Series: Gospel Of Luke

Sunday, January 18. Read our daily sermon reflections on GCC’s app
(under Devotionals) or at gardiner.church/devotions

1. GRACE THAT INVITES OBEDIENT T ..o,
(Luke 5:1-7; see also Ephesians 3:20)

- Jesus meets Peter in an ordinary moment—exhausted from an
unsuccessful night of fishing, cleaning nets on the shore. Yet
Jesus steps into Peter's boat and asks him to trust His word over
his own expertise: "Put out into deep water, and let down the
nets." Peter's response is remarkable: "Master, we've worked
hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say
so, | will let down the nets." That phrase—"because you say
so"—is the heart of obedient trust. It's choosing God's word
over our experience, His authority over our understanding. The
miracle happens after Peter chooses to obey.

- What area of your life is God asking you to trust Him with, even
when it doesn't make sense to you?

2. GRACE THAT AWAKENS H.........oooreeeeeee e,
(Luke 2:8-10; see also Romans 2:4; 6:1-2; Isaiah 6:5; Job 42:5-6; Titus 2:11-12)
When Peter witnesses the miraculous catch, he doesn't
celebrate—he falls to his knees: "Go away from me, Lord; lam a
sinful man!" God's overwhelming goodness revealed something
that Peter couldn't see before: his own sinfulness. Jesus then
responds with words of comfort: "Don't be afraid." Grace doesn't
drive us away; it draws us close. This grace then does something
remarkable—it transforms us. Paul writes that grace teaches us
to say no to ungodliness, but yes to godliness (Titus 2:11-12).
What sin or pattern in your life are you bringing before Jesus
today, trusting His grace to transform rather than condemn you?
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3. GRACETHATSENDSUSON M............cooviieeieeeeeeeeeeee,
(Luke 2:10-11; see also Acts 1:8)

"From now on you will fish for people." Jesus takes Peter's
past—his skills, his profession, even his failures—and redirects it
all toward kingdom purposes. Grace doesn't waste our story; it
redeems it. Peter and his companions "left everything and
followed him" because grace had captured their hearts. Mission
flows from transformation. Christ commissions us to be His
witnesses (Acts 1:8), and when we've experienced His
transforming grace, we can't help but share it with others.

- Jesus is calling you to fish for people—to share the grace that
has transformed you. Your experiences, skills, and even failures
can become tools in His hands. Who is God calling you to fish
for? How might He be wanting to use your story and gifts to
draw others to Jesus?

Application For This Week:

This week, reflect on how grace has met you, transformed you, and
now sends you. Spend time in Luke 5:1-11 each day, asking the Holy
Spirit to show you where you need to trust more deeply, surrender
more fully, and share more boldly. Remember: grace doesn't just
save us from something—it saves us for something.

Prayer: “Father, thank You that Your grace meets us where we are,
transforms us into who You've called us to be, and sends us out with
purpose. Help us to trust Your word over our wisdom, to confess
our sin without fear, and to live as people captured by grace and
compelled by love. Give us courage to follow Jesus wholeheartedly
and to share the good news of Your grace with those around us. In
Jesus' Name, Amen.”

Verses To Meditate On This Week:

[Jesus] said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the
nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all
night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, | will let
down the nets.” — Luke 5:4-5.

“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” — Luke 5:10
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