in order to be justified. 

a. In other words, you cannot be justified by works or trying to earn favor with God. Really, that is what separates Christianity from all other religions in the world. 

· I like to say that there are only two religions in the world: that of faith and that of works. Christianity is the only religion that teaches that you cannot be impressive to God no matter how hard you try or how you improve your life. 

i. The only One impressive to God is God the Son: Jesus Christ. It is by His work, and only by His work that you can be justified before God. There is nothing outside of Christ that will ever be pleasing to God. 

· Have you ever seen the famous Lady Justice statue? 

· According to the Laws of man justice is blind, balanced, and holds a sword to carry it out. 

i. When it comes to God, justice is not blind because God sees everything. The only scales are Law and gospel, faith and works. 

a. One will condemn you and one will justify you. The sword is either swung at you or at Christ on the cross. 

b. Faith alone aims the sword at Jesus, a perfect and willing substation for you. Works aims the sword at you and the sentence is severe. 

· Romans 5:1 says that you are justified by faith and because of that you have peace with God. 

i. We have faith through Jesus Christ whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this Grace in which we stand. 

a. It is faith alone in Christ alone that justifies you. Repent and believe. Call on the name of Jesus Christ and believe there is nothing you can bring to God but your sin. Cast your sin at the feet of Jesus and be saved.

· Justification is entirely by God’s grace.

i. Grace is unmerited or unearned favor. 

· In justification, God forgives the sins of His people and imputes Christ’s righteousness—puts it on their accounts before Him—to them solely on the basis of Jesus’ sinless life, atoning death, and resurrection.

Romans 5:6 ﻿For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

Romans 5:18 ﻿So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 

· The doctrine of justification has constantly been subject to the attacks of false teachers. 

· This is a primary issue. To get justification wrong would be outside of the Christian faith. 

Galatians 1:6 ﻿I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Galatians 2:16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 17 “But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! 

Galatians 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 

1 Corinthians 6:9 ﻿Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

Romans 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 


