Human Identity and the Image of God
(Genesis 1:26-27 | Psalm 139:13—-16 | Colossians 3:9—10 | 2 Corinthians 5:17 | Romans 8:29)

Opening Declaration

Every human life carries divine design. In the beginning, God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). That declaration defines the essence of
identity. Humanity was not made by accident but by intention—to mirror the nature of the
Creator and to manifest His glory on earth. The image of God is not a feature of humanity; it is

our foundation. To know who we are, we must first know Whose we are.

The Divine Imprint

From the dust of the earth, God formed humanity and breathed His own Spirit within. That
breath made us living beings—spiritual creatures wrapped in mortal form, designed to live in
communion with our Maker. Every person, regardless of nation, gender, or generation, bears
this sacred imprint. David proclaimed, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are
Your works” (Psalm 139:14). The human body, mind, and spirit together display the artistry of
heaven.

Identity, then, is not something we discover—it is something we receive. It is not determined by

emotion, culture, or circumstance, but by divine declaration. God alone defines who we are.

The War Over Image

From the beginning, the adversary’s attack has been aimed at identity. In Eden, his question—
“Did God really say?”—was more than a temptation; it was an assault on divine image and
trust. That same spirit still whispers today, seeking to detach humanity from its Creator by
distorting truth. Through shame, pride, confusion, and counterfeit ideologies, the enemy
convinces people to redefine themselves apart from God.

The deception runs deeper than rebellion; it is imitation. Humanity, created in God’s likeness,
carries the power to imagine, design, and shape reality in partnership with the Creator. The
enemy twists that holy creativity into self-invention. He persuades people that they can

manufacture a new identity through human will, technology, or emotion—an earthly



manipulation of what was meant to be a heavenly reflection. This is the core of modern
confusion over identity: the perversion of divine creativity. The devil cannot create, so he
counterfeits; he cannot birth new life, so he rebrands what already exists.

When identity is detached from divine order, chaos follows. People wander, searching for
meaning in the mirror of opinion rather than in the mirror of the Word. Yet every distortion—
whether rooted in shame, rebellion, or cultural deception—is a shadow of a deeper hunger: the
desire to belong, to be known, and to be loved. The enemy exploits that longing, turning hearts
inward when they were designed to look upward.

But Christ came to restore the image. Through His death and resurrection, He silenced the voice
of accusation and re-created humanity in Himself. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;

old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

The Restoration of True Identity

Redemption is not the improvement of the old self—it is the birth of the new. In Christ, the
fractured image is restored. We are no longer defined by sin, culture, or struggle but by sonship.
“You have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
Creator” (Colossians 3:10).

The gospel restores what shame destroyed. It declares to every soul: You are not what the world
has named you; you are who God has called you to be. The Spirit within cries out, “Abba,
Father,” affirming that our truest identity is found in relationship, not performance. To live as

image-bearers is to live from oneness—with God, with ourselves, and with one another.

The Glory of the New Creation

Those reborn in Christ are not merely forgiven—they are transformed. The “new creation” is
more than a moral concept; it is a mystical reality. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the
dead now lives within us, renewing our minds and reshaping us into His likeness. We are
destined to “be conformed to the image of His Son” (Romans 8:29).

The ekklesia exists to awaken humanity to this truth: we are not the product of evolution or
emotion but of divine intention. When we see ourselves rightly in Him, we begin to see others

rightly through Him. Identity restored births community redeemed.



Apostolic Affirmation

We, the ekklesia of Destiny Christian Church, affirm that humanity was created in the image
and likeness of God, designed for communion, creativity, and purpose. We acknowledge that
the enemy seeks to distort this image through deception and confusion, but we proclaim that
Christ restores what was lost.

We call every person to embrace their true identity in Christ—the new creation life that reflects
His glory and walks in oneness with the Father. We reject every ideology or label that
diminishes the worth of God’s design and declare that true freedom is found only in the
revelation of who we are in Him.

May the Spirit of truth awaken this generation to the beauty of divine image, that the knowledge

of His glory would cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

Destiny Christian Church
A Spirit-empowered fivefold ekklesia of oneness in Christ, revealing His Kingdom on earth as

it is in heaven.



