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12-Days Greece

Travel [tinerary

Dreaming of Greece? Get ready for an unforgettable journey through sun-drenched islands,
ancient ruins, whitewashed villages, crystal-clear waters, delicious Mediterranean cuisine,
and legendary sunsets.
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Explore Greece Your Way
(Solo or With Friends or Family)

Whether you're traveling solo, as a couple, or with friends and family, this 12-day itinerary
combines Greece's most iconic destinations with authentic local experiences. From the
ancient wonders of Athens to the breathtaking cliffs of Santorini, you'll experience the very
best of Greece.

Day 1-2: Athens

a Day L Arrival in Athens - Ancient History & Plaka Charm

e Morning
Arrive in Athens and check into accommodation near Plaka, Monastiraki, or
Syntagma Square.

e Midday & Afternoon
Start your Greek adventure by exploring the historic neighborhood of Plaka, filled
with colorful streets, local tavernas, and hidden courtyards.

Visit Monastiraki Square and browse local markets selling handcrafted souvenirs and
traditional Greek products.

e Evening:
Enjoy your first Greek dinner overlooking the illuminated Acropolis.

-> [Join Athens Street Food Tasting Tour]

* Solo Trip Tip: Food tours and walking tours are among the easiest ways to meet fellow
travelers while exploring Italy.

I Day 2 Acropolis & Ancient Athens

e Morning
Visit the legendary Acropolis of Athens early to avoid crowds and summer heat.

Explore:
e The Parthenon

e Erechtheion



https://www.getyourguide.com/rome-l33/rome-food-tour-in-trastevere-with-dinner-fine-wine-t220905/?partner_id=OZ7OR7G&currency=USD&travel_agent=1&cmp=share_to_earn
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o Temple of Athena Nike

¢ Midday & Afternoon
Discover food culture of Athens before heading to Acropolis.
-> [Join Greek Full Meal Experience]
Continue to the Acropolis Museum and learn about the history of Ancient Greece.
Later, walk through the Ancient Agora and enjoy lunch at a traditional taverna.

-> [Get Acropolis Skip-the-Line Ticket]

e Evening
Head to Lycabettus Hill for panoramic sunset views over Athens.

Day 3-5: Santorini

€’ Day 3: Ferry or Fligh’c to Santorini

e Morning
Travel to Santorini by ferry or short domestic flight.

Check into accommodation in Oia for iconic sunsets or Fira for easy transportation
and nightlife.

e Midday & Afternoon
Explore whitewashed streets, blue-domed churches, and dramatic caldera
viewpoints.

¢ Evening
Watch one of the world's most famous sunsets from Oia.

-> [Join Santorini Traditional Sightseeing Bus Tour with Oia Sunset]

e Do.y 4: Caldera Views & Island Explora’tion

e Morning
Walk part of the scenic trail connecting Fira and Oia.

¢ Midday & Afternoon
Visit:

o Red Beach

o Black Sand Beach
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o Traditional village of Pyrgos
o Relax at seaside cafés overlooking the Aegean Sea.
-> [Join Santorini Top Sights Day Trip, Wine Tasting, & Oia Sunset]

e Evening
Enjoy fresh seafood and local Assyrtiko wine at a cliffside restaurant.

‘ Do.y 5: Volecano Cruise & Hot Springs

e Morning
Take a boat excursion around the caldera.

Visit:
o Nea Kameni Volcano
o Hot Springs
o Thirassia Island
-> [Join Santorini Volcanic Islands Cruise with Hot Springs Visit]

e Midday & Afternoon

Enjoy swimming, snorkeling, or relaxing on deck while admiring volcanic landscapes.

e Evening
Experience a traditional Greek dinner with live music.

-> [Join Santorini Gold Catamaran Cruise with Snorkel, BBQ & Open Bar]

Day 6-8: Crete (Culture, Beaches &

Underwater Adventures)

L& Day 6: Arrival in Crete - Chania's Venetian Charm

e Morning
Travel to Crete by ferry or short domestic flight.

Stay in the beautiful region of Chania, known for its Venetian harbor, charming Old

Town, and excellent access to beaches and outdoor activities.

¢ Midday & Afternoon
Explore:



https://www.getyourguide.com/santorini-l753/santorini-highlights-tour-with-wine-tasting-sunset-in-oia-t400298/?partner_id=OZ7OR7G&currency=USD&travel_agent=1&cmp=share_to_earn
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WHERE
s

o Chania Old Town
o Venetian Harbor
o Lighthouse Promenade
o Local markets and artisan shops
Enjoy lunch at a waterfront taverna overlooking the harbor.

e Evening
Watch the sunset from the harbor before enjoying traditional Cretan cuisine
featuring fresh seafood, local olive oil, and regional wines.

-> [Join Crete Sunset or Morning Quad with Local Products Tasting]

™ ] Day 7: Snorl:eling Adventure & Coastal Exploration

e Morning
Experience Crete's crystal-clear waters on a guided snorkeling excursion.

Discover:
- Hidden coves

- Sea caves

Rocky reefs

Colorful Mediterranean marine life

Popular snorkeling areas around Chania offer excellent visibility and calm waters,
making them ideal for beginners and families.

-> [Join Chania Snorkeling Cruise]

e Midday & Afternoon
Relax at some of Crete's most beautiful beaches:

- Balos Lagoon
- Falassarna Beach
- Marathi Beach

Alternatively, Day Trip to Agios Nikolaos and Spinalonga Island.
-> [Join Day Trip to Agios Nikolaos]

e Evening
Stroll through Chania's harbor district and enjoy dinner at a local seaside restaurant.
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£ Day 8: Discover Scuba Diving & Traditional Villages

Morning

Try your first scuba diving experience with a certified instructor.

o

@)

No previous experience is required.
A typical beginner program includes:
Basic diving instruction

Equipment introduction

Safety briefing

Guided underwater dive in shallow waters

Explore underwater rock formations, reefs, and marine life while experiencing one of

the Mediterranean's best diving destinations.

-> [Join Discover Scuba Diving Lesson (Beginner Friendly)]

Midday & Afternoon
After your dive, explore Crete's traditional inland villages.

Visit:

o

o

o

Vamos
Archanes

Apokoronas region villages

Sample:

o

o

Local cheeses
Honey
Olive ol

Raki (traditional Cretan spirit)

Evening

Celebrate your final island evening with a traditional Cretan dinner accompanied by

live music and local hospitality.
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Day 9.12: Mainland Greece

™ ] Day 9: Nafplio, Epi&aurus & Myceno.e

e Morning
Return to Athens from Crete and pick up a rental car (or join a guided tour) for your
Peloponnese adventure.

Travel across the famous Corinth Canal into the Peloponnese region
-> [Rent a car]

e Midday & Afternoon
Visit the remarkable Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus, renowned for its exceptional
acoustics and considered one of the best-preserved ancient theaters in the world.

Continue to Mycenae, one of the most important centers of ancient Greek
civilization.
Explore:

- Lion Gate

- Royal Tombs

- Ancient Citadel

e Evening
Arrive in the beautiful seaside town of Nafplio.

Wander through:
- Venetian streets
- Waterfront promenade
- Syntagma Square
- Charming cafés and boutiques
- Stay overnight in Nafplio.

-> [If you want to join Mycenae, Epidaurus and Nafplio Tour from Athens]



https://discovercars.tpk.lv/fCWiuhfF
https://www.getyourguide.com/athens-l91/mycenae-epidaurus-and-nafplio-tour-from-athens-t447011/?partner_id=OZ7OR7G&currency=USD&travel_agent=1&cmp=share_to_earn
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7‘ DG.Y ].O COG.S'I:G.]. Peloponnese & Monemvasia

Morning
Depart Nafplio and enjoy a scenic drive through olive groves, vineyards, and coastal
villages.

Midday & Afternoon

Arrive at the stunning medieval fortress town of Monemvasia.

Often called the "Gibraltar of Greece," Monemvasia is one of the country's most
magical destinations.

Explore:
¢ Stone alleyways

e Byzantine churches
e Fortress walls

e Historic mansions
e Hidden courtyards

Evening
Watch sunset over the Aegean Sea from the castle walls.

Enjoy dinner at a traditional taverna inside the medieval town.

Stay overnight in Monemvasia.

bt Do.y 11: Coastal Peloponnese & Monemvasia

Morning
Begin the scenic drive north toward central Greece.

Alternatively, return to Athens and take a train to Meteora if you prefer not to drive
long distances.

Midday & Afternoon
Arrive in Meteora, one of the most extraordinary landscapes in Europe.

Towering sandstone pillars rise dramatically above the plains, topped by centuries-
old monasteries.

Evening
Visit panoramic viewpoints for sunset photography.

The golden light on the monasteries and rock formations creates one of the most
unforgettable scenes in Greece.
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Stay overnight in Kalambaka or Kastraki.

h Do.y 12: Meteora Monasteries & Depar’ture

e Morning
Explore Meteora's famous monasteries.

Visit several of the most accessible monasteries, such as:
o Great Meteoron Monastery
o Varlaam Monastery
o Roussanou Monastery

Learn about the fascinating history of the monks who built these structures atop
towering cliffs centuries ago.
-> [Join Meteora Morning Half Day Sightseeing and Monasteries Tour]

¢ Midday & Afternoon

Enjoy a traditional lunch in the village of Kastraki with spectacular views of the rock
formations.
Return to Athens (approximately 4-5 hours by train or car) for your departure flight.

Evening

Depart Greece with unforgettable memories.

Greece is Waiting for Youl

Greece effortlessly combines ancient history, island beauty, incredible cuisine, warm
hospitality, and some of Europe's most stunning landscapes.

This 10-day itinerary gives first-time visitors the perfect balance of:

- Ancient wonders

- lIsland hopping

- Beaches & relaxation
- Greek food & wine

- Authentic village life
- Scenic ferry journeys



https://www.getyourguide.com/kalabaka-l117/meteora-morning-minibus-sightseeing-tour-t226612/?partner_id=OZ7OR7G&currency=USD&travel_agent=1&cmp=share_to_earn
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Smart Travel Tips for Greece

% Socializing made easy

Traveling solo or hoping to meet other travelers? Join small-group food tours, wine tastings,
cooking classes, or walking tours. They're a fun and natural way to experience local culture
while making new friends.

- [Join activities & tours]

& Getting around efficien’cly
Greece's ferry network makes island hopping simple and scenic.
Popular routes:
e Athens - Santorini
e Santorini - Naxos
e Naxos -> Athens

Book ferry tickets early during summer months.

Staying connected

An eSIM or local SIM card makes navigating maps, translating menus, booking tickets, and
staying in touch much easier throughout your trip.

- [Get Greece eSIM]

é What to po.cl:

Bring:
e Comfortable walking shoes
¢ Light clothing
e Swimsuit

e Sunglasses



https://www.getyourguide.com/?partner_id=OZ7OR7G&cmp=share_to_earn
https://yesim.tpk.lv/CdhaTEK9
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e Sunscreen
e Light jacket for ferry evenings
e Portable power bank

The Greek islands involve plenty of walking on cobblestone streets and hills, so comfortable
footwear is essential.

- [Check the Essential Travel Packing List]

Plan & Book Your Trip

To make planning easier, here are the platforms most travelers use to book everything in one
place:

e ¢ Find the best flight deals and routes

- [Book your flights]

e 7 Compare hotels, hostels, and social stays
- [Book your accommodation]

e @B Lockin top tours and experiences (walking guide tours, food tours, day trips)
- [Browse activities & tours]

o #® Exploring places more comfortably? Renting a car gives you the most flexibility

- [Rent a car]

- Written by Guess Where It Is



https://guesswhereitisofficial.com/top-essential-items-for-travelers
https://trip.tp.st/f1QiO1ND
https://expedia.tpk.lv/Xytlppv8
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