TIMELINE OF EVENTS

PRE- 2018

Wilmslow Deaths: The Ainsworth’s

Wilmslow Deaths: The Ward’s

SCD finishes University and
completes Advanced Bloodstain
Pattern Analysis course. She studies
interpretation of bloodstain patterns
for her Forensic Science Dissertation

Cheshire Police appoint SCD as a
Coroner’s Officer. SCD returns
homes to Cheshire

Cheshire Police award SCD with a
Commendation for the work she did
on the Bosley Explosion Case

| 1996

—] 1999

—1 2005

—| 2007

DEC

Cheshire Police promote SCD to
Senior Coroner’s Officer (Head of the
Coroner’s Officers Department) after
her predecessor Christine Hurst
retires

2015

APRIL
2017

1998

2000

2004

2006

MAY
2015

MAY
2017

SCD starts University

Didsbury Deaths: The Higgins’

SCD does work experience in New
York City with NYPD, and studies
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis in the
USA

Thames Valley Police appoint SCD as
a Coroner’s Officer. She attends
death scenes, investigates cases and
gives evidence at inquests

Cheshire Police promote SCD to
Assistant Senior Coroner’s Officer
(Deputy Manager)

SCD is asked by Cheshire Police to
review the Countess of Chester
neonatal deaths for the ‘Lucy Letby’
case. This review was one of the main
reasons Cheshire Police launched
Operation Hummingbird. SCD and the
Coroner have no further involvement in
the Operation Hummingbird
investigation
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2018

SCD decides to do a PhD - she obtains
permission from the Coroner and
Cheshire Police to review historic
inquest files

SCD starts her review on the Wilmslow
cases prior to starting PhD. This review
was due to concerns that had
previously been raised with her. The
files were located in the Coroner’s
basement

The College of Policing confirm SCD
has been awarded the Bursary for her
PhD study

SCD submits (version 1) of the
Wilmslow Review to the Major
Investigation Team in Cheshire Police

The University confirms unconditional
PhD offer

SCD sends emails to two contacts
about Cheshire Police having not read
the Wilmslow Review yet

~MAY

~FEB
APRIL
JULY
JULY
AUG
120
SEPT
1 gth
SEPT
27th
SEPT
1 st
OoCT
16,19, 30
OCT

SCD submits Application to the College
of Policing Bursary Fund for funding for
the PhD

Discussion at a senior Cheshire Police
meeting acknowledges SCD’s
bloodstain pattern skills and her
knowledge about deaths

Source: https://thirlwall.public-inquiry.uk/wp-
content/uploads/thirlwall-evidence/INQ0011611.pdf

SCD submits PhD proposal &
application to University

SCD sends email to a contact confirming
that her Wilmslow Review has been
submitted to Cheshire Police

SCD starts part-time PhD whilst still
employed with Cheshire Police



https://thirlwall.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/thirlwall-evidence/INQ0011611.pdf
https://thirlwall.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/thirlwall-evidence/INQ0011611.pdf
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2019

SCD sends an email to a contact about
Cheshire Police having not read the
Wilmslow Report yet

SCD attends Arthur S. Chancellor’'s
course in the USA: Investigating
Staged Crime Scenes. She consults
with him on the Wilmslow cases. He
and his bloodstain pattern analyst
colleague both independently conclude
that the cases are likely double
murders staged to look like murder-
suicides

SCD has meeting with [REDACTED], of
Cheshire Police’s Major Investigation
Team. She informs this person that
that US forensic experts opine that the
Wilmslow cases are double murders
staged to look like murder-suicides.

[REDACTED] says to SCD:
“Steph, you see everything as a
conspiracy”

This person fails to act on this new
information but again gives permission
for SCD to keep working on and
submitting the updated Wilmslow
Review to Cheshire Police

[REDACTED] has denied this
discussion ever took place

SCD emails a contact about the plan
to re-submit the Report to Cheshire
Police

JAN

FEB

MARCH

JUNE

JULY

AUG |——

NOV

SCD sends email to a contact re
Cheshire Police agreeing to the
report being re-submitted after SCD
has attended US forensic courses
and consulted with forensic experts.

Arthur S. Chancellor sends his
written review of the Wilmslow
cases to SCD. He completed this
review before reading SCD’s report.
The review comes to the same
conclusions as SCD’s had

SCD emails a contact about
informing Cheshire Police of the US
forensic experts’ opinion




TIMELINE OF EVENTS (Last updated: 01 November 2025)

2020

SCD contacts [REDACTED] asking for
advice from a UK policing
perspective re the Wilmslow Review

SCD completes 2nd version of her
Wilmslow Review - she sends it to
experts for feedback. Two contacts
reply, the third [REDACTED] does not.

SCD finds out her updated Report has
been leaked to the media by
[REDACTED]. She immediately informs
her bosses of the leak and that an
article is due to be published in The
Sunday Times

Before the article is published,
Superintendent [REDACTED] from
Cheshire Police calls SCD informing
her they were putting the leak down to
‘Professional Learning’ and reassures
SCD that her job is safe

The Sunday Times runs the story,
causing a media frenzy.

SCD is then referred to the
‘Professional Standards Department*
for formal investigation due to the
media frenzy.

SCD is informed she needs to go on
paid leave from work.

—| MARCH

— | JULY

— | AUG

— 4 AUG

APRIL

JUNE

JULY

AUG

COVID pandemic - SCD is due 2nd
Commendation but ceremony is

. postponed. Cheshire Police have since

refused to hand over this award to
SCD

SCD and her team are nominated for a
Cheshire Police Award for their work
during the COVID pandemic

Cheshire Police collect the Wilmslow
files from SCD’s home (she had been
working from home as per COVID

policy)

A ‘complainant’ sends an aggressive
letter to SCD and sends a copy to
Cheshire Police following the media
articles.

At a later disclosure, SCD finds further
evidence in police emails showing that
Cheshire Police still hadn’t read either
of her Wilmslow Reports
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2020 (Continued)

SCD emails evidence to Professional
Standards (PSD) as to who leaked her
Wilmslow Report to the media. Within
the evidence was criticism of the officers
that dealt with the 1996 Wilmslow case.

[REDACTED], who was now working in
PSD, was part of the 1996 Wilmslow
case investigation but failed to declare
their conflict of interest

6 officers from Cheshire Police search
SCD’s home address, seizing private
personal diaries amongst other personal
items. They left SCD with a phone that is
unsuitable for deaf people

[REDACTED] completes their statement
re SCD and the Wilmslow reports. Later
disclosure to SCD shows that
[REDACTED] has been deliberately
dishonest and misleading

SCD writes to Cheshire Police with
concerns about the disproportionate
investigation into her

SCD requests to return to work (as had
not been suspended). Cheshire Police
inform her that there is ‘nowhere to put
her’ and for her remain away from work.

SEPT

SEPT

OCT

NOV

DEC

Less than 24hrs after receiving this
email, [REDACTED] decided to launch a
full criminal and gross misconduct
investigation into SCD

PSD subjects SCD to Interview Under
Caution despite her lengthy defence
statement. They deliberately read out
extracts from her personal diary that had
nothing to do with the Wilmslow Reports.

The ‘complainant’ then writes to the
University about SCD. SCD feels unsafe
and gets CCTV fitted at home. The
university later confirm there was no
case to answer
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Employment Law solicitors send pro
bono letter to Cheshire Police re the

2021

treatment they were subjecting SCD
to. They state Cheshire Police were
abusing their positions of power
about a leak that was not done by
SCD.

The Sunday Times send Cheshire

Police a letter confirming that SCD

was not their informant

PSD submit their file of evidence
against SCD to the CPS

SCD has full psychiatric assessment -
it confirms she has Complex PTSD due
to the treatment by Cheshire Police

SCD formally rebuts the PSD report and
submits formal grievance against four
Cheshire Police Officers

Cheshire Police get barrister to draw up
Terms of Reference for SCD’s
grievance investigation. They refuse to
have half of the concerns in the
grievance investigated

JAN

FEB

MARCH

MAY

JUNE

JUNE-
SEPT

NOV

The same day as receiving the letter,
Cheshire Police formally suspend SCD
in retaliation

SCD sends complaint to Unison about
their lack of support. They reply,
withdrawing all future support

SCD submits supplementary
statement for two new allegations by
Cheshire Police.

SCD finds out that Cheshire Police
have told the media that the cases
are ‘still murder-suicides’.

They refuse to give any feedback to
SCD as to how they came to that
conclusion

PSD publish their Gross Misconduct
report into SCD

SCD sends letters to the CPS, IOPC,
College of Policing, Police & Crime
Commissioner, and her MP.

No action is taken by any.

SCD applies for Employment Tribunal
to take place

Cheshire Police confirm that the CPS
will not be criminally charging SCD.
Cheshire Police appeal this decision,
but lost that appeal
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A bereaved family write to Cheshire
Police PSD supporting SCD. PSD
ignore the email and only
acknowledge receipt of the letter
when they are chased by the family

2022

David Collins’ book ‘The Hunt for the
Silver Killer' is published

Greater Manchester Police provide
response to SCD'’s first Grievance.
They mostly side with Cheshire
Police. SCD appeals their response

SCD attends Cheshire Police HQ to
view her laptop contents. SCD finds
further exculpatory evidence that
Cheshire Police had ignored. She
also finds that 6 months of her
emails had been removed from her
laptop

Employment Tribunal Preliminary
Hearing. [REDACTED] perjures
themselves in court but this
evidence is ignored by the ET judge.
ET judge makes errors in law & the
evidence, and treats SCD with
disdain

JAN/FEB

MAY

JUNE

JUNE
AUG

NOV

NOV

DEC

The Chief Coroner is informed of the
situation between Cheshire Police
and SCD. No further action is taken

SCD submits second grievance to
Cheshire Police due to further
detriments

The ‘complainant’ then defames SCD
on social media. SCD reports the
‘complainant’ to the Anti-Stalking
Unit at Cheshire Police. They don’t
take any further action (although
they found the original letter that was
sent by the complainant as
concerning).

SCD is offered job with the Medical
Examiner. But the offer is withdrawn
when Cheshire Police withhold their
reference. When asked for an
explanation, they claim “it got stuck in
the email outbox”

GMP respond to SCD’s grievance
appeal. They give the order to
Cheshire Police to return the laptop.
Cheshire Police ignore GMP’s directive

SCD formally resigns from Cheshire
Police. They make her to wait out her
notice period




TIMELINE OF EVENTS (Last updated: 01 November 2025)

SCD’s employment with Cheshire
Police formally ends. Cheshire
Police try to sack her before the
notice period is up but they don’t
succeed.

SCD has book chapter published in
forensic psychology textbook (the
chapter covered police
vulnerabilities at crime scenes)

Cheshire Police return SCD’s
personal office items but they breach
the Data Protection Act by returning
sensitive inquest items also. SCD
later sends letter to her solicitor
about new evidence she’s found in
these disclosed items

SCD submits formal statement to the
Thirlwall Inquiry. The statement
includes 19 exhibits (18 of those
were given to SCD by Cheshire Police
in July)

FEB

APRIL

MAY

JULY

NOV

DEC

Cheshire Police carry out disciplinary
hearing in SCD’s absence. They never
gave SCD full disclosure of their
evidence, nor would they let her
lawyer attend.

The hearing omitted all exculpatory
evidence. They conclude they would
have sacked SCD had she not
resigned. They place her on the
College of Policing Barred List.

SCD finds out her (previous)
University had been communicating
with Cheshire Police behind her back
for over a year.

SCD withdraws from her PhD
programme due to breach of trust,
and comes off all social media due to
Cheshire Police monitoring it

SCD withdraws from all Employment
Tribunal proceedings, due to lack of
funds, lack of faith in getting justice,
and the continual damage to her
health. The appeal had not yet been
heard
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2024+

SCD returns the remainder of the
sensitive material (that Cheshire
Police had given to her) to the
Cheshire Coroner

December Press conference by Lucy
Letby’s new defence team. SCD
finds out that Baby O was given a
procedure - this procedure was not
reported to the Cheshire Coroner
when the death was reported. SCD
notifies the new defence team of
this

SCD gives interviews to the Guardian
and Channel 4 News about her
concerns on the Lucy Letby case.

In response, Cheshire Police make
defamatory statement about SCD,
saying she was ‘just an
administrator’ and that she did not
have the ‘relevant qualifications’ to
make comment on the Lucy Letby
case.

However, they do not deny that they
requested SCD to review the 13
deaths and that they acted on the
outcome of her review

SCD is asked to speak at the House
of Commons All Party Parliamentary
Group on Miscarriages of Justice
meeting. She talks about her
concerns with the Wilmslow cases
and the Lucy Letby case

FEB
2024

DEC
2024

JULY
2025

OCT
2025

NOV
2024

MAR
2025

SEPT
2025

SCD films the documentary for the
Wilmslow cases. She refuses the fee
and asks for it to be paid directly to
charity (it went to the Warrington,
Halton & St Helen’s RSPCA branch)

SCD has second book chapter
published in Arthur S Chancellor’s
Equivocal Death: Investigating
Suicide, Accidental and other
Questionable Deaths

SCD makes formal complaint to the
IOPC about Cheshire Police:

1. Failure to act on or give any
feedback about SCD’s concerns on
the Wilmslow cases

2. Whistleblowing reprisal and failure
to investigate senior police officer

perjury

3. Unlawful retention and destruction
of personal laptop

4. Failure to investigate serious
police misconduct

5. Institutional pressure on academic
progression

6. Data Protection breaches and
mishandling of sensitive material

7. Public dissemination of
defamatory and falsified information




