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Introduction:

It is imperative that Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and Universities in
Papua New Guinea uphold principles of non-discrimination and equal access to
education as enshrined in the Papua New Guinea Constitution. Therefore, the
following policy seeks to eliminate age restrictions for individuals applying to
enroll in undergraduate programs, and addresses the challenges faced by married
students within the education system.

1. No Age Limit for Non-School Leavers:

1.1. Non-school leavers seeking admission to undergraduate programmes in
Higher Education Institutions and Universities in Papua New Guinea must
adhere to the following certificate age limit of the last Gr 12 examination:

« The maximum certificate age limit for non-school leavers applying for
undergraduate programs is set at five (5) years from the date of the last
Gr 12 examination. Any Gr 12 certificate older than six (6) years will require
the applicant to retake all subjects and pass the exams to ensure alignment
with updated curriculum standards.

1.2. Exceptions to the certificate age limit may be granted on a case-by-case
basis, subject to approval by the admissions committee of the respective

Tel: 3012052 /2047 4" Floor, AOPI Center PO Box5117
Fax: 325 8386/325 8406 Waigani Drive Boroko, N.C.D
Website: www.dherst gov.pg Papua New Guinea




institution. Factors such as prior work experience, qualifications, and relevance
to the chosen programme may be considered when assessing exceptions.

2. Facilities for Married Students:

2.1. Acknowledging the existing limitations in accommodating married
students within the PNG education system, HEIs and Universities are
encouraged to provide guidance and support to married students seeking to
pursue undergraduate programs.

2.2. While dedicated facilities for married students may not currently be
available, institutions are encouraged to offer counseling services, financial
aid, and flexible study options to assist married students in managing their
academic commitments alongside personal responsibilities.

3. Advanced Study:

3.1. Students seeking to resume their studies at HEIs or Universities are
eligible to apply within a five-year period from the last year of studies.
Beyond this timeframe, they may be required to restart their programmes
to align with updated curriculum standards.

3.2. Students transitioning from Diploma to Bachelor or Master’s Degree
programmes are subject to the same five-year policy. Failure to adhere to
this timeframe may necessitate repetition of the entire programme of
study.

3.3. HEIs and Universities are encouraged to provide various flexible
learning options, including online learning, to facilitate skills upgrading and
qualification enhancement for individuals seeking to advance their
education.

4. Implementation:

4.1. This policy shall be disseminated to all relevant stakeholders within
HEIs and Universities across Papua New Guinea.

4.2. Admissions criteria and application procedures should be revised to
incorporate the certificate age limit for non-school leavers applying for
undergraduate programmes online.

4.3. Institutions are encouraged to provide comprehensive information and
support services to prospective students regarding the challenges faced by
married students and the available resources to assist them.
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5. Review and Amendments:

5.1. This policy shall undergo periodic review to ensure its alignment with
evolving educational needs and standards in Papua New Guinea.

5.2. Amendments to this policy may be made as deemed necessary, with
input from stakeholders and relevant authorities.

By enacting this policy, HEIs and Universities in Papua New Guinea reaffirm their
commitment to providing inclusive educational opportunities for non-school
leavers and married students, thus fostering a more equitable and accessible
higher education landscape.

This policy shall take effect immediately as of July 29,2024.

Signed:
g/

Hon: Kinoka Hotune Feo, MP
“Minister if Higher Education, Research, Science, Technology and Sport
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