


However, even when a particular representation becomes culturally dominant, it does not go unchallenged. The meanings surrounding a place are struggled over, and these discursive struggles are ‘just as fundamental to the activities of place construction as bricks and mortar’ (Harvey 1996: 322). At the national level, the ‘narrative of the nation’–-the representation of the nation which gets reiterated in national histories, literature, the media and popular culture (Hall 2006)–is contested by counter discourses which draw attention to it’s silences and exaggerations. The meanings surrounding a place are struggled over, and these discursive struggles are ‘just as fundamental to the activities of place construction as bricks and mortar (Harvey 1996; 322). 
Illustrating the way place meanings are struggled over is Cohen’s (1996) study of ‘narratives of nativism’ in the Isle of Dogs area of London. Cohen interviewed Isle of Dogs residents and found that their ‘inside stories’ about the Island were constructed in relation to the grand narratives of the area produced by political parties, the media, anti-racist organiszations and academics.  The residents dismissed negative depictions of the island as being ill-informed and adopted a strategy of narrative impression management by telling stories which showed the area in a positive light. 
<SH>Occasioned </SH>
When place talk occurs in interaction it is important to consider how speakers are orientating theirre talk to the interactional context. Place talk in interaction is occasioned because the way we describe a place has ‘implications for “who we are”’ (Dixon and Durrheim 2000: 32). Illustrating the way speakers engage in identity work as they talk about places are studies by Adams (2009) and Kirkwood et al. (2013), both of which draw on interviews with forced migrants. Adams discusses how a diverse group of young asylum seekers produced remarkably similar accounts when asked to talk about how they are getting on in this country;, they talked about how their life was different to life before their arrival and they drew dramatic contrasts between Britain and their country of origin. According to Adam, these narratives can be regarded as situated and self-conscious claims to a certain identity as a child refugee. Similarly, Kirkwood et al. demonstrate that the asylum seekers and refugees they interviewed in Scotland legitimised their identities as genuine refugees and justified their presence in the host society by constructing their country of origin as a legitimate place from which to flee and Britain as an appropriate place of refuge.	Comment by laura.hall2110@gmail.com: Q2: A reference to ‘this country’ may be unclear to some readers. Could this be changed to a specific place? 	Comment by laura.hall2110@gmail.com: Q3: Is the author Adam or Adams as above?
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