
Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 1 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

The first chapter of the Gospel of John presents Jesus as the 
eternal Word of God, the Word who was with God and who was 
God from the beginning. This chapter reveals that Jesus is the 
Creator of all things, the source of life and light for humanity. He 
became flesh and dwelt among us, bringing grace and truth. John 
also highlights the testimony of John the Baptist about Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, and introduces us to the first disciples who begin to 
follow Jesus, recognizing him as the promised Messiah.

John 1:1“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.”

Explanation: John begins the gospel with a powerful statement. He 
uses the word "Word" (or "Word", from the Greek logos) to 
describe Jesus Christ. Jesus is the revelation of God, He is the Word 
of God incarnate. The verse tells us that Jesus existed from the 
beginning, before creation, and that He was with God, but at the 
same time He was God. This reveals the divine and eternal nature 
of Jesus.

Reflection: Jesus is not just a created being; He is God. He has 
been with the Father from the beginning, and His divine essence 
is central to our faith.

John 1:2“He was in the beginning with God.”

Explanation: This verse reinforces what was said in the previous verse. 
Jesus was present at the beginning of everything, at the beginning of 
creation, in perfect union with God the Father. This shows the eternity 
of Jesus and his active participation in the divine plan from the 
beginning.
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Reflection: Jesus did not come into existence with his birth in 
Bethlehem; he has always existed. This reminds us of his divinity 
and his involvement in all of human history.

John 1:3“All things were made through him, and without him 
nothing was made that was made.”

Explanation: This verse highlights that Jesus, the Word, was the 
agent of creation. Everything that exists was created by Him. This 
includes the material world and everything in it. Without Jesus, 
nothing we see or know would have been created.

Reflection: Creation is the work of Christ, which leads us to 
recognize his power and authority over all things. He is the source 
of all life and existence.

John 1:4“In him was life, and the life was the light of men.”

Explanation: Jesus is not only the Creator, but also the source of 
life. Here, “life” refers to both physical and spiritual life. Jesus is the 
one who gives meaning and purpose to human existence. He is 
also the “light” that guides people through the darkness of sin and 
ignorance.

Reflection: Jesus is our light in the midst of darkness. His life 
enlightens us and leads us to the right path.

John 1:5“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.”

Explanation: The light of Jesus shines in the darkness of the world. 
Here, "darkness" symbolizes sin, ignorance, and evil. Although the 
darkness tries to resist the light, it cannot overcome it. The light of 
Christ is stronger than any opposition.
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Reflection: No matter how dark the world seems, the light of Christ 
always prevails. He brings hope and truth where there is confusion 
and despair.

John 1:6“There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John.”

Explanation: This verse refers to John the Baptist, who was sent by 
God with a special mission. John was not the Messiah, but he came 
as a messenger to prepare the way for Jesus. He was the 
forerunner, the one who announced the coming of the Savior.

Reflection: John the Baptist teaches us about humility and 
service. He knew his role was to point to Christ, not to himself.

John 1:7“He came as a witness to testify about that light, so that 
through him all might believe.”

Explanation: John the Baptist’s mission was to bear witness to 
Jesus, who is the true light. John came to call people to 
repentance and to lead them to believe in Jesus as the Savior. His 
testimony was essential so that others could see and recognize 
Jesus.

Reflection: Like John, we are called to be witnesses of the light of 
Christ. Our lives should point to Him and help others to believe.

John 1:8“He was not the light, but came to testify about the light.”

Explanation: John makes it clear that he was not the light, that is, he 
was not the Messiah. His mission was to guide people to Jesus,
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which is the true light. John knew his place in God's plan and did 
not try to usurp Jesus' position.

Reflection: We must always remember that Jesus is the central 
focus of our faith. Our role is to point others to Him, 
recognizing our dependence on the true light.

John 1:9“There was the true light, which enlightens every man, 
coming into the world.”

Explanation: This verse refers to Jesus as the "true light." He 
came into the world to enlighten all men, offering truth and 
salvation to all people. Jesus' light is available to everyone, 
regardless of their background or condition.

Reflection: Jesus is the light that illuminates everyone, without 
exception. This reminds us of his grace and universal love, available 
to all who accept him.

John 1:10“He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and 
the world did not know him.”

Explanation: Jesus, the Creator of the world, came into the world as a 
man, but the world did not recognize Him. Even though He was 
responsible for creating everything, many did not accept Him as the 
Messiah. This shows the spiritual blindness and rejection that Jesus 
faced.

Reflection: Many times, people do not recognize the presence of 
God in their lives. We must be careful not to reject the Savior 
himself who came to give us life and light.

John 1:11
“He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.”
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Explanation: This verse refers to the fact that Jesus came to His 
own people, the Jews, God’s chosen people. However, many of 
them did not accept Him as the Messiah, rejecting His message 
and ministry. Even though He was the promised Savior, pride, 
tradition, and spiritual blindness prevented many from 
recognizing Him.

Reflection: Sometimes we can be so caught up in our own ideas 
and traditions that we fail to recognize when God is working in 
our lives. We need to be open to hearing and accepting the truth 
He reveals to us.

John 1:12
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name.”

Explanation: Although many rejected Jesus, those who accepted 
him received an extraordinary gift: the power to become children 
of God. This is possible through faith in Jesus. When we believe in 
Jesus and his name, we are adopted into God’s family, receiving a 
new identity.

Reflection: Being a child of God is an incomparable privilege. 
Through faith in Jesus, we have access to this new life and are 
adopted into the divine family, with all the rights and blessings that 
this implies.

John 1:13
“Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.”

Explanation: This verse emphasizes that becoming a child of God is 
not something that happens by natural birth or by some human 
effort. It is not a matter of heredity or human will, but rather a 
supernatural work of God.
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This new birth, or "spiritual birth," is given by God to all who 
believe in Jesus.

Reflection: Our sonship to God does not depend on lineage or 
merit, but is a gift of grace. This reminds us that it is God who calls 
us and transforms us into his children.

John 1:14
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”

Explanation: Here is one of the most profound statements in the 
Gospel of John. The “Word” (Jesus) became flesh, that is, He 
became a human being and lived among us. This refers to the 
incarnation of Christ, when He left His heavenly glory to become 
a man. John testifies that they saw the glory of Jesus, which 
reflected the glory of the Father, full of grace (unmerited favor) 
and truth (fullness of divine truth).

Reflection: Jesus, God incarnate, came to reveal the Father to us. 
His presence among us shows God’s love and grace in action, 
bringing redemption and truth.

John 1:15
“John bore witness of him and cried out, ‘This is he of whom I 
said, “He who comes after me has the precedence, because he 
was before me.”’”

Explanation: John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, testified 
about Him, declaring that Jesus was superior to him, even though 
he began his ministry after John. This is because Jesus existed 
before John, in his divine eternity. John the Baptist recognizes that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah and points everyone to Him.
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Reflection: John the Baptist is an example of humility and 
devotion. He knew that his role was to point to Christ, 
recognizing His greatness. We must also put Jesus first in our 
lives and lead others to Him.

John 1:16
“For of his fullness have we all received, and grace upon grace.”

Explanation: The expression "grace upon grace" means that God 
gives us an abundance of blessings, a continuous grace. Jesus 
came into the world to offer us unlimited grace, granting us 
constant spiritual blessings and a renewed communion with God.

Reflection: God’s grace in our lives is infinite. Even when we think 
we have received so much, He continues to pour out blessings on 
us, day after day. His grace is always sufficient to sustain us.

John 1:17
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.”

Explanation: Moses brought the law, which revealed God’s 
standard of righteousness and showed what is right and wrong. 
However, the law alone could not save. Jesus Christ brought grace 
and truth. Through Him, God’s righteousness was fulfilled, and 
grace was extended to all who believe. He revealed God’s truth 
and offered salvation.

Reflection: While the law showed us the way, it was through Jesus 
that we received the gift of grace. In Jesus, we find forgiveness, full 
truth, and salvation that the law could not provide.
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John 1:18
“No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has declared Him.”

Explanation: This verse states that no one, in their humanity, has 
seen God in His full essence. However, Jesus, the only begotten 
Son of God, came to reveal the Father. He is the only one who is 
in intimate communion with God, and through Him we can truly 
know who God is.

Reflection: Jesus is the perfect revelation of God. If we want to 
know God, we must look to Jesus, who showed us the character, 
will, and love of the Father.

John 1:19
“And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’”

Explanation: The religious leaders sent priests and Levites to ask 
John the Baptist who he was, because his preaching and baptisms 
were attracting so much attention. They wanted to know if John 
claimed to be the Messiah, Elijah, or some other important 
prophet.

Reflection: Even when we are questioned or questioned, it is 
important to remain firm in our identity in Christ. John knew that 
his mission was to point to Jesus.

John 1:20
“He confessed and did not deny; he confessed: I am not the Christ.”

Explanation: John the Baptist immediately made it clear that he 
was not the Christ (the Messiah). He did not attempt to usurp 
Jesus' place or claim any title. John was faithful in his role as the 
forerunner, the one preparing the way for the Savior.
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Reflection: We must always remember that our role is to point 
people to Jesus, without seeking glory for ourselves. John is an 
example of humility and service.

John 1:21
“Then they asked him, ‘Who then are you? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I 
am not.’ Are you the Prophet?’ He said, ‘No.’”

Explanation: The religious leaders continued to question John, 
asking if he was Elijah (an expected prophet who many believed 
would return) or the promised prophet of Deuteronomy 18:15. 
John denied being either, stating clearly that he was only the 
messenger.

Reflection: John had a clear vision of his identity and mission. Like 
him, we must know our calling and focus on fulfilling God’s will, 
without trying to be something we are not.

John 1:22
“They said to him, ‘Who are you? That we may give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’”

Explanation: After John denied being the Christ, Elijah, or the 
Prophet, the priests and Levites sent by the religious leaders 
insisted on knowing who he was. They needed a clear answer to 
give to those who had sent them. The pressure on John increased 
as they wanted to understand the role he played.

Reflection: Often, people around us pressure us to define who we 
are and what we do. Like John, it is important to know who we are 
in Christ and to be faithful to our mission, without being 
influenced by human expectations.
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John 1:23
“He said: I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah.”

Explanation: John responded by quoting the prophet Isaiah 
(Isaiah 40:3), saying that he was “the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness,” that is, the messenger who prepared the way for the 
Lord. He acknowledged his role as the forerunner of Jesus, the 
one who called people to repentance in order to prepare their 
hearts for the coming of the Messiah.

Reflection: John teaches us to humbly embrace the role God has 
given us, without seeking glory for ourselves. He knew that his 
mission was to point to Jesus and prepare the way for Him. In our 
lives, we are also called to prepare the way for others to encounter 
Jesus.

John 1:24
“And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.”

Explanation: This verse gives us more information about those 
who were questioning John. They were Pharisees, a group of Jews 
who strictly followed the Law of Moses and their traditions. The 
Pharisees often clashed with John, and later with Jesus, because of 
their legalistic views and lack of understanding of the true nature 
of the Messiah.

Reflection: The Pharisees represent those who are often more 
concerned with outward religiosity than with inner 
transformation. We need to be careful not to allow traditions and 
rules to prevent us from seeing and experiencing God’s work in 
our lives.

John 1:25
“They asked him and said to him, “Why then do you baptize if you are 
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
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Explanation: The Pharisees were confused about John's authority 
to baptize, since he did not claim to be the Christ, Elijah, or the 
Prophet. To them, baptism was tied to prophetic or messianic 
authority, and they did not understand why John was baptizing if 
he did not fit into those roles.

Reflection: People often question our authority or legitimacy to do 
what God has called us to do. John remained faithful to his calling, 
regardless of the questions and doubts raised by those who did 
not understand his mission. So too, we must follow in obedience to 
what God entrusts to us, even when others do not understand.

John 1:26
“John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there 
standeth one among you whom ye know not.”

Explanation: John explained that his baptism was only with water, 
a symbol of repentance. He then revealed something important: 
the Messiah, the one who really mattered, was already among 
them, but they did not yet recognize him. Jesus was already 
present, but the people did not yet know him as the Savior.

Reflection: Many times, God is working around us, but we are blind 
to his presence. We need to be attentive and sensitive to what God 
is doing in our lives and to the presence of Jesus, even when we do 
not immediately recognize him.

John 1:27
“This is he who comes after me, who is preferred before me, the 
latchet of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”

Explanation: John the Baptist humbly declared that Jesus, who 
would come after him in terms of public ministry,
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indeed, he was superior to him in every way. He expressed 
his unworthiness in comparison with Christ by stating that 
he was not even worthy to untie Jesus' sandals, a task 
reserved for servants.

Reflection: John the Baptist teaches us a powerful lesson about 
humility. Even though he was a great prophet, he recognized his 
inferiority before Jesus. We must always remember to put Christ 
first in our lives and live with the humility of recognizing that we 
are servants of a great Lord.

John 1:28
“These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.”

Explanation: This verse provides a geographical context, 
mentioning that these conversations and John’s baptisms took 
place in Bethany, a town across the Jordan River. It was a place 
where John carried out his baptismal ministry and where many 
came to hear his message of repentance.

Reflection: Seemingly ordinary places can become places of 
great spiritual significance when God is at work there. Bethany, a 
simple place, became a place where many lives were 
transformed by John’s message and the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry.

John 1:29
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”

Explanation: This is one of the most important moments in John 
the Baptist's testimony. When he saw Jesus approaching, he 
proclaimed that Jesus was "the Lamb of God," the one who would 
sacrifice his life to take away the sin of the world. This is a 
reference to the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made.
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would do on the cross, fulfilling the role of sacrificial lamb that 
atones for sins.

Reflection: Jesus is the Lamb of God, the one who willingly gave his 
life to save us from sin. His death on the cross was the perfect 
sacrifice, and because of Him, we can have forgiveness and eternal 
life. This statement by John the Baptist reminds us of the centrality 
of Christ’s sacrifice to our faith.

John 1:30
“This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is 
preferred before me: for he was before me.”

Explanation: John repeated that Jesus, although He began His 
ministry after John, was superior and pre-existent. He stated that 
Jesus existed before him, referring to the eternal nature of Christ. 
Even though Jesus was physically born after John, He always 
existed as the Son of God.

Reflection: Jesus is not just a man; He is eternal God. This 
understanding of who Jesus really is leads us to worship and 
reverence the greatness and majesty of the Son of God.

John 1:31
“I did not know him, but that he might be revealed to Israel, 
therefore I came baptizing with water.”

Explanation: John the Baptist admitted that he did not know Jesus 
in His fullness as the Messiah until the appropriate time. The 
purpose of his baptism was to prepare the way for Jesus to be 
revealed to Israel. The baptism of repentance helped prepare 
people’s hearts to recognize the Messiah.

Reflection: God uses his servants to prepare the way for great 
revelations. Just as John prepared the way
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for Jesus, we too can be used to help prepare people's hearts to 
encounter Christ.

John 1:32
“And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.”

Explanation: John witnessed the moment of Jesus' baptism, when 
the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. This 
was a divine confirmation that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of 
God, anointed by the Spirit for his mission.

Reflection: John’s testimony reminds us that God confirms His 
presence and His calling. When we are in tune with the Holy Spirit, 
we can see and witness the signs of God’s presence and power in 
our lives.

John 1:33
“I did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘Upon whomever you see the Spirit descending and 
remaining on him, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’”

Explanation: John the Baptist claims that although he did not know 
Jesus intimately as the Messiah at first, God had revealed to him a 
clear sign: the Holy Spirit would descend and rest upon the chosen 
one. This would be the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit, 
showing that Jesus was the one whom God had anointed for a 
greater mission than that of John.

Reflection: God gives us clear signs when we are in tune with 
His plan. When we are obedient to what He has called us to do, 
He reveals His purposes in a deeper and more personal way.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 1:34
“And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

Explanation: John the Baptist testifies that he has seen the 
fulfillment of God's sign and can now affirm with certainty that 
Jesus is the Son of God. This is one of the first public testimonies of 
the deity of Christ, showing that Jesus was not just a teacher or 
prophet, but the very Son of God sent into the world.

Reflection: John’s testimony challenges us to also proclaim 
who Jesus is to ourselves and to the world. As we experience 
the reality of Christ, we are called to share that truth with 
others.

John 1:35
“The next day John was there again, and two of his 
disciples;”

Explanation: The next day, John the Baptist continued his ministry 
and was with two of his disciples. John was not only a preacher, 
but also a mentor to those who wanted to follow God more 
closely. His constant presence shows his dedication to his calling.

Reflection: Discipleship is a fundamental part of our calling as 
Christians. Just as John invested in his disciples, we must invest in 
others, helping them grow in faith and follow Jesus.

John 1:36
“And when he saw Jesus passing by, he said, Behold the Lamb of God.”

Explanation: When John the Baptist sees Jesus passing by, he again 
points to Him and identifies Him as "the Lamb of God." This repetition 
highlights the importance of recognizing Jesus as the perfect sacrifice 
who takes away the sins of the world.
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sins of the world, connecting his ministry with the 
redemption that Jesus would bring.

Reflection: We need to be, like John, those who constantly point 
people to Jesus, reminding them that He is the only one who can 
save and transform lives. Our mission is to always point others to 
the Savior.

John 1:37
“And the two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus.”

Explanation: After hearing John declare that Jesus was the Lamb of 
God, John’s two disciples decided to follow Jesus. This marks an 
important transition as John’s disciples begin to recognize that 
they should follow Jesus, the Messiah, rather than remain with 
John.

Reflection: There are times when we must redirect our focus to 
what is most important—following Jesus. Even if we have teachers 
and mentors, they should all guide us to follow Christ, the true 
leader and teacher.

John 1:38
“And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, What seek 
ye? And they said unto him, Rabbi (which being interpreted is Teacher), 
where dwellest thou?”

Explanation: When Jesus realized that the two disciples were 
following Him, He asked them a direct question: “What are you 
seeking?” This question reveals Jesus’ interest in understanding 
the heart’s desires of those who follow Him. In response, the 
disciples expressed their desire to know more about Him by 
asking where He was living.
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Reflection: Jesus invites us to reflect on what we are really 
seeking when we approach Him. We need to have a sincere 
desire to know Him more deeply and discover where He “dwells” 
in our lives.

John 1:39
“He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ So they went and saw where he was staying, 
and they stayed with him that day; and it was about the tenth hour.”

Explanation: Jesus responds to the disciples’ desire to know Him 
with a simple invitation: “Come and see.” They accept the invitation, 
spend the day with Him, and in doing so, begin to experience the 
intimacy of a relationship with Jesus. The “tenth hour” indicates 
that it was late in the afternoon, probably around 4 p.m.

Reflection: Jesus always invites us to come closer and experience 
His presence. He wants us to spend time with Him, getting to 
know Him personally. When we accept His invitation, our lives 
are transformed by His company.

John 1:40
“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who 
heard John speak and followed him.”

Explanation: One of the two disciples who followed Jesus was 
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. This is significant because 
Andrew would later become one of the apostles and play an 
important role in Jesus’ ministry. He was one of the first to follow 
Christ and recognize his importance.

Reflection: Like Andrew, when we hear Jesus’ call, we are called to 
follow Him without hesitation. Our decision to follow Christ can 
impact not only our lives, but also the lives of those around us.
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John 1:41
“He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah,’ which means, ‘the Christ.’”

Explanation: Andrew, full of excitement after spending the day 
with Jesus, immediately goes to his brother Simon Peter and 
shares the most important news he could: they had found the 
Messiah. This shows the life-changing impact Jesus had on Andrew, 
who could not contain his joy in telling others.

Reflection: When we encounter Jesus, our natural desire should be 
to share this discovery with the people we love. The joy of meeting 
the Messiah should drive us to share this good news.

John 1:42
“And he brought him to Jesus. And Jesus looking at him said, Thou art Simon 
the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas, which is translated Peter.

Explanation: When Andrew brings his brother Simon to Jesus, 
Jesus immediately gives him a new name: Peter (Cephas in 
Aramaic). This name means “rock” and symbolizes the role that 
Peter would play in the future as one of the main figures in 
building the Church of Christ.

Reflection: Jesus sees beyond who we are today and calls us to 
our future potential. He gives us a new identity and transforms us 
to be instruments in His hands.

John 1:43
"The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. When he found 
Philip, he said to him, "Follow me."
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Explanation: Jesus, when deciding to go to Galilee, meets Philip 
and invites him to follow him with a simple but powerful call: 
"Follow me." This invitation is direct and personal, highlighting 
Jesus' style of calling his disciples. He sees Philip's potential and 
calls him to join his mission.

Reflection: Jesus’ call is personal and always direct. He invites us to 
follow Him regardless of who we are or where we are, and He 
challenges us to trust Him and follow Him in faith.

John 1:44
"Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the city of Bethsaida."

Explanation: This verse tells us that Philip was from the same 
town as Andrew and Peter, Bethsaida. This suggests that there 
was a connection between them, which may have helped 
facilitate Philip’s call to follow Jesus. Bethsaida was a small 
fishing village in the Galilee region.

Reflection: God often uses our connections and relationships to 
bring us closer to Jesus. Sometimes those we know can be the 
ones who help us see and follow the way of Christ.

John 1:45
"Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one 
Moses wrote about in the Law and the prophets wrote about—
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."

Explanation: Philip, excited to find Jesus, quickly shares the news 
with Nathanael. He tells Nathanael that they have found the 
Messiah, the one Moses and the prophets spoke of, identifying 
Jesus as being from Nazareth and the son of Joseph. Philip 
recognizes Jesus as the fulfillment of Scripture.
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Reflection: When we experience the truth of Christ, our desire 
should be to share that discovery with others. Like Philip, we can 
be those who introduce Jesus to our friends and family.

John 1:46
"Nathaniel asked him, 'Nazareth? Can anything good come from there?' 
Philip said to him, 'Come and see.'"

Explanation: Nathanael expresses skepticism about Jesus because 
of his background in Nazareth, a town that was not well-regarded. 
He questions whether anything good could come from there. 
Philip does not try to argue, but simply invites Nathanael to "come 
and see" for himself. This shows Philip's wisdom in letting his 
experience with Jesus speak louder.

Reflection: When people have doubts or skepticism about Jesus, 
often the best response is not to debate, but to invite them to 
personally experience the truth and love of Christ.

John 1:47
"When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said, 'Here is 
an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit.'"

Explanation: When Nathanael approaches, Jesus makes a 
statement about his character, saying that he is a true Israelite, 
without falsehood. This surprises Nathanael, because Jesus shows 
that He knows him deeply, even before a direct interaction.

Reflection: Jesus knows us fully, not just by our outward 
appearances, but also by our hearts and characters. He sees who 
we really are, even when others cannot see it.
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John 1:48
"Nathanael asked him, 'How do you know me? ' Jesus 
answered, 'I saw you when you were still under the fig 
tree, before Philip called you.'"

Explanation: Nathanael, intrigued, asks how Jesus knew him. 
Jesus responds by saying that He saw him under the fig tree, 
even before Philip called Him. This demonstrates Jesus’ 
omniscience—He knows our lives and situations even before we 
meet Him.

Reflection: Jesus sees us and knows us at all times, even before 
we come to Him. This gives us the assurance that He is always 
present in our lives, aware of our struggles and our hearts.

John 1:49
"Then Nathanael declared, 'Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 
King of Israel.'"

Explanation: After hearing Jesus' answer, Nathanael recognizes his 
divinity and declares him to be the Son of God and the King of 
Israel. The experience of being known by Jesus transforms his 
skepticism into faith.

Reflection: When we experience the deep knowledge and power of 
Jesus in our lives, our natural response is worship and recognition 
of who He really is. Nathanael shows us that encountering Christ 
transforms our worldview.

John 1:50
"Jesus said, You believe because I told you I saw you under the 
fig tree. You will see greater things than these."

Explanation: Jesus acknowledges Nathanael's faith, but promises 
that he will see even more than this simple sign. Jesus points to 
greater miracles and revelations to come,
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showing that God's knowledge would be much deeper than 
Nathanael could imagine at that moment.

Reflection: Our faith is just the beginning of a journey with Jesus. 
As we walk with Him, He will show us even greater and deeper 
things about who He is and His Kingdom.

John 1:51
"And he said to them, 'Truly I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.'"

Explanation: Jesus concludes with a powerful promise, referring 
to a future vision in which the heavens will be opened and angels 
will ascend and descend upon Him, the Son of Man. This points to 
His glory and the full revelation of His identity as the mediator 
between God and humanity.

Reflection: Jesus reveals to us that He is the connecting point 
between heaven and earth. In Him, we experience the presence of 
God directly, and through Him, the heavens open up to us. This 
reminds us of the greatness of who He is and the privilege of being 
in His presence.

Final Reflection on John 1

The first chapter of the Gospel of John introduces us to Jesus’ 
identity as the eternal Word of God, the one who was with God and 
was God from the beginning. He is the Creator of all things and the 
source of life and light for humanity. We see how, despite his 
greatness, he became flesh and dwelt among us, revealing God’s 
grace and truth in a way the world had never seen before.
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This chapter also highlights the personal calling that Jesus makes 
to each of his disciples. Philip, Nathanael, and the other disciples 
are examples of how Jesus meets us where we are and invites us 
to follow him. Nathanael, in particular, teaches us how skepticism 
can be transformed into faith through a personal encounter with 
Christ. Even before we approach Jesus, He already knows us.

deeply and calls us to something greater.

As the chapter ends, we are reminded that our journey with Jesus 
is one of growth and revelation. What begins with small steps of 
faith, as in the case of Nathanael, develops into deeper and more 
transformative experiences as we grow closer to Jesus and know 
more of His glory. Thus, this chapter invites us to trust Jesus and 
follow in His footsteps, knowing that with Him we will see “greater 
things” as we grow in faith and understanding of His divine 
identity.

In short, John 1 calls us to recognize who Jesus really is: the living 
Word of God, the Son of God, and the Savior who knows us 
intimately and invites us into a life of revelation and 
transformation. May we, like the first disciples, follow the voice of 
Jesus and witness the transforming power of His presence in our 
lives.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 2 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

Chapter 2 of the Gospel of John begins with the account of Jesus’ 
first miracle at the wedding feast in Cana, where He turns water 
into wine, demonstrating His divine power and revealing His glory. 
This miracle not only leads His disciples to believe in Him, but also 
symbolizes the abundance of God’s grace. The chapter continues 
with the cleansing of the temple, where Jesus drives out the 
merchants, demonstrating His authority and desire to restore true 
worship. These events help us better understand Jesus’ mission 
and the meaning of authentic, transformative faith.

John 2:1–“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.”

Explanation: The "third day" may refer to the third day from the 
beginning of the previous narrative. Cana was a small village, and 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was present at the wedding, probably 
as an important guest, since she is directly involved in the 
organization of the feast.

Reflection: Mary is presented here as an active participant in the 
story, showing her care for the people around her. This reminds us 
of the importance of being present and attentive to the needs of 
others.

John 2:2–“Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to 
the wedding.”

Explanation: Jesus and his disciples were present at the feast. 
This shows that Jesus participated in social events and
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involved himself in people's ordinary lives, revealing his 
humanity and closeness to everyday life.

Reflection: Jesus valued relationships and social moments. This 
teaches us that we can experience God’s presence in our daily 
lives, including on joyful occasions like a wedding party.

John 2:3–“When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They 
have no more wine.'"

Explanation: Wine was an essential part of Jewish celebrations, and 
running out of wine would be a great shame for the bride and 
groom. Mary, seeing the need, turns to Jesus, asking for his 
intervention.

Reflection: Mary demonstrated confidence in the power of Jesus. In 
the same way, we can take our concerns to Jesus, knowing that He 
can act in the most difficult situations.

John 2:4–“Jesus replied, 'Woman, what do we have in common? 
My hour has not yet come.'"

Explanation: Jesus' response seems a bit abrupt, but "woman" 
here is not disrespectful; it is a common way of addressing 
women in that era. When Jesus says that his hour "has not yet 
come," he is referring to the time when his glory will be fully 
revealed, especially on the cross.

Reflection: Even though Jesus has a greater plan, He still 
responds to Mary's request, showing that even while waiting 
for the right moment for certain actions, He still acts with 
compassion.
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John 2:5–“His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells 
you.'"

Explanation: Mary, even after Jesus' answer, has faith that He 
will do something. She instructs the servants to follow Jesus' 
instructions, trusting that He will bring a solution.

Reflection: Mary is an example of active faith. Even without 
knowing how Jesus would act, she was ready to obey. We must 
have this attitude of trust and readiness to follow what Jesus 
teaches us.

John 2:6–“Nearby were six stone jars, the kind used by Jews for 
ceremonial washing, each holding between eighty and one 
hundred and twenty liters.”

Explanation: The stone jars were large and used for ritual 
purification by the Jews. They symbolized external purification, 
but now Jesus would use them for something even more 
significant—a miracle that would point to his mission to 
transform lives.

Reflection: Jesus uses the ordinary to do the extraordinary. He 
takes something that was used for rituals and transforms it into a 
sign of His glory. Thus, Jesus transforms simple and everyday 
things into something great in our lives.

John 2:7–“Jesus said to the servants, 'Fill the jars with water.' 
And they filled them to the brim.”

Explanation: Jesus instructs the servants to fill the jars with 
water, a simple but essential step for the miracle. The servants 
obey, filling the jars to the brim.

Reflection: Sometimes Jesus asks us for simple things, and our 
obedience prepares the ground for Him to do incredible things 
in our lives.
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John 2:8–“Then he said to them, 'Now take some to the one 
in charge of the feast.' And they did so.”

Explanation: Jesus asks the servants to take some of the water to the 
one in charge of the feast, the one responsible for overseeing the 
event. He does not say that the water turned into wine, but the 
servants' faith leads them to obey.

Reflection: Even if we don’t fully understand what Jesus is doing, 
we must act in faith, trusting that He is in control and that His 
transforming power is at work.

John 2:9–“And the man in charge of the feast tasted the water that 
had been turned into wine, not knowing where it came from, though 
the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 
bridegroom.”

Explanation: The person in charge tastes the water that has been 
transformed into wine, without knowing how the miracle happened. Only 
the servants and Jesus knew the origin of the wine, but the miracle 
benefited the entire party.

Reflection: God often works miracles in our lives in ways that are 
not always evident to others, but the impact is profound and 
blesses many people.

John 2:10–“And he said, 'Everyone serves the best wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have had too much to 
drink; but you have saved the best until now.'"

Explanation: The steward expresses surprise that the wine served 
last was of superior quality. Normally, the best wine was served 
first, but Jesus reverses this order, showing that He always offers 
the best.
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Reflection: This miracle is a symbol of the new and better 
covenant that Jesus brings. He transforms the ordinary into 
something excellent, and His work in our lives is always deeper 
and better than we expect.

John 2:11–“This was the first sign Jesus performed in Cana of 
Galilee, revealing his glory, and his disciples believed in him.”

Explanation: The miracle of turning water into wine at Cana is the 
first "sign" that Jesus performs. The word "sign" here is important 
because it indicates that this miracle is not just an act of power, 
but points to the glory of Jesus as the Son of God. It reveals who 
He really is, and as a result, the disciples believe more deeply in 
Him.

Reflection: Jesus does not perform miracles just to impress, but to 
reveal his divine nature. When we witness or experience God’s 
action, our faith should grow and bring us closer to Him.

John 2:12–“After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother 
and brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.”

Explanation: After the miracle, Jesus, his family, and his disciples 
went to Capernaum, a city on the shores of the Sea of   Galilee, 
where they stayed for a short time. This brief stay marks the 
beginning of his public ministry.

Reflection: Jesus was always close to those around him, 
including his family and his disciples. This reminds us of the 
importance of family and community relationships, especially as 
we serve God.
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John 2:13–“When the Jewish Passover was approaching, Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem.”

Explanation: Passover was one of the most important festivals on 
the Jewish calendar, and all devout Jews, including Jesus, went to 
Jerusalem to celebrate it. This verse also indicates the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem.

Reflection: Passover symbolized the deliverance of the Israelites 
from Egypt, and it is significant that Jesus, the Lamb of God, is 
about to begin His work of redemption for humanity. Just as He 
went up to Jerusalem, we should prepare ourselves for significant 
spiritual encounters in our lives.

John 2:14–“In the temple courts he found some selling cattle, 
sheep and doves, and others sitting and exchanging money.”

Explanation: When Jesus arrives at the temple, He finds merchants 
selling sacrificial animals and money changers exchanging money. 
These practices had become a lucrative business and were 
distorting the sacred purpose of the temple.

Reflection: The temple, a place of prayer, has been transformed 
into a marketplace. This reminds us that we must respect the 
sacred space in our lives and always seek to maintain our focus on 
God, preventing material interests from interfering in our 
devotion.

John 2:15–“Then he made a whip out of cords and drove everyone out of the 
temple courts, both the sheep and the cattle; he scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables.”

Explanation: Jesus, out of zeal for his Father's house, makes a whip 
out of cords and drives the sellers and animals out of the temple. He 
overturns the money changers' tables, demonstrating
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his indignation at the corruption that had invaded that holy place.

Reflection: Jesus’ firm attitude teaches us that we must be zealous 
for the things of God, purifying our lives of everything that hinders 
true worship. He calls us to revere the sacred spaces in our lives, 
whether the church or our hearts.

John 2:16–“To those who sold doves he said, 'Take these things 
out of here! Stop turning my Father's house into a 
marketplace!'”

Explanation: Jesus directs his anger especially against the sellers of 
doves, who sold these animals as offerings to the poor. He does 
not tolerate the commercialization of faith and represses the 
transformation of the temple into a place of profit.

Reflection: This verse warns us against misusing religion for 
personal gain. Our devotion must be genuine, and we must 
guard against manipulating our faith for personal gain.

John 2:17–“His disciples remembered that it is written: 'Zeal for 
your house will consume me.'”

Explanation: Jesus’ disciples recall what was written in Psalm 69:9, 
which says that zeal for God’s house would consume the Messiah. 
They see in Jesus’ behavior the fulfillment of this prophecy.

Reflection: Jesus has a burning zeal for the things of God. This 
challenges us to be zealous in our faith as well, seeking to honor 
God with our lives and sincere worship.
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John 2:18–“Then the Jews asked him, 'What miraculous sign 
can you show us to prove that you have authority to do all 
these things?'”

Explanation: The Jewish leaders, seeing the authority with which 
Jesus acted, ask Him to prove His authority with a miraculous sign. 
They do not understand that the greatest sign is to come with His 
death and resurrection.

Reflection: People often ask for signs, but they often ignore the 
deeper signs that God is already doing. We must be attentive to 
what God is doing in our lives now, without always demanding 
visible proof.

John 2:19–“Jesus replied, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.'"

Explanation: Jesus, in responding to the religious leaders, makes a 
prophetic statement. He is not speaking of the physical temple, 
but of his own body. His death and resurrection would be the true 
demonstration of his authority.

Reflection: Jesus points to his resurrection, the central event of 
our faith. His victory over death guarantees us eternal life, 
showing that God always fulfills his promises, even when we do 
not immediately understand them.

John 2:20–“The Jews replied, 'This temple took forty-six years 
to build, and you are going to raise it up in three days?'”

Explanation: The Jews did not understand what Jesus was saying. 
They thought He was referring to the physical temple, which had 
taken years to build, and they did not understand that He was talking 
about His own body.
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Reflection: Spiritual truths can often be misunderstood at first 
glance. This reminds us to seek spiritual understanding and 
discernment as we listen to Jesus’ words.

John 2:21–“But the temple he spoke of was his body.”

Explanation: The evangelist John clarifies that Jesus was speaking 
of his body, which would be crucified and resurrected on the third 
day. This is the true temple of God, where the fullness of his 
presence dwells.

Reflection: The body of Christ, his death and resurrection, is the 
center of our faith. The true temple is not a physical building, 
but the living presence of God in Christ and now in us, who are 
the temple of the Holy Spirit.

John 2:22–“After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken.”

Explanation: After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples finally 
understood the full meaning of His words about destroying and 
rebuilding the temple. They realized that He was speaking of His 
own resurrection, and this further strengthened their faith. They 
began to believe in the Scriptures and the words Jesus had 
spoken during His ministry.

Reflection: Often, it is only after we have experienced something 
that we fully understand what God was teaching us. Jesus’ 
resurrection not only confirmed his authority, but it also showed 
his disciples that all Scripture had been fulfilled in him. As we walk 
with Christ, our faith is strengthened as we look back and 
understand how he has guided our lives.
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John 2:23–“While he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, 
many saw the miraculous signs he was performing and 
believed in his name.”

Explanation: During the Passover, while Jesus was in Jerusalem, 
many were amazed at the miracles He performed. These signs 
attracted the attention of the people, and many began to believe 
in Him. However, their faith seemed to be based on the miracles 
rather than on a deep understanding of who Jesus really was.

Reflection: Faith that relies solely on signs and miracles can be 
superficial. While miracles reveal God’s power, our faith must be 
rooted in the person of Jesus and his sacrifice, not just in what he 
can do for us. We need a faith that endures beyond moments of 
visible evidence of power.

John 2:24–“But Jesus did not entrust himself to them, because he knew 
everyone.”

Explanation: Although many believed in Jesus because of His 
miracles, He knew that their faith was shallow. Jesus did not trust 
them, because as the Son of God, He knew people’s hearts and 
understood their intentions. He knew that not everyone was truly 
committed to Him.

Reflection: Jesus knows the heart of each one of us. We cannot 
deceive Him with a superficial faith or interest only in material 
blessings. He wants a genuine relationship, where our faith is 
based on who He is and not just on what He can give us.
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John 2:25–“He did not need anyone to testify about man, for 
he knew what was in man.”

Explanation: Jesus, in his divinity, had the ability to know people 
completely. He knew what was going on in each person’s heart 
and did not need anyone to tell him about them. He knew their 
intentions, their weaknesses, and their deepest thoughts.

Reflection: This verse reminds us that Jesus knows our hearts 
better than we do. He sees our intentions and motivations, both 
good and bad. This challenges us to live with authenticity and 
integrity, knowing that nothing is hidden from God’s eyes.

Final Reflection on John 2:

John chapter 2 reveals to us profound aspects of Jesus’ mission and 
the nature of faith. At the beginning, we see Jesus performing his 
first miracle at the wedding feast in Cana, turning water into wine, 
a sign of his generosity and divine power. This miracle not only 
confirmed his identity as the Messiah, but it also teaches us about 
the abundance and grace he brings to our lives. By turning water 
into wine, Jesus shows that he can do more than we can imagine, 
bringing transformation and joy to what seemed ordinary and 
lifeless.

However, the chapter also challenges us to reflect on the kind of 
faith we cultivate. Many began to believe in Jesus because of the 
miraculous signs He performed, but Jesus knew that for this faith 
to be genuine, it needed to go beyond visible miracles. He knew 
people’s hearts and knew that true and lasting faith cannot be 
based on external signs alone. True faith in Christ is built on 
knowing who He is, not just what He can do for us.
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The cleansing of the temple, in turn, reveals Jesus’ mission to 
restore true worship. The temple, which was supposed to be a 
place of communion with God, had become corrupted by 
practices that diverted the focus from the purity of worship. By 
driving out the merchants, Jesus reminds us that the heart of our 
worship must be in Christ, without distractions or false intentions.

Finally, this chapter calls us to reflect on our own relationship with 
Jesus. Are we seeking a true faith that goes beyond miracles and 
signs and allows us to know Him in a deep relationship? Are we 
allowing Him to cleanse the “temple” of our lives and hearts, 
preparing us for genuine and sincere worship? May we learn to 
trust Jesus not only for the benefits He offers us, but for who He is: 
the Son of God who calls us to a life of transformation and 
faithfulness.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 3 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 3 is an essential chapter for understanding the central 
message of the gospel of Christ, as it presents important teachings 
about the new birth and the salvation offered by Jesus. The chapter 
begins with Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus, a teacher of the 
Law, who seeks to understand the need to be born again in order 
to enter the Kingdom of God. Throughout the chapter, Jesus 
reveals profound truths about the nature of faith, the importance 
of Christ’s sacrifice, and the promise of eternal life. The most well-
known passage in this chapter is John 3:16, which expresses God’s 
unconditional love for humanity and His offer of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. This chapter is a powerful affirmation of God’s grace 
and the need to believe in Jesus in order to obtain eternal life.

John 3:1
"There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews."

In this verse, we are introduced to Nicodemus, a Pharisee and 
respected religious leader. Pharisees were known for their strict 
adherence to the Law of Moses, and Nicodemus was an important 
figure within the Jewish community. He represents the religious 
authorities of the time, and by being mentioned here, we see that 
he is curious about Jesus, which will be explored later.

Reflection:
Nicodemus is an example of how, no matter how knowledgeable 
we are about religious rules and traditions, there is always room 
for the personal search for a deeper relationship with God.
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John 3:2
"This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 'Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 
signs that you do unless God is with him.'"

Here we see that Nicodemus goes to Jesus at night, perhaps to 
avoid being seen, since he was a public figure. He recognizes that 
Jesus possesses something divine, since the miracles performed 
by Jesus could not be done by anyone else, unless it was with the 
power of God.

Reflection:
Nicodemus's visit at night symbolizes the desire to find answers 
without the pressure of public opinion. Sometimes, it is necessary 
to seek the truth in silence and solitude, away from external 
distractions.

John 3:3
"Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God."

Here, Jesus responds in a direct and impactful way, stating that it is 
necessary to be "born again" to see the kingdom of God. This 
expression goes beyond the idea of   a physical new beginning; it is 
an invitation to a profound inner transformation, a new spiritual 
birth that can only occur through the action of the Holy Spirit.

Reflection:
The new birth is essential to true spiritual understanding. This 
means that our lives must be transformed from the inside out, not 
just in our external actions.
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John 3:4
"Nicodemus asked, 'How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter his mother's womb and be born?'"

Nicodemus, confused by what Jesus said, asks a literal question. He 
does not yet understand the spiritual depth of being “born again.” 
His vision is limited to the physical, and he questions how this 
could be possible based on ordinary human experience.

Reflection:
Often, like Nicodemus, we try to understand spiritual things from 
a purely human perspective. But fully understanding Jesus’ 
teachings requires looking beyond the natural.

John 3:5
"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God."

Jesus explains that the new birth involves both water and the Spirit. 
The "water" may refer to baptism, a symbol of purification, while 
the "Spirit" points to the inner transformation that only the Holy 
Spirit can work in us.

Reflection:
The new birth is not just a decision or change of behavior; it is a 
spiritual transformation that involves both purification and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. Baptism is an outward symbol of this 
inward change.
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John 3:6
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit."

Here Jesus makes a distinction between physical and spiritual 
birth. Physical birth gives us natural life, but spiritual birth, which 
comes from the Holy Spirit, gives us a new life in Christ, a spiritual 
life that allows us to live differently.

Reflection:
We are made up of body and spirit, and just as we are born 
physically, we need to be born spiritually to live according to 
the principles of the Kingdom of God. This is true life in Christ.

John 3:7
"Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again."

Jesus now gently rebukes Nicodemus’ surprise. He is affirming that 
the new birth is not optional; it is necessary. Spiritual 
transformation is a requirement for entering the kingdom of God.

Reflection:
Spiritual transformation is not a suggestion from Jesus, but a 
necessity. Each person needs to go through this change to live life 
fully in Christ.

John 3:8
"The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit."

Jesus compares spiritual birth to the wind. Just as the wind is 
invisible and free, the Spirit of God works in mysterious and 
powerful ways, without our being able to see it.
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control or fully understand. The movement of the Spirit is 
something that happens in our lives, but we cannot fully 
predict or explain it.

Reflection:
The Holy Spirit acts sovereignly in our lives. Sometimes He 
guides us in ways we don’t understand, but we can trust His 
work and allow Him to lead us to a new birth.

John 3:9
"Nicodemus answered and said to him, How can these things be?"

Nicodemus continues to question, still not understanding what 
Jesus is saying. He tries to understand with his rational mind, but 
he is dealing with a concept that goes beyond immediate human 
understanding.

Reflection:
Often, our limited minds try to understand the mysteries of God, 
but true understanding comes from a total surrender to the Holy 
Spirit, who reveals the truth in our hearts.

John 3:10
"Jesus answered and said to him, Are you the teacher of Israel, and do you not know 
these things?"

Jesus expresses surprise at Nicodemus' lack of understanding, 
considering that he is a teacher of Israel. Nicodemus, as a 
religious leader, should understand these spiritual truths, but he 
is still stuck in a limited view of the things of God.

Reflection:
Being a leader or a student of Scripture does not automatically 
mean that we understand the depth of Scripture.
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work of God. True wisdom comes from the Holy Spirit and divine 
revelation.

John 3:11
"Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and we 
testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our 
testimony."

In this verse, Jesus is speaking to Nicodemus and emphasizes that 
what He is saying is not a theory or personal opinion, but a true 
testimony, based on divine knowledge and revelation. Jesus claims 
that He speaks with divine authority, but despite this, many 
people, including Nicodemus, do not accept or understand His 
words.

Reflection:
The testimony of Jesus is an invitation to accept the truth, 
but often our limited vision and doubts prevent us from 
accepting this full truth. Are we willing to listen and accept 
what He says?

John 3:12
"If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things?"

Here Jesus explains that if Nicodemus cannot understand the 
simple, earthly things He is saying (about the new birth), how will 
he be able to understand the deeper, more spiritual truths, those 
that concern the heavenly kingdom? Jesus is pointing out the 
human difficulty in understanding the things of God without the 
action of the Holy Spirit.

Reflection:
Sometimes the simplest lessons in life that Jesus teaches us are 
already difficult to understand. If we do not surrender to Him in

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



seeking understanding, we will not be able to understand the 
depths of the Kingdom of God.

John 3:13
"And no one has ascended into heaven except He who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man who is in heaven."

Here Jesus makes a statement about His divine authority and 
origin. He is the only one who has come from heaven and has the 
authority to speak about heavenly things, for He is the Son of God. 
This is a direct reference to His deity and His role as mediator 
between man and God.

Reflection:
Jesus is the only one who can reveal heaven and the Father to us, 
for He is from there and came down to bring us the truth. We 
need to look to Him with confidence that He is the key to spiritual 
understanding.

John 3:14
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up;"

Jesus makes reference to an episode in the Old Testament 
(Numbers 21:4-9) where Moses lifted up a bronze serpent in the 
wilderness to heal the Israelites who had been bitten by poisonous 
snakes. In the same way, Jesus will be "lifted up" (on the cross) to 
bring healing and salvation to humanity, representing the cure for 
sin.

Reflection:
Jesus’ death on the cross is the solution to our sin. Just as the 
Israelites were healed by looking at the serpent lifted up in the 
wilderness, we are healed by looking at the crucified Christ, who 
gives us eternal life.
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John 3:15
"That whoever believes in him may have eternal life."

Jesus explains that He will be lifted up on the cross so that 
through faith in Him, all may have eternal life. Faith in Christ, 
not in our own works, is the way to salvation and eternal life 
with God.

Reflection:
Eternal life is not something we earn through our own merits, 
but it is a gift from God to those who believe in Jesus Christ. 
Faith in Him is the key to true life.

John 3:16
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life."

This is one of the most well-known and beloved verses in the Bible. 
Jesus reveals God’s great love for humanity by sending His only 
Son to die for us. God gave His own Son as a sacrifice so that we 
could be reconciled to Him, and through faith, receive the promise 
of eternal life.

Reflection:
God’s love for us is unmatched. He gave His best, His own Son, so 
that we could be saved. This should lead us to deep gratitude and 
a life transformed by His love.

John 3:17
"For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through Him might be saved."
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Here Jesus makes it clear that His coming into the world was not 
to condemn people, but to save. The purpose of His mission was 
to offer forgiveness, grace, and redemption to humanity.

Reflection:
Jesus did not come to judge, but to save. He offers grace to all, 
regardless of our past. This is an invitation to experience God’s 
mercy, which is stronger than condemnation.

John 3:18
"He who believes in him is not condemned, but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God."

This verse makes it clear that salvation is available to those who 
believe in Jesus. Faith in Christ frees us from condemnation. 
However, lack of faith already results in condemnation, because 
rejection of God’s Son is a choice to separate ourselves from God.

Reflection:
Salvation is available to us, but the choice to accept or reject it is in 
our hands. Faith in Jesus is the only way to be freed from eternal 
condemnation.

John 3:19
"And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil."

Jesus explains that condemnation is a consequence of people 
choosing to love darkness (sin) more than light (Jesus, the truth). 
Darkness symbolizes sin and rejection of God, while light 
represents the truth of Christ.
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Reflection:
Many times, we prefer to remain in darkness because of sin, 
because it attracts us and offers us momentary pleasure. However, 
true freedom and salvation are only found in Christ, the Light that 
illuminates our lives.

John 3:20
"For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved."

People who do evil avoid the light, that is, they avoid God’s truth 
and righteousness, because they know that their actions will be 
exposed. Sin makes us resist the light, since it reveals our sinful 
condition.

Reflection:
Sin causes us to avoid God’s presence because we are afraid 
that our failures will be exposed. However, Jesus came to free 
us from this fear and offer us forgiveness and restoration.

John 3:21
"But he who practices truth comes to the light, so that his deeds 
may be clearly seen as having been done in God."

He who lives in the truth draws near to the light, that is, he seeks 
the purity and holiness that come from God. The works of a 
person who lives in accordance with the truth are done for the 
purpose of honoring God.

Reflection:
When we live in integrity, we seek to be in the light of Christ, 
allowing Him to reveal our actions and make them pure before 
God. Truth leads us to transparent and genuine living.
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John 3:22
"After this, Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, 
and there He remained with them, and baptized."

After the conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus went to Judea, 
where he began to baptize. This act of baptizing was not only a 
demonstration of repentance, but a preparation for the new life 
that He was offering to humanity. Jesus, as the source of life and 
forgiveness, began to lay the foundation for what would come 
later, such as Christian baptism.

Reflection:
Jesus was relating to people in an intimate and practical way, 
showing that the work of salvation would be carried out up close, 
through simple gestures such as baptism. He is present in every 
step of our journey of faith.

John 3:23
"And John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was 
much water there: and thither people came and were baptized."

John the Baptist, who was preaching and baptizing before Jesus, 
was in a place with plenty of water, which was necessary for 
baptism, which was a ritual of immersion. This verse shows us that 
baptism was happening simultaneously, with John and Jesus 
baptizing in different locations.

Reflection:
Baptism is an important symbol of purification and repentance, a 
practice that remains essential in Christianity, marking the 
beginning of a new life with Christ. The fact that both were 
baptizing is a reflection of their preparation for the Messiah, who 
would come to fulfill the entire law.
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John 3:24
"For John had not yet been thrown into prison."

This verse briefly refers to the situation of John the Baptist, who 
was still free, preaching and baptizing, but his time was coming 
to an end. He would soon be arrested by Herod because of his 
boldness in exposing sin, especially Herod's illicit relationship 
with his sister-in-law.

Reflection:
The mention of John’s imprisonment is a reminder that the 
Christian life can involve suffering and persecution for living 
according to the truth. John carried out his mission with courage, 
even knowing the hardships he would face.

John 3:25
"And there arose a dispute between some of John's disciples 
and the Jews about purifying."

There was a dispute over the purification rituals that took place in 
Judaism. John’s disciples were questioning whether Jesus’ baptism 
was more effective or legitimate than their own. This dispute 
reveals the confusion that existed about the meaning and 
practice of baptism.

Reflection:
The practice of baptism was controversial, but in reality it was only 
a symbol of what Jesus would later fully accomplish. Sometimes 
we are more concerned with the forms and rituals than with the 
true purpose behind them, which is inner transformation.

John 3:26
"And they came to John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that
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was with you beyond the Jordan, of whom you testified, behold, He 
baptizes, and all come to Him."

John’s disciples were concerned that many people were now 
following Jesus and being baptized by Him. They point to John’s 
authority and testimony about Jesus, suggesting that Jesus was 
“stealing” followers from John.

Reflection:
Here we see a natural tension between the phases of God’s 
work: the preparation of John and the arrival of the Messiah. 
However, the true attitude of the heart must be to recognize 
that God’s work is always greater than any ministry or person.

John 3:27
"John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be 
given him from heaven."

John clarifies that Jesus is not “stealing” followers from Him, but 
that everything He and Jesus do comes from God’s authority and 
permission. John affirms that everything one receives, including 
the people one follows, comes from God. He recognizes that his 
role was to prepare for Jesus, not to compete.

Reflection:
John teaches us an important lesson of humility and trust in God: 
everything we have and receive is a gift from God. We must accept 
what He gives us and be faithful to our purpose, without rivalry or 
competition with what God is doing in the lives of others.

John 3:28
"You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, 
but that I am sent before Him.'"
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John makes it clear that he is not the Messiah, but was sent as a 
forerunner to prepare the way for the one who would come. He 
emphasizes that his role is temporary and subordinate to Jesus' 
mission.

Reflection:
John exemplifies humility by recognizing that his role was one of 
preparation, not of protagonism. He knew that his time was to 
point to Christ, not to take His place. We too have the role of 
pointing to Jesus, allowing Him to be the center of our lives and 
ministry.

John 3:29
"He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom's voice. So this is my joy that is fulfilled."

John uses the imagery of a wedding to describe his relationship 
with Jesus. He is the friend of the bridegroom, and his pleasure is 
in seeing the bridegroom (Jesus) rejoice. This joy is the joy of 
seeing God's plan being fulfilled, for John knew that his mission 
was coming to an end and that Jesus was the Messiah.

Reflection:
John teaches about genuine joy in seeing God’s plan being 
accomplished. Instead of envy or jealousy, he rejoices in Jesus’ 
success. This challenges us to also find joy in what God is doing in 
the lives of others, knowing that His kingdom is greater than our 
own ego.

John 3:30
"He must increase, but I must decrease."

This verse expresses John's humble attitude, recognizing that his 
mission is ending, and that Jesus must grow in importance while 
he himself diminishes. John knew that the center of everything 
should be Jesus.
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Reflection:
True greatness in the Kingdom of God is being able to 
decrease so that Christ may increase. This is the key to true 
discipleship: putting Jesus at the center of everything and 
allowing Him to be the protagonist of our lives.

John 3:31
"He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is 
earthly, and speaks of earthly things; he who comes from heaven is 
above all."

John points out that Jesus, being from heaven, has authority over 
all things, including the earth. While he and other men may speak 
of earthly things, Jesus speaks with heavenly authority, because 
He came directly from God.

Reflection:
Jesus’ words and authority are superior to any other human words, 
for He comes from heaven. This reminds us of the need to listen to 
Him and obey His word, which has the power to transform our 
lives.

John 3:32
"And what He has seen and heard, He testifies; and no one receives His 
testimony."

Jesus, being God, testifies to what He saw and heard directly from 
the Father. However, many people do not receive this testimony. 
Rejection of the testimony of Jesus is a mark of unbelief and the 
hardening of the human heart.

Reflection:
Jesus speaks with authority because He is a direct witness from 
heaven, but many reject His message. This challenges us to reflect 
on how we are responding to the witness of Christ in our lives. Are 
we willing to listen and obey?
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John 3:33
"He who receives His testimony certifies that God is true."

Here, John highlights the importance of receiving the testimony 
of Jesus. When someone accepts what Jesus says and testifies, 
that person is acknowledging that God is faithful and true in 
everything He says. Jesus’ testimony about God is the truth that 
must be accepted and believed, for He is the Word of God 
incarnate.

Reflection:
Accepting the testimony of Jesus is accepting God’s truth in our 
lives. When we accept Jesus and His word, we are confirming that 
God is faithful and true in all His ways. We must be receptive to 
divine truth, because it sets us free and leads us to a full life.

John 3:34
"For he whom God has sent speaks the words of God: for 
God giveth not the Spirit by measure."

In this verse, John reaffirms that Jesus, being sent by God, speaks 
the words of God, and not human or limited words. He possesses 
the Spirit without measure, that is, the fullness of the Holy Spirit is 
upon Him. Jesus is not limited in His power or in His words, for He 
is God in the flesh.

Reflection:
Jesus does not just speak about Himself, but speaks about God, 
and everything He says and does is permeated by the Holy Spirit 
without limitation. This should lead us to a deeper understanding 
of the authority and power of Jesus’ words. He is the source of all 
divine wisdom, and when we listen to His teachings, we are 
directly hearing the voice of God.
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John 3:35
"The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand."

Here we see the unique relationship between the Father and the Son. 
The Father loves the Son and entrusts Him with all authority and power. 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son and has authority over all things. This 
statement emphasizes the supremacy of Jesus and His central role in 
God’s plan of redemption.

Reflection:
This relationship of love and trust between the Father and the Son 
teaches us about mutual trust and delegated authority. Jesus, 
being loved and honored by God, is the only one in whom we can 
trust completely. He is worthy of our faith and devotion, for 
everything God desires for humanity is in Jesus’ hands.

John 3:36
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not 
believe in the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him."

This verse presents the crucial decision for everyone: faith in Jesus 
Christ. He who believes in Jesus receives eternal life, but he who 
does not believe remains under the wrath of God. There is no 
middle ground; the decision to believe in Jesus is fundamental to 
salvation. Eternal life is the gift to those who believe, but rejection 
of Jesus results in eternal separation from God.

Reflection:
The choice to believe in Jesus or not has eternal consequences. 
Eternal life is a gift offered to all, but we must accept Jesus as 
the Son of God and Savior. Rejecting Him is not just a matter of 
personal choice, but of not experiencing God’s peace and 
salvation, and remaining in His wrath. May we always respond 
with faith to Christ’s invitation.
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Final Reflection on John 3

John 3 is one of the most profound and revealing chapters in the 
Bible, especially because it presents the famous passage from 
John 3:16, which sums up the heart of the gospel: "For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."

In this chapter, Jesus reveals to Nicodemus, a religious leader, that 
salvation does not come through works or keeping the law, but 
through faith in Jesus, the Son of God. Jesus is the only way to 
eternal life, and this life is a free gift from God, offered to all,

regardless of our condition or past. The invitation is clear: 
whoever believes in Jesus has the guarantee of eternal life, and 
this faith is the foundation of our relationship with God.

Furthermore, John 3 presents the contrast between light and 
darkness, showing that sin is the cause of the separation between 
man and God, but Jesus came to bring light and reconciliation. The 
work of Christ is an act of immeasurable love, for God, in His 
mercy, gave His own Son to save us, offering us forgiveness and 
renewal. True faith is not just believing in Jesus, but living in 
accordance with His light, allowing ourselves to be transformed by 
His presence in our lives.

This chapter also emphasizes that the choice to believe or reject 
Jesus has eternal consequences. Faith in Jesus is the key to 
salvation, and rejection of His message results in the loss of 
eternal life and remaining under the wrath of God. There is no 
other way to salvation except through Christ.

Therefore, the reflection we are invited to make in this chapter 
is: Have we truly received the light of Christ in our lives? Are we 
living with the confidence that He is the only One who can give 
us eternal life? And, most importantly, are we sharing this good 
news with others, so that
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that they may also experience God's love and salvation?

May the message of John 3 inspire us to live with the certainty that, 
through faith in Jesus, we have eternal life and peace with God, and 
may this truth always be the center of our life and mission.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 4 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In this passage from the Gospel of John, we find the story of a royal 
official who, desperate because of his son’s terminal illness, goes to 
Jesus seeking a cure. When faced with the disbelief of many, he 
demonstrates genuine faith, trusting in the word of Jesus without 
asking for signs or wonders. Jesus, in turn, performs the miracle 
from a distance, healing the official’s son and thus not only 
restoring the boy’s health, but also transforming the faith of the 
official and his entire family. This chapter highlights the 
importance of faith in Jesus, not only in visible miracles, but in 
complete trust in His word.

John 4:1-2
“When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that 
Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John (although Jesus 
himself baptized not, but his disciples),”

At the beginning of this chapter, it is said that the Pharisees were 
beginning to pay attention to Jesus’ ministry, because He was 
attracting many people, more than John the Baptist. The evangelist 
clarifies that, although many were being baptized, Jesus did not 
perform the baptisms directly; His disciples were the ones who 
performed them. This detail helps to avoid any misunderstanding 
about the dispute between the two teachers.

John 4:3-4
“He left Judea and went back to Galilee. And he had to go 
through Samaria.”

Jesus decides to leave Judea and return to Galilee, but the verse highlights 
something important: "it was necessary for him to pass through
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through Samaria". Normally, Jews avoided passing through 
Samaria, as there was historical animosity between Jews and 
Samaritans. However, for Jesus, it was essential to go this way, as 
He had a specific purpose: to find and save the Samaritan woman, 
which reflects His love for all people, regardless of their origins or 
ethnicity.

John 4:5
“So he came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.”

Jesus arrives in Sychar, an important city in Samaria, located near 
Jacob's inheritance, a place with special significance for the Jews. 
The mention of Jacob connects the story of Jesus with the Old 
Testament tradition, showing that He is fulfilling the promises 
made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

John 4:6
“Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from his journey, sat 
down like that by the well. It was about the sixth hour.”

Here we see a moment of humanity in Jesus. He, who was on a 
mission, felt tired after his journey and sat down by Jacob's well. 
The time mentioned was around noon, which indicates that it was 
hot, a time when women did not usually go to the well, as they 
usually went in the morning or afternoon, when the heat was less.

John 4:7
“A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.”
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Jesus starts a conversation with the Samaritan woman, something 
that was unusual in Jewish culture, as Jews generally did not speak 
to Samaritans, much less to Samaritan women. This act of Jesus 
breaks down social and cultural barriers, showing that He came for 
everyone, without distinction.

John 4:8
“For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy 
food.”

Meanwhile, Jesus’ disciples were in the city buying food, which 
explains Jesus’ loneliness at the well. This detail sets the stage for 
Jesus to have a deep and personal conversation with the 
Samaritan woman.

John 4:9
“Then the Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, being 
a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?’ (For Jews do not 
associate with Samaritans.)”

The woman is surprised by Jesus' request, because she knows that 
Jews and Samaritans had a troubled relationship. She questions 
how Jesus, being a Jew, could ask something of her, a Samaritan 
woman. Her reaction reveals the division that exists between these 
people, but it also prepares her heart for the teaching that is to 
come.

John 4:10
“Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.”

Jesus responds in a mysterious and graceful way, saying that if she 
had known who He really was, she would have asked for something 
much more precious than water from the well.
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– the “living water” that He could offer. This “living water” is a 
metaphor for the Holy Spirit, who gives eternal life and satisfies 
spiritual thirst completely. Jesus already begins to lead the woman 
to a deeper understanding of what He can offer, beyond physical 
needs.

John 4:11
“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well 
is deep. Where then do you get that living water?’”

The woman doesn’t immediately understand what Jesus means by 
“living water,” so she responds pragmatically, pointing out that 
Jesus doesn’t have a bucket to draw water from the well, and the 
well is deep. She is still thinking in physical terms, believing that He 
is referring to ordinary water, like that in the well, without realizing 
the spiritual meaning behind His words.

Reflection:Sometimes, like the woman, we can focus on our 
physical or material needs, without realizing that Jesus offers 
something much deeper and more lasting for our lives. We need 
to learn to look beyond the surface and seek the living water that 
He offers.

John 4:12
“Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, his sons and his livestock?”

Now the woman makes a comparison, asking Jesus if He is greater 
than Jacob, the patriarch who dug this well and who, according to 
tradition, used it to drink water. She still fails to see that Jesus 
offers something greater than this, something that goes beyond 
the physical well and the story of Jacob. She makes reference to 
history and tradition, but she fails to see the spiritual offer that is 
before her.
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Reflection:Often times, we cling to traditions and what is known, 
without noticing the new and innovative offerings.
transformative things that Jesus wants to give us. He is not stuck in 
the past, but offers something much greater, which goes beyond 
what we can imagine.

John 4:13-14
“Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him will never thirst; rather, the water that I will give him will be in 
him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”

Jesus makes a clear distinction between physical water, which 
always leaves a person thirsty again, and spiritual water, which He 
offers. The water that Jesus gives is permanent and brings eternal 
life. He is speaking of the Holy Spirit, who, once received, becomes 
a spring that flows from within a person, bringing lasting 
satisfaction.

Reflection:We often seek to satisfy our thirst with temporary 
things: success, money, pleasure, or recognition. But Jesus 
teaches us that these things do not satisfy us in a lasting way. 
Only He can offer deep and eternal satisfaction that never runs 
out.

John 4:15
“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I won’t get 
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.’”

At this point, the woman is still thinking in material terms and asks 
Jesus to give her this water so that she will not have to go back to 
the well again. She does not yet understand the spiritual depth of 
what Jesus is offering. She wants to be free from the physical task 
of drawing water from the well, but Jesus is talking about 
something much more significant.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Reflection:Many times, we seek solutions to our superficial 
problems, without realizing that Jesus wants to transform our 
lives in a deeper way. He wants to change our inner being, not 
just solve momentary problems.

John 4:16
“Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband and come here.’”

Here, Jesus begins to touch on a more personal and profound 
point in the woman’s life. By asking her to call her husband, Jesus 
leads her to reflect on her own life and her needs. He is about to 
show that He knows her story and that He is not interested in a 
superficial solution, but wants to heal the depths of her being.

Reflection:Jesus knows our lives, our failures and our most 
intimate struggles. He does not call us to
to be ashamed, but to recognize ourselves as in need of 
His grace and transformation.

John 4:17-18
“The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said to her, 
You have rightly said, I have no husband; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; you 
have said truly.”

The woman reveals that she has no husband, and Jesus confirms 
that she is telling the truth, but goes further. He reveals that she 
has had five husbands and is now living with a man who is not her 
husband. Jesus confronts her with the truth of her situation, but 
without judgment, only highlighting her need for change.

Reflection:Jesus, in revealing the truth about the woman's life, 
does not condemn her, but confronts her with His grace, showing 
her that He has something better to offer. Thus, He also
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confronts us with the truth, not to hurt us, but to heal us and set 
us free.

John 4:19-20
“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, and you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
people ought to worship.’”

The woman, impressed by Jesus' revelation about her life, 
recognizes that He is a prophet. She then asks a religious question, 
reflecting the dispute between the Samaritans and the Jews over 
the proper place of worship. The Samaritans worshiped on Mount 
Gerizim, while the Jews worshiped in Jerusalem.

Reflection:When Jesus touches our lives in a profound way, we 
often begin to reflect on broader spiritual questions. Like the 
Samaritan woman, we may question the place of worship or other 
religious practices, but Jesus wants to lead us to a deeper 
understanding of true worship.

John 4:21-22
“Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation 
is from the Jews.’”

Jesus responds by saying that true worship is no longer tied to a 
specific place, but rather to a
genuine relationship with God, which happens in spirit and truth. 
He also states that salvation comes from the Jews, because Jesus, 
the Savior, comes from the Jewish lineage. He is revealing that true 
worship does not depend on a place, but on the attitude of the 
heart toward God.

Reflection:True worship does not depend on where we are, 
but on how we relate to God. Jesus
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calls us to worship Him in spirit and truth, placing the focus on 
the heart rather than on specific rituals or locations.

John 4:23
“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him.”

Here Jesus reveals an important change: true worship will no 
longer be tied to a physical location, such as Jerusalem or Mount 
Gerizim, but will be in the spirit and in truth. The “spirit” refers to 
our inner willingness to seek God sincerely, and the “truth” refers 
to worshiping God according to His revelation and in harmony 
with His Word. God is looking for worshipers who will not just be 
bound by rituals, but who will worship Him wholeheartedly, in 
deep communion.

Reflection:True worship is not about formalities or places, but 
about a sincere heart before God. God seeks those who surrender 
themselves to Him with integrity, seeking more than just following 
rules, but a genuine relationship.

John 4:24
“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and in truth.”

Jesus confirms that God is spirit and that, because He is so, true 
worship must transcend physical aspects and be something 
spiritual. God is not restricted to specific temples or places; He is 
spirit, and our worship must be based on an understanding of His 
nature. To worship in spirit and in truth is to worship Him with the 
heart, in sincerity and with knowledge of the truth of who He is.
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Reflection:True worship is an attitude of the heart, which connects 
with God on a spiritual level. We need to be aware of the nature of 
God and live our worship according to His Word, not just outward 
rituals.

John 4:25
“The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah, who is called Christ, is 
coming; when he comes, he will tell us everything.’”

The woman expressed her belief that the Messiah (Christ) would 
come in the future to reveal all things. She knew of the promise of 
a Savior who would explain God’s truths completely. She did not 
yet know that she was talking to this Messiah. Her understanding 
was limited to tradition, but she was open to revelation.

Reflection:Many times, we are searching for answers and we 
know that God has the key to all our doubts. Just like the woman, 
we may not realize that the answer we seek is already very close to 
us, in Jesus, who is the true revelation of God.

John 4:26
“Jesus said to her, ‘I who speak to you am he.’”

Here, Jesus reveals to the woman that He is the Messiah she has 
been waiting for. He makes a clear statement about His identity, 
revealing Himself as the Christ, the One she and the people have 
been waiting for to bring true salvation and understanding of God. 
This moment is crucial because it is the first time that Jesus makes a 
direct revelation about His identity as the Messiah to someone 
outside the circle of disciples.

Reflection:Jesus reveals Himself to all those who are willing to 
listen and seek the truth. He does not hide, but shows Himself to 
those who are open to recognizing His truth.
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authority and identity. May we be attentive to His revelation in 
our lives.

John 4:27
“And at that very hour his disciples came, and they marveled 
that he was talking with a woman: and no man said unto him, 
What askest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?”

The disciples, upon arriving, are surprised to see Jesus talking 
to a Samaritan woman, as this was unusual for Jews, who 
avoided interactions with Samaritans. Their surprise shows the 
contrast between Jesus’s way of dealing with people and the 
cultural and religious norms of their time. However, they do 
not question Jesus, indicating that despite their surprise, they 
have learned to trust His leadership.

Reflection:Jesus often breaks down cultural and social barriers to 
reach those who need His grace most. He teaches us to look 
beyond conventions and see people with the value God gives 
them, without prejudice.

John 4:28
“The woman then left her water jar, went into the city, and said 
to the men,

Upon hearing Jesus’ revelation, the woman is immediately 
transformed. She leaves behind the jar she had used to fetch 
physical water from the well, symbolizing that she has now found 
something more important than her material needs. She becomes 
a witness, going to the town to tell everyone about her encounter 
with Jesus. This gesture demonstrates her inner change and her 
new mission.

Reflection:When we find the true source of life in Jesus, our 
priorities change. What once seemed
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so important (the pitcher, the water) no longer has the same 
value. We are called to share this transformation with others, as 
she did.

John 4:29
“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did; is this not 
the Christ?”

The woman, now full of enthusiasm, shares with others what 
Jesus has done for her. She does not hesitate to call Jesus the 
Christ, the Messiah. She does not have complete answers, but 
she knows enough to invite others to see and hear for 
themselves. She becomes a messenger of what she has 
experienced.

Reflection:The encounter with Jesus transforms us and makes us 
witnesses of what He has done for us. We do not need to have 
deep knowledge to begin sharing what He has done in our lives; 
we simply need to invite others to share Him so that they can 
experience Him too.

John 4:30
“So they went out of the city and came to him.”

The city of Sychar, moved by the woman's testimony, goes out to see 
Jesus. Her invitation generates curiosity, and people who may not 
have been interested before now come closer to Him. The woman's 
transformation generates a movement of searching for more.

Reflection:Our attitude of sharing our experience with Jesus can 
have a much greater impact than we imagine. By testifying about 
Him, we can help others seek the truth and love that we find in 
Him.
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John 4:31
“But the disciples urged him, saying, ‘Rabbi, eat.’”

The disciples were concerned about Jesus’ physical well-being, 
offering him food. They were still thinking about immediate needs, 
while Jesus was more focused on spiritual needs. The difference 
between their view and Jesus’ becomes clearer.

Reflection:Often times, our vision is limited to what is physical or 
immediate, but Jesus teaches us to look beyond the
momentary needs. What is most important to Him is the eternal 
life that He offers to those who seek Him.

John 4:32
“But he said to them, ‘I have food you know nothing 
about.’”

Jesus responds by saying that He has a different food, something 
that is not visible to the natural eyes. He is referring to His 
spiritual mission, the will of God and the work of bringing 
salvation to people, something that satisfies more than any 
physical food.

Reflection:Jesus teaches us that true satisfaction comes from 
doing God’s will. When we are engaged in His mission, we find 
purpose and satisfaction that the world cannot offer.

John 4:33
“Then the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone 
brought him food?”

The disciples were confused about what Jesus meant when He 
spoke of a food they were unfamiliar with. They were thinking only 
of physical food and were concerned about Jesus’ well-being. This 
confusion shows how they
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they did not yet fully understand the spiritual nature of Jesus' 
mission and His words.

Reflection:We often focus on our immediate, physical needs, but 
Jesus teaches us to look at our spiritual needs. He challenges us to 
go beyond our limited understanding and seek a deeper 
understanding of His purpose.

John 4:34
“Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to finish his work.’”

Jesus makes it clear to His disciples that His “food” is to do God’s 
will and complete His mission. He is not talking about physical 
food, but about something more important: doing God’s will and 
bringing salvation to the lost. Jesus reveals that His sustenance 
and purpose come from obeying the Father and fulfilling the work 
God has given Him.

Reflection:Jesus teaches us that our greatest nourishment, our 
true satisfaction, comes from living according to God’s will. When 
we are aligned with His mission, we find purpose and joy that 
nothing else can offer.

John 4:35
“Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then harvest?’ 
Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest.”

Jesus uses an agricultural metaphor to make a profound point. 
The disciples thought there was still time until the harvest, but 
Jesus instructs them to look around and realize that the 
“harvest” (the people ready to hear the gospel message) is already 
there, ready to be gathered. He points to the immediate need to 
evangelize and reach the lost.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Reflection:We often put off what God is calling us to do, thinking 
we have time. However, Jesus is calling us to act now. The world is 
in need of hearing the Good News, and the harvest is ready. May 
we be quicker to respond to God’s call.

John 4:36
“And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal 
life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice 
together.”

Jesus emphasizes the reward for those who participate in God’s 
work. Those who sow the word and those who reap the fruits of 
that sowing have the same reward: eternal life. He emphasizes the 
joy shared by those who work for the Kingdom of God, whether by 
sowing or by reaping.

Reflection:God’s work is collaborative, and everyone has an 
important role, whether sowing or reaping. Everyone is equally 
rewarded for their participation in spreading the gospel. The joy in 
God’s work is something everyone can share, regardless of their 
role.

John 4:37
“For in this case the saying is true: One sows, and another 
reaps.”

Jesus refers to a popular saying, reminding us that on many 
occasions the person who sows is not the same person who reaps. 
This is an important principle in missionary and evangelistic work. 
We are not always the ones who see the fruits of the work we 
begin, but this does not diminish the importance of sowing.

Reflection:Sometimes our part in God's work is to sow the word, 
and other times we will see the fruits. The important thing is
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knowing that every part of the process is valuable. We must be 
faithful in sowing, knowing that God can use others to reap.

John 4:38
“I sent you to reap that which you have not labored for; others 
have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

Jesus teaches that the disciples were reaping the fruits of a work 
that others had begun before them, such as the prophets or the 
disciples of John the Baptist. They were not starting from 
scratch, but were benefiting from the work of many others. This 
shows how the gospel spread over time, with several 
generations contributing to the harvest.

Reflection:When we participate in God’s work, we are often 
benefiting from the work of others who have come before us. 
This reminds us of the importance of working together and how 
God’s work is built across generations.

John 4:39
“And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in him because 
of the word of the woman who testified, saying, ‘He told me all that 
I ever did.’”

The Samaritan woman’s testimony had a significant impact. Many 
Samaritans began to believe in Jesus because they heard about 
what He had done in her life. The woman, who had previously 
been rejected by society, now became a powerful witness to the 
transforming power of Jesus.

Reflection:Our personal testimony can be a powerful tool in 
leading others to Christ. What God has done in our lives can be 
the key to opening the hearts of those who do not yet know Him. 
Never underestimate the power of your testimony.
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John 4:40
“So when they came to him, they asked him to stay with them; 
and he stayed there two days.”

The Samaritans, moved by faith and curiosity, invite Jesus to spend 
more time with them. They do not just want to listen, but they 
want to be closer to Jesus and learn more from Him. Jesus accepts 
the invitation, showing His willingness to reach out to everyone, 
without barriers.

Reflection:Jesus does not limit Himself to those who already 
know Him; He draws near to those who seek Him with all their 
hearts. In the same way, we must be welcoming and willing to 
share God’s truth with everyone, without discrimination.

John 4:41
“And many more believed in him because of his word.”

In addition to the impact of the Samaritan woman, many other 
Samaritans are now believing in Jesus, not only because of her 
testimony, but also because of the direct word of Jesus. The 
testimony of Jesus has a power that goes beyond any human 
word.

Reflection:The Word of Jesus has the power to transform hearts 
and lives. Human testimony is important, but it is the truth of 
Christ that truly brings transformation. We must trust in the power 
of His word to impact the world.

John 4:42
“And they said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying: for we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is 
indeed the Saviour of the world.”
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The Samaritans, after hearing Jesus, no longer needed the 
woman's testimony to believe. They recognized Jesus as the 
Savior of the world. They went from a faith based on human 
testimony to a personal faith, after a direct experience with Jesus.

Reflection:Our faith must always be nourished by our personal 
experience with Jesus, not just by the words of others. While the 
testimony of others is important, our own relationship with 
Christ is what truly transforms us.

John 4:43
“And after two days he departed from there to Galilee.”

After spending two days with the Samaritans, Jesus continues on 
His way to Galilee. This shows Jesus’ commitment to reaching out 
to everyone, regardless of their background. He makes no 
distinction between Jews and Samaritans, but offers Himself to all 
who seek the truth.

Reflection:Jesus teaches us not to make distinctions between 
people, but to reach out to everyone with God’s love. God’s work is 
for everyone, without exception, and we must reflect this in our 
actions and attitudes.

John 4:44
“For Jesus himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his 
own country.”

Jesus refers to a popular saying, noting that prophets are often 
not well received in their own towns. He knew that although He 
was recognized in some regions, in the areas where He grew up, 
many would not accept Him as the Messiah. This verse points to 
the resistance Jesus would face, especially in His own town of 
Nazareth.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Reflection:Often times, the people closest to us, such as family and 
friends, can be the hardest to accept when we change or when we 
bring the messages we bring. Jesus teaches us that acceptance and 
honor will not always come from where we expect, but that should 
not discourage us.

John 4:45
“When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having 
seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the festival, for they 
had also gone to the festival.”

The Galileans, upon hearing of Jesus’ miracles in Jerusalem during 
the feast, welcomed him with enthusiasm. They were impressed 
by the signs and wonders Jesus had performed, but this did not 
necessarily indicate genuine faith. They were more focused on 
the miracles than on the true message of Jesus.

Reflection:Sometimes we are drawn to God’s miracles or 
blessings, but we must remember that Jesus wants us to follow 
Him not just for the signs, but for who He is and His message of 
salvation. Our faith must be based on a genuine relationship, not 
just on temporal blessings.

John 4:46
“So he came to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. 
Now a certain royal official was there whose son was sick at 
Capernaum.”

Jesus returns to Cana, the place where he performed the miracle 
of turning water into wine. An officer of the king, probably a 
nobleman or person in some public office, comes to Jesus seeking 
healing for his son, who was seriously ill in Capernaum, a nearby 
city.

Reflection:This man, though he was probably in a prestigious 
position, humbles himself by seeking Jesus for help.
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This teaches us that regardless of our social position or status, 
we are all searching for answers to our deepest needs. Jesus is 
always available to help.

John 4:47
“When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he 
went to him and asked him to come and heal his son, for he was at the 
point of death.”

The officer had great faith in Jesus, to the point of making a long 
journey to ask for help. He knew that Jesus had the power to heal 
and hoped that He would come to his home to heal his son, who 
was on the verge of death.

Reflection:When we go through moments of despair, like the 
officer, we must be courageous and seek Jesus with all our faith. 
Jesus responds to those who have faith, and He is always willing 
to listen and help, no matter the circumstances.

John 4:48
“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you people see signs and wonders, 
you will never believe.’”

Jesus makes an important observation about the nature of 
people’s faith. He realizes that many believe in Jesus only because 
of miracles and signs, not because they have a deep and true 
understanding of who He is. Faith based only on signs is 
superficial and needs greater depth.

Reflection:Jesus challenges us to go beyond faith that depends 
on signs and miracles. Our faith must be based on trust and 
genuine knowledge of God, even when we don’t see miracles 
happening. We must learn to trust God, not for what He can do 
for us, but for who He is.
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John 4:49
“The king's officer said to him, ‘Sir, come down before my son 
dies.’”

The officer, desperate, begs Jesus to come immediately and heal 
his son before it is too late. His faith is clear, he believes that 
Jesus can save his son, but he does not yet fully understand 
Jesus' power. He thinks that Jesus needs to be physically present 
to perform the miracle.

Reflection:The officer's request reflects our hearts when we are 
going through difficulties. Many times, we do not know how God 
can act, but our faith must be constant, even when we do not 
understand the "how" or the "why." The important thing is to 
know that God has the power to do the impossible.

John 4:50
“Jesus said to him, ‘Go, your son will live.’ And the man believed the word 
that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.”

Jesus, without going to the officer's house, simply declares that 
his son is alive. The officer, by faith, believes Jesus' word and 
begins to return home. His faith was enough to believe Jesus' 
word, without seeing any immediate sign.

Reflection:Jesus’ word has power, and He doesn’t need anything 
else to accomplish His will. The officer believed without needing to 
see the miracle happen immediately. This teaches us that true 
faith is trusting God solely by His word, without waiting for proof 
or signs.

John 4:51
“And as he was going, his servants met him, and told him, 
saying, Your son lives.”
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On the way back, the officer meets his servants who bring him the 
good news: his son is alive! This confirms Jesus' word and shows 
that, even without being physically present, Jesus' power had no 
limits. The miracle had already happened.

Reflection:The fact that the miracle happened while the officer was 
still on his way home is a reminder that with God, there is no 
distance or barriers that can stop His power. He works wherever He 
is, and our faith in His power does not require a physical presence.

John 4:52
“Then he asked at what hour he began to get better, and they said to 
him, Yesterday at one o'clock the fever left him.”

The officer asks about the exact moment when his son began to 
improve, and the servants confirm that it was exactly at the time 
Jesus said he would live. This detail confirms the authenticity of 
the miracle and the authority of Jesus' word.

Reflection:When we trust God and His word, we see how He 
acts precisely and effectively. God’s timing is never wrong, and 
He always acts at the right time, according to His perfect will.

John 4:53
“Then the father knew that it was the same hour in which Jesus had said to 
him, ‘Your son lives.’ And he believed, and so did his whole household.”

The officer, upon realizing that the miracle happened exactly as 
Jesus said, has his faith confirmed. Not only he, but his entire 
household believes in Jesus. The miracle led everyone to recognize 
the divinity of Christ.
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Reflection:Jesus’ miracle not only saved the life of his son, but also 
brought an entire family to faith. This shows us that God’s miracles 
can have a lasting impact, affecting not just an individual’s life, but 
their entire household.

John 4:54
“This again was the second sign that Jesus did after he came from 
Judea to Galilee.”

This miracle of healing is described as the second sign that 
Jesus performed in Galilee. The first was the miracle of the 
water being turned into wine, and now this sign further 
confirms Jesus' authority and power.

Reflection:Jesus' signs are intended to reveal His glory and divine 
authority. Every miracle and action of His has a greater purpose: 
to help us believe in Him as the Savior and Son of God.

Final Reflection on John 4

This chapter presents us with a powerful lesson about true faith, 
trust in Jesus, and the impact He can have on our lives. The royal 
official, in seeking Jesus, demonstrated a faith that was not based 
on appearances or the need to see a miracle happen before his 
eyes, but rather trusted fully in the word of Christ. He believed 
before he saw the result and, as a result, experienced not only the 
healing of his son, but also the transformation of his life and that of 
his entire household.

The story challenges us to reflect on the depth of our own faith. 
We often look for tangible signs and evidence to believe, but Jesus 
teaches us that true faith goes beyond visible miracles. It is based 
on trusting in His word and His power, even when we cannot 
immediately see the answer.
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Furthermore, the conversion of the officer’s entire household is a 
reminder that God’s acts in our lives can have a multiplier effect, 
affecting those around us. The miracle was not only for the officer, 
but also for his family. This shows us that our faith can positively 
impact the people around us.

Therefore, the central message of this chapter is that in times of 
need, we should seek Jesus with confidence, believing that He has 
the power to act, even without the need for immediate evidence. 
And by trusting in His word, we can experience profound 
transformations, not only in our lives, but also in the lives of those 
around us.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 5 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In this passage from John 5, Jesus confronts the Jewish religious 
leaders about their lack of true faith and understanding of the 
Scriptures. He questions how it is possible that they seek glory 
from one another, instead of seeking the glory that comes from 
God, and reveals that if they truly believed in Moses, they would 
also believe in Him, for the Scriptures point to His coming. Jesus 
points out that the leaders themselves, by not recognizing who He 
is, are disobeying the Word of God, for the message of Moses and 
the prophets always pointed to Him as the Messiah. This passage is 
a critique of religious hypocrisy and an invitation to genuine faith, 
which recognizes Jesus as the fulfillment of God's promises.

John 5:1
"After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem."
This verse introduces us to the setting of an important event in 
Jerusalem, a Jewish festival, possibly the Passover, although the 
text does not specifically mention which one. The idea of   Jesus 
"going up" to Jerusalem is common, since the city was located on 
higher ground than other parts of Israel.

Reflection:Jesus, although being the Son of God, participated in 
the ordinary life of his people, aligning himself with their 
traditions and festivities. He was present, even though his 
mission was much greater than a simple religious event.

John 5:2
"Now there was in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is 
called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches."
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Here the gospel introduces us to a specific location in Jerusalem: 
the pool of Bethesda. This pool was known for its healing water, 
which, according to tradition, was stirred by an angel at certain 
times, and those who stepped into the water would be healed. 
The fact that it had five pavilions indicates that it was a large 
place, capable of accommodating many people.

Reflection:The pool of Bethesda was a place of waiting and 
hope for many, but it was still limited in its ability to heal. 
Jesus, however, is the true healer, who goes beyond human 
expectations.

John 5:3
"In this place lay a multitude of sick people, blind, lame, 
paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the waters."
Here John describes the situation of suffering and hope of those 
around the pool. The people were waiting for the opportunity to 
be healed by the stirring water, but at the same time they were 
helpless, with no solution for their afflictions.

Reflection:This verse reminds us of the reality of human life: we 
are all, in some way, waiting for something to heal us, to 
transform us, but often in places and practices that have no 
power to truly transform us. Only in Christ do we find true 
healing.

John 5:4
"For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and 
troubled the water: and whosoever first after the troubled water 
stepped into it was healed of whatsoever disease he had."
Here, the gospel explains to us the popular belief that an angel 
came down and stirred the waters of the pool. Those who 
managed to be the first to enter after the stirring of the water 
were healed. This was an act full of mysticism and
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competition, where the cure was available to only one each time 
the water was moved.

Reflection:The healing by the agitated water represented a 
temporary and limited solution. Jesus, on the other hand, offers 
eternal healing for everyone, without limitations. His healing 
does not depend on a "right time" or specific conditions.

John 5:5
"And there was a man there who had been ill for 38 years."

This verse introduces a man who had been suffering from an illness 
for 38 years. This gives us an idea of   how much he was suffering 
and waiting for his cure. The long duration of his illness emphasizes 
the gravity of the situation and the hopelessness of someone who 
has been without answers for so long.

Reflection:Prolonged suffering can lead to despair, but as we 
will see, encountering Jesus brings the true solution. It doesn’t 
matter how long we have been dealing with a problem; Jesus’ 
answer is always more powerful.

John 5:6
"When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been there 
a long time, he asked him, 'Do you want to get well?'"
Jesus, upon seeing the man, asks him if he wants to be healed. 
This may seem like an obvious question, but it goes beyond that. 
Jesus is challenging the man to reflect on his own desire to 
change and his willingness to receive the healing He offers.

Reflection:Jesus’ question is profound. Sometimes, the person 
who suffers may become accustomed to their condition or feel 
helpless to the point of not believing that healing is possible. Jesus 
challenges us to truly want to be healed and transformed.
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John 5:7
"The sick man answered him, Sir, I have no one to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am coming, another 
steps down before me."
The man responds with an explanation about his powerlessness 
to achieve a cure. He explains that there is no one to help him 
get into the tank in time and that others always get there before 
him.

Reflection:Man reveals his loneliness and his sense of 
helplessness. Many times in our lives we can feel like him: without 
help, without hope. But when we meet Jesus, we find the one who 
offers us true help, which does not depend on others.

John 5:8
"Jesus said to him, Get up, take up your bed and walk." Jesus 
gives a clear and direct order: get up, take up your bed and 
walk. This order not only heals the man physically, but also 
challenges him to act, to leave his position of passivity and faith 
in the word of Jesus.

Reflection:Jesus’ command is simple, yet powerful. Sometimes our 
healing and transformation depend on obeying His word, even 
when it seems impossible or beyond our understanding. Faith in 
Jesus is what makes this possible.

John 5:9
"Immediately the man found himself healed, and he took up his 
bed and walked. And that day was the Sabbath." Immediately, 
the man is healed, taking up his bed and walking, evidencing 
the instantaneous power of Jesus. However, the detail that this 
happened on the Sabbath will be important for the reaction of 
the religious leaders, since healing on that day was considered 
a violation of the Sabbath law.
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Reflection:Jesus’ healing is not just a physical miracle, but also a 
challenge to religious traditions that limit God’s power. Human 
expectations about how God acts can often be challenged by the 
way He chooses to act.

John 5:10
"Then said the Jews unto him, This is the sabbath day, and it is not lawful 
for thee to carry thy bed."
The religious leaders criticized the man for carrying his bed on the 
Sabbath, which they considered a violation of the law. They were 
so focused on the rules that they failed to see the miracle that 
happened before them.

Reflection:The criticism from religious leaders reflects how 
rules and traditions can often blind us to what God is doing in 
the present. Jesus came to free us from these limitations and 
show that God’s compassion and power are above all human 
law.

John 5:11
"He answered them, He that made me whole, he said unto me, Take up 
thy bed, and walk."
The man, who had been healed by Jesus, explains that he was 
instructed to take up his bed and walk by the one who healed him. 
He did not know who it was at first, but he was obeying the 
command of one who had the power to heal him.

Reflection:The man did not know who had healed him, but he 
followed the instructions given. Sometimes obedience to God does 
not come with complete understanding, but trusting in His power 
brings transformation. Healing begins with obedience to what He 
commands us, even without knowing how He will do it.
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John 5:12
"They asked him, 'Who is the man who said to you, "Take up your 
bed and walk?"'
The people around wanted to know who had given the man this 
order. They were more concerned about the breaking of tradition 
than about the miracle that had been performed.

Reflection:Too often, we are quick to question the “who” and 
“how” of something without noticing the miracle happening in 
front of us. The Pharisees were more concerned about breaking a 
rule than they were about the wonder of the healing Jesus 
performed.

John 5:13
"But he who had been healed did not know who he was, because 
there was a crowd in the place where Jesus had withdrawn." The 
man did not know who had healed him, for Jesus quickly withdrew 
because of the large crowd. The emphasis here is that the man did 
not yet know Jesus personally.

Reflection:Jesus does not seek human recognition or fame. 
He performs miracles out of compassion, not to be exalted. 
Jesus often acts in our lives before we even fully know who He 
is.

John 5:14
"Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, 'See, 
you are well. Sin no more, or something worse will happen to 
you.'"
Jesus meets the man in the temple and encourages him to live 
righteously, warning him not to commit any more sins, as this 
could result in something worse for him.

Reflection:Physical healing is not the end of Jesus’ work. He is 
concerned with the whole human being: body, soul and spirit. 
Here, He also teaches us that in order to live a full life, it is 
necessary to abandon sin, because it has consequences.
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John 5:15
"The man went and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 
made him well."
After learning that Jesus had healed him, the man now reveals 
Jesus' identity to the religious leaders. This marks the moment 
when the man begins to recognize the importance of the one who 
had performed the miracle in his life.

Reflection:By knowing the truth about Jesus, man becomes a 
witness to Him. Our encounter with Christ is not to be kept secret, 
but to be shared. When God does something in our lives, He 
expects us to be witnesses to His power.

John 5:16
"And for this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, because he did these things 
on the Sabbath."
The Jewish leaders began to persecute Jesus because He had 
healed on the Sabbath, which, to them, was a violation of the law 
of Sabbath rest.

Reflection:Religion and rigidity in tradition can blind people to 
the true work of God. The Pharisees were so focused on keeping 
the rules that they missed the miracle that was happening. God’s 
true work goes beyond human rules and brings life, not death.

John 5:17
"But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work."
Jesus responds that God the Father continues to work every day, 
and He, the Son, follows the Father's example. He makes it clear 
that His action on the Sabbath was not a violation of the law, but a 
continuation of God's work, which does not stop.
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Reflection:God’s work never ceases. Jesus teaches us that we 
should not limit God’s actions to our own limitations. God’s work 
is not tied to schedules, places, or rules, because He is always 
active, caring for and transforming people’s lives.

John 5:18
"Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the Sabbath but also said that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God."
The Jewish leaders were even more infuriated by Jesus’ response. 
Not only did He heal on the Sabbath, but He also declared 
Himself to be the Son of God, which to them was blasphemy, as 
He was equating Himself with God.

Reflection:The point of greatest conflict here is the identity of 
Jesus. He is not just a prophet or teacher, but the very Son of God. 
By claiming His deity, Jesus is calling people to recognize that He 
is the promised Messiah.

John 5:19
"Then Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth 
the Father doing: for whatsoever he doeth, these doeth the Son 
also in like manner."
Jesus explains that although He is the Son of God, He does 
everything according to the Father's will. He does not act 
independently, but in perfect unity with the Father.

Reflection:The unity between the Father and the Son is central to 
Jesus’ ministry. He does not act on his own, but as one with the 
Father. This teaches us that our lives should be guided by God’s 
will, acting in harmony with Him.
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John 5:20
"For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all things that he himself 
does; and he will show him greater works than these, that you may 
marvel."
Jesus reveals that the Father loves the Son and reveals all things to 
Him. He also promises that the Father will show even greater works, 
which indicated that even more miracles and signs were yet to 
come.

Reflection:The love between the Father and the Son is the basis 
for all of Jesus’ work. This love reveals God’s plans for humanity. 
Jesus always had a divine purpose, and through Him we see the 
continuity of God’s plan of salvation.

John 5:21
"For as the Father raises the dead and gives life, even so the 
Son gives life to whom He will."
Jesus speaks of His divine power to give life, just as the Father 
does. He claims that He has the authority to give life to whomever 
He wishes, including raising the dead.

Reflection:Jesus’ statement that He has the power to give life is a 
powerful declaration of His deity. He is not just a man, but has 
authority over life and death, revealing His divine nature. This 
reminds us that our lives are in His hands and that He has the 
power to restore and transform us.

John 5:22
"Furthermore, the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the 
Son."
Here, Jesus reveals to us that the Father, God, does not 
exercise direct judgment over anyone. He has given this 
authority of judgment to the Son, that is, to Jesus. The Father, 
then, gave the Son the responsibility of judging human beings 
at the end of time.
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Reflection:Jesus did not come to condemn, but to save. He has 
the authority to judge, but His goal is to bring salvation to all who 
accept Him. This shows the immense grace of God, who places the 
responsibility of judgment in the hands of His Son, who became 
human and understands our weaknesses.

John 5:23
"That all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. Whoever does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him." Jesus states 
that honoring the Son is the same thing as honoring the Father. There is 
no distinction between the respect due to God the Father and the Son. If 
someone does not recognize and honor Jesus, he is also not honoring the 
Father who sent Him.

Reflection:The relationship between the Father and the Son is a 
perfect unity. To honor Jesus is to recognize His divinity and 
mission, for He is the revelation of the Father. We cannot claim to 
love God without recognizing Jesus as His Son and Savior. They 
are inseparable in His divine work.

John 5:24
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life; and shall 
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 
life."
Jesus explains that those who hear His word and believe in the 
Father who sent Him have the promise of eternal life. They have 
already passed from spiritual death to life, that is, salvation is 
guaranteed to those who believe in Jesus and accept His teaching.

Reflection:Salvation is given by faith in Christ. It is not just an 
abstract concept, but a real transformation from spiritual death to 
eternal life. This promise of eternal life is not just for the future, but 
begins in the present, the moment we accept Christ.
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John 5:25
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they 
that hear shall live."
Jesus prophesies of a time when the dead will hear His voice and be 
resurrected. This refers not only to physical death, but also to the 
spiritual resurrection of the dead in sin. Those who hear His word 
and accept it will pass from death to life.

Reflection:Jesus has the power to bring life where there is death. 
His voice is able to spiritually resurrect those who are dead in their 
sins. This promise of life is not limited to the physically dead, but 
reaches all those who are spiritually dead and hear His word.

John 5:26
"For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself;"
Here Jesus asserts that just as the Father has life in Himself, He 
too, as the Son of God, possesses the same authority to give life. 
He is the source of life, not just an agent of life.

Reflection:Jesus’ life is not derived from another source; He is 
the very source of life. This demonstrates His full deity. The 
eternal life He offers is self-sufficient, because He Himself 
possesses it. Our spiritual and eternal life depends on Him, for it 
is He who gives us true life.

John 5:27
"And he has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son 
of Man."
Jesus confirms that he has received the authority from the Father to 
judge human beings, and this authority is linked to the fact that
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He is the "Son of Man," a messianic title that expresses His 
humanity and His connection to humanity.

Reflection:Jesus, being fully God and fully man, has the authority 
to judge all human beings. He is the mediator between God and 
men, able to judge justly because he has experienced human life 
and understands our struggles.

John 5:28
"Do not marvel at this, for the hour is coming in which all who are 
in the tombs will hear his voice,"
Jesus speaks of the great resurrection at the end of time, when 
all, both the righteous and the unrighteous, will hear His voice. 
He urges people not to be amazed, for this event is destined to 
happen.

Reflection:The resurrection of all the dead is a reality that awaits 
us all. It calls us to live with a focus on eternity, knowing that the 
present time is not everything. The voice of Jesus will bring eternal 
life to all, whether for salvation or judgment.

John 5:29
"And they that have done good shall come forth, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment."

Jesus details that there will be two resurrections: one for the 
righteous, who will be resurrected to eternal life, and another for 
the unrighteous, who will be resurrected to judgment and eternal 
condemnation.

Reflection:The life we   live now has eternal consequences. What 
we do with Jesus and how we live for Him will determine our 
ultimate destiny. God’s judgment will be just, and based on our 
response to the gospel, we will be raised to life or to 
condemnation.
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John 5:30
"I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 
judgment is just: because I seek not mine own will, but the will of 
him that sent me." Jesus states that He does not act on His own, 
but follows the will of the Father. He is completely submissive to 
the Father in all decisions and actions, and His judgment is always 
just because it is in line with the divine will.

Reflection:Jesus’ authority in judgment comes from His complete 
submission to the Father’s will. When we seek God’s will and not 
our own, our decisions and actions can also be righteous. God’s 
righteousness is perfect because He never acts out of personal 
interests, but out of His good and perfect will.

John 5:31
"If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true."

Jesus teaches us that His testimony is not based solely on what 
He says about Himself. He points to other testimonies to validate 
His mission and identity.

Reflection:Jesus’ testimony about Himself is supported not only 
by His words, but by other testimonies that confirm who He is. 
Likewise, our testimonies about God’s truth must be supported 
by life and actions to be truly valid.

John 5:32
"There is another who testifies about me, and I know that the 
testimony he gives about me is true."
Jesus is referring to the Father’s testimony, which confirms His 
identity and mission. He is affirming that God’s witness is true 
and trustworthy.
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Reflection:God’s testimony is the greatest authority on the life of 
Jesus. God the Father is the source of all truth, and the 
confirmation of His word is trustworthy. By hearing and believing 
God’s testimony, we can have confidence that we are in the truth.

John 5:33
"You sent messengers to John, and he bore witness to the truth."

Here, Jesus begins by speaking about the testimony of John 
the Baptist. John was a great preacher and prophet who 
testified to the truth about Jesus, pointing to Him as the 
Messiah, the one who would come to save the people.

Reflection:John the Baptist was faithful to his mission of pointing 
to Christ. In the same way, we are called to bear witness to the 
truth of Jesus, not seeking self-glory, but always pointing to Him 
as the Savior.

John 5:34
"But I receive no man's testimony: but these things I say, that ye 
might be saved."
Jesus explains that although John gave great testimony about Him, 
Jesus does not need the testimony of any man. He is God and has 
His own authority. However, He mentions John so that people will 
believe and be saved.

Reflection:Salvation does not depend on what men say about 
Jesus, but on accepting God's testimony. Jesus, as the Son of God, 
is the supreme and eternal truth, and it is through Him that we 
find salvation. Human testimony can guide us, but the word of 
God is the only one that can transform.
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John 5:35
"He was the lamp that burned and gave light; and you were willing 
to rejoice for a while in his light."
Jesus referred to John as a lamp that illuminated people with the 
truth, but John’s light was temporary. He prepared the way for the 
true light that would be revealed in Jesus. Many rejoiced for a time 
in John’s ministry, but they did not continue to follow the true light.

Reflection:The word of God, like John's lamp, illuminates our 
paths. However, it is Jesus, the true light, who can guide our 
lives definitively. We must always seek the true light, and not 
be content with a temporary light.

John 5:36
"But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which 
the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear 
witness of me, that the Father hath sent me."
Jesus is saying that His authority and mission are confirmed not 
only by John’s testimony, but by the mighty works He does, 
which are a direct reflection of the Father’s will. The healings, 
miracles, and signs He performed testify that He is the Son of 
God.

Reflection:Jesus’ works are indisputable proof of His divine 
authority. Likewise, our actions should reflect our faith and our 
relationship with Christ. Our good works, done with a pure heart, 
should point to the glory of God.

John 5:37
"And the Father which sent me, he himself hath borne witness of me. Ye 
have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his face;"
Here Jesus claims that the Father, God Himself, testifies about 
Him. However, the Jewish leaders had not heard the voice

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



of God nor seen His face, because they did not recognize Jesus as 
the Son sent by God.

Reflection:God’s testimony about Jesus is clear, but often our 
spiritual eyes are blinded. The Father confirms the divinity of 
Jesus, but we must open our hearts and ears to hear His voice. 
Faith in Christ is the key to seeing and hearing God’s truth.

John 5:38
"And His word is not in you, because whom He sent you 
do not believe."
Jesus points out that the Scriptures and the word of God were not 
within them, for they were not willing to believe in the One whom 
God had sent, that is, Jesus. Unbelief blocked true understanding.

Reflection:The word of God must dwell deeply within us, but it can 
only enter and transform our lives when we believe in Jesus. 
Unbelief prevents the word of God from transforming us, and it 
separates us from the true light.

John 5:39
"Search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal 
life; and they are they which testify of Me."
Jesus tells the religious leaders that they have been studying the 
Scriptures, seeking eternal life in them, but they have not realized 
that the Scriptures testify of Him, the Savior. The Scriptures point 
to Christ as the source of eternal life.

Reflection:Studying the Bible is essential, but we need to 
understand that the Bible points us to Christ. It is a guide that 
leads us to true life, which we only find in Jesus. We must read 
the Scriptures with an open heart so that we can discover the 
revelation of Christ in them.
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John 5:40
"And you will not come to me that you may have life." Jesus 
laments that even though the religious leaders know the 
Scriptures, they refuse to come to Him, who is the true source of 
life. They seek in the Scriptures something that only Jesus can 
offer.

Reflection:Eternal life cannot be found in any other source than 
Jesus. Too often, we look in the wrong places for what only He can 
give us. We must draw near to Him, who is the true source of life, 
and not be content with knowledge without transformation.

John 5:41
"I do not receive glory from men;"
Jesus states that He does not seek recognition or honor from 
men. His mission is not to be exalted by people, but to fulfill 
the will of the Father. He is not driven by human approval.

Reflection:Jesus’ true motivation was always to please the Father 
and fulfill His will. Our lives should also be lived not to seek the 
approval of others, but to glorify God. When we live for Him, our 
actions reflect His love and purpose.

John 5:42
"But I know that you do not have the love of God in you."
Jesus declares that although He knows them well, He knows that 
the religious leaders do not have the love of God in their hearts. 
They are driven by personal interests rather than genuine love for 
God.

Reflection:God’s love should be the basis of everything we do. 
When we do not have God’s love in our hearts, our actions become 
distorted, and our religion becomes empty. We must ask God to fill 
our hearts.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



with His love so that we can live according to His will.

John 5:43
"I came in my Father's name, and you did not receive me. If another 
comes in his own name, him you will receive."
Jesus explains that He came in the name of the Father and should 
therefore be welcomed, but the leaders did not accept Him. 
However, if someone came in his own name, as a leader who 
exalted himself, they would accept him. This shows that people 
often seek power and authority that does not come from God.

Reflection:Sometimes we are drawn to people who tell us what 
we want to hear or who present themselves with authority. But 
true authority comes from God, and we must learn to recognize 
those who speak in His name. Jesus, who came from the Father, is 
the only one who has true authority.

John 5:44
"How can you believe, who receive glory from one another, and do 
not seek the glory that comes from the only God?" In this verse, 
Jesus confronts the attitude of the religious leaders, who were 
more concerned with receiving recognition and honor from one 
another than seeking the glory that comes from God. They were 
more concerned with human approval than with what really 
mattered: God's honor.

Reflection:We are often tempted to seek recognition and praise 
from those around us, rather than seeking to please God. We 
must remember that our true motivation should always be to 
glorify God and do His will, not to seek human glory.
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John 5:45
"Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; there is one 
who will accuse you, even Moses, in whom you trust."
Jesus clarifies that He does not need to accuse them before God. 
Instead, Moses, whom they revered, will be the witness against 
them. The religious leaders were trying to follow the law of 
Moses, but they were rejecting the message that Moses himself 
pointed out, which is Jesus.

Reflection:People often try to rely on traditions or religious 
figures to justify their actions, but in reality, these traditions 
should lead us to Christ. Moses pointed to Jesus as the Messiah, 
and those who do not recognize Jesus, even though they know 
the Scriptures, are going against the very teaching of Moses.

John 5:46
"For if you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote 
about me."
Here Jesus claims that Moses wrote about Him. If the religious 
leaders truly believed the Scriptures and the teaching of Moses, 
they would recognize Jesus as the Messiah, for Moses wrote about 
Him in several places (such as in Deuteronomy 18:15, where Moses 
speaks of a prophet like him who would come).

Reflection:God’s truth is consistent throughout Scripture. When 
we truly read and understand Scripture, we realize that the entire 
Bible points to Christ. We must delve deeper into the study of the 
Word to recognize Jesus in every page of it and fulfill God’s 
mission in our lives.

John 5:47
"But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my 
words?"
Jesus states that if the religious leaders did not believe in the
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that Moses wrote, could not believe the words of Jesus either. 
They were inconsistent in their faith, for they rejected the 
testimony of the Scriptures, which spoke clearly about Him.

Reflection:Faith is a commitment to the truth revealed in 
Scripture. If we reject one part of God’s Word, how can we accept 
the rest? True faith in Christ requires that we accept and believe 
all of God’s revelation, from the Old Testament to the New 
Testament.

Final Reflection on John 5

In this chapter, Jesus confronts the religious leaders about their 
lack of genuine faith and their emphasis on human recognition 
rather than the honor that comes from God. He reveals that by 
rejecting the Scriptures and, by extension, Himself, they were 
rejecting the message that Moses and the prophets had 
proclaimed. True faith in Christ requires the complete acceptance 
of God’s Word, from the Old Testament to the New Testament.

The lesson we can draw from this chapter is that we should not 
get lost in the superficialities of faith, such as seeking recognition 
or status among people, but should focus on pleasing God and 
living according to His will as revealed in the Scriptures. God’s 
Word is clear, and by studying it sincerely, we recognize that the 
entire Bible points to Jesus as the promised Messiah. If we seek 
the truth and glory that come from God, our faith becomes solid 
and true.

Therefore, our motivation should be to honor God, not to seek 
the approval of others. If we truly believe in God’s Word, we 
should live by it and testify to Jesus, just as the Scriptures teach 
us. Jesus is the fulfillment of all promises, and our faith should be 
centered on Him, for He is the key to truly understanding the 
Scriptures and God’s will.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 6 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In John chapter 6, Jesus teaches about the bread of life, stating 
that He is the true food that sustains eternal life. However, not 
everyone is able to understand and accept this profound teaching. 
In this particular passage (John 6:63-71), Jesus emphasizes that His 
words are spiritual and that only those to whom God gives 
understanding can believe in Him. While many disciples turn away, 
Peter, in an act of faith, recognizes that only Jesus has the words of 
eternal life. The passage also highlights the betrayal of Judas 
Iscariot, who, despite being close to Jesus, chooses to go his own 
way. This passage challenges us to reflect on our own response to 
Christ’s call, especially when His

teachings require a deep and radical commitment.

John 6:1
"After this, Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of   Galilee 
(that is, the Sea of   Tiberias)."
In this verse, we see Jesus on the move, crossing the Sea of   
Galilee. The place mentioned, the Sea of   Tiberias, is a familiar 
region. Jesus continues his ministry, not staying in one place, but 
going out to meet people.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us that despite difficulties or adversity, it is 
important to keep moving, reaching out to others with God's love 
and message. He is always willing to go where people need Him.

John 6:2
"And great multitudes followed him, because they saw the miracles which he 
did on them that were sick."
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People followed Jesus, drawn by the miracles and healings He 
performed. They saw the visible signs, but many of them still did 
not fully understand who He was and the deeper meaning of these 
miracles.

Reflection:
The desire for miracles and signs is natural, but we must also 
seek to understand the message behind these acts. Jesus not 
only heals the body, but also offers healing for the soul, inviting 
us to know Him more deeply.

John 6:3
"Jesus went up on the mountain and sat there with his 
disciples."
Here we see Jesus going to the mountain, a more secluded place 
where He could have a moment of fellowship and teaching with 
His disciples. He also uses this moment to prepare His followers 
for what was to come.

Reflection:
Jesus gives us the example of withdrawing to pray and spending 
quality time with those around us. We need moments of solitude 
to strengthen our faith and reflect on the mission God has 
entrusted to us.

John 6:4
"The Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near."
Passover, one of the most important festivals for the Jews, was 
approaching. This festival commemorated the liberation of the 
people of Israel from slavery in Egypt. This context prepares us for 
the greatest act of liberation, which would be the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

Reflection:
Easter represents liberation and redemption. The approach of this 
feast reminds everyone that Jesus came to
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free humanity from sin, offering true freedom through His death 
and resurrection.

John 6:5
"When Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming 
toward him, he said to Philip, 'Where shall we buy bread for 
these people to eat?'"
Jesus, seeing the crowd, asks Philip where they can buy bread. He 
knows what he is going to do, but he asks to test Philip's faith. 
Jesus wanted to see how the disciples would react to a situation 
that seemed impossible to resolve humanly.

Reflection:
Jesus often asks us questions to challenge us to trust Him in 
seemingly impossible situations. The Lord knows what to do, 
but He wants our faith to be strengthened as we face 
challenges.

John 6:6
"He said this to test him, because he knew very well what he was 
going to do."
Jesus knew that humanly there was no way to feed that great 
multitude, but He was testing Philip’s faith. This shows that Jesus 
does not act without a purpose, and even in the face of 
challenges, He invites us to trust Him.

Reflection:
God puts us in challenging situations not to overwhelm us, but to 
strengthen us and make us depend more on Him. When we 
encounter obstacles, it is an invitation to trust in God's power.

John 6:7
"Philip answered him, 'Two hundred denarii worth of bread is 
not enough for each of them to have a bite.'"
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Philip sees the problem in a practical way. He calculates that even 
with a large amount of money, it would not be enough to feed the 
crowd. Philip focuses on human limitations, not realizing that with 
Jesus, the impossible is possible.

Reflection:
When we face great challenges, it is easy to focus on our 
limitations. However, we must remember that in Christ, there are 
no limits. He is the God of the impossible, and our faith must go 
beyond the barriers we see.

John 6:8
"One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him,

Andrew, once again, is the disciple who tries to find a solution, 
even if it seems very small. He is responsible for finding a boy with 
five loaves of bread and two fish.

Reflection:
Sometimes we find solutions that seem small in the face of big 
problems, but we must remember that God can use what we 
have, no matter how small, to perform great miracles.

John 6:9
"Here is a boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish; but 
what are they among so many?"
Andrew presents the available solution: five loaves of bread and 
two fish. Although he has identified something, he still 
expresses doubt, asking, “What is this for so many people?” He 
sees scarcity, not the abundance that can come from Jesus.

Reflection:
Often, like Andrew, we find something, but we still wonder if it will 
be enough. However, the true
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The question is not how much we have, but who is with us. 
With Jesus, little is abundant.

John 6:10
"Jesus said, 'Have them sit down.' Now there was much grass in 
that place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in 
number.'"
Jesus commands the crowd to sit down, demonstrating His 
authority. He is about to perform a great miracle, and the 
command to sit down sets the stage for what is to come.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us to trust and obey His instructions, even when we 
don’t fully understand what He will do. When we follow His 
direction, He can perform wonders, even in the most unexpected 
moments.

John 6:11
"Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated, and likewise of the fish as 
much as they wanted."
In this verse, we see Jesus taking the five loaves and two fish, 
giving thanks to God, and distributing them to the crowd. The 
miracle of multiplication takes place as He acts with gratitude. This 
is a reminder that we should be grateful for everything we have, 
even the little things, because God can multiply our blessings.

Reflection:
Gratitude is a key to seeing God work in our lives. When Jesus 
gave thanks before performing the miracle, He demonstrated 
confidence in God’s power. In our difficulties, we should also be 
grateful, because this opens the space for God to work in our 
lives.
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John 6:12
"And when they were satisfied, he said to his disciples, 'Gather up 
the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost.'"
After everyone has eaten, Jesus asks them to collect the 
remaining pieces so that nothing is wasted. This gesture reveals 
Jesus' concern for good stewardship and for ensuring that there 
is no waste.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us to value and care for the resources He gives us. 
Even in the blessings we receive, He calls us to be good stewards 
and not to waste anything, reminding us that every blessing has a 
purpose.

John 6:13
"So they picked up and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of 
the five barley loaves that were left over after they had eaten."

The miracle is even more impressive: from five loaves and two 
fish, twelve baskets full of broken pieces were left over. The 
number twelve, which symbolizes perfection and completeness in 
Scripture, suggests that Jesus' power is abundant and sufficient 
for all needs.

Reflection:
God not only gives us enough, but blesses us with abundance. The 
number twelve reminds us that in Christ, every need is more than 
met. When He acts, His provision is always abundant and complete.

John 6:14
"When the men saw the sign that Jesus did, they said, 'This is truly 
the Prophet who was to come into the world.'"
When the people saw the miracle, they began to recognize Jesus 
as the promised prophet, the one who was to come to save the 
people. However, they still did not fully understand who He was 
and the meaning of His mission.
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Reflection:
People can often be drawn to the signs and miracles of God, but 
the invitation is for us to deeply understand who He is, not just 
by what He can do, but by who He is and the salvation He offers.

John 6:15
"Jesus, then, perceiving that they were about to come and take 
him by force to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain 
by himself."
Jesus knew that people wanted to make Him an earthly king, a 
figure of political power, but He retreated to the mountain, 
isolating Himself. He did not come to establish an earthly 
kingdom, but a spiritual kingdom. His mission was much deeper 
than human expectations.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us not to seek worldly recognition or power, but to 
fulfill God’s will. People often try to make Jesus fit their own desires 
and agendas, but Jesus calls us to live according to God’s purposes, 
not our own.

John 6:16
"When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea," Here 
the disciples, after the meal and the miracle, head to the sea. They 
go into the boat to cross the Lake of Galilee, and night is 
beginning to fall.

Reflection:
Sometimes, even after moments of great manifestation of God’s 
power, we are called to move forward. The journey of faith is not 
free from difficulties, but we know that, regardless of the 
situation, God is with us.
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John 6:17
"And they entered into a boat, and came to the other side of the 
sea, to Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come unto them."
The disciples cross the sea, but Jesus is not yet with them. The 
darkness and the absence of Jesus can symbolize moments in our 
lives when, despite everything we have experienced, we feel alone 
or without direction.

Reflection:
In times of darkness and uncertainty, we may feel the absence of 
Jesus, but we must remember that He never abandons us. Even 
when we don’t see Him, He is there for us, guiding us through the 
storms of life.

John 6:18
"And the sea was rising, because a strong wind was blowing." The 
crossing of the sea would not be easy. A strong wind arises, 
making the sea rough and making the disciples' journey more 
difficult. This represents the difficulties that arise in our life of 
faith.

Reflection:
Even when we face storms and difficulties, we must remember that 
Jesus has the power to calm any storm. The winds may blow 
strong, but He is always there to give us the peace we need.

John 6:19
"When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea and coming toward the boat, and they were 
terrified."
Jesus appears in a surprising way, walking on the water towards 
the disciples. They are frightened, because they did not expect to 
see Him in this way, but Jesus, once again, performs an 
extraordinary miracle.
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Reflection:
Jesus often acts in unexpected ways in our lives, surprising us 
with His way of working. We should not be afraid, but trust that 
He always comes to meet us, even in the most unexpected 
situations.

John 6:20
"But He said to them, 'It is I; do not be afraid.'"
Jesus, sensing the disciples’ fear, calms them with His words: “It is 
I; do not be afraid.” He assures them of His presence and power. 
Jesus’ words are always words of comfort and encouragement.

Reflection:
When we are in the midst of fear and uncertainty, Jesus’ words are 
a sure foundation. He reminds us that no matter the storm, He is 
with us and there is no reason to fear.

John 6:21
"So they gladly took him into the boat, and immediately the boat was 
at the land to which they were going."
When the disciples realize that it is Jesus, they welcome him into 
the boat. The boat immediately reaches its destination. Jesus’ 
presence transforms a difficult journey into a peaceful one.

Reflection:
Welcoming Jesus into our lives makes all the difference. He 
brings peace, direction, and helps us overcome any difficulty. 
When we welcome Him into our hearts, He leads us to our 
destiny of purpose and peace.

John 6:22
"The next day the crowd that had remained on the other side of the 
lake saw that there was only one boat there, and that Jesus
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had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone out 
alone."
The crowd, still on the other side of the sea, realizes that 
something is different. Jesus is not with the disciples, and they do 
not know where He is.

Reflection:
People often seek Jesus for their own interests, without fully 
understanding who He is. The crowd here gets lost in the details, 
without seeing the depth of what it really means to follow Jesus.

John 6:23
"Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had 
eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks."

Here the narrative describes how other boats arrived in the area 
where Jesus had multiplied the loaves and fishes. This shows that 
news of the miracle spread and more people came to seek Jesus. 
They were looking for the miracle, but not yet for a true 
understanding of what Jesus was offering.

Reflection:
Sometimes we seek Jesus only for the miracles or blessings, and 
not for who He really is. True faith is not just in what He can do 
for us, but in recognizing who He is as Savior and Lord.

John 6:24
"When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking 
for him."
The crowd realized that Jesus was no longer at the place 
where He had performed the miracle, so they began to look 
for Him in other boats, going to Capernaum, where they 
imagined He would be.
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Reflection:
The crowd’s search shows an attitude of curiosity and even need. 
People often move in search of Jesus because they have an 
insatiable desire for something more, but they do not always 
understand the depth of what He offers.

John 6:25
"And when they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to 
him, 'Rabbi, when did you come here?'"
Upon meeting Jesus, the crowd asks a question: "When did you get 
here?" They were curious about how He had crossed the sea, but 
their question is more superficial, without understanding the real 
reason for Jesus' presence.

Reflection:
Too often, we ask Jesus questions on the surface and don’t seek to 
understand the depth of His message. We should focus on seeking 
the purpose and teaching He has for our lives, rather than just 
looking for signs or explanations.

John 6:26
"Jesus answered them, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate the loaves and were 
filled.'"
Jesus responds to them by revealing that they were not seeking 
truth, but only material satisfaction, because they had been fed in 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes. He draws attention to the fact 
that they were more concerned with their physical needs than with 
what He represented spiritually.

Reflection:
Jesus calls us to focus not only on material blessings, but on 
seeking the kingdom of God and the truth He offers. Too often, 
we seek Jesus only to
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satisfy our immediate needs, without understanding that He is 
the eternal solution for our lives.

John 6:27
"Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For 
God the Father has sealed him."
Here, Jesus teaches that true food is not that which satisfies 
physical hunger, but the spiritual food that He offers, which 
gives eternal life. He presents Himself as the one who has the 
power to give this life, because He was sent by God to fulfill this 
mission.

Reflection:
We must focus on eternal things and not just temporal things. True 
satisfaction comes from Christ, who offers us eternal life, 
something that cannot be corrupted or lost like material things. 
Seek the spiritual nourishment that comes from Him, for it is the 
only thing that can fully satisfy our soul.

John 6:28
"Then they said to him, 'What must we do, to work the works of 
God?'"
The crowd, upon hearing about the food that gives eternal life, 
asks Jesus what they must do to accomplish the works of God. 
They seek to understand how they can achieve this purpose, but 
their question still reflects a superficial understanding of Jesus’ 
message.

Reflection:
It is common for us to try to “work” toward salvation or to please 
God through our own actions. However, Jesus is showing us that 
the way forward is not through our human efforts, but through 
accepting what He has already done for us.
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John 6:29
"Jesus answered them, 'This is the work of God, that you believe 
in the one he has sent.'"
Jesus directly answers the crowd’s question, saying that the work 
of God is to believe in Him, the One sent by God. He is making it 
clear that salvation and God’s approval do not come from external 
works, but from faith in Jesus Christ.

Reflection:
God’s work is not something we can achieve with our own 
strength, but it is a matter of faith. When we believe in Jesus, we 
are fulfilling God’s work. Salvation is by faith, not by works, and 
this is what Jesus wants us to understand.

John 6:30
"Then they said to him, 'What sign then do you show, that we may 
see and believe you? What work do you do?'"
They ask Jesus for a more convincing sign, as if He had not already 
performed enough miracles. This attitude reveals the hardness of 
heart of the crowd, who seek more signs instead of believing in 
what Jesus had already demonstrated.

Reflection:
Unbelief often leads us to ask for more proof, even when we 
have already seen God’s faithfulness in our lives. We must learn 
to trust Jesus by faith, without demanding constant signs to 
believe in what He can do for us.

John 6:31
"Our fathers ate manna in the wilderness, as it is written, 'God 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.'"
The crowd mentions the manna, which was given to the Israelites 
in the wilderness, as a sign that they too were expecting a
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kind of "food miracle." They try to compare Jesus' miracle to the 
manna that God gave to the people of Israel.

Reflection:
We often try to compare God’s blessings with what we have 
experienced in the past, as if what God did before was the only 
way to act. However, God always does new things in our lives, and 
His provision is different, but just as wonderful.

John 6:32
"Jesus said to them, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who 
gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven.'"
Jesus corrects their idea, saying that the manna did not come from 
Moses, but from God. He presents himself as the true bread from 
heaven, the spiritual sustenance that is given by God and that brings 
eternal life.

Reflection:
Jesus is the true bread that sustains us spiritually. Just as the 
manna sustained the Israelites in the desert, He is the sustenance 
for our souls, something far more important than any material 
provision.

John 6:33
"For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world."
Here Jesus reveals that He Himself is the bread of God, the one who 
came down from heaven. He came to give life to the world, not a 
temporary life, but an eternal life.

Reflection:
Jesus is the source of true life. He came to give us a life that goes 
beyond earthly existence; He offers us eternal life. When we accept 
Him, we feed on this heavenly bread and find true life.
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John 6:34
"They said to him, 'Sir, always give us this bread.'" The crowd, still 
not understanding what Jesus was saying, responds by asking, 
"Always give us this bread." They think Jesus is talking about a 
physical bread that would constantly feed them, but He is talking 
about the spiritual bread, the eternal life that He offers.

Reflection:
Many times, we ask God to satisfy our temporal needs, without 
understanding that He wants to give us something deeper and 
more lasting: His presence and salvation. The bread that Jesus 
offers is much more than physical food; He offers eternal life that 
can fill our inner emptiness.

John 6:35
"Jesus said to them, 'I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will 
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.'" 
Jesus responds by saying that He is the bread of life. Whoever comes to 
Him and believes in Him will never hunger or thirst spiritually. This 
means that when we accept Jesus, we find complete satisfaction in our 
souls, something that the world cannot offer.

Reflection:
Jesus promises to satisfy our spiritual hunger and thirst. Often, we 
try to fill this void with material things or by endlessly seeking 
fulfillment, but true satisfaction can only be found in Christ. He is 
the bread that feeds us eternally.

John 6:36
"But I told you that though you have seen me, you do not 
believe."
Jesus speaks with sadness, acknowledging that despite the
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multitudes stand before Him and witness His miracles, many still do 
not believe in Him. They do not understand that He is the Messiah, 
the Bread of Life.

Reflection:
Simply seeing the miracles of Jesus does not guarantee true 
faith. Faith is something that goes beyond seeing or feeling; it is 
an act of trust and surrender. We need not only to see the works 
of God, but also to fully believe in Him and His word.

John 6:37
"All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out."
Jesus declares that everyone who is given to Him by the Father will 
come to Him, and He will never reject them. Salvation is a sovereign 
act of God, and Jesus is assuring that whoever believes in Him will be 
accepted.

Reflection:
Jesus’ promise is that no one will be rejected. No matter who we 
are or what we have done, if we come to Him with a sincere and 
repentant heart, we will be received with love and grace. This is 
the good news of the Gospel!

John 6:38
"For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me."
Jesus emphasizes that He came from heaven with a clear 
purpose: to do the Father’s will. He is not acting of his own free 
will, but in total obedience to God’s plan of salvation.

Reflection:
Jesus is the perfect example of obedience to God. His life and 
mission were centered on fulfilling the Father's will, and we are 
also called to do the same. We live
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for the glory of God and to fulfill the purposes He has for us.

John 6:39
"And this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day."
The Father's will is clear: everyone who believes in Jesus and sees 
Him with eyes of faith will receive eternal life, and on the last day, 
will be resurrected. Jesus is promising that faith in Him brings 
salvation and eternal life.

Reflection:
Eternal life is a wonderful promise that is available to all who 
believe in Jesus. He not only gives us life now, but He also 
guarantees us resurrection and eternal life in the future. Our faith 
in Jesus is the key to this abundant life.

John 6:40
"For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day."
This verse is practically a repetition of the previous one, but it serves 
to reinforce the certainty of the promise: whoever believes in the Son 
will have eternal life and will be resurrected on the last day.

Reflection:
The fact that Jesus repeats this promise is a demonstration of the 
security we have in His word. Salvation and eternal life are not 
uncertain or temporary, but are guaranteed to all who receive 
Him in genuine faith.
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John 6:41
"Then the Jews murmured at him, because he said, 'I am the bread which 
came down from heaven.'"
The crowd began to murmur against Jesus because He identified 
Himself as the bread that came down from heaven. They had 
difficulty accepting this idea, because they knew His human 
origin and could not understand His true divine nature.

Reflection:
Sometimes our limited understanding can prevent us from seeing 
the truth of who Jesus really is. Like the Jews, we may question or 
doubt, but we must learn to see beyond appearances and accept 
the divine revelation of Jesus as the Son of God and Savior.

John 6:42
"And they said, 'Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How does he say, 'I came down from heaven'?'"
They question Jesus’ claim, pointing to His earthly origins. To 
them, Jesus was just the son of Joseph and Mary, an ordinary 
man. How could He claim to be the bread that came down from 
heaven?

Reflection:
Jesus defied the expectations of the crowd. They saw only His 
humanity and failed to see His divinity. In the same way, we are 
challenged to see Jesus beyond His human appearance and 
understand that He is the Son of God, sent to save us.

John 6:43
"Jesus answered and said to them, 'Do not murmur among 
yourselves.'" Jesus notices the murmuring of the crowd and warns 
them not to murmur. He was trying to lead them to a deeper 
understanding, and murmuring only led them away from the truth.
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Reflection:
When we are in doubt or in difficulty, we tend to murmur and 
question. However, we must trust in Jesus and His plan. 
Murmuring often prevents us from understanding the direction 
God wants to take us.

John 6:44
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him, and I will raise him up at the last day."
Jesus teaches that no one can come to Him unless the Father draws 
him. Salvation begins with God’s action, and the human response is 
to believe in Jesus. He reaffirms the promise of resurrection on the 
last day.

Reflection:
Salvation is the work of God from beginning to end. If we are being 
drawn to Christ, it is because the Father is calling us. We must 
respond to this invitation with faith and gratitude, knowing that He 
is the one who gives us salvation and eternal life.

John 6:45
"It is written in the prophets: 'And they will all be taught by God.' 
Everyone who has heard the Father and learned comes to me."
Jesus quotes Isaiah 54:13, saying that all who are taught by God, 
that is, those who receive divine revelation, will come to Him. The 
Father calls people to Jesus, and those who are truly taught by 
Him recognize the Son as the way to salvation.

Reflection:
God desires to teach us directly, and it is through His revelation 
that we are drawn to Jesus. As we listen and learn from God, our 
faith in Christ is strengthened. God’s teaching is not just 
intellectual, but transformative, leading us to a real encounter with 
Jesus.
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John 6:46
"Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is from 
God; he hath seen the Father."
Jesus claims that no one has ever seen the Father except Him, 
who is the Son of God. Jesus, as the Son, has a unique relationship 
with the Father and is the only complete revelation of who God is. 
He does not just talk about God, but fully reveals Him.

Reflection:
Jesus is the perfect revelation of God. We often want to 
understand God without looking at Jesus, but He is the key to 
understanding who God really is. When we know Jesus, we know 
the Father.

John 6:47
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life."
Jesus authoritatively states that faith in Him is the only way to 
attain eternal life. There is no other way to salvation than to believe 
in Him as the Son of God and Savior of the world.

Reflection:
Eternal life is not something we can earn through our own 
strength or good deeds. It is given as a gift to all who believe in 
Jesus. Faith in Christ is what connects us to eternal life, and this 
promise is one of the most wonderful in Scripture.

John 6:48
"I am the bread of life."
Jesus repeats again that He is the bread of life, the food that 
satisfies forever. Through His life, death, and resurrection, He 
offers true spiritual satisfaction and eternity with God.
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Reflection:
Jesus offers us the spiritual sustenance that no one else can give. 
Often, we seek to fill our emptiness with temporal things, but 
only He can offer us the bread of life that satisfies our soul 
completely and eternally.

John 6:49
"Your fathers ate manna in the wilderness, and are dead." Jesus 
makes a comparison between the manna that God gave to the 
Israelites in the wilderness and Himself as the true bread. The 
manna, although a miracle, did not bring eternal life. The people 
who ate the manna physically died, but the bread He offers brings 
eternal life.

Reflection:
Manna was a temporary sustenance, but Jesus offers something 
much more lasting. God’s bread is not just for physical life, but for 
spiritual and eternal life. What Jesus offers is infinitely more 
valuable than any earthly or temporary good.

John 6:50
"This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die."
Jesus presents himself as the bread that came down from heaven, 
the spiritual bread that offers eternal life. Whoever feeds on this 
bread, believing in Christ, will not die, but will have eternal life.

Reflection:
Eternal life is a promise from Jesus to all who receive Him. To eat 
the bread that came down from heaven is to believe in Jesus, 
allowing Him to sustain us spiritually and give us a life that will 
never end. The invitation is available to all who accept Him in faith.
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John 6:51
"I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."
Jesus declares again that He is the living bread that came down 
from heaven. He then speaks in a more profound way, saying that 
the bread He will give is His flesh, which He will give for the life of 
the world. He is referring to the sacrifice of His death on the cross, 
which would bring eternal life to all who believe.

Reflection:
Jesus is not just talking about physical bread, but about His own 
sacrifice. He knew that in order to give us eternal life, He would 
have to die on the cross. His giving of His flesh for us is the 
greatest act of love, and by accepting that sacrifice, we receive 
eternal life.

John 6:52
"Then the Jews strove among themselves, saying, How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?"
After Jesus claimed that He was the living bread, many Jews were 
perplexed and confused. They did not understand how Jesus could 
offer His flesh to be eaten. To them, the idea of   eating human 
flesh was absurd and even forbidden by the Law of Moses.

Reflection:
This reaction shows how we can often have difficulty 
understanding Jesus’ teachings, especially when they challenge 
our limited expectations and understandings. Jesus invites us to 
go beyond the surface and understand spiritual truths that go 
beyond human understanding.

John 6:53
"Then Jesus said to them, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, if
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unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you."
Jesus answers the Jews’ doubts with a shocking statement. He 
states that in order to have life in themselves, they must eat His 
flesh and drink His blood. He is speaking of the need to 
participate in His sacrifice, something that would be fully 
understood only after His death and resurrection.

Reflection:
This verse points to Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Eating His flesh 
and drinking His blood is a metaphor for participating in His 
redemptive work. Feeding on Christ is not literally eating His 
flesh, but receiving His sacrifice as the means of our salvation. 
This leads us to reflect on the importance of accepting Jesus’ 
sacrifice so that we may have eternal life.

John 6:54
"Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up on the last day."
Jesus promises that those who “eat” His flesh and “drink” His 
blood, that is, who accept His sacrifice, will have eternal life. He 
also promises to resurrect these people on the last day. This 
gives us a living hope that by following Jesus, we have the 
promise of eternal life.

Reflection:
Jesus’ promise to raise us up on the last day is one of the greatest 
hopes for Christians. Faith in Christ and His sacrifice is not just for 
this present life, but for eternity. This assures us that our faith has 
a definitive reward, which is eternal life with God.

John 6:55
"For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink."
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Jesus reaffirms that His flesh and blood are true food and drink. 
He is not talking about physical food, but about His work of 
redemption, which is the true source of life. By accepting His 
sacrifice, we receive true spiritual nourishment, something that 
satisfies forever.

Reflection:
Jesus is not referring to ordinary bread and wine, but to the 
spiritual nourishment that comes from His death and 
resurrection. We often seek to satisfy our souls with worldly 
things, but only in Christ do we find true spiritual satisfaction 
that gives us eternal life.

John 6:56
"Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in 
me, and I in him."
He who receives Christ’s sacrifice, who believes in Him, abides in 
Christ, and Christ abides in the person. This intimate relationship 
with Jesus is what gives us life and keeps us firm in our faith, for 
He is the source of our spiritual existence.

Reflection:
To be in Christ is to live in communion with Him, having a deep and 
constant relationship. It is not a momentary experience, but a 
continuous one. The spiritual nourishment that He offers us keeps 
us firm and renewed, uniting us to Him in everything we are and 
do.

John 6:57
"As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, 
so he who feeds on me will live because of me."
Jesus teaches us that He lives by the Father, and whoever feeds on 
Him will live by Him. Jesus' relationship with the Father is the 
model for our relationship with Christ: a communion that gives us 
life. Just as Jesus is sustained by God, we are sustained by Him.
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Reflection:
This verse reminds us that just as Jesus depends on the Father for 
His life, we depend on Christ for our spiritual life. We cannot live by 
our own strength, but by the strength that comes from Christ, our 
true food and source of life.

John 6:58
"This is the bread that came down from heaven; not like the 
manna your fathers ate and died; whoever eats this bread will live 
forever."
Jesus emphasizes that He is the bread that came down from heaven, but 
He is different from the manna given to the Israelites in the desert. The 
manna, although a miracle, did not give eternal life. But the bread of 
Jesus, which is His flesh, gives eternal life.

Reflection:
Manna was only a temporary provision, but Jesus is the true 
spiritual provision, offering eternal life. This makes us reflect on 
how what Christ offers us is far more than anything the world can 
give. He gives us eternity.

John 6:59
"These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in 
Capernaum."
Jesus made these statements while teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum, a public place for all to hear directly from His mouth. 
The fact that Jesus spoke in a formal teaching place shows that 
He was challenging the common understanding of the Law and 
revealing true salvation.

Reflection:
Jesus revealed Himself publicly and clearly. He did not speak in 
secret, but openly taught the truth about His mission. This is an 
invitation to everyone,
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regardless of where they are or who they are, to hear His words 
and accept them.

John 6:60
"Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard it, said, This is a 
hard saying; who can hear it?"
Some of Jesus’ disciples found His words difficult to understand 
and accept. The idea of   eating His flesh and drinking His blood 
seemed unacceptable and very difficult to accept.
to understand.

Reflection:
Jesus’ words are often challenging, as they invite us to 
understand spiritual truth that goes beyond what we can 
perceive with our senses. Jesus’ true message requires faith, and 
sometimes we have difficulty accepting what He teaches us. 
However, the truth is liberating.

John 6:61
"When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at this, 
he said to them, "Does this offend you?" Jesus notices that His 
disciples are murmuring about His words and questioning them. 
He challenges them not to be scandalized, asking them to reflect 
on the depth of His teaching.

Reflection:
Jesus’ truth can be hard to swallow, but He challenges us to go 
beyond our limited understanding and trust Him. We are often 
offended or confused by Christ’s teachings, but He calls us to 
trust and understand the deep spiritual meaning He offers us.
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John 6:62
"What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before?" 
Jesus is referring to His ascension into heaven after His death and 
resurrection. He challenges His disciples to reflect on His 
authority and to see things from a spiritual perspective, rather 
than focusing only on the physical and earthly.

Reflection:
Jesus’ ascension to His heavenly glory is a guarantee that He has 
power over all things, and that His word is true. When we focus on 
spiritual things and not just physical things, our faith deepens and 
our understanding of Jesus’ work becomes clearer.

John 6:63
"It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words 
that I speak to you, they are spirit, and they are life." Jesus explains 
that what He speaks is not of a physical nature, but of a spiritual 
nature. Human flesh cannot save us, but the Holy Spirit, through 
the word of Jesus, is the one who gives true life. He is saying that 
His words are spiritual and have the power to give eternal life, not 
like physical food.

Reflection:
Jesus’ words are powerful and have the power to transform 
our lives. We should not look at them superficially, but 
understand them in their spiritual aspect. True life comes from 
the Spirit of God, and the word of Christ is the source of that 
life.

John 6:64
"But there are some of you who do not believe." And Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would 
betray him.
Here, Jesus reveals that not all who followed him
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would truly believe in Him. He knew from the beginning who would not 
have faith and who would betray Him (referring to Judas Iscariot). Jesus 
knew the heart of each person and knew that faith was not universal.

Reflection:
This phrase reminds us that God knows our hearts. We cannot hide 
our true feelings or intentions from God. He knows when our faith 
is genuine or when we are just following along for convenience. 
True faith is that which comes from the heart, not just from 
outward behavior.

John 6:65
"And he said, Therefore I said unto you, That no man can come to me, except it 
were given him of the Father."
Jesus reaffirms that salvation and true faith do not come from 
human effort, but are gifts that the Father grants. Only those to 
whom God reveals His Son can come to Jesus.

Reflection:
Coming to Christ is not something we can do by our own strength 
or intelligence. It is God who calls us and enables us to 
understand and accept His Son. We must therefore recognize that 
our salvation is a gift from God and not a human achievement.

John 6:66
"From that time many of his disciples went back and no longer 
walked with him."
After Jesus taught about the necessity of eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood, many of His disciples were scandalized and 
decided to abandon Jesus. This decision reflects the difficulty 
people have in accepting the deeper teachings of Christ.
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Reflection:
Following Jesus can be challenging, especially when He calls us to 
set aside our superficial understanding and embrace spiritual 
mysteries. Sometimes Jesus’ teachings make us uncomfortable or 
uneasy, but we must be willing to grow in faith, even when the 
path is difficult.

John 6:67
"Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" 
Jesus asks His closest disciples, the twelve apostles, if they too wish 
to abandon His cause. He knows that discouragement can affect 
even those closest to Him, so He challenges them to remain 
steadfast.

Reflection:
Jesus asks us if we are willing to continue with Him, even when 
others give up. The decision to follow Jesus is a personal one and 
requires commitment. He challenges us to remain steadfast, even 
when the circumstances around us are difficult.

John 6:68
"Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life."
Peter responds to Jesus, acknowledging that He alone has the 
words of eternal life. Although Jesus’ words were difficult to 
understand, Peter knew that there was no other place to find 
truth and life.

Reflection:
Peter’s response is a reflection of true faith. When we face 
difficulties and doubts, we need to remember that Jesus is the 
only source of true life. It may be difficult to understand at times, 
but in Christ we find the answers that lead us to eternal life.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 6:69
"We have come to believe and to know that you are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God."
Peter confesses that he and the other disciples believe and know 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. This recognition is a clear 
declaration of faith in Jesus as the promised Savior.

Reflection:
Peter’s faith is a central confession for all Christians: believing that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Our salvation begins with this 
confession of faith, recognizing that Jesus is the only way to 
eternal life. When we are grounded in this truth, we can face any 
challenge.

John 6:70
"Jesus answered them, Did I not choose you, the twelve? And one of you 
is a devil."
Jesus, although He praised Peter's faith, also reveals that among 
the twelve, one of them is the traitor, referring to Judas Iscariot. 
Jesus already knew who the traitor would be, and He was aware of 
Judas's choice to fulfill the divine plan of redemption.

Reflection:
The fact that Jesus knew that Judas would betray Him, but still 
chose him, shows us the love of Christ, who does not force 
anyone to follow Him, but respects freedom of choice. Judas 
represents those who, despite having the privilege of walking 
with Jesus, choose the path of betrayal.

John 6:71
"He spake of Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot: for he, being one of the 
twelve, was to betray him."
The evangelist John explains that Jesus was referring to
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specifically to Judas Iscariot, who would later betray Him to the 
religious leaders, delivering Him into their hands.

Reflection:
Judas is a reminder that even when we are so close to Jesus, it is 
possible to stray from the path of salvation. He chose to betray 
Jesus for personal reasons, and that choice had eternal 
consequences. Judas’ example warns us about the seriousness of 
our decision to follow Christ and how we can stray from His 
purpose along the way if we do not remain steadfast in our faith.

Final Reflection on John 6

In this passage, we are challenged to reflect on the nature of true 
faith in Christ. Jesus makes it clear that His words are spiritual and 
have the power to give eternal life, something that the flesh, that 
is, human efforts, can never achieve. However, even when faced 
with the offer of abundant and eternal life, many turn away, 
unable to accept Jesus’ profound teachings.

The conversation with His disciples reveals two important things: 
first, that genuine faith is a gift from God, and second, that true 
faithfulness to Christ requires commitment, not just superficial 
adherence. Peter, unlike others, confesses that despite the 
difficulties, there is no other way, because Jesus is the only source 
of true life. His response shows us that even when Jesus’ words 
seem difficult to understand or follow, trust in His authority and 
promise of eternal life keeps us steadfast.

The example of Judas Iscariot, on the other hand, warns us about 
the dangers of betrayal and turning away from Christ, even when 
one has the privilege of being close to Him. Judas represents all 
those who, despite knowing the truth, choose to follow their own 
path, seeking personal interests to the detriment of the divine 
mission.
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This passage invites us to reflect on our own faith: are we willing to 
remain with Jesus, even when His teachings are challenging? Do 
we recognize that He is the only source of eternal life, or do we 
seek temporary alternatives? Jesus’ invitation is that, in the face of 
challenges and doubts, we continue with Him, because, as Peter 
said, only He has the words of eternal life.

In a world full of distractions and challenges, our decision to 
follow Christ must be firm and convinced. The path of true faith 
requires commitment, trust, and daily surrender to the Lord, 
knowing that He is our only hope.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 7 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In John chapter 7, Jesus finds himself in the midst of a growing 
conflict with the religious authorities and the crowd. He goes to 
Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles, an important event for 
the Jews, and his words and actions begin to cause divisions 
among the people. While some recognize Him as the Messiah, 
others reject Him, and even the religious leaders try to arrest Him. 
This chapter highlights issues of identity, faith, and people’s 
response to the truth of Christ, showing how Jesus’ truth 
challenges society’s norms and expectations.

John 7:1
"After this, Jesus went around Galilee. He did not want to go 
around in Judea, because the Jews were trying to kill him."

Explanation:
After performing several miracles and teachings in Galilee, Jesus 
avoided going to Judea because He knew that the religious 
authorities there were planning His death. He had a divine mission 
to fulfill and knew that His time had not yet come.

Reflection:
Jesus, with divine wisdom, chooses when and where to act. He 
does not rush, but follows God’s plan for His life. This teaches us to 
trust in God’s perfect timing, especially when the situation seems 
difficult or risky.

John 7:2
"The feast of the Jews, called the Feast of Wounds, was near."
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Explanation:
This verse mentions the Feast of Wounds (or Feast of 
Tabernacles), one of the three great Jewish festivals that 
celebrated the harvest and commemorated the time when the 
people of Israel lived in tents in the desert during their Exodus 
pilgrimage. It was a festival of great joy, where the people 
gathered in Jerusalem.

Reflection:
This feast was an occasion to remember God’s faithfulness. 
Interestingly, in this context of celebration, Jesus chooses to 
begin to reveal more about His identity. Just as at that feast, we 
should remember God’s faithfulness and how He sustains us at 
all times.

John 7:3
"Then his brothers said to him, 'Leave this place and go to Judea, 
so that his disciples also may see the works he is doing.'"

Explanation:
Jesus’ brothers suggested that He go to Judea so that everyone 
could see the miracles He was performing. They did not believe in 
Jesus as the Messiah, and their words indicated that they thought 
He should display His authority publicly.

Reflection:
Jesus’ brothers spoke without fully understanding who He was 
and what His mission was. Sometimes people may give us 
unwise advice, or even question our choices, without 
understanding God’s plan for us. We need to discern God’s will 
and follow His guidance, even when others don’t understand.
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John 7:4
"No one does anything in secret when he seeks to be known. 
If you do these things, show yourself to the world."

Explanation:
Jesus’ brothers argued that if He really was who He said He was, 
He should have shown Himself publicly and performed His 
miracles in Jerusalem, where many could see Him. They were 
trying to pressure Him to show Himself more in line with their 
expectations.

Reflection:
This attitude reflects how people often expect God to act the way 
they imagine, as if a grand spectacle were needed. But Jesus was 
not moved by human pressure. He knew what the Father wanted 
and acted according to God’s will. This teaches us not to seek 
human approval, but to follow God’s direction, even when the 
expectations around us are different.

John 7:5
"For even his brothers did not believe in him."

Explanation:
This verse reveals that, despite being Jesus' brother, His family did 
not believe in Him as the Messiah. They had not yet fully 
understood His mission and divinity.

Reflection:
It’s interesting to note that those closest to Jesus, including His 
own family, struggled to understand His purpose. This can happen 
in our lives as well. Sometimes those we know best may struggle 
to see God’s work in us. Faith is something that requires spiritual 
revelation, and each person receives it in their own time.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 7:6
"Therefore Jesus answered them, 'My time has not yet come, 
but your time is always ready.'"

Explanation:
Jesus wisely responds by saying that His “time”—the right moment 
given by God for the full manifestation of His ministry—had not 
yet come. He knew that His ministry had a divine rhythm that was 
not subject to external pressures. His brothers, who did not 
believe, were always “ready” to act without proper direction.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us that we must act at the right time. Rushing and 
seeking results can lead us to act unwisely. We need to trust that 
God has a perfect time for everything. In our lives, patience and 
trust in God's timing are essential.

John 7:7
"The world cannot hate you, but it hates me, because I testify that 
its works are evil."

Explanation:
Jesus explains that the world would not hate His brothers because 
they were in tune with the things of the world. But Jesus spoke out 
against sin and denounced evil deeds, which caused rejection and 
persecution against Him.

Reflection:
Following Jesus and living by His teachings often puts us in 
conflict with the world’s norms and values. This can lead to 
resistance or even persecution. However, it is important to 
remember that Jesus has called us to be light, even when that 
light is in conflict with the darkness around us.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 7:8
"You go up to the feast; I do not go up yet, because my time has 
not yet come."

Explanation:
Jesus again states that He will not go up to the feast at that time, 
for His time had not yet come. He knew that if He went to 
Jerusalem before His time, it would hasten His death. He was 
waiting for the right moment to reveal His ministry in full.

Reflection:
God has a plan for each of us and a specific time for each event to 
happen in our lives. The wisdom of waiting for the right time saves 
us from unnecessary pressure and from acting prematurely. 
Learning to wait is essential to fulfilling God’s will.

John 7:9
"Having said this, he remained in Galilee."

Explanation:
Jesus decided to remain in Galilee, even though the feast was 
about to take place in Jerusalem. He acted as the Father instructed 
him, knowing that it was not yet the time to expose himself in 
public.

Reflection:
Jesus gives us a clear example of following God’s plan and 
trusting that by remaining in His will, we are always in the right 
place. Sometimes it may feel like we are putting off our plans, 
but the important thing is to act according to God’s direction, not 
external pressures.

John 7:10
"But when his brothers went up, then he also went up, not 
publicly, but as it were in secret."
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Explanation:
After His brothers went up to the feast, Jesus decided to go too, 
but discreetly, without attracting attention. He knew that His 
presence there would cause a lot of commotion, so He preferred 
to act prudently.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us that although He has a clear purpose, the way He 
acts and manifests Himself may be different depending on the 
situation. Sometimes, being discreet and acting in silence is also 
part of divine wisdom. This reminds us that we do not always need 
to be the center of attention to fulfill God’s will.

John 7:11
"The Jews sought Jesus at the feast, and said, Where is he?"

During the Feast of Tabernacles, one of the great Jewish festivals, 
the religious leaders were searching for Jesus. They knew He had 
caused a stir, but they did not understand who He really was. The 
crowd was divided, and their search for Jesus showed both their 
curiosity and their fear of His power and teaching.

Reflection:
Sometimes people seek Jesus without really knowing what they 
expect to find. Some seek answers, others want a challenge or 
confrontation, but Jesus is always available to those who seek 
Him sincerely.

John 7:12
"There was much murmuring among the people about him; some 
said, 'He is a good man'; others said, 'No, he deceives the people.'"

Here we see that opinion about Jesus was divided. Some saw Him 
as a good person, someone who was helping the
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people, while others believed that He was deceiving people. This 
reveals the confusion and difficulty people had in recognizing who 
Jesus really was.

Reflection:
Jesus always provokes polarized reactions. He is someone who 
challenges us to take a stand. We cannot remain neutral before 
Him; we either accept Him as the Savior or we reject Him. How 
have we seen Jesus in our lives?

John 7:13
"But no one spoke openly about him, for fear of the Jews."

Although some people had their own opinions about Jesus, no 
one dared to speak openly about Him for fear of the religious 
authorities. They knew that the leaders might persecute them if 
they publicly spoke out in favor of Jesus.

Reflection:
How often does fear of judgment or persecution prevent us from 
sharing our faith? Jesus calls us to be courageous in our 
declaration of faith, even in the face of opposition or persecution.

John 7:14
"Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple 
and taught."
In the midst of the feast, Jesus went up to the temple to teach. 
His decision to appear publicly in the temple and teach was a 
bold act, for He knew the hostility the religious leaders had 
toward Him.

Reflection:
Jesus did not run away from his mission, even though he knew the 
difficulties. He was willing to teach and reveal God's truth, 
regardless of the risk it represented for Him.
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We must also be willing to share God’s truth, even when it 
is difficult.

John 7:15
"And the Jews marveled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned?"
The religious leaders were amazed at the depth of Jesus’ 
knowledge, since He had not been educated in the traditional 
schools of the teachers of the law. To them, He did not have the 
formal qualifications that a rabbi should have, yet He taught 
with great authority.

Reflection:
Jesus’ knowledge was not the fruit of human study, but of divine 
wisdom. God can use us to do great things, even if we do not 
have the human qualifications that people expect. God’s wisdom 
surpasses any education.

John 7:16
"Jesus answered them, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me."
Jesus clarifies that the teaching He was bringing was not His 
invention, but came directly from God, who sent Him. He presents 
Himself as a messenger of God, and His authority came from 
God, not from any human learning.

Reflection:
Our authority comes from God. We are not to speak on our own, 
but to share the Word that God has given us. Christ’s message is 
true and powerful because it is God’s message, and we are to 
share it with confidence.
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John 7:17
"If anyone wants to do God's will, he will know about the 
teaching, whether it is from God or whether I speak on my own."

Jesus states that those who are willing to do God’s will will be 
able to understand His doctrine. True understanding comes 
when there is a willingness to obey God, and not just passively 
listen.

Reflection:
Understanding spiritual things depends on our willingness to 
follow God’s will. If we truly want to know the truth, we must be 
willing to live by it. Knowledge without action leads nowhere.

John 7:18
"He who speaks on his own behalf seeks his own glory, but he 
who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is 
no unrighteousness in him."
Jesus teaches us about the motivation behind what we say. Those 
who seek their own glory are not true, but those who seek the 
glory of God are being faithful to the mission they have received.

Reflection:
Our lives should be directed toward glorifying God, not 
ourselves. If our words and actions seek our own glory, we are 
moving away from God’s purpose. We should live to exalt God in 
everything we do.

John 7:19
"Did not Moses give you the law? and yet none of you keeps the law. Why 
do you want to kill me?"
Jesus challenges the religious leaders by saying that they, who were so 
proud of the Law of Moses, were not truly following it. He confronts 
them about their hypocrisy and accuses them of wanting to
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kill Him, which is a violation of the very Law they claimed to obey.

Reflection:
It is easy to accuse others, but we must first examine ourselves. 
Jesus calls out hypocrisy, and this often applies to us. We must live 
what we teach, or our words will become empty.

John 7:20
"The crowd answered and said, You have a demon; who is it that 
wants to kill you?"
The crowd did not understand what Jesus was saying. They 
thought He was delirious, for they could not comprehend the 
depth of His words.

Reflection:
Sometimes the truth of Jesus is difficult to understand, especially 
for those who are not willing to listen with an open heart. Faith 
requires understanding, and Jesus calls us to look beyond 
appearances and seek the truth.

John 7:21
"Jesus answered them, 'I have done a marvelous work, and you 
all marvel.'"
Jesus points to the miraculous works He performed as evidence of 
His divine authority. Despite people’s doubt and 
misunderstanding, Jesus’ works spoke for themselves.

Reflection:
God’s works in our lives speak louder than words. When we live 
according to God’s will and display His power through our actions, 
others see the truth of Christ in us. Our works should glorify God 
and testify to His presence.
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John 7:22
"Moses gave you circumcision (not that it was from Moses, but from 
the fathers); and on the Sabbath you circumcise a man."
Jesus refers to an important practice in the Law of Moses: 
circumcision. He reminds the religious leaders that although 
circumcision was given by Moses, it had an older origin, going 
back to the fathers (Abraham, for example). Jesus brings to light 
a tension between religious tradition and true observance of the 
Law.

Reflection:
Jesus challenges us to understand the true purpose of the Law 
and tradition. Too often, we cling to rituals without 
understanding what they really mean. Jesus shows that the 
essence of the Law is to do God’s will, not to blindly follow the 
rules.

John 7:23
"If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of 
Moses may not be broken, will you go against me, because I healed 
every man on the Sabbath?"
Here Jesus points out a contradiction in the laws and traditions. He 
states that even though the Jews performed circumcision on the 
Sabbath (which was a permitted exception), when He healed on the 
Sabbath, they accused Him of violating the Law. He points out that 
there is an imbalance in the way the laws were applied.

Reflection:
It is important to reflect on how we apply our beliefs. God’s law was 
made to be followed with love and wisdom, not rigidly and without 
compassion. The healing that Jesus brought is proof that God’s love 
and grace must prevail over human rules.

John 7:24
"Do not judge according to the appearance, but judge with the right
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justice."
Jesus urges people not to judge by superficial appearances. He 
challenges them to take a deeper look, according to God’s justice. 
He knows that to many, His act of healing on the Sabbath seemed 
wrong, but in fact, He was acting according to the heart of the Law.

Reflection:
Too often, we make quick judgments based on our limited vision. 
Jesus calls us to look beyond appearances and seek what is truly 
right. In our lives, we must learn to discern wisely, seeking God’s 
understanding, not just what is visible.

John 7:25
"Some of them from Jerusalem said, 'Isn't this he whom they 
are trying to kill?'"
The crowd began to question Jesus’ identity. They were aware that 
the religious authorities wanted to kill Him, but they found it 
strange that He was still teaching publicly. This showed how tense 
Jesus’ situation was becoming, and the people’s perplexity grew.

Reflection:
It is interesting to note how, in the midst of persecution, Jesus 
maintained His mission steadfastly. We often face challenges and 
persecutions in our own lives, but Jesus shows us that we must 
remain in our purpose, unafraid to follow God's plan.

John 7:26
"Behold, he speaks openly, and they say nothing to him: have the 
rulers truly acknowledged that he is the Christ?"

The crowd begins to question whether the rulers really 
recognize who Jesus is, since He continues to speak openly 
and defy the
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authorities without suffering reprisals. This shows that there was 
growing doubt about the true motivation of religious leaders.

Reflection:
Even in the face of difficulties, Jesus remained faithful to His 
mission. Sometimes people around us may question our stance, 
but our trust should be in God and not in human opinions. Jesus 
calls us to be bold in our faith.

John 7:27
"But we know where this man is from; but when the Christ comes, no 
one will know where he is from."
The crowd recognized Jesus, but they did not believe that He was 
the Messiah. They thought that when the Messiah appeared, no 
one would know His origin. However, they were ignoring the 
prophecies that indicated that the Messiah would come from 
Bethlehem, a fact that they either did not know or did not want to 
accept.

Reflection:
Jesus came from a humble place, but His true origin was in God. 
People often have a limited view of who Jesus is, based only on 
appearances or assumptions. We need to go beyond the 
superficial and seek the truth of God.

John 7:28
"Then Jesus cried out in the temple, saying, You both know me, and 
you know whence I am: and I have not come of myself, but he that 
sent me is true, whom you know not."

Jesus reaffirms His divine origin and explains that He did not 
come of His own free will, but was sent by God the Father. He 
points out the fact that the religious authorities did not
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recognized the Father, which prevented them from understanding 
who He really was.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us to depend on God’s will rather than act on our 
own. When we recognize God’s authority, we can better 
understand His plans and purposes. True knowledge of God is the 
key to understanding Jesus and His mission.

John 7:29
"I know him, for I am from him, and he sent me." Here Jesus 
affirms His intimate relationship with the Father. He not only 
knows God, but is sent by Him to fulfill His mission on earth. This 
reveals Jesus’ unity and authority with the Father.

Reflection:
Jesus knows the Father in a deep and personal way. He is the 
perfect example of how we should live in unity with God. If we 
want to truly know God, we need to follow Jesus’ example of 
seeking intimacy with the Father.

John 7:30
"So they sought to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, 
because his hour had not yet come."
Even though the authorities wanted to arrest Jesus, He was not 
arrested, because His time had not yet come. This shows that Jesus 
was completely in control of His mission and that His death would 
only occur at the time determined by God.

Reflection:
Nothing can stop God's plan for our lives from being fulfilled. 
Jesus teaches us that when we are fulfilling God's will, there is 
nothing that can stop us.
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stop. Trusting in His sovereignty gives us peace and 
security, even in times of persecution.

John 7:31
"But many of the multitude believed on him, and said, When the 
Christ cometh, will he do greater signs than these which this 
man hath done?" Here we see that many began to believe in 
Jesus and wondered if the Messiah would perform even greater 
signs. They were amazed at Jesus’ miracles, but they were not 
entirely sure who He was.

Reflection:
Faith in Jesus is often a gradual process. We can marvel at God’s 
miracles and signs, but it’s important that our faith is based not 
just on miracles, but on a deep understanding of who Jesus is and 
what He came to do for us.

John 7:32
"The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things about 
him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest 
him."
The Pharisees, concerned about the growing number of people 
who believed in Jesus, decided to send officers to arrest Him. This 
shows the fear and opposition of the religious authorities to what 
Jesus was doing.

Reflection:
Opposition to God's work will always exist, but we need to 
remember that, just like Jesus, we must continue to carry out our 
mission with courage, not letting fear or opposition stop us from 
doing God's will.

John 7:33
"Then Jesus said, 'I am with you for a little while longer, and 
then I go to Him who sent Me.'"
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In this verse, Jesus speaks of His imminent departure. He knew 
that His mission was coming to an end and that He would soon 
return to the Father. Jesus still had a short time to fulfill what the 
Father had assigned Him on earth.

Reflection:
Jesus’ life was marked by a clear purpose: to do God’s will. He 
knew that time was short, and so He used every moment to 
teach, heal, and demonstrate God’s love. This challenges us to 
live with purpose, taking advantage of every opportunity God 
gives us.

John 7:34
"You will seek me, and will not find me; and where I am, you 
cannot come."
Here Jesus makes a mysterious statement. He says that after His 
departure, people will no longer find Him. This is a warning about 
the spiritual separation that would come, a time when He will no 
longer be physically present to the religious leaders and the 
people.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us to take advantage of the time we have with Him 
now. If we are not close to Him, we may miss the opportunity to 
experience His presence and salvation. The search for Jesus must 
be now, while He is still accessible.

John 7:35
"The Jews said among themselves, Where will this man go that we will not 
find him? Will he go to the dispersed among the Greeks, and will he teach 
the Greeks?"
Here, the crowd does not understand what Jesus meant and 
begins to speculate. They wonder if He would go to other nations, 
such as the Jews who were scattered among the
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Greeks, to teach them. They were trying to understand where 
Jesus might go and what He would do.

Reflection:
It is interesting how Jesus’ behavior was often misunderstood. He 
defied human expectations and was always one step ahead. This 
shows us that God’s plans often escape our limited 
understanding.

John 7:36
"What meaneth this saying, that I said, Ye shall seek me, and shall 
not find me; and where I am, ye cannot come?"
The Jews were still confused about what Jesus was saying. They 
could not understand the meaning of His words, because He was 
speaking of spiritual things that were beyond their understanding 
at that time.

Reflection:
Jesus’ teachings are often profound and require spiritual 
discernment to be understood. Our search for Him must be 
accompanied by humility and a desire to understand the mysteries 
of God, which go beyond human logic.

John 7:37
"On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and said 
with a loud voice, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink." 
On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus makes a powerful 
public declaration. He presents Himself as the source of spiritual 
satisfaction, comparing Himself to living water. The feast 
commemorates God’s provision of water in the desert, and Jesus 
uses this symbolism to declare that He is the true water that 
quenches the soul’s thirst.

Reflection:
Spiritual thirst is real, and Jesus is the only source that can truly 
satisfy it. He invites us to come to Him for
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find what our soul so desperately needs: peace, purpose, and 
salvation. He is the living water that never leaves us thirsty again.

John 7:38
"Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water."
Here, Jesus emphasizes that those who believe in Him will not only be 
satisfied, but will also become a source of blessings to others. He uses 
the metaphor of rivers of living water to describe how the Holy Spirit 
dwells within those who believe, flowing from within and impacting 
the lives of everyone around them.

Reflection:
Faith in Jesus is not just for our own satisfaction, but also so that 
we can be channels of blessing to others. When we are touched by 
Jesus, we are called to share this living water with those around us, 
spreading His love and grace.

John 7:39
"This spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 
receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified."
In this verse, John explains that the “living water” Jesus was 
speaking of is the Holy Spirit, who would be given to all who 
would grow in Him. However, the Holy Spirit had not yet been 
fully given because Jesus had not yet been glorified, that is, His 
death and resurrection had not yet happened.

Reflection:
The Holy Spirit is God’s presence within us, and He is the one 
who enables us to live according to God’s will. Even before His 
glorification, Jesus was already revealing to us God’s plan for our 
inner transformation through the Spirit.
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John 7:40
"Some of the crowd, when they heard these words, said, This is 
truly the Prophet."
After hearing Jesus, some people begin to recognize in Him the 
promised Prophet, the one who would be like Moses, according 
to the prophecy of Deuteronomy 18:15. They begin to understand 
that Jesus was not just a teacher, but someone with divine 
authority.

Reflection:
Sometimes people see Jesus in different ways. To some, He is just 
a good man or a prophet. However, He is more than that – He is 
the Son of God, the Savior who came to give life. We need to 
understand who He really is, beyond human perceptions.

John 7:41
"Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Does the Christ 
come from Galilee?"
Here the crowd is divided in their opinions about Jesus. Some believe 
that He is the Christ, but others question this, pointing out that the 
Messiah was not supposed to come from Galilee, but from 
Bethlehem, according to Scripture.

Reflection:
Divisions about who Jesus is still exist today. People have different 
opinions about His identity. However, it is important to go to the 
Scriptures and seek a genuine understanding of who He really is: 
the Christ, the promised Savior.

John 7:42
"Does not Scripture say that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, 
and from Bethlehem, the town where David was?"
Some questioned Jesus' origin, saying that He could not be the 
Messiah because He came from Galilee and not from Bethlehem, 
the city of David. They were trying to connect the
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who knew the Scriptures about the reality of Jesus, but did not 
make the complete connection.

Reflection:
The religious leaders were stuck in their own limited 
understanding of Scripture. They knew the letter of the law, but 
they did not understand the heart of prophecy. This teaches us 
that it is not enough to simply know the Scriptures, but we must 
seek revelation from God to understand His full plan.

John 7:43
"So there was division among the people because of him."
Because of Jesus’ words and presence, a deep division occurred. 
Some believed that He was the Christ, while others were 
confused or in doubt. Jesus’ message always generates different 
responses in people.

Reflection:
Jesus’ message is powerful and often divisive. It demands a 
response. We cannot remain indifferent to Jesus. We either accept 
His message and His identity, or we reject it. Our lives are a choice 
in the face of the revelation of who He is.

John 7:44
"Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on 
him."
In this verse, we see a growing division among the people 
regarding Jesus. Some wanted to arrest Him, probably because of 
His boldness in speaking openly about being the Messiah, which 
bothered the religious authorities. However, despite the hostility, 
no one was able to arrest Jesus. This reveals God’s control over 
events, for His hour had not yet come.

Reflection:
Jesus' presence challenged the established order, and
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religious authorities were uncomfortable with His message of 
truth and salvation. However, God’s sovereignty is evident: nothing 
can stop the divine plan from being fulfilled. We must trust that 
even in times of adversity, God’s purpose will always prevail.

John 7:45
"Then the officers went to the chief priests and Pharisees, who 
said to them, 'Why didn't you bring him?'"
The guards, who were charged with arresting Jesus, return 
without Him. The Pharisees and priests are surprised and 
question why they did not carry out the order to capture Him. This 
shows that God's plan was being carried out, even when men 
tried to act against Him.

Reflection:
Sometimes we may be called to do a task that seems impossible 
or contradictory, but it is when we align ourselves with God’s will 
that things that seem out of our control happen. God’s power 
cannot be contained by anything or anyone.

John 7:46
"The officers answered, 'Never man spoke like this man.'"

The guards respond with genuine surprise, stating that they had 
never heard anyone speak like Jesus. His authority and the depth 
of His teaching were unparalleled, something the guards had 
never experienced in their previous orders.

Reflection:
Jesus always had words of authority that came directly from the 
Father. His wisdom and divine revelation are unmatched. We need 
to pay attention to His word, for it is in it that we find direction and 
life.
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John 7:47
"Then the Pharisees answered them, Have you also been 
deceived?"
The Pharisees, in their indignation, accused the guards of having 
been "seduced" by Jesus. They could not understand how the 
guards, who were part of the religious system, could have been 
touched by Jesus. This verse reveals how blinded the Pharisees 
were by the pride and rigidity of their religious system.

Reflection:
Pride and religious rigidity can blind us to God’s true message. 
Openness to learning from Jesus and hearing His voice is 
essential to avoid being imprisoned by our own ideas and 
traditions. God calls us to a living faith, not an empty religion.

John 7:48
"Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him?" The 
Pharisees make a defiant statement, suggesting that no one 
important among the religious leaders had believed in Jesus. 
This reflects their vanity and confidence in their position, as well 
as their inability to recognize that the Messiah was standing 
before them.

Reflection:
Faith in Jesus is not determined by social status or religious 
standing. True faith comes from the heart, not from the approval 
of leaders or conformity to social norms. Jesus came for everyone, 
not just the powerful or those in religious authority.

John 7:49
"But this crowd, which does not know the law, is cursed." Here 
the Pharisees reveal their contempt for the crowd that followed 
Jesus. They believe that the common people, who did not know 
the laws in depth, were being deceived.
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They thought that the ignorance of the people justified their 
condemnation.

Reflection:
It is sad when religious leaders look down on people for their lack 
of knowledge. However, Jesus came to teach everyone, and 
salvation does not depend on our human knowledge, but on the 
grace of God. He offers His
teaching to all, without distinction.

John 7:50
"Nicodemus, one of his disciples, who had come to Jesus earlier, 
said to them,
In this verse, Nicodemus, who had already visited Jesus secretly in 
John 3, intervenes. He is a Pharisee, but he begins to question the 
decision to condemn Jesus without further investigation.

Reflection:
Nicodemus represents those who, although part of the religious 
system, begin to see the truth in Jesus. He risks defending Jesus, 
showing that even within the religious system there can be those 
who seek truth and justice.

John 7:51
"Does our law judge a man without first hearing him and finding out 
what he has done?"
Nicodemus reminds the other Pharisees that according to Jewish 
law, no one should be judged without first hearing his defense. 
He makes an appeal for justice and impartiality.

Reflection:
This verse reminds us of the importance of judging fairly and 
without prejudice. Jesus never condemns us without hearing us, 
and He calls us to do the same with others. God’s justice is based 
on truth, not on haste or prejudice.
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John 7:52
"They answered him, Are you also from Galilee? Search and 
you will see that no prophet arises from Galilee."
The Pharisees react sarcastically, asking Nicodemus if he would 
also be a follower of Jesus. They reinforce the prejudice that 
nothing good, much less a prophet, could come from Galilee.

Reflection:
Here we see how prejudices can distort people’s perception of the 
truth. Jesus came from a humble place, Galilee, but that does not 
diminish His divine authority. The Lord chooses the humble and 
uses what the world despises to manifest His glory.

John 7:53
"And each one went to his own house."
After this exchange of words, the crowd disperses, and each person 
goes to his or her own home. The lack of consensus about Jesus 
remains, and the divisions between the religious leaders and the 
people continue.

Reflection:
This verse shows the division that Jesus' message causes. Some 
people still did not understand or accept who He really was. The 
decision to follow Jesus or reject Him is a personal one, and often 
one does not follow a "crowd" but an individual conviction that 
comes from the heart.

Final Reflection on John 7

In John chapter 7, we see clearly how Jesus’ truth divides people. 
While many are curious and impressed by His words, others, 
especially religious leaders, are blinded by pride and prejudice,
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refusing to accept that He is the Messiah. Hostility grows, but also 
the revelation of who Jesus is becomes increasingly evident. The 
gospel of Christ challenges us to go beyond appearances and 
popular opinions, to question what we are told and to seek the 
truth in Jesus, even when it sets us against established norms.

Nicodemus, who initially approaches Jesus at night, now risks 
standing up for justice in a hostile environment. This teaches us 
that following Christ can take courage, especially when we are 
surrounded by those who do not share our faith. The big 
question is: How do we respond to Jesus? What do we do with the 
truth he offers us?

This chapter reminds us that the truth of Christ is not just 
something to be heard, but something that demands a response. 
In our Christian walk, we are challenged to make decisions that 
may separate us from the crowd or make us seem different. But 
as we have seen, there is no escaping the truth revealed in Jesus. 
He is the light that reveals our true state and calls us to follow 
Him, no matter what the difficulties may be. The big question is: 
Are we willing to take risks for the truth and for the faith?

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 8 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 8 is a pivotal chapter in the Gospel, where Jesus presents 
himself as the light of the world and the great “I Am,” revealing his 
divinity in a clear and profound way. The narrative begins with the 
forgiveness of a woman accused of adultery, highlighting the 
mercy and justice of Christ. Throughout the chapter, Jesus 
challenges the religious leaders and teaches about the freedom 
that comes through the truth. It is a text that invites us to 
recognize Jesus as the Son of God and to live in the light of this 
transforming truth.

John 8:1

"Jesus, however, went to the Mount of Olives."
Jesus often retreated to the Mount of Olives to pray and spend 
time with God. This reflects the pattern of Jesus’ life: in times of 
pressure, He sought communion with the Father in solitude.

Reflection: Busy lives often take us away from prayer. Jesus gives 
us the example that we need to take time to connect with God, 
especially in challenging times.

John 8:2

"Early in the morning he returned again to the temple, and all the 
people came to him, and he sat down and taught them."
Jesus returns to the Temple, the center of worship and teaching 
in Jerusalem. He is seen again teaching the people, which shows 
his dedication to the ministry of teaching God's truths.
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Reflection: Jesus always prioritized teaching the truth. Just as He 
taught in the temple, we too should seek to learn and grow in our 
faith regularly.

John 8:3

"The scribes and Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
adultery, and they made her stand in the midst of them all,"

The religious leaders bring in a woman caught in sin and expose 
her publicly. They are not genuinely interested in justice, but in 
putting Jesus to the test.

Reflection: People often judge others to feel superior. Jesus 
teaches us to deal with these situations with compassion and 
wisdom.

John 8:4

"They said to Jesus, 'Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of 
committing adultery.'"
The scribes and Pharisees claim that the woman was caught in the 
act of adultery, a serious sin according to the Law of Moses.

Reflection: We are all sinners and in need of mercy. The 
accusation is not just about the woman, but a trap to test the 
righteousness of Jesus.

John 8:5

"In the Law Moses commands us that such women should 
be stoned. What then do you say?"
They refer to the Law of Moses, which prescribed the death 
penalty for adultery. However, their goal is not to
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was to seek justice, but to test Jesus' response to accuse him.

Reflection: Legalism often misses the heart of God’s law: justice 
and mercy. Jesus comes to balance justice with grace.

John 8:6

"These things they said, tempting him, that they might have something to accuse him of. 

But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground."

They were setting a trap for Jesus. If He said not to stone her, He 
would be breaking the Law; if He said to stone her, He would be 
contradicting His message of mercy. In response, Jesus bends 
down and begins to write on the ground, which baffles everyone.

Reflection: In pressure situations, Jesus did not react immediately. 
He acted calmly and wisely. Often, a reflective pause is necessary 
before responding to complex situations.

John 8:7

"When they continued to ask him, Jesus stood up and said to them, 
"Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her."
Jesus finally responds brilliantly, disarming the crowd. He does not 
nullify the Law, but turns the focus to the hearts of the accusers: 
"Let he who is without sin cast the first stone."

Reflection: Jesus reminds us to look at our own mistakes before 
judging others. We all sin and need grace.
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John 8:8

"And again he stooped down and wrote on the ground." Jesus 
returns to writing on the ground, as if he is not concerned about 
what the accusers will do next.

Reflection: Silence often speaks louder than words. Jesus 
gives the accusers time to reflect on their own 
shortcomings.

John 8:9

"But when they heard this answer and were convicted by their own 
conscience, they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest and 
working their way to the last, leaving Jesus and the woman alone in the 
midst where they were."
One by one, the accusers begin to leave, starting with the oldest. 
Their conscience convinces them that none of them is without sin.

Reflection: When faced with the truth, we are forced to face our 
own shortcomings. Humility leads us to set aside the judgment 
of others.

John 8:10

"When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw no one but the 
woman, he said to her, 'Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?'"
Jesus, now alone with the woman, asks her where her accusers 
are. None remain to condemn her.

Reflection: Jesus was not there to condemn, but to offer a new 
opportunity for life. In the same way, He offers us forgiveness and 
redemption when we
we regret.
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John 8:11

"She answered, No one, Lord. Then Jesus said to her, Neither do 
I condemn you; go and sin no more."
The woman, now free from her accusers, responds that no one has 
condemned her. Jesus, the only one without sin and capable of 
judging, offers her forgiveness, but also warns her not to sin again.

Reflection: Jesus offers not only forgiveness, but also a new 
chance at life. His love sets us free, but it also challenges us to live 
according to God's will. When we are forgiven, we must strive not 
to return to the same mistakes.

John 8:12

"Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 'I am the light of the world. He 
who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.'"
Jesus presents himself as the light that illuminates the path to 
God. Following him means leaving the darkness of sin and 
entering a life of clarity and purpose.

Reflection: Jesus is the light that guides us in the darkness of the 
world. When we walk with Him, we find direction and purpose. He 
lights our path, showing us what is right and steering us away 
from error.

John 8:13

"Then said the Pharisees unto him, Thou bearest record 
of thyself; therefore thy witness is not true."
The Pharisees question Jesus' authority, claiming that, since he 
speaks of himself, his testimony cannot be trusted.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Reflection: People often try to discredit the truth through 
superficial arguments. Jesus, however, knew who He was and that 
His mission came from the Father. Truth does not need human 
validation; it remains true in and of itself.

John 8:14

"Jesus answered them, Even if I bear witness of myself, my 
witness is true: for I know where I came from, and where I am 
going: but ye know not where I come from, nor where I am 
going."
Jesus responds that although he is speaking about himself, his 
testimony is true, because he knows his divine origin and destiny, 
something the Pharisees do not understand.

Reflection: Jesus was fully aware of his mission and identity. 
Likewise, when we know our identity in Christ, we can speak 
with authority and confidence, even if others do not 
understand or accept it.

John 8:15

"You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one." Jesus 
criticizes the Pharisees for judging according to human and 
superficial criteria. He, on the other hand, did not come to judge 
in an earthly way, but to save.

Reflection: Human judgments are limited and flawed, based on 
appearances and prejudices. Jesus teaches us not to judge 
according to the world's standards, but to seek God's justice and 
truth.
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John 8:16

"If I judge, my judgment is true, for I am not alone, but I and 
he who sent me."
When Jesus makes a judgment, He does so in partnership with 
the Father, which makes His judgment true and just.

Reflection: God's judgment is perfect because it is done in perfect 
communion with the Father. We can trust that Jesus judges with 
justice and mercy because He knows our hearts and intentions.

John 8:17

"It is also written in your law that the testimony of two 
people is true."
Jesus refers to Jewish Law, which states that the testimony of two 
people is valid. He points out that He and the Father bear witness 
together, thus validating their testimony.

Reflection: Jesus, by quoting the Pharisees' own Law, reveals his 
wisdom and deep knowledge of the Scriptures. He shows us that 
truth is supported by the word of God, not by human opinions.

John 8:18

"I bear witness of myself, and the Father who sent me bears 
witness of me."
Jesus reaffirms that his testimony is twofold: He speaks of 
himself, but the Father also testifies in his favor, validating 
his authority.

Reflection: The relationship between Jesus and the Father is a 
model of unity and cooperation. This teaches us the importance 
of seeking God's confirmation in our lives and actions.
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John 8:19

"Then they asked him, 'Where is your Father? ' Jesus 
answered, 'You neither know me nor my Father. If you knew 
me, you would know my Father also.'" The Pharisees, still blind 
to the truth, ask about Jesus' Father. He answers that, because 
they do not know him, they do not know the Father either.

Reflection: Knowing Jesus is the key to knowing God. We cannot 
have a deep relationship with God without first accepting and 
knowing Jesus as our Savior.

John 8:20

"These words he spoke in the place of the gasophylium, as he was 
teaching in the temple; and no one arrested him, because his hour 
had not yet come."
Despite his defiant words, Jesus was not arrested because the 
time for his crucifixion had not yet arrived, indicating that 
everything was happening according to God's plan.

Reflection: God has a perfect timing for everything. Jesus knew 
that his destiny was in the hands of the Father, and we too must 
trust that God has control over the timing and events of our lives.

John 8:21

"Again Jesus said to them, 'I am going away, and you will look 
for me, but you will perish in your sin; where I am going, you 
cannot come.'"
Jesus warns that he will soon depart, referring to his death, 
resurrection, and ascension into heaven. He warns the Pharisees 
that without repentance, they will remain in their sins and will 
not be able to follow him.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Reflection: Jesus offers salvation, but we must accept His 
invitation while we have the opportunity. Rejecting His grace has 
eternal consequences. We must seek repentance and follow 
Christ while we have time.

John 8:22

"Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself, seeing he says, 
Whither I go, ye cannot come?"
The Jews misunderstood Jesus’ words and made wrong 
assumptions, thinking that He was talking about suicide. They did 
not understand that He was referring to His ascension to the 
Father after His death and resurrection.

Reflection: When we do not understand Jesus’ words, we can 
easily come to wrong conclusions. We need to seek spiritual 
understanding, not just human understanding, to fully 
understand God’s truths.

John 8:23

"And he said, You are from below, I am from above; you are 
of this world, I am not of this world."
Jesus clarifies the difference between Himself and His listeners. 
He is of heavenly origin, while they think and live with an earthly 
mindset. Jesus came from heaven, while His listeners were 
trapped in the limited understanding of this world.

Reflection: We need to remember that as followers of Christ, we 
are called to be heavenly-minded, seeking the things of God rather 
than getting caught up in the things of
worries of this world.
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John 8:24

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for 
unless you believe that I am he, you will die in your sins."

Jesus gives a clear warning: the only way to escape spiritual death 
is to believe in Him. If people do not
recognize Jesus as the Son of God, they will remain in their sins and 
face eternal separation from God.

Reflection: Faith in Jesus is essential for salvation. Without this 
faith, we are destined to die in our sins. Christ's message calls us 
to repentance and faith as the way to eternal life.

John 8:25

"Then they asked him, 'Who are you?' Jesus answered them, 
'What have I said to you from the beginning?'"
The Jews continue to ask who Jesus really is. Jesus' answer 
highlights that He had been telling them all along who He was, 
but they still did not understand or accept it.

Reflection: Often the truth about Jesus is right in front of us, but 
we may be slow to understand or accept it. We need to pay 
attention to what He has been telling us from the beginning and 
trust His revelation.

John 8:26

"I have many things to say about you and to judge you, but 
he who sent me is true, and the things I have heard from him 
I speak to the world."
Jesus emphasizes that everything He says comes directly from 
God. The Father is the source of truth, and Jesus is faithfully 
conveying that message to the world.
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Reflection: Jesus’ words are God’s truth. When we listen to and 
follow what Jesus says, we are hearing directly from the Father. 
We should value Christ’s word as the perfect revelation of God.

John 8:27

"But they did not realize that he was speaking to them about the 
Father." Even after the explanations, Jesus’ listeners did not 
understand that He was speaking of God the Father. There was a 
spiritual blindness that prevented them from perceiving the depth of 
what Jesus was saying.

Reflection: Often times, a lack of spiritual understanding prevents 
us from seeing the truth about God. We need to ask God to open 
our spiritual eyes to fully understand who Jesus is and what He 
reveals about the Father.

John 8:28

"Then Jesus said to them, 'When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own, but just as 
the Father taught me, I speak.'"
Jesus points to His crucifixion ("you have lifted up the Son of Man"). 
He suggests that after His death and resurrection, they would finally 
understand who He is and that He has always acted in complete 
obedience to the Father.

Reflection: The cross is the ultimate revelation of Jesus’ identity. 
When we look at his crucifixion and resurrection, we see God’s 
love and understand that Jesus acted in total obedience to the 
Father. The cross teaches us who Jesus really is.
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John 8:29

"And he who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, 
for I always do what pleases him."
Jesus reveals that the Father is always with Him, because He lives in 
perfect obedience and pleases God in everything. This reflects the deep 
union between the Father and the Son.

Reflection: Jesus’ complete obedience to the Father is an example 
for us. When we live to please God, we can also experience His 
constant presence in our lives.

John 8:30

"When he had said these things, many believed in him."

Jesus’ words deeply impacted some listeners, leading many to 
believe in Him. His message of truth and divine authority 
attracted open hearts.

Reflection: The word of Jesus has the power to transform lives. 
When we listen sincerely and are willing to believe, faith arises in 
our hearts. Faith is the natural response to the truth that Jesus 
reveals.

John 8:31

"Then Jesus said to those Jews who had believed him, "If you 
continue in my word, you are truly my disciples."

Jesus states that the true mark of a disciple is to remain in His 
word. It is not enough to just believe, it is necessary to 
continue living according to His teachings.

Reflection: Being a disciple of Jesus is an ongoing 
commitment. We must not only believe in Jesus, but live 
according to His word daily, growing in obedience and 
faithfulness.
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John 8:32

"And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
Jesus promises that by abiding in His word, His disciples will know 
the truth, and that truth will set them free. He is speaking of a 
spiritual freedom that comes through knowing God and being 
freed from sin.

Reflection: The truth we find in Jesus sets us free. When we know 
and live the truth of Christ, we are freed from the lies of the world 
and the chains of sin. True freedom comes from knowing and 
following Jesus.

John 8:33

"They answered him, We are Abraham's descendants, and have never 
been in bondage to anyone; how can you say, 'You will be free?'"
The Jews to whom Jesus was speaking were proud of their descent 
from Abraham and claimed that they had never been slaves. They 
did not understand that Jesus was speaking of spiritual freedom, 
not physical slavery.

Reflection: Sometimes pride can blind us to the truth God wants 
to show us. We need to be open to recognizing our spiritual 
limitations and accepting the freedom Jesus offers.

John 8:34

"Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin."
Jesus makes it clear that the slavery He is talking about is slavery to 
sin. Everyone who lives in sin is bound by it, even if they are 
physically free.

Reflection: Sin imprisons us and prevents us from living true 
freedom in Christ. The freedom that Jesus
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offers is spiritual, freeing us from the slavery of sin and its 
consequences.

John 8:35

"A slave does not remain in the house forever; a son does 
forever."
Here Jesus compares the slave's relationship with sin to that of 
someone who has no permanent place in the Father's house. The 
slave has no permanent rights, but the son has a guaranteed 
place in the family.

Reflection: Jesus offers us the chance to no longer be "slaves" to 
sin, but "children" of God. As children, we have a permanent place 
in God's family, living under His grace and love.

John 8:36

"So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." Jesus 
declares that true freedom can only be obtained through Him. 
Only He can free people from the slavery of sin and give them true 
freedom.

Reflection: The freedom that the world offers is fleeting and 
illusory. The only freedom that truly transforms and lasts is the 
one that Jesus gives us, freeing us from the power of sin.

John 8:37

"I know that you are Abraham's descendants, yet you seek 
to kill me, because my word has no place in you."

Jesus acknowledges the physical lineage of the Jews, but reveals 
that despite this, they are trying to kill him. This happens

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



because the words of Jesus find no place in their hearts.

Reflection: It is not enough to have a religious or cultural 
heritage. What really matters is whether the word of God is in 
our hearts and transforms our lives. We need to make room 
for the word of Jesus in our lives.

John 8:38

"I speak the things which I have seen with my Father: but ye do the 
things which ye have heard from your father."
Jesus states that he speaks what he saw with his Father (God), while 
his listeners do what they learned from their father, referring to 
Satan. He establishes a spiritual distinction between those who 
follow God and those who follow sin.

Reflection: Jesus invites us to follow what He shows us through 
His relationship with the Father. We need to choose to follow 
God's teachings, and not the wrong paths that the world and sin 
offer us.

John 8:39

"They answered him, 'Our father is Abraham.' Jesus said to them, 'If you 
were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham.'"
The Jews reaffirm that they are descendants of Abraham, but Jesus 
challenges them to demonstrate this spiritual lineage through their 
actions. If they were truly children of Abraham, they would act with 
the faith and obedience that Abraham showed.

Reflection: It is not enough to simply claim a spiritual 
inheritance; our actions must reflect our faith. If we truly belong 
to God, our lives must show fruits of obedience and faith.
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John 8:40

"But now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the 
truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do so." Jesus 
points out the inconsistency: Abraham, the father of faith, would 
never act as they are acting—trying to kill someone who speaks 
God’s truth. They are not following Abraham’s example.

Reflection: Jesus challenges us to live as people who truly hear 
and accept God's truth. We must act with love, justice, and faith, 
just as Abraham did, and not allow sin to distort our actions.

John 8:41

"You do the works of your father. They said to him, 'We are 
not bastards; we have one Father, God.'"
The Jews insist that God is their Father, denying the accusation that 
they are "illegitimate children." But Jesus continues to confront them, 
showing that their actions indicate that they do not follow God, but 
rather another father—Satan.

Reflection: We may claim to be children of God, but our actions 
prove who we truly follow. We need to examine whether our 
works reflect God’s character or whether they are far from His 
principles.

John 8:42

"Jesus answered them, If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; for I came not of 
myself, but he sent me."
Jesus claims that if God were truly their Father, they would love 
Him, because Jesus came from God. Their lack of love for Jesus 
reveals that they are not truly children of God.
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Reflection: Love for Jesus is proof that we are children of God. 
When we recognize Jesus as coming from the Father and love 
him, it shows that we are connected to the heart of God.

John 8:43

"Why do you not understand my speech? It is because 
you are unable to hear my word."

Jesus reveals that the reason they do not understand His words is 
because they are spiritually deaf. They are unwilling to hear God’s 
truth because their hearts are closed.

Reflection: Sometimes we do not understand God’s words 
because our hearts are closed. We need to ask God to open our 
spiritual ears so that we can hear and understand His truth and 
thus live according to His will.

John 8:44

"Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and standeth not 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh 
a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it."

Jesus is blunt in saying that those who reject God’s truth and 
accuse Him are spiritually linked to the devil. He describes Satan 
as a murderer and a liar from the beginning, and that those who 
follow his path reject the truth and seek to satisfy their selfish and 
sinful desires.

Reflection: This verse reminds us that our choices and actions 
reveal who we truly follow: God's truth or Satan's lies. We must 
examine our
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life and ensure that we are aligned with God's truth, resisting the 
lies and temptations that the enemy puts in our path.

John 8:45

"But because I tell you the truth, you do not believe me." Here 
Jesus exposes that, despite His telling the truth, they do not 
believe. The hardness of people’s hearts prevents them from 
accepting Jesus’ message. The truth often confronts sin and wrong 
belief systems, and not everyone is ready to accept this.

Reflection: Truth can often be difficult to accept because it 
confronts us and challenges us to change. We need to have 
hearts open to God’s word, even when it exposes our flaws, 
because it is through this transformation that we find true life.

John 8:46

"Which of you convinces me of sin? If I tell you the truth, 
why do you not believe me?"
Jesus challenges His opponents to prove that He has committed 
any sin. He is blameless, and yet they refuse to believe the truth 
He is proclaiming. This verse highlights the perfection and 
holiness of Jesus.

Reflection: Jesus is the only sinless One, the perfect example of 
truth and righteousness. Even though the world tries to discredit 
Him, He remains flawless. This encourages us to trust in His word 
and His impeccable character.
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John 8:47

"Whoever is of God hears the words of God; therefore you do not 
listen to me, because you are not of God."
Jesus explains that those who are of God listen to and obey His 
word. The reason these men do not listen to Jesus is because 
they do not truly belong to God, despite their religious 
pretensions.

Reflection: Hearing and obeying God’s word is a sign of 
someone who truly belongs to Him. It is not enough to 
simply know about or attend religious places; it is necessary 
to have a heart willing to follow what God says.

John 8:48

"Then the Jews answered and said to him, "Are we not right in 
saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?"
The Jewish leaders, unable to refute Jesus' truth, resort to insults. 
Calling Him a "Samaritan" was a way of dishonoring Him, since 
Samaritans were despised by the Jews. They also accused Him of 
being possessed by a demon, trying to discredit His words.

Reflection: When the truth confronts people, they sometimes 
react with contempt and slander, rather than seeking 
understanding. This teaches us to have patience and to stand 
firm in the truth, even in the face of opposition.

John 8:49

"Jesus answered, I do not have a demon; on the contrary, I 
honor my Father, and you dishonor me."
Jesus calmly responds to the accusations. He denies the 
allegations and states that His purpose is to honor the Father, 
while those who accuse Him are dishonoring both Him and God. 
Jesus shows the importance of
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remain faithful to the mission of glorifying the Father, even in the face 
of false accusations.

Reflection: Remaining God-honoring, even when we are 
misunderstood or criticized, is essential. Our lives should be 
dedicated to the glory of God, not to the opinions of others.

John 8:50

"I do not seek my own glory; there is one who seeks and 
judges."
Jesus makes it clear that He is not seeking His own glory, but the 
glory of God. God is the judge who will determine who is worthy of 
honor. He is not concerned with human judgments, but with the 
judgment of the Father.

Reflection: Our lives should not be guided by the search for 
personal recognition or glory. Like Jesus, we should seek the 
glory of God and let Him be the judge of our actions.

John 8:51

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my word, he 
shall never see death."
Jesus makes a powerful promise: those who keep His word, that 
is, who live according to Christ’s teachings, will not experience 
eternal death. They will have eternal life.

Reflection: The word of Christ is the key to eternal life. When we 
commit ourselves to following his teachings, we find true life, a 
life that goes beyond physical death, leading us to eternity with 
God.
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John 8:52

"The Jews said to him, Now we know that you have a demon. 
Abraham died, and so did the prophets, and you say, 'If anyone 
keeps my word, he will never taste death.'" The Jews 
misinterpret Jesus' words as a promise that those who follow him 
will never die physically. They use the example of Abraham and the 
prophets who died to discredit Jesus, accusing him again of being 
demon possessed.

Reflection: People often misinterpret God’s spiritual promises, 
focusing only on the immediate, physical aspects of life. We need 
to remember that Jesus’ promises extend beyond this world, 
touching the eternal realm.

John 8:53

"Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The 
prophets also died. Who then do you make yourself out to be?"

The Jews question Jesus' identity, suggesting that He is placing 
Himself above Abraham and the prophets. They do not yet 
understand that Jesus is the Son of God, with divine authority.

Reflection: Just as the Jews questioned Jesus’ identity, many 
today still doubt His authority and divinity. We must seek a 
deeper understanding of who Jesus is and recognize His 
supremacy over all.

John 8:54

"Jesus answered, If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing; but 
my Father, whom you say is your God, glorifies me."

Jesus responds that He is not seeking His own glory.
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All the glory He possesses comes from the Father, the very God whom the 
Jews say they worship, but whom they do not recognize in the Son.

Reflection: True glory comes from God. When we live to please 
and honor God, He is the one who exalts us. We should not seek 
human approval, but rather divine approval.

John 8:55

"But you have not known him, but I know him. If I said that I 
do not know him, I would be a liar like you; but I do know him 
and keep his word." Jesus again affirms the intimacy He has with 
the Father, something that the religious leaders did not 
understand. He declares that if He said He did not know the 
Father, He would be lying, just like the leaders who claimed to 
know God but rejected the truth revealed by Christ.

Reflection: Knowing God is not just a matter of words, but of a 
deep relationship and living according to His will. Jesus is the 
perfect example of someone who knows the Father and keeps His 
word.

John 8:56

"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and 
was glad."
Jesus reveals that Abraham, the patriarch of faith, had a prophetic 
vision of the “day” of Christ—the fulfillment of God’s promises 
through the Messiah. Abraham rejoiced to see the plan of 
redemption being realized.

Reflection: Abraham's faith was based on promises that he did 
not see completely fulfilled in his life. In the same way, we are 
called to believe in God's promises, even when we do not yet see 
their complete fulfillment.
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true faith looks beyond the present, trusting God for the 
future.

John 8:57

"Then the Jews asked him, 'You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?'"
The Jews misinterpret what Jesus is saying, thinking that He is 
claiming to have physically seen Abraham. They look only at Jesus' 
age and, in disbelief, scoff at the idea that He could have met 
Abraham.

Reflection: When people have hardened hearts, they often fixate 
on natural and material matters, failing to perceive the spiritual 
truths that God is trying to reveal. We must open our spiritual eyes 
to understand the depths of God’s revelation.

John 8:58

"Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Before Abraham was, I am."
In this powerful verse, Jesus declares His deity by using the 
expression “I am,” the same title God used when revealing Himself 
to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). Jesus clearly states 
that He existed before Abraham and that He is the eternal “I Am,” 
God Himself.

Reflection: This statement is central to understanding who Jesus 
is. He is not just a great teacher or prophet; He is God Himself 
incarnate. This truth is essential to our Christian faith, and 
recognizing Jesus as God changes our entire perspective on life 
and eternity.
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John 8:59

"Then they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself 
and went out of the temple."
The religious leaders were so offended by Jesus' claim to be the "I 
Am" that they picked up stones to stone Him, which was the 
punishment for blasphemy. However, Jesus leaves the temple 
unharmed, showing that His time to die had not yet come.

Reflection: The religious leaders’ rejection of Jesus is a tragic 
example of how pride and spiritual blindness can lead us away 
from the truth. The Jews’ attitude here challenges us to examine 
our hearts: Are we open to recognizing Christ’s deity and following 
Him, or are we hardened and ready to reject Him when His words 
challenge our beliefs?

Final Reflection on John 8

John chapter 8 brings a powerful revelation about the identity of 
Jesus, challenging both religious leaders and us, the readers, to 
understand who He really is. Jesus presents Himself as the light 
of the world, the one who brings clarity, truth and spiritual 
liberation. However, many, driven by prejudice and religious 
traditions, have rejected His message.

One of the most profound points of this chapter is Jesus’ 
declaration, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). Here He 
affirms Himself as the eternal “I Am,” the same God who revealed 
Himself to Moses. This truth is central to our Christian faith: Jesus 
is not just a teacher or prophet, but God Himself, the divine 
incarnation. Recognizing this is crucial to our understanding of 
salvation and the purpose of life.

This chapter also warns us about the danger of spiritual 
blindness. The religious leaders, despite having access to the 
Scriptures, were blind to the truth before them. They
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preferred to remain in their traditions rather than accept the 
newness of Christ's revelation. We are called to reflect on whether 
our beliefs or prejudices prevent us from seeing the truth that 
Jesus offers us.

Finally, John 8 reminds us that Jesus offers freedom, but this 
freedom comes through the truth. He says, “And you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). This freedom 
goes beyond earthly circumstances; it is a spiritual liberation that 
allows us to live in full communion with God. The invitation is 
clear: accepting the light of Christ brings us freedom and eternal 
life. To reject it is to remain in darkness.

This chapter is a call to open our hearts, let go of pride and 
preconceived ideas, and surrender to the truth of who Jesus is—
the Son of God, the Savior of the world.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 9 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 9 tells the powerful story of Jesus healing a man who was 
born blind. This miracle goes beyond physical restoration, as it 
reveals the spiritual blindness of those who refuse to believe in 
Christ. Throughout this chapter, Jesus presents himself as the light 
of the world, able to open our eyes not only to physical vision, but 
also to spiritual truth. This is an invitation to reflect on the need for 
humility and faith in order to see God’s truth in our lives.

John 9:1
"As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind 
from birth."
Here we are introduced to a man who had never seen. Blindness 
from birth was considered a great suffering, and many believed it 
was a direct result of sin. Jesus, upon seeing this man, did not 
ignore his condition, but saw an opportunity to demonstrate the 
power of God.

Reflection:
Jesus sees beyond our physical limitations and difficult 
circumstances. He recognizes our need for healing, both 
physical and spiritual.

John 9:2
"His disciples asked him, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?'"
The disciples, following the common thinking of the time, 
believe that the man's blindness was caused by sin. They want 
to know who is responsible, whether it was the man or his 
parents.
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Reflection:
Sometimes we tend to look for someone to blame for the 
problems we face, but our difficulties are not always caused by 
personal mistakes or failures.

John 9:3
"Jesus said, 'Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this 
happened so that the work of God might be displayed in him.'"

Jesus corrects the disciples’ perception. This man’s blindness is not 
a direct consequence of sin. Rather, God will allow His power to be 
revealed through this situation.

Reflection:
Our challenges can be opportunities for God to demonstrate His 
power in our lives and in our stories.

John 9:4
"While it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. The 
night is coming, when no one can work."

Jesus is aware that His time on earth is limited. He emphasizes 
the urgency of doing God's work while there is still opportunity, 
for the "night" (symbolizing the crucifixion and His physical 
absence) is approaching.

Reflection:
There is an urgency to fulfill our mission in life. We must seize 
every opportunity to serve God while we have time.

John 9:5
"While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." Jesus again 
declares himself to be the light of the world, an image that 
symbolizes truth, God's revelation and
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salvation. He is the one who brings clarity to spiritual and physical 
darkness.

Reflection:
Jesus is our light, able to guide us through the darkness of life. 
Only He can illuminate our true condition and offer us salvation.

John 9:6
"Having said this, he spat on the ground, mixed some dirt with saliva, 
and applied it to the man's eyes."
This is a symbolic act of Jesus. He uses saliva and dirt to heal the 
blind man, showing that God can use even simple elements of 
creation to accomplish His purposes.

Reflection:
God works in unexpected ways. Often, He uses simple, humble 
methods to bring us healing and restoration.

John 9:7
"Then he said to him, 'Go wash in the pool of Siloam' (which means Sent). 
So the man went and washed and came back seeing."
Jesus commands the man to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. 
The man obeys, and his sight is restored. The pool of Siloam, 
whose name means "sent one," symbolically points to Jesus, the 
One sent by God.

Reflection:
Obeying Jesus’ word brings healing and transformation. 
When we follow His instructions, we experience profound 
changes in our lives.

John 9:8
"His neighbors and those who had seen him begging before 
asked, 'Isn't this the same man who used to beg?
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sit around begging?'"
People who knew the man were surprised to see him able to see. 
They had been used to seeing him as blind and a beggar, and 
now his condition had changed radically.

Reflection:
When God works in our lives, the impact is often so great that 
others are amazed at the transformation. God can radically 
change our circumstances.

John 9:9
"Some claimed it was him. Others said, 'No, he just looks like him. ' 
But he himself insisted, 'It is I. '" Some people had difficulty 
believing that the healed man was the same man who had been 
blind. This shows how dramatic his transformation was. The man, 
however, confirmed his identity.

Reflection:
God’s work in our lives can be so profound that even those who 
know us may not believe the change. When God intervenes, 
things really do change.

John 9:10
"Then how were your eyes opened?" they asked.

People were curious to know how this transformation happened. 
They wanted to understand the process the man went through to 
be cured.

Reflection:
God’s work in our lives generates testimony and curiosity in 
others. When we are transformed by Him, we have the 
opportunity to share the source of that change.
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John 9:11
"He replied, 'The man called Jesus made mud and put it on my 
eyes. Then he told me to go and wash in Siloam. So I went and 
washed, and now I see!'"
The blind man, now healed, recounts what happened. He testifies 
that it was Jesus who performed the miracle and describes the 
simple steps he followed: Jesus made mud, put it on his eyes, and 
told him to wash in the pool of Siloam. The man obeyed, and his 
sight was restored.

Reflection:
Obeying Jesus’ instructions, even if they seem simple or unusual, 
can bring about great transformations. This verse shows us that 
the path to healing is often simple: listening to and following 
God’s word.

John 9:12
"Then they asked him, 'Where is this man?' And he 
answered, 'I do not know.'"
The people wanted to know where Jesus, the author of the 
miracle, was. However, the healed man did not know where to 
find him, because Jesus had gone away.

Reflection:
Sometimes we experience miracles and interventions from God 
without fully understanding who He is or where He is. This 
reminds us that encountering Jesus is an ongoing process of 
discovery.

John 9:13
"They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind."
The people took the man to the Pharisees, who were religious 
leaders, probably to have the miracle examined by them. The 
Pharisees were known for their
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rigidity in relation to the Law and wanted to evaluate what had 
happened.

Reflection:
Not everyone who witnesses a miracle from God accepts it right 
away. Often, those who are bound by traditions or religious rules 
may have difficulty recognizing God’s work.

John 9:14
"It was the Sabbath the day Jesus made the mud and opened the 
man's eyes."
This detail is important because performing healings on the 
Sabbath was considered a violation of Sabbath laws by the 
Pharisees. According to Jewish tradition, the Sabbath was 
supposed to be a day of rest, and any type of work was forbidden, 
which included making mud or healing.

Reflection:
Jesus challenges human traditions and interpretations of the Law, 
showing that the greater good—healing and restoring lives—is 
above rules and rituals. He teaches us that compassion must be 
prioritized.

John 9:15
"Then the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. 
He answered, 'He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I 
see.'"
The Pharisees questioned the man about how he was healed. 
Once again, the man simply recounted what Jesus did: mud was 
applied to his eyes, he washed them, and then he could see.

Reflection:
The simplicity of the man’s testimony contrasts with the 
complexity of the Pharisees’ questions. Sometimes God’s work is 
straightforward and clear, but it can be difficult to accept for 
those who seek complications or proof.
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John 9:16
"Some of the Pharisees said, 'This man is not from God, because 
he does not keep the Sabbath.' But others said, 'How can a sinner 
do such signs?' And there was a division among them."

The Pharisees began to argue among themselves. Some accused 
Jesus of being a sinner because He did not observe the Sabbath 
according to tradition. Others wondered how someone who was 
not from God could perform such powerful miracles. This division 
reveals the difficulty the Pharisees had in reconciling their 
religious rules with Jesus’ miracles.

Reflection:
The division among the Pharisees shows how legalism can blind 
people to the work of God. Jesus came to show that love, mercy, 
and healing are above rituals and traditions.

John 9:17
"So they asked the blind man again, 'What do you say about 
him? He opened your eyes.' He answered, 'He is a prophet.'"

The Pharisees asked the healed man for his opinion. He, still with 
his limited understanding of Jesus, responded that Jesus was a 
prophet. This showed that although he did not yet fully 
understand who Jesus was, he recognized that He had special 
authority from God.

Reflection:
Understanding who Jesus is grows progressively. Often, our 
spiritual vision develops over time as we witness and experience 
the power of God in our lives.
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John 9:18
"The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and could now 
see, until they sent for the man's parents." The religious leaders 
did not believe the man's testimony and sought confirmation 
from his parents. They were so caught up in skepticism that they 
could not accept the miracle without further verification.

Reflection:
Skepticism can prevent people from seeing the truth. When we 
are closed to God’s action, we can question even what is 
obvious.

John 9:19
"Then they asked, 'Is this your son? Was he born blind? How 
can he now see?'"
The Pharisees questioned the man's parents to confirm whether 
he was really born blind and, if so, how he was healed. They 
wanted assurance before they would believe in the miracle.

Reflection:
The search for proof sometimes reveals more doubt than faith. 
While faith seeks to understand God’s work, unbelief always 
demands more signs and explanations.

John 9:20
"The parents replied, 'We know that he is our son and that he was 
born blind.'"
The man's parents confirm his identity and claim he was indeed 
born blind, authenticating part of the miracle.

Reflection:
Faced with what God does in our lives, sometimes even those 
closest to us may hesitate to testify with conviction. However, 
God always reveals the truth, even in the face of doubt.
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John 9:21
"But we do not know how he can see now, or who opened his 
eyes. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself."

The parents do not directly involve themselves in the question of 
how their son was healed. Fearful of social and religious 
consequences, they suggest that religious leaders ask their son 
directly, since he is of age.

Reflection:
There are times when even our loved ones may hesitate to publicly 
support what God is doing in our lives. This challenges us to be 
steadfast in our faith and to witness boldly.

John 9:22
"His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for they had 
already decided that if anyone confessed that Jesus was the Christ, he 
would be put out of the synagogue."
The parents of the healed man were afraid to say anything about 
Jesus, because the Jewish leaders had already decided that anyone 
who said that Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the 
synagogue. Being expelled from the synagogue meant being 
excluded from the religious and social life of the community.

Reflection:
Fear of losing social privileges or facing persecution often prevents 
people from speaking the truth. We should reflect on the courage it 
takes to confess Jesus publicly, even when it may bring us negative 
consequences.

John 9:23
"That's why his parents said, 'He's old enough; ask him.'"
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The parents, afraid of compromising themselves, transferred the 
responsibility of responding to their son, since he was of legal 
age. They avoided directly confirming anything about Jesus, for 
fear of the authorities.

Reflection:
Sometimes, out of fear or external pressure, people prefer to 
distance themselves from matters of faith. However, each of us is 
called to respond personally to God’s work in our lives.

John 9:24
"A second time they called the man who had been blind and said 
to him, 'For the glory of God, tell the truth. We know that this man 
is a sinner.'"
The Pharisees called the healed man back and pressured him 
to admit that Jesus was a sinner. They tried to manipulate his 
response by telling him to “give glory to God,” which in their 
view meant agreeing with their view of Jesus.

Reflection:
Truth cannot be shaped by the expectations of others. When we 
find truth in Jesus, we must stand firm in it, even if authorities or 
those around us try to distort it.

John 9:25
"He answered, 'Whether he is a sinner or not, I do not know. One thing I do know: that 

though I was blind, now I see.'"

The healed man stands his ground, not engaging in 
theological debates about who Jesus was. He simply shares 
his personal testimony: he was blind, but now he can see. 
This direct testimony is powerful and undeniable.

Reflection:
Our personal testimony has tremendous power. Although
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Even though we may not understand everything about Jesus right 
away, we can always share what He has done in our lives. Visible 
transformation is a testimony that speaks for itself.

John 9:26
"Then they asked him, 'What did he do to her? How did he open her 
eyes?'"
The Pharisees continued to question the man about the details of 
the miracle, trying to find an explanation or a point they could 
dispute. They were fixated on the technique rather than 
acknowledging the miracle.

Reflection:
When people have hardened hearts, they can fixate on 
insignificant details while losing sight of God’s great work. We 
must be open to the miracle rather than clinging to doubt.

John 9:27
"He replied, 'I told you already, and you did not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become 
his disciples?'"
The healed man begins to grow impatient with the repeated 
questions. He challenges the Pharisees with a provocative 
question: “Do you want to be his disciples?” This bold response 
demonstrates that the man, now with new vision, is also gaining 
courage in his faith.

Reflection:
When we experience the transforming power of Jesus, our faith 
and boldness grow. Like the healed man, we must be willing to 
challenge the unbelief around us and witness with confidence.

John 9:28
"Then they insulted him and said, 'You are his disciple!
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we are disciples of Moses!'"
The Pharisees react with contempt and insults, affirming their 
allegiance to Moses, a central figure in Jewish Law. For them, 
following Jesus was a betrayal of the traditions of Moses, and it 
reflected their pride in being the guardians of the Law.

Reflection:
Resistance to Jesus’ message can come from an excessive 
attachment to traditions and old ways of thinking. We need to 
be open to God’s new revelation in Christ, without clinging to 
religious pride.

John 9:29
"We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this one, we don't even 
know where he comes from."
The Pharisees reinforce their trust in Moses and express their 
skepticism about Jesus, saying that they do not know where He 
comes from. They refuse to recognize Jesus' divine origin.

Reflection:
Even with clear evidence, hardened hearts can reject Jesus. We 
need to remember that recognizing God’s work requires humility 
and a willingness to see beyond human traditions.

John 9:30
"The man replied, 'Now this is extraordinary! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.'" The healed 
man responds sarcastically, showing the irony of the situation: 
the religious leaders, who should be able to discern spiritual 
things, fail to recognize Jesus' origin, despite the clear miracle He 
performed.

Reflection:
Spiritual blindness is often deeper than physical blindness. The 
works of Jesus are clear to those who
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have open hearts, but those who are trapped in their pride 
and unbelief may miss the obvious.

John 9:31
"We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
listens to the man who fears him and does his will."
The healed man makes a simple and theologically correct 
statement: God hears those who fear Him and do His will. He 
affirms that Jesus, in performing this miracle, is evidently in tune 
with God.

Reflection:
Practical faith and obedience to God are the path to hearing and 
being heard by Him. When we see someone acting in the power of 
God, we should recognize that this person is in alignment with 
God’s will.

John 9:32
"No one has ever heard of the eyes of a man born blind 
being opened."
The healed man highlights the uniqueness of the miracle. Never 
before in history had anyone heard of anyone being born blind and 
being healed. He emphasizes that what happened to him was 
unprecedented, showing that Jesus was unlike anyone else.

Reflection:
Jesus does the impossible. He doesn’t just perform ordinary 
miracles, but things that have never been seen before. His 
ability to transform our lives is beyond human comprehension, 
and He continues to amaze us with His power and grace.

John 9:33
"If this man were not of God, he could do nothing."
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The healed man makes a simple and logical statement: if Jesus 
were not from God, He would not be able to perform such an 
extraordinary miracle. He recognizes that Jesus’ power to heal 
him is proof of His connection to God.

Reflection:
God’s work is manifested in a clear and unquestionable way. 
When we see something as powerful and transformative as a 
miracle, we must recognize that it comes from God and not from 
human abilities.

John 9:34
"Then they answered him, 'You were born full of sin; how dare 
you teach us?' And they cast him out."
The Pharisees, instead of considering the truth that the man spoke, 
react with arrogance and disdain, accusing him of being a sinner 
from birth and rejecting any possibility that he could teach them. 
With this attitude of superiority, they expel him.

Reflection:
Spiritual pride prevents people from accepting the truth. When 
we are closed to listening and learning, we can miss the 
opportunity to see God at work. Humility is essential to growing 
in faith.

John 9:35
"Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 
'Do you believe in the Son of Man?'"
Jesus, knowing that the man had been thrown out of the 
synagogue, goes to meet him. He asks a direct question about the 
man's faith: "Do you believe in the Son of Man?", referring to 
Himself as the Messiah.

Reflection:
Jesus always reaches out to those who are rejected and 
marginalized. He meets us in times of rejection and gives us the 
opportunity to express our faith in Him.
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John 9:36
"He asked, 'Who is he, Lord, that I may believe in him?'"

The healed man responds with humility and curiosity. He has 
already recognized the power of Jesus, but he does not yet fully 
understand who He is. The man is willing to believe, but he 
needs to know more about Jesus.

Reflection:
Faith often begins with an open heart. We may not understand 
everything about Jesus right away, but the willingness to learn 
and believe brings us closer to Him.

John 9:37
"Jesus said, 'You have already seen him. It is he who is speaking 
to you.'"
Jesus reveals Himself to the man, affirming that He is the Son of Man
—the Messiah. Jesus confirms that it is He who performed the 
miracle and who stands before the man at that moment.

Reflection:
Jesus reveals Himself to those who are willing to believe. When 
we seek the truth, He clearly presents Himself to us, showing 
His identity as the Savior.

John 9:38
"Then the man said, 'Lord, I believe.' And he worshiped him." 
After Jesus' revelation, the man expresses his faith without 
hesitation, declaring his belief and worshiping Jesus. The man's 
faith is now complete, as he recognizes the true identity of Jesus.

Reflection:
True faith leads us to worship. When
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Once we recognize who Jesus really is, our natural response 
should be to worship Him and follow Him with all our hearts.

John 9:39
"Jesus said, 'For judgment I came into this world, so that the blind 
may see and those who see may become blind.'"
Jesus explains that His coming into the world is to bring 
discernment and judgment. Those who recognize their own 
spiritual blindness will be healed, but those who think they are 
spiritually "enlightened" and do not recognize their need for 
Jesus will remain blind.

Reflection:
God’s judgment often reverses our expectations. Those who 
consider themselves wise or righteous may be spiritually blind, 
while those who recognize their weakness are the ones who truly 
receive healing and light.

John 9:40
"Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and 
asked, 'Are we blind too?'"
The Pharisees, hearing Jesus' statement, are offended and 
sarcastically ask if He is saying that they are also blind. They 
cannot accept the idea that they need spiritual enlightenment, as 
they believe they already have all the knowledge they need.

Reflection:
Spiritual arrogance can prevent us from seeing the truth about 
ourselves. We need to be humble enough to admit when we are 
wrong or spiritually blind.

John 9:41
"Jesus said, 'If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but 
now that you say you can see, the guilt of sin is yours.
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you remain.'"
Jesus concludes that if the Pharisees recognized their spiritual 
blindness, they would not be guilty of sin, because there would be 
room for repentance and change. However, because they claim to 
see—that is, they think they already have the complete truth—
they remain in sin, for they reject God’s way.

Reflection:
The real danger is thinking that we already know everything and 
no longer need correction or spiritual guidance. Humility before 
God is the path to truth and salvation. We must always be willing 
to acknowledge our need for Jesus and His light.

Final Reflection on John 9

Chapter 9 of the Gospel of John highlights the incredible 
transformation in the life of a man who was born blind and was 
healed by Jesus. More than just a physical healing, this miracle 
reveals the power of Jesus to bring light not only to eyes but also 
to hearts. While the healed man begins to see and recognize Jesus 
as Lord, the religious leaders remain spiritually blind, trapped in 
pride and unbelief.

This passage reminds us of the importance of humility in our 
journey of faith. We must recognize our own limitations and 
spiritual blindness, always seeking the light of Christ to guide us. 
Those who close themselves off to this truth, believing that they 
already know or see everything, end up far from true salvation. On 
the other hand, those who, like the blind man, humbly recognize 
their need for healing and transformation, find the light that sets 
them free.

Just as Jesus brought light to that man, He wants to bring clarity 
and truth into our lives. As we reflect on this chapter, we are called 
to examine whether there are areas
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in our lives where we are blind to God's truth. May we be like the 
healed man, willing to see, believe and worship Jesus, who is the 
light of the world.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 10 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In John 10, Jesus presents Himself as the “Good Shepherd,” 
contrasting Himself with the religious leaders of Israel, whom 
He describes as mercenaries. He reveals His intimate 
relationship with the Father and His mission to give life to His 
sheep, those who follow Him. The chapter also highlights the 
growing conflict with the Pharisees, who misunderstand His 
words and try to accuse Him of blasphemy. Through this 
metaphor, Jesus teaches us about His role as savior, protector, 
and guide, inviting us to follow Him to experience the abundant 
life He offers.

John 10:1

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into 
the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber."

Jesus begins with a strong statement. He uses the metaphor of a 
sheepfold to illustrate the kingdom of God. Anyone who tries to 
enter the sheepfold in any other way, without following the right 
path, is called a thief. This symbolizes those who try to gain 
eternal life or spiritual leadership in a dishonest or illegitimate 
way.

Reflection: Jesus warns us about false leaders and teachers 
who do not follow God's principles. He alone is the true way to 
salvation.

John 10:2

"But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep."
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Here Jesus highlights the legitimacy of the true shepherd. The one who 
enters through the door, who follows the right and authorized path, is 
the shepherd of the sheep. He has the right to lead and guide the 
sheep.

Reflection: A true spiritual leader follows the paths 
established by God and is recognized by his right relationship 
with Him.

John 10:3

"For him the gatekeeper opens, and the sheep hear his 
voice; he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out."

The shepherd is recognized by the gatekeeper, and the sheep hear his 
voice. This shows the intimate and personal relationship between the 
shepherd and his sheep. He knows each of them individually and guides 
them.

Reflection: Jesus, as our Shepherd, knows us by name and calls 
us personally. He wants to guide each of us on our journey of 
faith.

John 10:4

"When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, 
and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice."

The shepherd not only guides his sheep, but also walks before 
them, setting an example. The sheep trust him because they know 
his voice and willingly follow him.

Reflection: As Christians, we are called to follow Jesus, trusting in 
His leadership and guidance. By knowing His voice, we can 
discern the right path to follow.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 10:5

"But a stranger they will by no means follow, but will flee from 
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers."

Sheep recognize the voice of the shepherd, but they do not follow 
strangers. This is a warning about the danger of following false 
leaders or doctrines that do not come from God.

Reflection: We need to be spiritually alert to discern 
between the voice of Jesus and the voice of false teachers, 
fleeing from teachings that do not come from God.

John 10:6

"Jesus spoke this parable to them, but they did not 
understand the meaning of what he was saying to them."

Here John explains that the people did not fully understand the 
metaphor Jesus was using. They failed to grasp the spiritual 
depth of the message.

Reflection: Not everyone has the spiritual sensitivity to 
understand God’s truths immediately. Spiritual 
understanding requires an open heart that is receptive to 
God’s guidance.

John 10:7

"Then Jesus said to them again, 'Very truly, I say to you, I am 
the door for the sheep.'"

Jesus clarifies the metaphor by stating that He Himself is the door. 
He is the only means by which someone can enter the sheepfold, 
that is, the kingdom of God. He is the gateway to salvation.
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Reflection: Jesus is the only way to eternal life. Only through 
Him can we find salvation and spiritual protection.

John 10:8

"All who ever came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them."

Jesus refers to false leaders and messiahs who appeared 
before Him, but who were not true shepherds. The true sheep, 
those who belong to God, did not follow these impostors.

Reflection: Even amidst many false voices and spiritual leaders, 
God’s sheep are always drawn to the truth, which is found in Jesus.

John 10:9

"I am the door; if anyone enters through me, he will be saved; he will go 
in and out and find pasture."

Jesus reaffirms that He is the door to salvation. Those who 
enter through Him find security, freedom, and spiritual 
provision. The "pasture" symbolizes the spiritual food and 
abundant life that Jesus offers.

Reflection: In Christ we find everything we need—security, 
provision, and a full life. He is our source of spiritual sustenance.

John 10:10

"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it more abundantly."
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Jesus makes a clear contrast between the purpose of the thief 
(who represents Satan and false leaders) and His own purpose. 
While the thief destroys, Jesus came to give life, and not just any 
life, but life in abundance.

Reflection: True, fulfilled life can only be found in Jesus. He 
came not only to save us from sin, but to give us a life rich in 
purpose, joy, and peace in God.

John 10:11

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the 
sheep."

Here, Jesus identifies himself as the “good shepherd,” a common 
figure in the ancient world, especially in the agricultural context. 
He emphasizes that the good shepherd not only cares for the 
sheep, but is willing to give his life for them. This points to Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross.

Reflection: Jesus not only guides and protects us, but He gave His 
own life for us. His love is sacrificial, showing the lengths He was 
willing to go to save us.

John 10:12

"The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them."

Here Jesus contrasts the good shepherd with the hireling. The 
hireling does not care about the sheep because they are not his. 
When danger arises, he runs away, leaving the sheep vulnerable 
to attack.

Reflection: Many leaders may be in positions of authority, but they 
do not have a genuine heart for the good of the people.
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being of those they serve. Jesus, as the good shepherd, would 
never abandon us in times of trouble.

John 10:13

"The mercenary flees, because he is a mercenary and does not care 
for the sheep."

Jesus explains why the hireling flees: he is there only for his own 
interest, with no real commitment to the sheep. There is no 
loving relationship between him and the sheep.

Reflection: God calls us to be leaders who truly care about others, 
like Jesus, who is the model of a true and committed shepherd. 
Those who lead must put others above their own interests.

John 10:14

"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep, and my sheep 
know me."

Jesus reaffirms that He is the good shepherd and that the 
relationship between Him and His sheep is profound. He knows 
them intimately, and the sheep, in turn, know the voice and 
character of the shepherd.

Reflection: Our walk with Christ is based on an intimate 
relationship. Jesus knows us completely, and we are called to know 
Him more and more,
recognizing His voice in our lives.

John 10:15

"As the Father knows me, so I know the Father; and I lay down 
my life for the sheep."
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Jesus compares the relationship between Himself and His sheep to 
the deep relationship He has with the Father. This intimate 
connection serves as the basis for Jesus’ sacrifice, as He is willing 
to give His life for the sheep out of love.

Reflection: Jesus’ love for us reflects the perfect love that exists in 
the Trinity. He loves us with the same intensity with which the 
Father loves Him. This gives us a deep assurance in His sacrifice.

John 10:16

"And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they will hear my voice: and there shall be 
one flock, and one shepherd."

Jesus mentions other "sheep" outside the fold. This refers to the 
Gentiles (non-Jews) who will also be part of His flock. He was 
preparing the way for all, Jews and Gentiles, to be united into one 
flock under one shepherd.

Reflection: The gospel of Jesus is inclusive and universal. He came 
for all peoples and nations, and everyone is called to be part of His 
flock. No matter where we come from, we can all hear His voice 
and follow Him.

John 10:17

"For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it 

up again."

Here Jesus begins to speak of the great purpose of His life and 
death. The Father loves Him because He is willing to sacrifice 
Himself and then rise again, showing His power over life and 
death.
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Reflection: Jesus’ sacrifice is voluntary and part of His plan of love 
for us. He not only gave His life, but He also took it back, showing 
His power as the Savior and the source of eternal life.

John 10:18

"No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I have received from my Father."

Jesus makes it clear that His sacrifice was not forced. He chose 
to give His life willingly and has the power to rise again. This is 
all part of the plan He received from the Father.

Reflection: Jesus’ sacrifice was an intentional act of love. He had 
the power to prevent it, but He chose to give His life for us. This 
reminds us of the depth of His love and His sovereign control over 
life and death.

John 10:19

"Because of these words there arose a new division among the 
Jews."

Jesus’ words created controversy. Some people were ready to 
accept His claims, while others were confused or opposed. Jesus 
always provoked strong reactions because of His statements 
about His identity.

Reflection: Jesus’ message can be divisive because it challenges us 
to make a decision. We must choose between accepting Him as 
the good shepherd that He is or rejecting Him. That choice shapes 
our lives and destiny.
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John 10:20

"Many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad: why hear 
ye him?"

Some of the religious leaders accused Jesus of being demon-
possessed or insane. His words were so powerful and different 
from what they expected that they chose to discredit Him rather 
than accept Him.

Reflection: Even today, there are people who reject Jesus’ 
message as incomprehensible or radical. However, those who 
have an open heart realize that His words are true and full of life.

John 10:21

"Others said, These are not the words of one possessed by a 
demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"

On the other hand, there were those who recognized the authority 
of Jesus and His miracles, and who rightly argued that someone 
with demonic powers could not accomplish the good that Jesus 
was doing.

Reflection: Jesus’ works always testify to who He really is. When we 
observe Jesus’ goodness and miracles, we are confronted with the 
truth: He is the Son of God, who came to bring salvation and 
healing.

John 10:22

"The Feast of the Dedication was being celebrated in Jerusalem. It was 
winter."

The Feast of Dedication (or Hanukkah) was a Jewish 
celebration commemorating the rededication of the Temple in 
Jerusalem after its desecration by the Greeks around 200 AD.
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years before Christ. The evangelist John mentions that it was 
winter, highlighting the cold atmosphere of the season.

Reflection: The historical and cultural context is important. Jesus 
participated in these Jewish festivals, showing that He lived 
integrated into the culture and traditions of His people. This 
teaches us the importance of understanding the environment in 
which we live in order to bring God's message.

John 10:23

"And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon's Portico."

Jesus was walking in the Temple, specifically in Solomon's Porch, 
a covered area protected from the cold, where teachers used to 
teach. This was a place of great movement and theological 
discussion.

Reflection: The fact that Jesus was in the Temple, among His 
people, reminds us that He is always present in our lives. Just as 
He walked in the Temple, He walks with us today, wherever we 
are.

John 10:24

"Then the Jews gathered round him, and said unto him, How long 
dost thou keep us in suspense? If thou be the Christ, tell us 
plainly."

The Jews surrounded Jesus and asked Him to tell them clearly 
whether He was the Messiah. They were impatient and wanted 
a straight answer, even though they had already seen and 
heard many of Jesus’ miracles and teachings.

Reflection: Often times, we want God to give us clear and direct 
answers, but He has already shown us enough signs of His 
presence and love. Faith involves trusting God, even when all the 
answers are not evident.
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John 10:25

"Jesus answered them, I told you already, and you did not believe: 
the works that I do in my Father's name, they testify of me."

Jesus replied that He had already revealed who He was, but they 
did not believe. His works—the miracles and signs
— were sufficient proof that He was the one sent by God.

Reflection: Unbelief often comes not from lack of evidence, but 
from a refusal to accept what has already been revealed. Jesus 
always gives us evidence of His love and power, but it is up to us to 
believe.

John 10:26

"But you do not believe, because you are not of my sheep."

Jesus explains that they do not believe because they are not part of 
His sheep. Jesus' sheep recognize His voice and follow Him, but 
those who do not follow Him, by their own choice, cannot 
recognize His divinity.

Reflection: Belonging to Jesus’ flock involves hearing and 
following His voice. This requires a personal decision to believe 
and obey. Lack of faith is a sign that a person does not yet 
belong to Christ’s flock.

John 10:27

"My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me."

Jesus reaffirms that His sheep know Him and follow Him. They 
hear His voice and respond because they have an intimate 
relationship with Him. This reflects the trust and obedience of 
true disciples.
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Reflection: Being a sheep of Christ is more than knowing His 
word; it is following Him and trusting Him. A relationship with 
Jesus is marked by love, obedience, and spiritual intimacy.

John 10:28

"I give them eternal life; they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand."

Jesus promises eternal life to His sheep, assuring them that they 
will never perish. Furthermore, He guarantees that no one will be 
able to take them out of His hands, indicating the eternal security 
He offers to those who follow Him.

Reflection: In Christ we have security and hope. Nothing can 
separate us from His love and protection, and He keeps us with 
everlasting power and care.

John 10:29

"What my Father has given me is greater than all; and no one can 
snatch it out of the Father's hand."

Jesus emphasizes that God the Father is greater than everything and 
everyone. What belongs to the Father is safe, and no one can remove 
what is in the Father's hands. This reinforces the idea of   protection 
and security that He offers.

Reflection: God is sovereign and has power over all things. When 
we are in His hands, we can trust that we are completely protected 
and kept by Him.

John 10:30

"I and the Father are one."
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Here Jesus makes a bold and profound statement: He and the 
Father are one. This shows the unity between Jesus and God, 
indicating that Jesus has the same divine nature and purpose as 
the Father.

Reflection: The unity between Jesus and the Father reveals to 
us the depth of His divinity. By following Jesus, we are following 
the will and heart of God, because They are one.

John 10:31

"Again the Jews took up stones to throw at him."

The Jews reacted violently to Jesus’ words. They understood that 
He was equating Himself with God, which in their view was 
blasphemy, which is why they picked up stones to stone Him.

Reflection: Jesus’ truth is not always well received, especially when 
it challenges a person’s understanding or traditions. However, we 
must be steadfast in following the truth, even when we encounter 
opposition.

John 10:32

"Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them do you stone me?"

Jesus questions why they want to stone Him, since He has only 
done good works, coming directly from the Father. He challenges 
the logic of wanting to kill someone who only does good.

Reflection: Jesus constantly did good, but was rejected by many. 
This reminds us that even when we do good, we may face 
opposition. But we must remain steadfast,
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knowing that we are acting in accordance with God's will.

John 10:33

"The Jews answered him, We stone thee not for a good work, but 
for blasphemy: because thou, being a man, makest thyself God."

The Jews, upon hearing Jesus affirm that He and the Father are one 
(v. 30), accuse Him of blasphemy. They were not trying to stone 
Him for His good works, but because, for them, Jesus was putting 
Himself in the place of God, which was a very serious crime in 
Jewish law.

Reflection: Here we see that a lack of spiritual understanding can 
lead to great distortions. They witnessed the divine works of Jesus, 
but were blind to His true identity. This warns us not to harden our 
hearts in the face of God’s evidence.

John 10:34

"Jesus answered and said unto them, Is it not written in your law, I said, 
Ye are gods?"

Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6, where God calls human judges “gods” 
because they have been entrusted with administering justice in His 
name. He uses this verse to argue that if even human leaders can 
be called this, how much more so He, who is the true Son of God?

Reflection: Jesus is showing that the Scriptures need to be 
understood deeply. Many times, people misinterpret God's words 
because they do not
understand the true spiritual meaning.
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John 10:35

"If the law called them gods, to whom the word of God came 
(and the Scripture cannot be broken),"

Jesus reinforces that Scripture is infallible and that even human 
judges were called "gods" in the past because they received 
authority from God. This means that Scripture itself endorses the 
idea that in certain contexts, men can be designated as 
representatives of God.

Reflection: This verse reminds us of the importance of the 
authority of God’s Word. We cannot fail to interpret His 
words, for it is perfect and without error. We must seek to 
understand it deeply.

John 10:36

"Then say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into 
the world, Thou blasphemest, because I said, I am the Son of God?"

Jesus argues that if those who received the Word were called 
"gods," why would He, the true Son of God, be accused of 
blasphemy? Jesus was sent and sanctified by the Father, therefore 
His claim to be the Son of God is right and true.

Reflection: Jesus’ identity as the Son of God is a fundamental truth 
that many at the time refused to accept. Today, we are challenged 
to acknowledge this truth and accept His authority in our lives.

John 10:37

"If I do not the works of my Father, do not believe me."

Jesus offers a simple and direct proof: if He does not do the works of 
the Father, then they should not believe in Him. His works—
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the miracles, the teachings, and the signs—were evidence of His 
connection with God.

Reflection: Christian faith is not blind. Jesus proved His power and 
authority through His actions and miracles. Our faith must be 
based on clear evidence of God's action in our lives and in history.

John 10:38

"But if I do them, and ye believe me not, believe the works: that ye 
may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the 
Father."

Even if they did not believe Jesus’ words, He challenged them to 
believe His works. Jesus’ miracles were the visible manifestation 
that He was in union with the Father. He asked them to at least 
accept the truth revealed through His actions.

Reflection: Sometimes words can be hard to accept, but God’s 
works speak for themselves. When we see His work in our lives, 
we must be humble and acknowledge His presence and power.

John 10:39

"Then they sought again to arrest him, but he escaped from 
their hands."

Despite the evidence and Jesus’ words, the Jews still sought to 
arrest Him, for they refused to accept that He was the Messiah. 
Jesus, however, once again escaped, showing that His time had not 
yet come.

Reflection: Even in the face of clear signs, pride and 
unbelief often harden people's hearts. We must be careful 
not to be like them.
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those who, even seeing the works of God, reject His truth.

John 10:40

"And he went away again beyond Jordan, to the place 
where John at first baptized; and there he abode."

Jesus left Jerusalem and went to the other side of the Jordan 
River, a quieter place where John the Baptist had begun his 
ministry. This was a time of rest and preparation for what was to 
come.

Reflection: There are times when, in the face of opposition, it is 
wise to retreat and seek times of renewal and communion with 
God. Jesus teaches us the importance of balance between mission 
and rest.

John 10:41

"And many came to him, and said, John truly did no miracle: 
but all that John said about him was true."

Many people came to Jesus and remembered the words of John 
the Baptist. Although John did not perform any miracles, 
everything he said about Jesus proved to be true. This further 
reinforced Jesus’ authority as the Messiah.

Reflection: John the Baptist’s faithful witness planted the seeds 
that later led many to believe in Jesus. This shows us that even 
when we don’t see immediate results, our witness can have a 
profound impact in the future.

John 10:42

"And many there believed in him."
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Because of John’s testimony and Jesus’ works, many believed in 
Him. The atmosphere of faith and expectation created by John 
the Baptist culminated in these people’s acceptance of Jesus.

Reflection: Faith is the fruit of a journey, and many came to 
believe through John’s constant testimony and the works of Jesus. 
This encourages us to persevere in our mission of witnessing, 
knowing that God acts in His time.

Final Reflection on John 10

In this chapter, we see the intensity of the confrontation between 
Jesus and the religious leaders, who refused to accept His divine 
identity. Although Jesus presented clear proof of His union with 
the Father through His miracles and words, many still could not 
understand Him, especially because He broke their expectations 
and traditions.

An important lesson here is that true faith goes beyond superficial 
acceptance of words and ideas. It requires a change of heart, 
which is reflected in a willingness to accept truth even when it 
challenges our deeply held concepts and beliefs. Jesus not only 
speaks, but also acts—His works are the living expression of His 
divinity. When we look at the miracles of Jesus and the 
transformation He brings to people’s lives, we must ask ourselves: 
Are we recognizing God’s work around us, or are we, like the 
religious leaders, blind to the truth?

In the end, many, upon seeing the evidence, believed in Him. This 
teaches us that the testimony of Jesus and the truth about His 
identity can bring transformation. We, as Christians, are also called 
to be faithful witnesses, pointing to Jesus with our words and 
actions, knowing that God acts in His time and according to His will.
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May we be willing to let the truth of Christ transform us, and 
to live in union with the Father, just as He has shown us.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 11 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In chapter 11 of the Gospel of John, we witness one of the greatest 
miracles Jesus performed: the resurrection of Lazarus, who had 
been dead for four days. This event not only reveals Jesus’ divine 
power over death, but also offers a profound lesson about faith 
and hope in God. Through this action, Jesus not only brings 
Lazarus back to life, but also teaches everyone that He is “the 
resurrection and the life” (John 11:25), showing that in Christ, 
death does not have the final word. This chapter challenges us to 
trust Jesus fully, even in the most desperate situations.

John 11:1
"There was a certain sick man, Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary 
and her sister Martha."
This verse sets the scene for the story that will unfold. Lazarus, the 
brother of Mary and Martha, lived in Bethany, a small village near 
Jerusalem. The fact that John mentions the location and Lazarus’ 
sisters is important, because Mary and Martha had interacted with 
Jesus before (as we will see in Luke 10:38-42, where Mary sits at 
Jesus’ feet while Martha worries about household chores).

Reflection:
God knows our names and the circumstances of our lives. The 
story of Lazarus is a reminder that even in times of suffering, He 
is attentive to what we are going through, and nothing in our 
lives goes unnoticed by Him.
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John 11:2
"Mary, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet 
with her hair, was the sister of Lazarus, who was sick."

Here John makes reference to Mary, the same woman who later, 
in an event recorded in John 12:3, anointed Jesus’ feet with 
expensive perfume and wiped them with her hair. John highlights 
this to remind us of the special relationship between Mary and 
Jesus, and how deeply grateful and devoted she was to Him.

Reflection:
Mary demonstrated great love for Jesus, and this devotion is an 
example for all of us. Jesus values   our genuine love and sincere 
adoration, even in times of sadness and pain.

John 11:3
"Then the sisters sent word to Jesus, saying, 'Lord, he whom you 
love is sick.'"
Lazarus' sisters send a message to Jesus, saying that Lazarus is 
sick. Note that they do not directly ask for Lazarus' healing, but 
merely mention his condition, trusting that Jesus, whom Lazarus 
loves, would know what to do. Jesus' relationship with Lazarus and 
his family is described as intimate and loving.

Reflection:
The sisters do not despair when asking, but trust in Jesus’ care. 
When we face difficulties, it is important to take our concerns 
to Jesus, trusting that He knows what is best, even before we 
know how He will act.

John 11:4
"But when Jesus heard it, he said, This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God
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be glorified by it."
Jesus responds with a startling statement: Lazarus’ illness would 
not result in his permanent death, but would be an opportunity 
for God’s glory to be manifested. The difficult situation would be 
used to reveal God’s power and at the same time glorify Jesus, the 
Son of God.

Reflection:
Sometimes the difficult situations we face may seem hopeless, 
but with God, even suffering can be used to manifest His glory. 
The way He intervenes in our lives can lead us to a

deeper understanding of His greatness and mercy.

John 11:5
"Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus." Here, John 
reaffirms that Jesus deeply loves Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. This 
love is the basis for all of Jesus’ actions. He does not act because 
He has to, but because He loves them. This reminds us that Jesus’ 
love is unconditional and He cares personally for each of us.

Reflection:
Jesus’ love is the motivation for everything He does. No matter 
how great the difficulty you face, know that God loves you and 
acts on your behalf because of this deep love.

John 11:6
"When he heard that he was sick, he stayed two more days in 
the place where he was."
Despite knowing that Lazarus was sick and that his sisters were 
asking for help, Jesus remains where he is for two more days. This 
may seem strange at first, since we often expect Jesus to act 
immediately in our need. However, Jesus’ response is
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aligned with the divine plan, and He does not act according to 
human haste, but at the right time to glorify God.

Reflection:
Jesus’ delay in acting can teach us something important: God’s 
timing is perfect. Sometimes what we perceive as a delay is actually 
part of a greater plan God has for us. We must trust that He knows 
the best time to act.

John 11:7
"After this he said to his disciples, Let us go into Judea again."

Jesus finally decides it is time to go to Judea, where Bethany is 
located. This is despite the danger He is in, as the religious leaders 
are seeking His life. Jesus knows that His mission is in line with 
God’s plan, and nothing can stop Him from fulfilling it.

Reflection:
Following Jesus isn’t always easy, and He calls us to move 
forward, even when there are obstacles in front of us. When God 
calls us to action, we must trust that He is in control, no matter 
the difficulties.

John 11:8
"The disciples said to him, 'Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying 
to stone you, and are you going back there?'"
The disciples express their concern. They remind Jesus of the 
dangers He would face if He returned to Judea, for the Jews were 
seeking to kill Him. They were concerned for His safety and, by 
extension, for their own safety.

Reflection:
Often times, circumstances and fear cause us to question the 
direction God is calling us to take. We must remember that Jesus' 
mission was centered on
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will of the Father, and that following God's calling may take us to 
challenging places, but He will always be with us.

John 11:9
"Jesus answered them, Are there not twelve hours in a day? If a man 
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this 
world."
Jesus responds to the disciples with a metaphor about daylight. He 
is saying that as long as He is fulfilling God's mission, He is walking 
in the "light" and therefore there is no danger in moving forward. 
He knows that His hour has not yet come.

Reflection:
When we follow God’s call and walk in His light, we can have 
confidence that He will guide us safely. God’s light illuminates our 
path, even when we face difficulties and dangers.

John 11:10
"But if he walks at night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him." 
Jesus concludes the metaphor by saying that those who walk “at night,” 
without the light of God, stumble. He is saying that those who do not 
follow His direction and do not walk in the light of God are in danger. 
Jesus is the light that guides us, and without Him, we are lost.

Reflection:
Following Jesus means living in the light, where we can clearly see 
the way. If we try to live alone, without His guidance, we run the 
risk of stumbling and falling. The light of Christ is essential to our 
journey of faith.

John 11:11
"These things he said, and afterward he said to them, Our friend Lazarus 
sleeps; but I go that I may awaken him out of sleep."
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Jesus uses a symbolic expression here. He says that Lazarus 
"sleeps," referring to Lazarus' death as a sleep, something 
temporary and that would be overcome. This way of speaking is 
significant because it shows that for Jesus, death is not an end, 
but only a temporary rest until He brings life again.

Reflection:
Death, for Jesus, is like sleep. Even in the darkest and most 
difficult circumstances, God has the power to restore, transform, 
and bring life. For those who are in Christ, death does not have 
the last word.

John 11:12
"Then his disciples said to him, 'Lord, if he sleeps, he will get 
better.'"
The disciples did not understand that Jesus was talking about 
Lazarus’ death. They thought Jesus was saying that Lazarus was 
just resting and that this would be enough for him to recover. 
They did not fully understand what Jesus was trying to do.

Reflection:
Often times, we don’t understand God’s plans right away. We 
think the situations we face are simple or have quick solutions. 
However, God has a greater purpose, and in His timing, He 
reveals His intentions clearly.

John 11:13
"But Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought he spoke of 
taking rest in sleep."
Here, John clarifies that Jesus was talking about the death of 
Lazarus, but the disciples did not understand. This confusion 
shows us that, even though they were close to Jesus, the disciples 
still had limitations in understanding the divine plans in their 
entirety.
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Reflection:
Even though we have direct access to God, as the disciples did to 
Jesus, that doesn’t mean we will always understand His ways right 
away. We must trust that He will guide us to understanding, even 
when we don’t understand what’s happening.

John 11:14
"Then Jesus told them plainly, 'Lazarus is dead.'" Here Jesus 
makes it clear to the disciples that Lazarus is indeed dead. He 
leaves no room for doubt or confusion. This straightforward 
statement prepares the disciples for the miracle that is about to 
happen.

Reflection:
Sometimes God reveals to us the difficult situations we find 
ourselves in clearly and directly. Even when it seems like the 
situation is hopeless, He is preparing something greater and more 
glorious. We must be ready to see beyond what our eyes can 
perceive.

John 11:15
"And I am glad for you that I was not there, that ye may believe: but let 
us go unto him."
Jesus expresses a paradox: He is glad not to be present earlier, 
because this will allow the disciples to believe more deeply. 
Lazarus’ death and subsequent resurrection would be a powerful 
testimony to Jesus’ authority and power, something that would 
strengthen the faith of His disciples.

Reflection:
Sometimes God allows us to face hardships so that our faith may 
be strengthened. Even in times of pain and perplexity, we can trust 
that He has a purpose in our suffering, and that He uses these 
situations to increase our trust in Him.
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John 11:16
"Then Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, Let us 
also go, that we may die with him."
Thomas, one of Jesus' disciples, reacts cynically. He understands 
that returning to Judea could mean danger, since the Jews were 
trying to kill Jesus. He proposes that everyone follow Jesus, even if 
it means death, showing a type of loyalty mixed with fear.

Reflection:
Thomas, like many of us, sometimes mixes courage with fear. He 
was willing to follow Jesus, but not without hesitation. This is a 
representation of how, in our walk with Christ, we can be loyal but 
still feel fearful when faced with the challenges He asks us to face.

John 11:17
"When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days."
When Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had already died and been 
buried four days earlier. This detail is important because Lazarus' 
death had already been confirmed, and his condition was 
irreversible in human eyes. Jesus was about to perform an 
extraordinary miracle that would defy human logic.

Reflection:
When all seems lost in human eyes, God is able to act in ways we 
cannot imagine. No matter how hopeless a situation seems, God is 
sovereign and has power over life and death.

John 11:18
"Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs 
away."
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John gives us one more geographical detail: Bethany was about 2 
miles from Jerusalem. This is important because many people 
came from Jerusalem to comfort Lazarus’ sisters, and Bethany’s 
proximity makes it easier to understand the impact that Lazarus’ 
death had.

Reflection:
God uses the context in which we find ourselves, including the 
people around us, to perform His miracles and reveal His glory. 
The situations in which we find ourselves are not random, but are 
part of the greater divine plan.

John 11:19
"Therefore many people of the Jews came to Martha and 
Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother."
We see that many Jews gathered with Martha and Mary to offer 
comfort over the death of Lazarus. It was common practice at 
that time for people to visit mourners to offer support during 
their grief. Their presence will be significant in the context of the 
miracle that Jesus will perform.

Reflection:
God often brings us support through the community of faith and 
the people around us. Human comfort is valuable, but the comfort 
that comes from God is transformative, bringing hope where there 
seems to be none.

John 11:20
"When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, 
but Mary remained seated in the house." Martha, upon learning 
that Jesus was coming, goes to meet Him, but Mary was probably 
very distressed and did not move. The two sisters react differently 
when faced with the same situation of loss, which is a reflection of 
how people deal with pain and grief in different ways.
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Reflection:
In times of crisis, people respond in different ways. Jesus 
respects our reactions, but He also invites us to come to Him, 
just as Martha did, so that we can find comfort and answers in 
His presence.

John 11:21
"Then Martha said to Jesus, 'Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.'"
Martha expresses her pain and sorrow, telling Jesus that if He had 
come sooner, Lazarus would not have died. She acknowledges that 
Jesus has the power to heal, but she does not yet fully understand 
the power He has over death.

Reflection:
Sometimes in our grief, we may question the whys and 
wherefores of things and wonder if something could have been 
different. Like Martha, we may feel frustrated when things don’t 
turn out the way we imagined. However, Jesus is always closer 
than we imagine and is in control of every circumstance, even 
when we don’t understand His ways.

John 11:22
"But I also know that even now, whatever you ask God, God will 
give you."
Here, Martha expresses her faith in Jesus, even in the face of her 
brother’s death. She believes that even though Lazarus is dead, 
Jesus has the power to ask God to bring him healing or 
resurrection. Martha had already recognized that Jesus was 
powerful, but she did not yet fully understand what He was about 
to do.

Reflection:
Martha teaches us to trust in Jesus, even when the situation 
seems hopeless. She knew that Jesus had direct access to God, 
and her trust was proof of his
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faith. In our lives, we must remember that Jesus is able to do 
the impossible when we trust in Him.

John 11:23
"Jesus said to her, 'Your brother will rise again.'"
Jesus gives Martha a hopeful answer. He does not merely comfort 
her, but declares the truth about what is going to happen: Lazarus 
will be raised from the dead. This statement is important because it 
shows that Jesus is the source of life and has the power to bring the 
dead back to life.

Reflection:
When we face loss or difficult situations, we can trust in the 
promises of Jesus. He has the power to transform death into life, 
and He can resurrect that which seems lost in our lives. The word 
of Jesus is life and hope.

John 11:24
"Martha answered, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day."
Martha, though confident in the final resurrection, still does not 
fully understand what Jesus is saying. She believes that Lazarus 
will be resurrected at the end of time, but she does not 
understand that Jesus is about to demonstrate the power of God 
immediately.

Reflection:
Often times, we have a faith that waits for God’s promises in the 
future, but God wants to act now, in our present. Martha knew that 
Lazarus would be resurrected in the future, but Jesus wanted her 
to know that He was the resurrection and the life today. We need 
to learn to wait on God not only for the future, but also for the 
present.
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John 11:25
"Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 
in me will live, even though he dies.'"
Here Jesus makes one of the most powerful statements in the 
entire gospel. He not only promises the resurrection, but He claims 
that He Himself is the resurrection and the life. He is the source of 
all life, and those who believe in Him, even if they die physically, 
will live spiritually and eternally.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us that true life comes from Him. The resurrection is 
not just a future event, but a present reality in Christ. By believing 
in Him, we are already participants in eternal life, which begins 
here and now, in communion with Jesus. He is not just the means 
to the resurrection, but the resurrection itself.

John 11:26
"And whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?"
Jesus challenges Martha to have an even deeper faith, asking if 
she believes in Him as the source of eternal life. He explains that 
physical death has no power over those who believe in Him, 
because in Christ, death is defeated.

Reflection:
Faith in Jesus is not just a matter of life after death, but a life-
changing experience that begins now. In Christ, we have the 
assurance that physical death has no dominion over us, and true 
life is found in our union with Him.

John 11:27
"She said to him, 'Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who was to come into the world.'"
Martha responds affirmatively to Jesus, expressing her
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belief in His divine identity. She recognizes Jesus as the promised 
Messiah, the one who brings salvation to the world.

Reflection:
Martha’s confession is an example of genuine faith. She 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Christ, the long-awaited Savior, 
and in doing so, she connects with God’s power of 
transformation. Our faith in Jesus must also be a clear and firm 
confession of who He is: the Son of God, our Savior.

John 11:28
"And when she had thus spoken, she went and called Mary her sister secretly, 
saying, The Master is here, and calleth for thee."
After her conversation with Jesus, Martha goes to find Mary, her 
sister, to inform her that Jesus has arrived. This shows that after 
she recognizes who Jesus is, she feels a desire to share the good 
news with Mary so that she too can find comfort and hope.

Reflection:
When we experience the power of God in our lives, it is natural to 
want to share it with others. Martha, upon realizing who Jesus is, 
does not keep the good news to herself, but seeks to bring her 
sister to Him. We should do the same in our walk of faith: share 
with others what God has done for us.

John 11:29
"When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Him."

Upon learning that Jesus was calling her, Mary immediately 
gets up and goes to meet Him. Mary does not hesitate, she 
promptly responds to Jesus' call, showing her willingness to 
approach Him.

Reflection:
God calls us to draw near to Him, and the response must be 
immediate and without hesitation. When we feel the
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When we receive God’s calling, we must not delay or hesitate. We 
must come to Him with an open heart, ready to receive His help and 
transformation.

John 11:30
"For Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was in the place 
where Martha had met him."
This information highlights that Jesus was still outside the 
village where Martha had met Him. This creates a contrast 
with Mary's attitude, who immediately gets up and goes 
towards Jesus.

Reflection:
Sometimes Jesus is further away from us than we would like, but 
He is always within our reach. When we decide to go to Him, as 
Mary did, we encounter His presence in a transformative way that 
gives us peace and hope, regardless of the distance.

John 11:31
"Then the Jews who were with her in the house and comforted 
her, when they saw her get up quickly and go out, followed her, 
saying, "She is going to the tomb, weeping."
The Jews who are comforting Mary think she is going to Lazarus' 
tomb to weep. They follow her, thinking she is going to her sorrow, 
but in fact, she is going to the source of comfort and power: Jesus.

Reflection:
Often, people around us don’t understand our faith journey. They 
may see our steps and think we are heading toward pain, but in 
reality, we are heading toward the solution that Jesus offers us. 
God’s answers often defy human expectations.
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John 11:32
"When Mary came to where Jesus was, she saw him and fell at his 
feet, saying to him, 'Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.'"
Mary, upon meeting Jesus, expresses her pain in the same way as 
Martha, saying that if Jesus had been present, her brother would 
not have died. Mary's attitude is one of total surrender, of placing 
her pain before Jesus, recognizing His authority and power.

Reflection:
Mary also reveals an incomplete faith, like Martha, because she 
does not yet know that Jesus has the power to conquer death at 
that moment. However, her attitude of throwing herself at the feet 
of Jesus is a model of humility,
recognition of God's sovereignty, and confidence that He can do 
the impossible.

John 11:33
"When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews which 
came with her, he also was troubled in spirit, and was moved."

Here we see Jesus deeply moved by the pain of Mary and the Jews 
who were with her. The sadness and suffering of the people 
around Him provokes an emotional response in Jesus. The word 
“he was troubled” shows us that Jesus is not indifferent to our 
suffering; He feels it with us.

Reflection:
Jesus is not insensitive to our suffering. When we go through 
difficult times, He is with us, sympathizing with our pain. The 
suffering of Martha, Mary, and the Jews touched the heart of Jesus, 
and He draws near to us in our anguish. This reminds us that we 
are not alone in our times of pain.
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John 11:34
"And he said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see."

Jesus asks where Lazarus is buried. The response from Mary and 
the others is a simple invitation for Him to join in the mourning. 
Jesus’ question was not out of lack of knowledge, but so that 
everyone would be prepared to see the miracle He was about to 
perform.

Reflection:
When we are going through difficulties, Jesus often calls us to 
approach the situation and surrender it to Him, without hiding 
anything. Even though He knows what is happening, He invites us 
to participate in His work. Like Martha and Mary, we must be 
willing to take our problems to Him and trust in His action.

John 11:35
"Jesus wept."
This is the shortest verse in the Bible, but also one of the most 
profound. Jesus, the Son of God, weeps in the face of death and 
human suffering. This shows Jesus’ compassion and His 
identification with us in our struggles.

Reflection:
Jesus weeps because He loves people deeply and feels our pain. 
He is not distant or unfeeling; He is with us in our darkest 
moments. This verse reminds us that God cares about our 
feelings and does not abandon us when we face sadness and 
suffering.

John 11:36
"Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!" The Jews, 
seeing Jesus crying, are touched and comment on Jesus' 
love for Lazarus. They do not
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They fully understand the reason for Jesus' sadness, but they 
realize that He truly loved Lazarus and his sisters.

Reflection:
Jesus’ love is evident in His actions and deeds. Even when we do 
not fully understand the reason for His feelings or actions, we 
must trust that He acts out of love. Jesus’ love is a constant witness 
in our lives, and this calls us to reflect on how we express it to 
others.

John 11:37
"But some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of 
the blind, have caused that this man should not have died?"
Here, some people begin to question Jesus’ ability. They knew that 
He had healed the man born blind and asked why He didn’t prevent 
Lazarus’ death. There is a question about Jesus’ power and whether 
He really could have done anything to prevent death.

Reflection:
This doubt reflects a lack of complete understanding of the power 
of Jesus. Sometimes we too question God when things don’t turn 
out as we expect. However, we must learn to trust in His wisdom, 
even when we don’t understand the ways He chooses to act.

John 11:38
"Then Jesus, once more moved within himself, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone had been laid on it." Jesus, once again 
moved by emotion, goes to Lazarus' tomb. The fact that the tomb 
was a cave with a stone over it gives us an understanding of what 
burial was like at the time. The stone covered the entrance, and 
Lazarus' body was there, awaiting the miracle.
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Reflection:
The fact that Jesus was moved once again shows that He is not 
indifferent to human suffering. He cares deeply about our pain 
and anguish. Even when we are in difficult situations, He calls us to 
trust that He is preparing something great.

John 11:39
"Jesus said, Take away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, said to him, 
Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he hath been dead four days."
Jesus asks that the stone sealing the tomb be removed. Martha, 
concerned about the smell of decay, expresses her fear. She 
knows that considerable time has passed since Lazarus' death 
and that the body is in a state of decomposition.

Reflection:
Often times, we feel uncomfortable or hesitant to open up areas 
of our lives that are “dying” or where we feel there is no hope. 
However, Jesus challenges us to open up these areas to Him, for 
He can bring life where there seems to be only death. We must 
trust that He can restore even the most hopeless situations.

John 11:40
"Jesus said to her, Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 
of God?"
Jesus reminds Martha of His promise. He had already told her that if 
she believed, she would see the glory of God. He challenges her to 
have faith, even in the face of seemingly impossible circumstances.

Reflection:
In our lives, God also challenges us to believe before we see the 
miracle happen. Faith is essential to experiencing the glory of God 
in our lives. Even when we don't
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we understand what is happening around us, faith allows us to 
see the power of God manifest.

John 11:41
"Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man 
was. And Jesus looked up and said, 'Father, I thank you that you heard 
me.'"
Here we see Jesus acting in complete trust in His Father. He prays 
to God, thanking Him for having heard His prayer, even before He 
performed the miracle. His prayer is a model of gratitude and 
trust.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us that prayer should not only be about asking for 
something, but also about expressing gratitude. Even before 
seeing the answer, Jesus thanks the Father for listening. This 
teaches us to live a life of gratitude and trust, knowing that God 
is always attentive to our needs.

John 11:42
"I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the sake of the 
people standing around, so that they may believe that you sent 
me."
Jesus explains that the prayer was for the benefit of the people 
around him, so that they would know that He was sent by God. He 
wanted the crowd to see the power of God manifested through 
Him.

Reflection:
Jesus always acts with a greater purpose, and often what He does 
in our lives is to impact the faith of those around us. God uses our 
experiences to reveal His power and lead others to faith. We need 
to understand that our journey with God also serves so that others 
can see His glory.
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John 11:43
"And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth!"
Jesus calls Lazarus out of the tomb with a powerful voice. He is not 
afraid of death or decay. His command has absolute power, and 
Lazarus is called to life.

Reflection:
Jesus’ voice is powerful enough to bring life where there was 
death. When He speaks, things that were dead can come back to 
life. Jesus not only has power over physical death, but over every 
area of   our lives. He can restore any situation that seems 
irreversible. As we listen to His voice, we can expect miracles in 
our own lives.

John 11:44
"And he that was dead came out, his hands and feet bound with 
graveclothes, and his face wrapped in a shroud. Jesus said unto him, 
Untie him, and let him go."
Jesus commands Lazarus to come out of the tomb, and he obeys. 
Lazarus emerges still wrapped in burial cloths, indicating that he 
was truly dead but is now alive. Jesus then orders the cloths to be 
untied, allowing Lazarus to be free to walk.

Reflection:
This miracle is a powerful demonstration of Jesus’ power over 
death. Even though death has closed all doors for Lazarus, Jesus 
reopens the possibility of life. In doing so, He teaches us that no 
matter how lost or hopeless something seems, Jesus can restore 
and bring life. Furthermore, the fact that Jesus asked that 
Lazarus’s bandages be untied shows that complete freedom is 
part of God’s work in our lives. He not only raises us from the 
dead, but He also frees us to live fully.
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John 11:45
"Many therefore of the Jews who came to Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him."
The resurrection of Lazarus had a great impact on the people 
who were present. Upon seeing the miracle, many of the Jews 
believed in Jesus, recognizing that He had divine power.

Reflection:
The miracle of Lazarus was not only a demonstration of Jesus’ 
power, but also an opportunity for many to believe in Him. When 
God does something remarkable in our lives, it can serve as a 
testimony for others to see His glory and draw closer to Him. We 
must be aware of the impact that our faith and God’s miracles can 
have on the lives of those around us.

John 11:46
"But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what 
Jesus had done."
Some people, instead of believing, decided to tell the religious 
leaders (Pharisees) what Jesus had done. This demonstrates a 
different reaction: instead of faith, there was an attempt to 
denounce Jesus, probably to try to discredit Him.

Reflection:
This verse shows that not everyone has responded positively to the 
power of Jesus. Some people oppose what God is doing, whether 
out of unbelief, fear, or even jealousy. This is a reminder that the 
message of the gospel can generate both faith and opposition. 
Even in the face of resistance, we must continue to be faithful to 
Christ.

John 11:47
"Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called together the
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council and said, “What shall we do? For this man performs 
many miracles.”
The religious leaders are concerned about Jesus' miracles. They 
gather in a council (formal meeting) to discuss how to deal with 
Him, since His miracles are drawing large crowds and 
generating many followers.

Reflection:
Jesus has always been a polarizing figure. His works made a huge 
impact, and rather than seeking to understand and surrender to 
Him, many religious leaders began to question how they could 
stop Him. This reminds us that in our walk with Christ, we should 
not be surprised if we face opposition. The answer, as always, is to 
remain faithful to His mission.

John 11:48
"If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the 
Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation."
The leaders feared that Jesus' popularity would lead to Roman 
intervention, since Palestine was under Roman rule. They were 
concerned about the power they were losing, and thought that if 
Jesus were left free, the Jewish nation might be destroyed.

Reflection:
Fear of losing power and control was the main obstacle to religious 
leaders accepting Jesus. People often oppose God and His plan 
because they are afraid of losing something they feel is theirs, 
such as status, comfort, or control. We must be alert to these 
temptations and remember that nothing is more important than 
God’s plan for our lives.

John 11:49-50
"Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that 
year, said, 'You know nothing, nor do you consider
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that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, and 
not that the whole nation perish."
Caiaphas, the high priest, speaks pragmatically. He suggests that 
in order to preserve the nation, it would be better for one man to 
die (Jesus) than for the entire people to suffer Roman 
punishment. Although he did not know it, he was actually 
prophesying that Jesus' death would be for the salvation of the 
people.

Reflection:
Here we see God’s sovereignty in action. Even when men’s 
intentions are selfish or wrong, God can use these situations to 
accomplish His divine plans. Caiaphas wanted to sacrifice Jesus to 
avoid a political disaster, but God was using it for the salvation of 
all. This teaches us that even when things seem out of control, 
God is in control and has a perfect plan.

John 11:51-52
"But this he did not say on his own authority, but being high priest 
that year, he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation; and 
not for the nation only, but that he might also gather together in 
one the children of God who were scattered abroad." These verses 
explain that Caiaphas’ statement, although made with political 
intent, was in reality a prophecy about the purpose of Jesus’ death. 
He would die not only for the Jewish people, but for all of God’s 
children, to unite them into one body, bringing salvation to all 
people.

Reflection:
The death of Jesus is not just a historical event, but has a profound 
and universal purpose. It is for all believers, no matter their 
background or nationality. Jesus came to unite lost humanity, and 
His death was the means by which that reconciliation was made 
possible. It reminds us of the comprehensiveness of God’s love for 
all of us.
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John 11:53
"From that day on, therefore, they took counsel to kill him." From 
this point on, the religious leaders begin to plan Jesus' death. 
Caiaphas' decision, although prophetic, marks a turning point, and 
they unite to eliminate Jesus, as they fear His growing impact.

Reflection:
Rejecting Jesus is a conscious choice made by those who did not 
want to give up their power and control. While many come to 
Christ by faith, others oppose Him because of their pride or fear of 
losing what they consider to be theirs. Jesus did not force anyone 
to follow Him; He simply offered salvation, and people’s response 
will determine their fate.

John 11:54
"So Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but withdrew 
from there to a country near the wilderness, to a city called 
Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples." After learning of 
the plans against His life, Jesus withdraws to a more remote place, 
in Ephraim, with His disciples. He knew that the time of His death 
had not yet come, and He withdraws to fulfill God's plan in His 
perfect timing.

Reflection:
Despite mounting opposition, Jesus continued to follow God’s 
plan for His life. Even though the path was difficult and 
dangerous, He knew that His mission was not yet complete. This 
verse teaches us the importance of knowing when to step back 
and wait for God’s timing. Sometimes we need to temporarily 
retreat so that we can be prepared for what God has for us in the 
future.

John 11:55
"Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up
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from all over the country to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify 
themselves."
Passover was one of the most important festivals for the Jews, 
celebrating the liberation of the people of Israel from Egypt. Most 
Jews from various parts of the region would travel to Jerusalem to 
take part in the celebrations, and beforehand, they would undergo 
purification rituals, which involved ceremonial baths, as part of 
their spiritual preparation for the festival.

Reflection:
The approach of Easter serves as a reminder of how religious 
festivals and traditions can be times of spiritual preparation. In the 
case of Passover, the Jews sought purification, something that is 
also important for Christians, who must prepare spiritually to 
celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ. Jesus, who is the 
true Passover Lamb, is about to be sacrificed for all of us.

John 11:56
"So they were looking for Jesus, and they said to one another as they stood in the 
temple, 'What do you think? Will he not come to the feast?'"
The Jews were eager to see Jesus, especially since He had 
performed so many miracles. There was speculation about 
whether He would come to the feast, as the religious authorities 
were looking for an opportunity to arrest Him, given His growing 
following and the threat He posed to the established religious 
system.

Reflection:
This verse reflects the curiosity and anticipation of the people 
about Jesus. He generated a mixture of fascination and awe. 
People often come to Jesus out of curiosity or after hearing 
about His miracles, but true faith goes beyond curiosity; it 
requires a commitment to follow His teachings. We must 
examine our motives in seeking Christ: are we

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Are we just curious or do we want to know Him in a deep 
and transformative way?

John 11:57
"The chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if 
anyone knew where he was, he should report it so that they could 
arrest him."
Here the plot to arrest Jesus intensifies. The religious leaders 
had issued an official order that anyone who knew Jesus’ 
whereabouts should report it, for they wanted to arrest Him 
before He could cause any more trouble for their authority. The 
pressure to eliminate Jesus was mounting.

Reflection:
This verse shows the growing opposition against Jesus. He was 
fulfilling God’s mission, but He faced resistance from the religious 
authorities, who preferred to hold on to power rather than 
acknowledge the truth He preached. This teaches us about the 
cost of following Christ: just as He was rejected and persecuted, 
we too may face opposition. But we must hold firm to our faith, 
knowing that God’s truth will always prevail.

Final Reflection on John 11:

John chapter 11 introduces us to one of Jesus’ most powerful and 
significant miracles: the raising of Lazarus. This act not only 
demonstrates Jesus’ supernatural power over death, but also 
anticipates His own resurrection. It reveals that death is not the 
end, but that in Christ there is eternal life.

When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, He not only confirms His 
divine authority, but He also teaches us important lessons about 
the hope we have in Him. Even in the face of pain and grief, Jesus 
offers comfort and the promise that through Him, death does not 
have the final word. He is "the
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resurrection and the life" (John 11:25), and faith in Him guarantees us 
eternal life.

Furthermore, the chapter confronts us with the importance of 
faith. Martha and Mary, upon seeing their brother’s death, 
expressed sadness and doubt, but Jesus challenged them to 
believe in something greater than the visible situation: He asked 
them to believe in God’s power to bring life even where there 
seemed to be only death.

Jesus also reveals His humanity and compassion. He wept with 
those who were sad, showing that He cares about our feelings and 
struggles. This gesture reminds us that even when we face 
hardships and the loss of loved ones, God is by our side, sharing 
our pain.

On a deeper level, chapter 11 also shows us how God’s plan often 
goes against human expectations. What seemed like a hopeless 
situation was actually an opportunity for God’s glory to be 
revealed in a wonderful way.

Finally, John 11 challenges us to examine our own faith. Like 
Martha, we may be invited to believe in Jesus not just as the distant 
Savior, but as the present Lord, able to transform our 
circumstances and give us hope beyond death. May we, like those 
who witnessed the miracle of Lazarus, respond with faith and 
worship to who Jesus is, the Lord of life.

Final reflection:Jesus' power over death and His invitation to 
faith remind us that with Him, there are no situations without a 
solution, and that He is the source of our true hope.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 12 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 12 marks a pivotal moment in the life of Jesus, as He 
prepares for His ultimate sacrifice on the cross. The chapter 
begins with a display of love and devotion by Mary, who anoints 
Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume, anticipating His death. Jesus 
then enters Jerusalem in a symbolic gesture of humble royalty, 
greeted with shouts of hosannas but also with increasing 
rejection by the religious leaders. In this chapter, Jesus reveals the 
nature of His mission, teaching about the necessity of His death 
so that eternal life could be offered to humanity, and about the 
choice between light and darkness. He prepares to face suffering, 
certain that His death would bring glory to the Father.

John 12:1 - "Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus had died and been buried."

In this verse, we are told that the story takes place six days before 
Passover, when Jesus is preparing for his crucifixion. He goes to 
Bethany, a village near Jerusalem, where he had performed the 
miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11). This miracle had 
already generated considerable attention for Jesus, and now he 
returns to Bethany, where he is welcomed by those who witnessed 
the resurrection of Lazarus.

Reflection:Jesus' journey to Bethany demonstrates his courage 
and willingness to reach out to his friends, even though he knew 
his death was near. He knew that time was running out, and yet 
he devoted himself to his mission of love.
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John 12:2 - "There they made him a feast, and Martha served, and 
Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him."

Lazarus, who had been raised from the dead by Jesus, is now at 
the table with Him, showing the restoration of life that Jesus 
brought. Martha, Lazarus’ sister, is serving. This gesture of 
hospitality reflects an attitude of gratitude and celebration for the 
life and miracle that Jesus brought to their family.

Reflection:The scene is of a feast of thanksgiving, where people 
express their love and appreciation for Jesus. We should ask 
ourselves: How have we served Jesus with gratitude? Every act 
of service to Him is an expression of our grateful hearts.

John 12:3 - "Then Mary took a flask of very expensive perfume made 
of pure nard, and anointed Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her 
hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil."

Mary, the sister of Lazarus, makes a deeply symbolic and 
generous gesture by anointing Jesus’ feet with a very expensive 
perfume. This gesture not only demonstrates great love and 
devotion to Jesus, but is also an act of humility, as she uses her 
hair to dry Jesus’ feet, something unusual and intimately personal 
for the time.

Reflection:The perfume poured over Jesus’ feet symbolizes a deep 
and sacrificial love. Mary did not hesitate to offer the best she had 
to Jesus. In our lives, we are called to do the same—to offer our 
best worship, time, and resources to Him as a reflection of our 
gratitude and love.

John 12:4-5 - "But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's 
son, who was about to betray him, asked, 'Why wasn't this 
perfume sold for three hundred denarii and the money given 
to the poor?'"
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Here, Judas questions Mary's gesture, suggesting that the 
perfume could be sold to help the poor. He presents this 
suggestion in a way that seems to be concerned for others, but 
in fact John reveals his true intentions later on.

Reflection:Judas’s criticism reveals a selfish and self-serving heart. 
People can often use seemingly good excuses to hide wrong 
intentions. We must examine our own motives when we do 
something for the sake of “good.”

John 12:6 - "He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief, and had the bag and carried off what was 
put into it."

John explains that Judas’s concern for money was not genuine. He 
was in charge of the group’s money bag, but he used it for his 
own benefit. This is a dark revelation of Judas’s character, showing 
that his words did not match his actions.

Reflection:Judas represents those who appear righteous on the 
outside but have hidden, selfish intentions. We need to be vigilant 
so that we do not fall into the temptation of acting dishonestly or 
manipulatively, even if these actions appear to be "good" in the 
eyes of others.

John 12:7 - "But Jesus said, 'Leave her alone. She has kept it 
for the day of my burial.'"

Jesus defends Mary and recognizes that her action had a 
deeper meaning. She was intuitively preparing Jesus' body for 
the upcoming burial. Mary's gesture, although misunderstood 
by Judas, had a prophetic purpose.
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Reflection:Jesus recognizes the importance of Mary’s gesture, 
which was anticipating his death. Even when our acts of devotion 
are not understood by others, God knows our hearts. We must 
continue to act with faith and worship, knowing that God sees 
what we do in secret.

John 12:8 - "For you always have the poor with you, but you 
do not always have me."

Here Jesus makes a profound statement. He acknowledges that 
there will always be opportunities to help the poor, but the 
opportunity to honor Him personally, as Mary was doing, was 
unique and momentary. He was preparing for His death, and the 
time to be with Him in the flesh was limited.

Reflection:Jesus’ statement reminds us of the urgency of the 
present moment. While we should always care for those in need, 
we should also seize unique opportunities to serve Jesus while He 
is with us. Our devotion and worship to Him should be done with a 
sense of urgency and gratitude.

John 12:9 - "Therefore a great multitude of the Jews learned 
that he was there, and not for Jesus' sake only, but that they 
might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead."

Jesus’ fame was growing, and the resurrection of Lazarus 
attracted many people who wanted to see the living miracle 
before them. People were not only curious about Jesus, but also 
about the person who had been brought back to life.

Reflection:The raising of Lazarus served as a powerful testimony to 
the power of Jesus, but it also exposed the truth that many were 
more interested in the miracles than in who Jesus really was. 
Sometimes, we
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we focus more on God's blessings and miracles than on a true 
relationship with Him.

John 12:10 - "But the chief priests decided to kill Lazarus 
also."

After Jesus’ miracle, the religious leaders felt threatened. They not 
only wanted to kill Jesus, but also Lazarus, as he was a living 
testimony to Jesus’ power. The resurrection of Lazarus was 
something they could not ignore, and this led them to take 
extreme measures.

Reflection:The response of religious leaders shows us how the 
light of Christ can be disturbing to those who live in darkness. 
Often, those who oppose Christ will make drastic decisions to try 
to erase the testimony of who He is. This reminds us of the 
importance of maintaining our faith, even in the face of 
opposition.

John 12:11 - "For because of him many of the Jews were coming 
and believing in Jesus."

The miracle of the resurrection of Lazarus had a significant impact 
on people. Many, upon hearing about Jesus and seeing Lazarus 
alive again, began to believe in Him. The evidence of such an 
extraordinary miracle was leading people to recognize Jesus as 
the Messiah, the Son of God.

Reflection:God’s power is evident in our lives through the 
miracles He performs, and they have the power to lead others to 
believe. Our faith can be a living testimony to others, just as the 
raising of Lazarus was to many around him.
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John 12:12 - "The next day the great crowd that had come to the 
feast, when they heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem,"

In this verse, we see that the great feast of the Passover was 
taking place in Jerusalem, and many were traveling to the city. 
When they heard that Jesus was approaching, they prepared to 
meet Him, knowing that He was someone special, something to 
be greatly anticipated.

Reflection:The crowd was excited because they knew Jesus was 
coming. The anticipation surrounding Jesus reminds us of how we 
should prepare to welcome Him into our lives, with a willing and 
expectant heart.

John 12:13 - "They took palm branches and went out to meet him, 
shouting, 'Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord, the King of Israel!'"

The people welcomed Jesus with palm branches, a symbolic 
gesture of greeting the King. They proclaimed words of praise that 
are taken from Psalm 118:25-26, recognizing Jesus as the King who 
came in God's name.

Reflection:The people were expressing their adoration for Jesus, 
but they were also showing their expectations about the kind of 
king He would be. The way we receive Jesus into our lives must be 
with a heart of worship, willing to surrender to Him as King and 
Lord.

John 12:14 - "Jesus, having found a donkey, sat on it, as it is 
written:"

Jesus chose to ride a donkey, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 
9:9, which said that the Messiah would come humbly, riding a 
donkey, not a war horse, as many expected of a king. This gesture 
revealed the humble and peaceful nature of His kingdom.
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Reflection:Jesus' humility is an example of how we should live. 
In a world where the search for power and prestige is great, 
Jesus teaches us that the true kingdom of God is characterized 
by humility, service and peace.

John 12:15 - "'Fear not, Daughter Zion; see, your King is 
coming, seated on a donkey's colt.'"

This verse is a direct quote from Zechariah 9:9, where the 
prophecy is confirmed. The "daughter of Zion" refers to Jerusalem, 
and the "King" is the promised Messiah. Jesus was showing the 
people that He was the fulfillment of God's promise, but in a 
different way than many imagined.

Reflection:Jesus’ message of peace and humility may be difficult 
to understand for those who expected a warrior Messiah. On our 
journey, we need to understand that God’s ways do not always 
match our expectations, but they are always perfect.

John 12:16 - "But his disciples did not understand all this. Afterward, 
when Jesus was glorified, they remembered that these things had 
been written about him, and that they had done these things to 
him."

Here, the disciples did not fully understand the significance of 
what was happening. It was only after Jesus’ resurrection and 
glorification that they began to understand the fulfillment of the 
scriptures and how it was all part of God’s plan.

Reflection:Sometimes we don’t understand what God is doing in 
our lives at the moment, but in time He reveals His truth and plan 
to us. We may not understand it at the moment, but we must trust 
that He is in control and that in His timing, we will see His wisdom.
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John 12:17 - "The crowd that was with him when he called 
Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead bore 
witness to this."

The crowd was sharing the story of the miracle of the resurrection 
of Lazarus. This testimony was one of the factors that caused 
people to flock to see Jesus. The power of Jesus was something 
that everyone wanted to see and experience.

Reflection:The testimony of others about what God has done in 
their lives can lead many to believe. Since we are called to be 
witnesses of Jesus, we should share the wonderful things He has 
done for us so that others may believe.

John 12:18 - "That is why the crowd also found him, because 
they heard that he had done this sign."

The fact that Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead caused more 
and more people to seek him out. Word quickly spread about the 
miracle of Lazarus, and people flocked to see the one who had 
power over death.

Reflection:God’s power is irresistible and draws people to Him. 
When we see God’s hand at work in our lives, we are drawn to His 
power and goodness. Our mission is to point people to Jesus, who 
is the source of all power.

John 12:19 - "The Pharisees said to one another, 'You see that you are 
getting nowhere. Look, the world is going after him.'"

The Pharisees were frustrated because they could not stop Jesus’ 
growing impact. They saw that no matter how hard they tried, 
Jesus was gaining more followers, and this threatened his 
authority. Jesus’ influence was growing, and this bothered them.
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Reflection:Resistance to the Gospel is a reality, but we cannot 
stop God’s plan. No matter how much people oppose it, God’s 
Kingdom will continue to advance, and His truth will be 
proclaimed.

John 12:20 - "Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to 
worship at the feast."

This verse introduces a group of Gentiles (Greeks) who came to 
the Passover feast, probably seeking spiritual answers. This is 
significant because it indicates that Jesus’ message was 
beginning to spread beyond the Jews to other nations.

Reflection:The Gospel of Jesus is not restricted to one culture or 
nation; He came to everyone. We must be open to sharing the 
message of Christ with everyone, regardless of their background 
or tradition.

John 12:21 - "Then came they to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and besought him, saying, 'Sir, we 
would like to see Jesus.'"

The Greeks, interested in knowing more about Jesus, ask Philip to 
take them to Him. This demonstrates a genuine desire to know 
the truth about Jesus, and their request, “We want to see Jesus,” is 
an expression of spiritual hunger.

Reflection:The desire to know Jesus must be central to our lives. 
Like those Greeks, we must be driven by this deep desire to see 
and know Jesus more intimately. He is our true source of life and 
wisdom.

John 12:22 - "Then Philip went and told Andrew; and Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus."
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Here we see that the Greeks (Gentiles) who wanted to see Jesus 
approached Philip. He, in turn, did not go directly to Jesus, but 
shared it with Andrew, another of the disciples. Together, they 
decided to take the matter to Jesus. This shows the importance of 
collaboration and mutual support in God’s work.

Reflection:The mission of sharing the message of Jesus is not a 
task to be done alone. We can seek the support of other 
brothers and sisters in Christ, knowing that teamwork 
strengthens our mission. Unity in the Body of Christ brings more 
fruit.

John 12:23 - "But Jesus answered them, saying, 'The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.'"

Jesus responds to the Greeks’ request, but His answer goes beyond a 
simple “I will come to you.” He declares that “the hour has come,” 
referring to the crucial moment when His death and resurrection 
would glorify Him. Jesus knew that His mission on earth was 
approaching its climax, which would be His surrender on the cross.

Reflection:Jesus' answer teaches us that sometimes He takes us on a 
deeper journey than we would otherwise have imagined.
we imagined. Our expectation is often for something immediate, 
but Jesus reminds us that His plan is much greater. In our journey, 
we must understand that "God's time" comes in His perfect timing, 
not ours.

John 12:24 - "Very truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit."

Jesus uses the metaphor of a grain of wheat to explain the principle of 
death and resurrection. The grain must fall into the ground and die in 
order to generate new life, producing many others.
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grains. This is an allusion to His own sacrifice: He would 
need to die to bring eternal life to many.

Reflection:The example of the grain of wheat teaches us about the 
importance of going through difficult processes so that something 
new and better can emerge. Sometimes, the death of our plans or 
expectations can pave the way for fruits we never imagined. In our 
Christian life, we need to die to our ego so that God's purpose can 
be fulfilled in us.

John 12:25 - "Whoever loves his life will lose it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life."

Jesus continues to teach about the principle of sacrifice. He states 
that those who are attached to earthly life and their own desires 
will lose it. But those who are willing to give up the things of this 
world for the love of God and the Kingdom will find true life, which 
is eternal.

Reflection:This verse challenges us to reflect on our priorities. Are 
we more concerned with preserving our lives by seeking comfort 
and security in this world, or are we willing to sacrifice our own 
desires to live for God? Eternal life begins when we put the things 
of God above our own.

John 12:26 - "If anyone serves me, let him follow me; and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, him my Father will 
honor."

Jesus talks about serving Him with dedication and following in His 
footsteps. He promises that those who follow Him faithfully, even 
in hardships, will be with Him, and the Father will honor them. 
This shows us that the path of serving Christ is rewarded with His 
divine presence and honor.
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Reflection:True service to Jesus is not about seeking human 
recognition, but about serving faithfully, knowing that the reward 
comes from God. When we follow Jesus, we become His servants 
and, in doing so, share in the honor of His Father.

John 12:27 - "Now is my soul troubled: and what shall I say? Father, 
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour."

Jesus expresses His inner anguish, knowing that His death is near. 
He, in His humanity, feels the weight of the cross, but He also 
recognizes that this was the reason He came into the world—to 
suffer and die for humanity. He was ready to fulfill the mission 
given to Him by His Father.

Reflection:Jesus teaches us to accept suffering as part of God’s 
plan. Sometimes we go through difficult times, but like Him, we 
can trust that these times are part of God’s purpose for our lives. 
Suffering is not in vain; it has an eternal purpose.

John 12:28 - "Father, glorify your name."

Here, Jesus prays asking the Father to glorify His name through all 
that is about to happen. Even in the midst of His anguish, He 
remains focused on the greater goal: the glory of God.

Reflection:Jesus’ attitude teaches us to put God’s glory above our 
own feelings and desires. When we face challenges, we should ask 
for God to be glorified in our lives, regardless of the 
circumstances.
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John 12:29 - "The crowd therefore that stood there and heard 
it said that it thundered: others said, 'An angel spoke to 
him.'"

The voice of God that answered Jesus’ prayer was heard by the 
crowd, but not everyone understood it. Some thought it was 
thunder, others that it was an angel speaking. God’s revelation is 
not always understood by everyone, because people’s hearts 
determine how they perceive His voice.

Reflection:How we hear and respond to God’s voice depends on 
our heart and our willingness to listen. When God speaks, we need 
to be attentive and willing to understand His will, regardless of the 
distractions around us.

John 12:30 - "Jesus answered and said, 'This voice came not 
for my sake, but for your sakes.'"

Jesus explains that the voice they heard was not for Him, but so 
that others could understand that God was testifying about Him. 
God’s manifestation was to confirm His mission and encourage 
others to believe.

Reflection:God, in His goodness, often reveals Himself not only for 
our edification, but also for the edification of those around us. 
God’s voice has a purpose to cause others to see the truth about 
Him and strengthen their faith.

John 12:31 - "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the 
prince of this world be cast out."

Jesus speaks of the victory over evil that He is about to achieve on 
the cross. The crucifixion will be the judgment of the world and the 
expulsion of the prince of this world, Satan. Jesus was about to 
conquer sin and death forever.
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Reflection:The cross of Christ represents the ultimate victory over evil. 
When we face spiritual struggles, we must remember that Jesus has 
already defeated the prince of this world, and in His victory, we have 
the strength to overcome as well.

John 12:32 - "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me."

Jesus makes a profound statement. When He is lifted up on the 
cross, He will draw all people to Himself, offering salvation to all. 
His death will be the key to man’s reconciliation with God.

Reflection:The cross is the meeting point between God and man. 
In Jesus, everyone is drawn to find salvation and forgiveness. 
Christ’s work on the cross is universal, and anyone who turns to 
Him will find eternal life.

John 12:33 - "This he said, signifying what death he should 
die."

Jesus speaks of being “lifted up,” which refers to His crucifixion. He 
is not just talking about being “lifted up” physically, but about 
being lifted up on the cross, where He would be killed to fulfill His 
mission of saving humanity. This verse gives us a glimpse into 
Jesus’ understanding of His destiny and the way He wanted His 
death to be understood.

Reflection:Jesus’ death on the cross was not an accident or 
something unexpected. He knew its purpose from the beginning, 
and His decision to surrender Himself to the cross demonstrates 
how much He loved humanity. Jesus’ sacrifice was premeditated 
and planned by God for our salvation.
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John 12:34 - "The crowd answered him, 'We have heard from 
the law that the Christ remains forever; how can you say, 'The 
Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?'"

Here the crowd is confused. They do not understand what Jesus is 
saying about His death, because according to the Scriptures they 
knew, the Messiah (Christ) was to reign forever without dying. 
They could not reconcile the idea of   a Messiah who died with 
what they believed Scripture said about the triumphant Messiah.

Reflection:Often times, our expectations of God can be limited by 
our own ideas and understanding of Scripture. The crowd could 
not see God’s plan for salvation because they were stuck in their 
limited vision of a political Messiah. Jesus came for something 
much greater, which is often beyond what we expect.

John 12:35 - "Then Jesus said to them, 'Yet a little while the light is 
with you. Walk while you have the light, so that darkness does not 
overtake you. And he who walks in darkness does not know where 
he is going.'"

Jesus uses the metaphor of light to talk about His presence and 
revelation. He is saying that the time He will be with them physically 
is short. He is the light of the world, and while they are with Him, 
they should take advantage of it to learn and follow His teachings. 
The danger is that when He is gone, they will be in darkness, 
without direction, without the light of His presence.

Reflection:Taking advantage of time with Jesus while we have the 
opportunity is a lesson for us. We often take God’s presence for 
granted, but He calls us to take advantage of the light He offers us 
while we are alive. If we live in alignment with Him, we can walk 
with clarity and purpose.
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John 12:36 - "While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
be children of light."

Jesus concludes His teaching by telling the crowd that they must 
believe in the light (Himself) so that they may become children of the 
light, that is, so that they may be transformed by His truth. The light is 
not something we must merely observe, but something we must 
internalize by believing in Jesus and allowing Him to guide us.

Reflection:We are called to be children of light, reflecting the light 
of Christ in our lives. This involves not only believing in Jesus, but 
living according to His light, allowing Him to transform us and 
guide us in our choices and attitudes. Faith in Jesus is the way to 
live with spiritual clarity.

John 12:37 - "But though he had done so many signs before them, 
they did not believe in him."

Despite the many miracles and signs Jesus performed, the crowd 
still did not believe in Him. This reflects the hardness of their 
hearts and the spiritual blindness that prevented them from 
recognizing who He really was.

Reflection:The verse warns us about the danger of hardness of 
heart. Even when we see clear evidence of God’s power, our faith 
can be blocked by unbelief or attachment to our own ideas. It 
takes an open heart to understand and believe.

John 12:38 - "That the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, 
which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom 
hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?'"

This verse quotes Isaiah 53:1, which speaks of the people's unbelief 
toward the Messiah despite all the signs. Isaiah's message was 
being fulfilled in those days,
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because, even though Jesus performed miracles, many still did not 
believe in Him.

Reflection:People’s unbelief has persisted throughout history, but 
it is also part of God’s plan. The Messiah came to many, but many 
rejected the message, just as the Bible had predicted. This reminds 
us that even in the midst of rejection, God’s word is fulfilled.

John 12:39-40 - "Therefore they could not believe, for Isaiah also 
said, 'He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so that 
they cannot see with their eyes and understand with their heart 
and turn—and I would heal them.'"

These verses quote Isaiah 6:10, which describes how God allowed 
unbelief to take hold of the people’s hearts as a judgment. They 
were so hardened that they could not see or understand the truth. 
God, in His sovereignty, allows people to follow the path of 
unbelief, but it is a consequence of their own choices.

Reflection:God does not force anyone to believe, but He also does 
not prevent people from choosing unbelief. There is a limit to 
grace, and if we persist in our hardened hearts, we may reach the 
point where we no longer hear or understand God’s voice. We 
must seek humility so that our spiritual eyes may be opened and 
our hearts receptive to God’s word.

John 12:41 - "This is what Isaiah said when he saw his glory and spoke of 
him."

Here, the evangelist John makes reference to Isaiah's vision of 
God's glory (Isaiah 6:1-3). Isaiah, upon seeing God's glory, 
prophesied about the people's unbelief, even
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before God's revelations. He was talking about Jesus, 
anticipating the rejection He would suffer.

Reflection:The prophet Isaiah, even though he lived in a 
different time, had a clear vision of the glory of Christ and 
prophesied about Him. The Bible weaves together 
wonderfully, revealing the work of Christ from the Old 
Testament onward. This teaches us that all of God’s history 
points to Jesus.

John 12:42 - "However, many even among the rulers 
believed in him; but because of the Pharisees they did not 
confess him, so as not to be put out of the synagogue."

Despite the general unbelief, some rulers and leaders believed in 
Jesus, but they feared the rebuke of the Pharisees and the loss of 
their status in the community. They were unwilling to confess 
their faith in Jesus openly.

Reflection:Social pressure and fear of what others think can keep 
us from professing our faith in Jesus. We should reflect on whether 
we are more concerned with human approval than with God’s 
approval. True faith in Christ leads us to be bold, even in the face of 
adversity.

John 12:43 - "For they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God."

The real reason for the rulers' hesitation was their love of human 
glory. They were more interested in maintaining their social 
position than in honoring God.

Reflection:This verse is a warning to us all. When we seek the 
approval of men instead of the glory of God, we are failing to live 
according to the purpose for which we were created. True glory 
comes from God,
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and we must choose to please Him above all else.

John 12:44 - "Jesus cried out and said, 'He who believes in me, 
believes not in me but in him who sent me.'"

Jesus makes a clear statement of His divine identity. He explains that 
believing in Him is actually believing in God the Father, for He is sent by 
God. The relationship between the Father and the Son is so profound 
that believing in Jesus is also believing in the Father who sent Him.

Reflection:Jesus always pointed to the Father, and our faith in Him 
is inseparable from faith in the Father. When we believe in Jesus, 
we are recognizing that He is the perfect expression of God on 
Earth. This leads us to reflect on the importance of believing not 
only in Jesus' words, but in the God who originated them.

John 12:45 - "And he who has seen me has seen him who sent me."

Jesus claims that His life and actions are a complete revelation of 
the Father. He is not just teaching about God, He is the 
manifestation of God. This shows us that by observing Jesus, we 
can know God’s disposition and nature more deeply.

Reflection:When we look at the life of Jesus, we are seeing a 
reflection of God. If we want to know more about who God is, we 
can study and imitate the life of Christ. He not only talks about 
God, but demonstrates God in everything He does.

John 12:46 - "I have come as a light into the world, that 
whoever believes in me should not remain in darkness."

Jesus presents himself as the light of the world, contrasting with 
the darkness of sin and spiritual ignorance. He came to
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illuminate the truth and bring clarity to the path of salvation. 
Those who believe in Him therefore come out of darkness and 
enter into the light.

Reflection:The light of Christ is an invitation for all of us to come 
out of the darkness of error and separation from God. When we 
believe in Jesus, we are transformed and receive the light that 
guides us to a life full of purpose and spiritual direction. Christ 
offers clarity in a world full of confusion and darkness.

John 12:47 - "If anyone hears my words and does not believe, I 
do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to 
save the world."

Jesus makes it clear that His primary mission is not to judge, but 
to save. He did not come to condemn sinners, but to offer 
salvation to all. He offers His words of eternal life and hopes that 
people will choose to believe in them.

Reflection:Jesus’ love is to offer salvation, not to condemn. He 
does not force anyone to believe, but His mission is clear: to save. 
The point is that when we reject His word, we are moving away 
from the salvation He offers us. Jesus calls us to choose life, not 
condemnation.

John 12:48 - "He who rejects me and does not receive my words 
has one who judges him; the word that I have spoken will judge 
him in the last day."

Here, Jesus makes it clear that those who reject His words will be 
subject to the judgment of His word in the future. It is not He who 
will judge them directly, but the message He brought from God 
will be the basis for the final judgment. Rejecting the truth of 
Christ has eternal consequences.

Reflection:Jesus' word is authoritative, and what He taught will be 
the criterion by which all will be judged in the end.
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We cannot ignore His words without facing the consequences of 
that disregard. This challenges us to take God’s word seriously, not 
only now, but also in regard to the eternal future.

John 12:49 - "For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father 
who sent me has given me a commandment, what I should say and 
what I should speak."

Jesus emphasizes that His words are not His own, but are the 
direct instructions of the Father. He was sent to speak on God’s 
behalf and to fulfill the Father’s will. This shows the divine 
authority in everything Jesus taught and did.

Reflection:Jesus always submitted to the Father’s will, and we as 
His followers are called to do the same. Jesus’ authority in our lives 
comes from His submission to the Father’s authority. When we 
obey Jesus, we are obeying God Himself.

John 12:50 - "And I know that his commandment is eternal life. 
Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father told me, I speak it."

Jesus claims that the message He brings is eternal life, and He 
speaks exactly what the Father commands Him to say. The word 
of God, expressed by Jesus, is the key to eternal life, for it points 
to the salvation offered by God.

Reflection:Christ’s message is not just moral instruction, but the 
very source of eternal life. When Jesus speaks, He reveals the way 
to life with God. He gives us not just good words, but words that 
lead us to eternity with Him. Obedience to His word is the key to 
this eternal life.
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Final Reflection on John 12

In John chapter 12, we see a Jesus who is deeply aware of His 
mission and the time He has left. He teaches us that true life is not 
in avoiding death, but in surrendering oneself completely to the 
will of God, like the seed that dies to bear fruit. Jesus did not come 
to be exalted in a worldly way, but to fulfill an eternal purpose: to 
save humanity. His death on the cross is the ultimate expression of 
His love and obedience to the Father, and it is through this 
surrender that God’s light shines in the world.

Jesus’ word is eternal life, and those who believe in Him receive this 
life in abundance. By rejecting Jesus, we reject the opportunity to 
partake of this salvation and life that He offers. The judgment, 
which is not made by Jesus at His first coming, is based on our 
response to His word.

Ultimately, Jesus’ life is an invitation to all: He came as a light to 
illuminate the darkness of sin, bringing hope and freedom. 
However, each of us must decide whether we want to walk in the 
light or remain in the darkness. As followers of Christ, we are 
called to reflect His light into the world by obeying His word and 
seeking the life that only He can offer.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 13 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In chapter 13 of John, we are taken to a moment of profound 
intimacy and teachings of Jesus to His disciples. On the eve of His 
crucifixion, Jesus demonstrates the true meaning of love and 
humility by washing the feet of His disciples, an act that challenges 
the concepts of leadership and power. This chapter also marks the 
introduction of Christ's new commandment: to love one another 
as He has loved us. In addition, Jesus reveals the betrayal of Judas 
and the denial of Peter, moments that foreshadow the challenges 
and human weaknesses in the face of the greatness of divine love.

John 13:1
"Before the feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that his hour had 
come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end."

• Explanation: John begins this chapter by highlighting the 
greatness of Jesus' love, who knew that His death was near. 
He loved His disciples to the end, not just with words, but 
with concrete actions of love. This "to the end" refers to the 
totality of His love, which would be demonstrated in a 
sacrificial way.

• Reflection: Jesus’ love for us is immeasurable and 
unconditional. He did not love superficially, but to the 
point of giving His life for us. This love should be the 
example for our own lives and how we treat others, 
especially in difficult times.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 13:2
"Now during supper, when the devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him,"

• Explanation: During the meal, Judas’ heart was already 
being influenced by Satan. He had already made the 
decision to betray Jesus. This is a reminder that the enemy 
works in the shadows to lead people away from God’s path, 
even within the community of Christ’s followers.

• Reflection: Judas’ betrayal is an example of how we can 
be influenced by evil intentions and temptations. We need 
to be vigilant, resisting the enemy and standing firm in 
God’s truth, so as not to fall into the traps of evil.

John 13:3
"Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,"

• Explanation: Jesus is fully aware of His divinity and 
authority. He knows that He has been sent by God and that 
His mission is about to be completed. Jesus is not just a 
man, but the Son of God, and He acts with this awareness 
at all times.

• Reflection: Jesus’ confidence in His mission is something we 
can learn from. Even in the face of suffering, He knew He was 
fulfilling the Father’s will. This inspires us to trust in our 
purpose, even when we don’t understand all the details of 
God’s plan for our lives.

John 13:4-5
"He got up from supper, took off his outer garments, and took a towel 
and sanctified himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples' feet and to dry them with the towel with which he 
was sanctified."

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



• Explanation: When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, he did 
something surprising. Washing feet was a common task for 
servants, but Jesus, being the Master, chose to do it to teach 
His disciples about true service. He showed that the leader in 
the Kingdom of God is the one who serves others.

• Reflection: Jesus turns the concept of leadership on its head, 
showing that being great in the Kingdom of God means being 
humble and serving others. This challenges us to rethink our 
leadership attitudes and embrace service with humility, without 
seeking recognition or status.

John 13:6
"Then he came to Simon Peter, and Peter said to him, 'Lord, are you 
washing my feet?'"

• Explanation: Peter does not immediately understand why 
Jesus, being the Master, would be performing such a humble 
task. He tries to resist the gesture, as he feels he is not worthy 
of such an action from Jesus.

• Reflection: Sometimes, like Peter, we may resist what God is 
doing in our lives, especially when we don’t understand it. 
However, we need to trust that God always has a purpose 
and that His ways, though mysterious, are always for our 
good.

John 13:7
"Jesus answered and said to him, What I do you do not know now, but 
you will know hereafter."

• Explanation: Jesus explains to Peter that although he does 
not understand what is happening at that moment, one day 
he will understand the deeper meaning of that act. Jesus is 
teaching us that we do not always understand God's plans 
right away, but clarity comes with time.
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• Reflection: In our lives, we may not understand God’s 
circumstances and plans. Like Peter, we must trust that in 
time we will see God’s purpose for our lives. Patience and 
trust are essential in our walk with Christ.

John 13:8
"Peter said to him, 'You shall never wash my feet.' Jesus answered 
and said to him, 'If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.'"

• Explanation: Peter, always impulsive, refuses Jesus' gesture, 
saying that He should not wash his feet. Jesus responds that 
if He does not do so, Peter will have no part with Him, which 
reveals the symbolic importance of this act of purification.

• Reflection: The purification that Jesus offers is essential to 
our relationship with Him. We cannot approach God without 
accepting the work of Christ in our lives, which purifies us 
and makes us worthy of His love and fellowship.

John 13:9
"Simon Peter said to him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head."

• Explanation: Peter, in his excitement and desire to be 
completely purified, asks Jesus to wash not only his feet, 
but also his hands and head, as if he wanted to be 
completely cleansed by Jesus.

• Reflection: Peter's attitude shows us his desire to be 
completely clean before Jesus. Sometimes we can also be 
overly perfectionistic in our expectations, but Jesus teaches 
us that He

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



knows exactly what we need. We must trust His judgment 
and His way of purifying us.

John 13:10
"Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, 
for all else is clean; and you are clean, but not all."

• Explanation: Jesus explains to Peter that those who have 
already bathed do not need a complete cleansing, only a 
cleansing of the impurities that arise along the way. He is 
referring to the spiritual purification that He already provided 
to the disciples, except Judas, who was not spiritually clean.

• Reflection: Jesus' purification is complete, but we still need 
to confess our faults and repent constantly. He purifies us, 
but He also calls us to maintain our communion with Him,

recognizing when we need spiritual renewal.

John 13:11
"For he knew who was betraying him; therefore he said, 'You are not all 
clean.'"

• Explanation: Jesus knew that one of His disciples, Judas, 
would betray Him. When He said that "you are not all clean," 
He was referring to Judas, who, although he was physically 
present and had participated in the washing of feet, was not 
spiritually cleansed. Jesus, being omniscient, already knew of 
the plan of betrayal that was in Judas' heart.

• Reflection: Jesus knows our hearts, even when we try to 
hide our faults or intentions. He is not fooled by our 
appearances; He sees our sincerity and our willingness to 
draw near.
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of Him with purity. Jesus' invitation is for all of us to cleanse 
ourselves of Him, without exception.

John 13:12
"After he had washed their feet, he took his outer garments and sat 
down again at table and said to them, 'Do you know what I have done 
to you?'

• Explanation: After washing their feet, Jesus sat down again 
and asked his disciples to reflect on what he had just done. 
He not only physically washed their feet, but he was teaching 
them an important lesson about service and humility.

• Reflection: Jesus challenges us to reflect on what He does in 
our lives. Often, He teaches us through simple but profound 
actions. We must be attentive to His gestures and seek to 
understand the true meaning of His attitudes in our daily 
walk with Him.

John 13:13
"You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say rightly, for so I am."

• Explanation: Jesus affirms that as Master and Lord, He is 
worthy of respect and worship. He acknowledges that the 
disciples are right in calling Him this. However, He uses this 
position to teach something about true authority in the 
Kingdom of God, which is based on service.

• Reflection: Jesus' authority is not exercised in an oppressive 
way, but through service. When we call Jesus "Master and 
Lord," we need to understand that He teaches us to live 
humbly and to put the well-being of others above our own 
desires.
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John 13:14
"If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another's feet."

• Explanation: Jesus makes a direct connection between His 
action of washing feet and the behavior He expects from His 
disciples. If He, as Lord and Master, did this, the disciples, as 
His followers, should also demonstrate humility and serve 
one another in the same way.

• Reflection: Jesus gives us a clear example of how we 
should live. Service to others should not be optional, but a 
daily practice. Serving others is a way of showing the love 
of Christ, whether in small or large actions.

John 13:15
"For I have given you an example, that you should do as I 
have done to you."

• Explanation: Jesus emphasizes that He did not only teach 
through words, but also through actions. He is the perfect 
example of how we should live, and He calls us to follow His 
example of humility and service.

• Reflection: Jesus called us to follow Him, not just in beliefs, 
but in actions. Our behavior should reflect the love and 
humility of Christ. Following Jesus’ example is more than 
just knowing what He did; it is imitating Him in every area of   
our lives.

John 13:16
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, A servant is not greater than his 
master; neither is he that is sent greater than the one that sent 
him."

• Explanation: Jesus teaches that as disciples we cannot 
consider ourselves more important or superior to Him, who 
is our Lord. True greatness in
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The Kingdom of God comes from humble service, not from 
seeking status or recognition.

• Reflection: We often seek recognition and status, but Jesus 
teaches us that true greatness comes from service. No 
matter what position or title we hold, we are called to serve 
with humility, always recognizing that our value is in Christ, 
not in what we do or achieve.

John 13:17
"If you know these things, blessed are you if you do 
them."

• Explanation: Jesus reminds us that true blessing comes not 
just from knowing the teachings, but from practicing them. 
Knowing God’s will is important, but living according to it is 
what brings true happiness.

• Reflection: Knowing what God expects of us is not enough. 
We must act according to Christ's teachings in our lives, 
applying them in our daily lives. True joy and blessing come 
from practicing God's word in our actions.

John 13:18
"I do not speak of all of you; I know whom I have chosen; but that the 
Scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up 
his heel against me."

• Explanation: Jesus makes a reference to the betrayal by 
Judas, which was about to occur. He knows who will betray 
Him, and His statement is a confirmation of Old Testament 
prophecy (Psalm 41:9). Although He chose His disciples, this 
does not prevent someone, like Judas, from straying from His 
path.

• Reflection: Jesus knew about the betrayal, but still, He 
chose to love and serve all His disciples, even
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Judas. This teaches us that even in situations of pain and 
betrayal, we must love unconditionally, as Christ did. Jesus' 
love does not depend on our actions, but on His grace.

John 13:19
"I tell you now before it happens, so that when it does happen 
you will believe that I am he."

• Explanation: Jesus anticipates the events of His betrayal 
and death, so that when everything happened, the disciples 
would know that He is the Messiah, and that everything 
that was happening was within God's plan.

• Reflection: Jesus was not caught off guard by 
circumstances. He knew what would happen, and this 
strengthened His trust in God’s plan. This teaches us to 
trust God even when things seem out of control, because 
He knows what is coming.

John 13:20
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send 
receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent 
me."

• Explanation: Jesus teaches that those who receive His 
messengers, that is, His disciples, are in fact receiving Him. 
The relationship with Christ is mediated through those He 
sends to teach us.

• Reflection: The way we treat Christ’s messengers (whether 
pastors, missionaries, or other brothers in the faith) is a way 
of showing how much we value and love Christ. When we 
receive others in His name, we are receiving Christ Himself.
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John 13:21
"When Jesus had said this, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”

• Explanation: Jesus, deeply moved, reveals the sadness He 
felt upon knowing that one of His own disciples would 
betray Him. He, in His divine being, felt the pain of betrayal, 
knowing that this action would be part of His suffering.

• Reflection: Jesus experienced the pain of being betrayed, 
but still, He did not give up on fulfilling His mission. This 
teaches us that, although we may go through moments of 
pain and betrayal, we must remain firm in God's purpose for 
our lives, trusting in His sovereign plan.

John 13:22
"The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he 
spoke."

• Explanation: After Jesus revealed that one of His disciples 
would betray Him, the disciples were confused and began to 
look at each other, trying to understand who the traitor 
could be. They had no idea who was responsible for this 
betrayal, as they all seemed sincere in their devotion.

• Reflection: Sometimes in times of difficulty or confusion, 
we look to others for answers, but we need to remember 
that Jesus is the one who has the wisdom to guide us. He 
calls us to trust Him, even when we don't understand the 
situation around us.

John 13:23
"Now there was reclining beside him one of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved."
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• Explanation: The disciple whom Jesus loved is identified as 
John, the author of the Gospel. John was close to Jesus 
during the meal, perhaps reclining next to Him, in a position 
that allowed him to be in direct contact with the Master.

• Reflection: John is described as someone who enjoyed a 
very close relationship with Jesus. This teaches us that 
although Jesus loved all of His disciples, He had a special 
intimacy with those who were willing to seek a deeper 
relationship with Him. We must ask ourselves: Are we 
seeking this closeness with Christ?

John 13:24
"Simon Peter motioned to him to ask who it was of whom Jesus 
spoke."

• Explanation: Peter, who was farthest from Jesus, motioned 
to John, asking him to ask Jesus who the traitor might be. He 
trusted John, who was closest to Jesus, to ask the Master this 
direct question.

• Reflection: Peter, with his characteristic impulsiveness, 
turns to John for a more direct answer. This shows us how, 
in times of uncertainty, we can ask others for help in 
seeking the truth, but always with the desire to hear from 
Jesus, who has the answer to all questions.

John 13:25
"Then that disciple, leaning against Jesus' breast, asked him, 'Lord, 
who is it?'"

• Explanation: John, who was close to Jesus, asked Him 
directly who the traitor would be. He had the courage and 
confidence to ask the question, knowing that he could seek 
answers directly from the Lord.
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The gesture of leaning against Jesus' chest demonstrates 
closeness and intimacy with the Master.

• Reflection: John's attitude teaches us about the 
importance of being close to Jesus to seek direct answers 
from Him. When we approach Him with sincerity and 
humility, Jesus reveals Himself to us in ways that 
strengthen us and guide us on our journey.

John 13:26
"Jesus answered, The one to whom I shall give a piece of bread, 
having dipped it. And he dipped the piece of bread, and gave it to 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son."

• Explanation: Jesus revealed who the traitor would be in a 
discreet way, handing Judas the piece of bread that He had 
dipped. This gesture was a common practice of hospitality in 
Jewish culture, but Jesus used it to indicate who the traitor 
among them would be.

• Reflection: Jesus demonstrated His grace and patience until 
the very end, giving Judas the opportunity to repent. Jesus' 
love is immense, and even in the most difficult situations, He 
offers everyone the chance to change their attitudes and 
follow the path of truth.

John 13:27
"And when he had received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. 
Then Jesus said to him, 'What you are going to do, do quickly.'"

• Explanation: Upon receiving the piece of bread from Jesus, 
Judas gave in to Satan's temptation. This moment marks 
Judas' complete surrender to betrayal. Jesus, knowing what 
was coming, instructs Judas to act quickly, for the divine 
plan needed to be fulfilled.

• Reflection: Judas made a conscious decision to follow the 
path of betrayal. This verse reminds us that our choices can 
open doors to actions that
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affect our destiny. Judas' decision was a warning about the 
dangers of not resisting Satan's temptations and following 
our own desires instead of trusting in God's plan.

John 13:28
"But none of those at the table understood why I said this to him."

• Explanation: The other disciples did not immediately 
understand what Jesus meant by His words to Judas. They 
were confused, for they could not comprehend that Judas 
would be the betrayer, and yet they thought that Jesus was 
merely giving Judas instructions regarding purchasing 
something or helping the poor.

• Reflection: God often speaks to us in ways we can’t 
immediately understand. The important thing is to trust 
that He is in control, even when we don’t fully understand 
His actions or words.

John 13:29
"For some supposed that because Judas had the money bag, 
Jesus was saying to him, 'Buy what we need for the feast,' or 
that he should give something to the poor."

• Explanation: The disciples misinterpreted Jesus’ words, 
thinking that He was giving a common instruction to Judas, 
who was in charge of the group’s money bag. They did not 
know the real reason why Jesus spoke directly to Judas at 
that moment.

• Reflection: Often times, people around us may not 
understand the decisions or actions we take by faith. We 
must follow God's direction with confidence, even if 
others do not.
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understand the purpose He has for our lives.

John 13:30
"Immediately after he had received the piece of bread, Judas went out. And it was 
night."

• Explanation: After receiving the piece of bread, Judas quickly 
left, heading towards his betrayal. The fact that it was night 
may symbolize that Judas was walking towards spiritual 
darkness, away from the light of
Christ.

• Reflection: Judas’ decision to go out and betray Jesus 
symbolizes the choice to turn away from the light and live in 
darkness. This teaches us the importance of remaining in the 
light of Christ and not allowing our decisions to turn us away 
from His truth.

John 13:31
"When he had gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him."

• Explanation: With Judas' departure, Jesus understands that 
the moment of His glorification is approaching. Judas' 
betrayal, although painful, is part of the divine plan that will 
lead to the cross, where Jesus will be glorified, and the Father 
will be glorified through Him.

• Reflection: Even in the midst of suffering and betrayal, God 
can be glorified. Sometimes the difficult times in our lives are 
part of a greater plan that ultimately brings God glory. We 
must trust that even in difficult situations, God has a purpose 
for us.

John 13:32
"If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
will glorify him immediately."
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• Explanation: Jesus asserts that the glorification of the Son is 
linked to the glorification of the Father. Jesus' suffering, including 
His betrayal and the cross, will bring glory to God, and God 
Himself will honor Jesus after His death and
resurrection. The plan of redemption will be fulfilled, and the 
Father and the Son will be glorified together.

• Reflection: The glorification of Jesus does not occur in a 
conventional way, but through sacrifice and obedience to the 
divine plan. This teaches us that true glory comes when we 
surrender ourselves to God's purpose, even in times of pain 
and sacrifice.

John 13:33
"Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek 
me, but as I said to the Jews, so now I say to you, Where I 
am going, you cannot come."

• Explanation: Jesus addresses His disciples tenderly, calling 
them “little children.” He knows that His time on Earth is coming 
to an end and that He will soon depart for the Father. Jesus 
repeats what He had already told the Jews: they could not 
follow Him where He was going, referring to His death and 
ascension into heaven.

• Reflection: Here Jesus expresses His love and concern for His 
disciples, knowing that their separation would be painful. He 
reminds us that while we are in this world, our communion 
with Him is essential, but also that one day we will be with 
Him forever if we remain faithful. Even in times of separation, 
we must trust in His promise of eternal presence.

John 13:34
"A new commandment I give to you, That you love one another; 
just as I have loved you, that you also love one another."
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• Explanation: Jesus gives His disciples a new commandment: 
to love one another as He has loved them. This love is based 
on His own attitude of sacrifice and surrender. The love that 
Jesus expects from His followers is not just a love of words, 
but of action, demonstrating care, forgiveness and service.

• Reflection: The love that Jesus commands us to practice is 
radical and transformative, reflecting His sacrificial love. 
This commandment goes beyond ordinary human love; it 
is a love that forgives, serves, and gives itself for others. 
As Christians, we are called to live this love in our daily 
lives, being an example of Christ to the world.

John 13:35
"By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another."

• Explanation: Jesus says that the distinguishing mark of His 
disciples will be their love for one another. The world will be 
able to recognize those who follow Christ by the genuine love 
that Christians have for one another. This love is not just an 
emotion, but a visible action that demonstrates the 
transformation that Christ has wrought in our lives.

• Reflection: Love among Christians is the main evidence that 
we are truly disciples of Jesus. This love goes beyond 
coexistence and is expressed in concrete gestures of care, 
respect and support. When we live this love, we reflect the 
image of Christ and attract others to Him.

John 13:36
"Simon Peter said to him, 'Lord, where are you going? ' Jesus 
answered him, 'Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but 
you will follow me later.'"
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• Explanation: Peter, who has always been impulsive and 
questioning, asks Jesus where He is going. Jesus replies that, 
at that moment, Peter could not follow Him, but that later he 
would have the
opportunity to follow Him. Jesus was referring to His death 
and resurrection, when the disciples would be empowered to 
follow Him completely.

• Reflection: Jesus’ response to Peter reminds us that we 
don’t always understand God’s plans right away. 
Sometimes we can’t understand the reasons for His 
actions, but we can trust that in His wisdom He guides us 
and prepares us for the next steps in our journey of faith.

John 13:37
"Lord, why can't I follow you now? I give my life for you."

• Explanation: Peter, demonstrating his zeal and love for Jesus, 
states that he is willing to give his life for Him. He does not 
understand that Jesus still needs to go through the cross and 
that his own understanding of faithfulness would be tested in 
a different way than he imagined.

• Reflection: Peter expresses a sincere desire to follow Jesus, 
but he does not yet fully understand the path of suffering 
that this entails. This reminds us that in our faith, we often 
want to act with dedication, but we need to trust that God 
has a perfect plan, and sometimes this involves a journey 
that we do not immediately understand.

John 13:38
"Jesus answered, Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I 
say to you, the cock will not crow until you have denied me three 
times."

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



• Explanation: Jesus, with his divine wisdom, responds to 
Peter by foreseeing his future denial. Even with all of Peter's 
sincerity, Jesus knew that he, out of fear, would deny Jesus 
three times before the rooster crowed the next morning, 
when Jesus would be taken to trial.

• Reflection: Peter’s prediction of denial is a humbling lesson 
for us all. We often commit ourselves to promises of 
faithfulness to God, but our human weaknesses can cause 
us to fail. However, Jesus does not give up on us, and He 
calls us to repentance and restoration. Like Peter, we can be 
restored when we return to Jesus with a repentant heart.

• Final Reflection – John 13
• In this chapter, we see a very significant moment in the life of 

Jesus and His disciples. Jesus, knowing that His hour was 
coming, gives Himself to service and sacrificial love, teaching 
us that a true leader is one who serves and loves without 
expecting anything in return. The washing of the disciples’ 
feet is a clear example of this humble and radical love.

• Jesus also gives us a new commandment: to love one another 
as He has loved us. This love is not a simple feeling, but a 
concrete action, which is reflected in gestures of care, 
forgiveness and willingness to help. When we live this love, 
the world
recognizes that we are disciples of Jesus, and His love 
transforms all our relationships.

• At the same time, we see the foreshadowing of Peter’s 
denial, which teaches us that even with all our good 
intentions, we are flawed and in need of Jesus’ grace. 
Peter’s failure is not the end of his journey; rather, it is a 
reminder that even when we fail, Christ’s love never 
abandons us. He calls us to repentance and restoration.
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• May we, as disciples of Christ, follow the example of His 
unconditional and humble love, and may we, even in the 
face of our failures, trust that the grace and forgiveness of 
Jesus are always within our reach.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 14 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In John chapter 14, Jesus offers comfort and guidance to His 
disciples who are troubled by the thought of His departure. He 
speaks of the Father’s house and promises to prepare a place for 
them, assuring them that even though He goes, He will not leave 
them alone. Furthermore, Jesus reveals that He is the only way to 
the Father and assures them that with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
they will continue to be guided and strengthened. This chapter is a 
beautiful promise of hope, peace, and a continued relationship 
with God even after Jesus’ ascension.

John 14:1
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.”

In this verse, Jesus is calming the hearts of His disciples, who were 
distressed by the news that He was going to leave. He exhorts 
them not to be anxious and to maintain their faith, both in God 
and in Him, Jesus. He invites them to trust in the divine plan, 
despite the uncertainty and suffering that lay ahead.

Reflection:Like the disciples, we often face moments of 
uncertainty and fear, but Jesus calls us to trust in Him. Trusting in 
Christ is a source of peace, even in difficult times.

John 14:2
“In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.”
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Here Jesus speaks of heaven as “His Father’s house.” He assures 
His disciples that there is enough room for everyone, and He 
Himself will prepare a place for each one. Jesus’ promise is that 
there is an eternal home for those who believe in Him.

Reflection:Heaven is a wonderful promise for Christians, a place of 
peace and union with God. Jesus is preparing us for this eternity. In 
times of difficulty, we can take comfort in this promise of eternal 
life.

John 14:3
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”

In this verse, Jesus promises that He will return to take His 
followers to be with Him. Christ’s “return” is the promise of His 
second coming, when He will restore all things and take us to live 
with Him in eternity.

Reflection:The second coming of Christ is a hope for all 
Christians. Knowing that we will one day be with Him forever 
should strengthen our faith and encourage us to live worthy of 
that promise.

John 14:4
“And where I am going you know, and the way you know.”

Jesus states that His disciples already know where He is going and 
the way to get there. He is referring to His return to the Father and 
the way of salvation, which is through Himself.

Reflection:Jesus is the way to God. As He Himself teaches us, the 
path to eternal peace is to follow Him. Many times, we look for 
other answers, but the true direction is in Christ.
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John 14:5
“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 
going, and how can we know the way?’”

Thomas expresses his doubt. He does not fully understand what 
Jesus is saying about the way to the Father. Despite having been 
with Jesus throughout His ministry, Thomas still does not 
understand the full extent of the divine plan.

Reflection:Thomas represents many of us who, even 
though we know Christ’s message, sometimes have doubts 
or difficulties in understanding His plans. He is a reminder 
that the journey of faith involves continuous learning.

John 14:6
“Jesus answered and said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

Jesus responds to Thomas by stating that He is the only way to the 
Father. He is the Truth, for His word is the revelation of God, and 
He is the Life, for it is through Him that we have eternal life. No 
other way leads us to God except through Jesus.

Reflection:This verse is one of the most profound in the gospel, 
for it teaches us that Jesus is the only mediator between us and 
God. Salvation is not found in good works or other religions, but in 
Christ alone. He is the only way to true life.

John 14:7
“If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; and 
from now on you do know him and have seen him.”

Jesus reveals that to know Him is to know the Father. He and the 
Father are one, and by knowing Jesus, the disciples also know 
God. Jesus is the complete revelation of God, and
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the only way to understand the true nature of the Father is 
through Christ.

Reflection:When we seek to know Jesus, we are actually seeking 
to know God in His totality. The Christian life is a journey of 
discovering who God is, and Jesus is the key to that revelation.

John 14:8
“Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.’”

Philip once again expresses a doubt. He asks to see the Father in a 
tangible way, perhaps expecting something more visible or direct. 
This speech reveals the human desire to experience God’s 
presence in a concrete way.

Reflection:Many times we look for physical or visible signs of God 
in our lives, when the true revelation of God is in Jesus Christ. He is 
the image of the Father, and by knowing Him, we know God.

John 14:9
“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not know me, 
Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us 
the Father”?’”

Jesus responds with a question that shows His surprise at Philip’s lack 
of understanding. He explains that when one sees Him, one sees the 
Father, because He and the Father are one. Jesus is the full 
manifestation of God among us.

Reflection:To know Jesus is to know God. He came into the 
world to reveal the Father and show what God is like in His 
essence. Our search for God must be directed towards 
understanding who Jesus is.
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John 14:10
“Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The 
words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works.”

Jesus reaffirms His union with the Father, saying that He does not 
speak or act on His own, but that it is the Father who works through 
Him. Jesus is God's instrument in the world, and the works He 
performs are a manifestation of the Father's will.

Reflection:Jesus always made it clear that His ministry was 
guided by the Father’s will. He teaches us that our lives should 
also be an expression of God’s will. We do nothing alone; it is 
God who acts in us and through us.

John 14:11
“Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me; or else 
believe for the sake of the works themselves.”

Here, Jesus asks His disciples to believe in Him based not only on 
His words but also on His works. He performs miracles and 
extraordinary deeds that are proof of His union with the Father. If 
the disciples cannot fully understand, then they must believe by 
the evidence of Jesus’ works.

Reflection:Sometimes our faith may waver in the face of 
difficulties or doubts, but we must remember the wonders God 
has already done in our lives. Christ’s works, past and present, are 
powerful testimonies of His divinity.

John 14:12
“Very truly I tell you, he who believes in me will do the works that I 
do, and he will do even greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father.”
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Jesus states that those who believe in Him will also do the works 
He did, and even greater works, because He will return to the 
Father. The Holy Spirit, who would come after Jesus' ascension, 
would enable the disciples to do these works.

Reflection:Jesus calls us to continue His mission in the world. He 
not only performs miracles, but He gives us the authority and 
ability to do great things in His name. We must live with this 
confidence, knowing that He is with us, empowering us for good 
works.

John 14:13
“And whatever you ask in my name, that I will do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.”

Jesus promises that any request made in His name will be 
granted. This does not mean that just anything will be given, but 
rather that when we ask according to His will, God will be 
glorified.

Reflection:When we pray, we must align our requests with God’s 
will. Praying in Jesus’ name means asking for what He wants for us, 
so that in everything, God may be glorified. Prayer is a means of 
seeking what is best for the Kingdom of God.

John 14:14
“If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

Jesus reinforces His promise that when we pray in His name, He 
will answer our requests. The emphasis is on the authority of His 
name and the confidence we have in asking for what is in 
alignment with His will.

Reflection:Prayer is an invitation to draw closer to God, trusting 
in His sovereignty and goodness. We must remember that when 
we pray in the name of Jesus, we are
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invoking His authority and wisdom, which always lead us to 
the best.

John 14:15
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

Jesus makes a direct connection between love for Him and 
obedience to His commandments. True love for Christ is 
manifested in obedience to His word. Love is not just something 
sentimental, but something practical and demonstrated in 
everyday life.

Reflection:Loving Jesus is not just a matter of words, but of 
actions. Our attitudes and behaviors should reflect the love we 
have for Him. Obedience to His teachings is the best way to 
demonstrate this love.

John 14:16
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever.”

Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, after His 
departure. The Holy Spirit would come to teach, guide, comfort, and 
strengthen the disciples in His absence.

Reflection:The Holy Spirit is a gift from God to us. He enables us 
to live the Christian life by guiding us, teaching us, and comforting 
us in difficult times. We are not alone; God is with us through the 
Holy Spirit.

John 14:17
“The Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him; but you know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you.”

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Jesus explains that the Spirit of truth, the Comforter, cannot be 
received by the world, because it has no relationship with God. 
However, the disciples know Him, because He dwells with them 
and will be within them.

Reflection:The Holy Spirit is given to those who have a 
relationship with God, and He works intimately in the hearts of 
Christians. He helps us understand God’s truth and live according 
to His will, something the world cannot understand.

John 14:18
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”

Jesus assures the disciples that although He leaves physically, He 
will not abandon them. He will return to be with them and, 
furthermore, the Holy Spirit will come to dwell in them, making 
His presence continuous.

Reflection:Even when it seems like God is far away, He never 
abandons us. Jesus promised that He would always be with us, 
whether through the Holy Spirit or at His second coming. We can 
trust in His constant presence in our lives.

John 14:19
“Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye shall see 
me: because I live, ye shall live also.”

Jesus speaks of His death and resurrection. The world will not see 
Him after His death, but the disciples will see Him after He is 
resurrected. Furthermore, He gives them the promise that 
through Him they will also have life.

Reflection:Jesus’ death and resurrection not only secured His 
victory over death, but also gave us the opportunity to live 
eternally with Him. The Christian is no longer a slave to death, but 
has life in Christ.
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John 14:20
“At that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you.”

Here Jesus speaks of a deep and mutual union between Himself, the 
Father, and the disciples. When the Holy Spirit comes, the relationship 
between them will be more intimate and spiritual, and they will understand 
more fully the nature of Jesus and His mission.

Reflection:True fellowship with God is not just a matter of 
following rules or doing good deeds, but of being united with 
Him through Christ. When we live in Christ, we are in perfect 
union with God, and He in us.

John 14:21
“He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love him and manifest myself to him.”

Jesus concludes this section by teaching that obedience to His 
commandments is an expression of our love for Him. And as a 
result, those who love Him will be loved by the Father, and Jesus 
will manifest Himself to them, sharing His presence in a special 
way.

Reflection:Love for Jesus is demonstrated by obedience to His 
commandments. When we truly love Jesus, we live according to 
His word, and as a result, we experience God’s presence in a 
unique and life-changing way.

John 14:22
“Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will 
manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?”

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Here Judas (not Iscariot) asks an important question. He wants to 
understand why Jesus would manifest Himself to His disciples 
and not to the whole world. Judas was still trying to understand 
the nature of Jesus’ Kingdom, which was not political or visible as 
many expected, but spiritual.

Reflection:Often times, our understanding of God and His actions 
can be limited. Judas represents those who want to understand 
God’s ways from a human perspective, but the Lord works in ways 
that are often not evident to everyone.

John 14:23
“Jesus answered and said to him, If a man love me, he will keep my word: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him.”

Jesus explains that His manifestation is for those who love Him and 
obey His word. He who loves Christ dedicates himself to following 
His teachings, and as a result, the Father and the Son will come to 
dwell in him, in a deep spiritual union.

Reflection:A true relationship with God is not just about words, 
but about actions. If we love Jesus, we show it by obeying His 
word. God wants to live in us, and our lives become a reflection of 
this deep communion.

John 14:24
“He who does not love me does not keep my words; and the word 
which you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.”

Jesus makes it clear that obedience to His word is a sign of love 
for Him. Those who do not love Him will not obey His teachings. 
He also reinforces that
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His words are not just His own, but are the Father’s words, reflecting 
the unity of purpose between the Son and the Father.

Reflection:Obedience to Christ is a matter of genuine love. We 
cannot separate our actions from our beliefs. Those who love Jesus 
demonstrate this love by practicing His commandments, for He 
speaks in the name of the Father.

John 14:25
“These things I have spoken unto you, being present with you;”

Jesus is reminding the disciples that He has already spoken 
about these things while He was physically with them. He is 
preparing them for the new reality that will come with the arrival 
of the Holy Spirit.

Reflection:Jesus prepared His disciples in advance. In the same 
way, He prepares us, through His word, for the challenges that will 
come. We must be attentive to His teachings, so that we can be 
ready to act in His will.

John 14:26
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.”

Here Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, will come 
to teach and remind the disciples of all that He has already said. 
The Spirit will not only enable them to understand the truth, but 
will also help them apply Jesus’ teachings in their lives.

Reflection:The Holy Spirit is our guide and teacher. He not only 
gives us understanding of God’s word, but also reminds us of 
what we need to do to live according to God’s will. In times of 
doubt, the Spirit guides us and helps us remember the truth.
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John 14:27
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

Jesus offers His disciples His peace, a peace that is different from 
the peace of the world. The peace of the world is temporary and 
circumstantial, but the peace of Christ is lasting and transcends 
any situation. He urges them not to be troubled, for His peace is 
sufficient.

Reflection:In a world full of tribulation, the peace that Jesus 
offers is a sure anchor. It is not dependent on circumstances, 
but is a state of complete trust in God, knowing that He is in 
control of all things. Our peace comes from our union with 
Christ.

John 14:28
“You have heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If 
you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I.”

Jesus reminds the disciples that He is going to the Father, and that 
if they truly loved Him, they would be glad that He is going to the 
Father. This indicates that Jesus’ return to the Father is not a loss, 
but a positive step, for He will be in a position of honor with the 
Father.

Reflection:We may often see someone’s departure as a loss, but 
for Jesus, His going to the Father was part of God’s plan for our 
salvation. Christian joy is not based on being physically with Jesus, 
but on knowing that He is with the Father and interceding for us.
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John 14:29
“I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen 
you will believe.”

Jesus is preparing His disciples for the events that are about to 
occur, especially His death and ascension. He wants them to 
believe in Him even before the events unfold, so that when they do 
occur, they will recognize that He is Lord and has fulfilled all that 
He has promised.

Reflection:Jesus teaches us to trust His word, even before we see 
the results. Christian faith is a faith that relies on God’s promises, 
knowing that He always fulfills what He says, even if we don’t 
understand the process.

John 14:30
“I will no longer talk much with you, because the prince of this world is 
coming, and he has nothing in me.”

Jesus reveals that He is about to be confronted by "the prince of 
this world," which refers to Satan. But He asserts that Satan has no 
power over Him, because Jesus is in perfect fellowship with the 
Father and is without sin.

Reflection:Jesus is sovereign over all creation, and though the 
enemy may try to attack us, he has no power over those who are 
in Christ. Satan’s power is limited, and Jesus always triumphs over 
evil. We can trust in His authority.

John 14:31
“But that the world may know that I love the Father, and that I do as 
the Father has commanded me, arise, let us go hence.”

Jesus reaffirms His obedience to the Father, saying that everything 
He does is out of love for the Father. He is ready to fulfill
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His mission, and he calls the disciples to rise up, as he is about to 
follow the divine plan to the end.

Reflection:Jesus demonstrates His obedience to the Father, and 
this is a model for us. Our love for God is reflected in our 
obedience to His will, even when it requires sacrifice. Obedience to 
God is the greatest expression of love for Him.

Final Reflection on John 14

In this chapter, Jesus reveals the depth of the relationship He 
desires to have with us. He is not just a distant leader, but the 
Savior who wants to dwell in our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
The promise of His peace is an invitation that, even in the midst of 
difficulties, we can rest in His presence and trust in His plans.

Jesus also calls us to obedience, not as a burden, but as an 
expression of our love for Him. When we truly love Jesus, our lives 
align with His teachings, and it is in this alignment that we find 
true peace and true joy. The peace of Christ does not depend on 
circumstances, but on the assurance that He is in control of 
everything.

Finally, Jesus teaches us that as we follow His will, we can trust Him 
to intercede for us before the Father. He is our security, our hope, 
and our model of obedience. May we live, day by day, in obedience 
to His calling, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us and transform 
our lives to reflect His love and peace.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 15 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In chapter 15 of John, Jesus reveals one of the most profound and 
meaningful images to describe the relationship between Himself 
and His disciples: the vine and the branches. He presents Himself 
as the true vine and teaches us that in order to bear fruit, we need 
to be connected to Him. This chapter also addresses the 
importance of love and obedience to His commandments, as well 
as preparing us for the difficulties we will face in the world as we 
follow His teachings. Jesus promises the help of the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, giving us courage to be His witnesses.

John 15:1
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser."

• In this verse, Jesus presents Himself as the “true vine,” 
meaning that He is the source of spiritual life. God the Father 
is the vinedresser, who cares for us and our ability to bear 
spiritual fruit. The image of the vine is used to illustrate our 
dependence on Jesus to live a full life in God.

Reflection:Jesus is our true source of life. To grow spiritually, 
we need to be connected to Him, just as the branches are to 
the vine.

John 15:2
"Every branch in me that bears no fruit he takes away; and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit."
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• Jesus explains that God, as a farmer, cares for us in two 
ways: by cutting away the fruitless branches and by pruning 
the branches that are producing fruit so that they will bear 
more fruit. Pruning can be painful, but it is a process of 
purification that helps us grow even more.

Reflection:God’s pruning, though difficult, is necessary for our 
spiritual growth. He shapes us to be more fruitful in His work.

John 15:3
"You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you."

• Jesus tells His disciples that they have already been 
“cleansed” by the word He taught them. This means that 
God’s truth has the power to purify and transform our lives. 
Jesus’ word is the means by which we are sanctified.

Reflection:God’s word has the power to purify us. As we listen to 
and practice His teachings, we are shaped to live according to His 
will.

John 15:4
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
me."

• Jesus emphasizes that just as the branches need the vine to 
bear fruit, we too need to abide in Him. Without this 
connection, we cannot bear spiritual fruit. It is through Jesus 
that our spiritual life is sustained.

Reflection:To live a life that glorifies God, we need to be 
connected to Jesus. He is our source of life and all spiritual fruits.
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John 15:5
"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who remains in me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit, for without me you can do 
nothing."

• Jesus reinforces the metaphor of the vine and the branches. He is 
the vine and we are the branches, being our
responsibility to remain in Him. When we remain united 
to Jesus, we can bear much spiritual fruit, but without 
Him, we are not able to do anything of eternal value.

Reflection:Without Jesus, we can do nothing of value. He is our 
strength and our ability to produce spiritual fruit. We must 
depend totally on Him.

John 15:6
"If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a 
withering branch. People gather them and throw them into the 
fire, and they are burned."

• Jesus warns about the seriousness of turning away from 
Him. Those who do not abide in Him become like dry 
branches, without spiritual life, and are rejected. The 
metaphor of fire symbolizes eternal separation from God, a 
serious consequence of not abiding in Christ.

Reflection:Separation from Jesus has eternal consequences. We 
must abide in Him to live in full communion with God and avoid 
spiritual destruction.

John 15:7
"If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, you will ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you."
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• Jesus promises that if we abide in Him and His word, our 
requests will be answered. This is because when we are 
aligned with Jesus, our desires will be in alignment with 
God's will, and He will answer our prayers.

Reflection:When our life is in Christ and His word, our desires and 
prayers reflect God's will, and He answers according to His perfect 
wisdom.

John 15:8
"By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you 
prove to be my disciples."

• The purpose of bearing spiritual fruit is to glorify God. 
When we live in a way that honors God and bears fruit, we 
show the world that we are true disciples of Jesus.

Reflection:Bearing spiritual fruit is a way to glorify God. By living 
for Him and obeying His word, we demonstrate that we are His 
disciples.

John 15:9
"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide 
in my love."

• Jesus reveals the deep love He has for us, a love equal to 
the love the Father has for Him. He invites us to abide in 
that love, for it is the
foundation of our Christian life.

Reflection:Jesus’ love for us is immeasurable and 
unconditional. As we abide in that love, we live secure and 
filled with His peace.
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John 15:10
"If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love."

• Jesus teaches that obedience to His commandments is the 
key to remaining in His love. He Himself obeyed the Father, 
and in doing so, He remained in God’s love.

Reflection:Obedience to Jesus is the way we demonstrate that we 
are in His love. Just as He obeyed the Father, we must obey Him, 
following His commandments with dedication.

John 15:11
"These things I have spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full."

• Jesus shares His teachings so that His disciples may 
experience the same joy that He has. Jesus’ joy is not 
superficial or fleeting, but a deep and full joy. When we 
abide in His word and in His love, we experience the true 
joy that comes from being in communion with Him.

Reflection:True joy comes from living according to God’s will. 
When we abide in Christ and His teachings, we experience the 
fullness of His joy.

John 15:12
"This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I 
have loved you."

• Jesus summarizes the central commandment of His life and 
ministry: to love others as He has loved us. Jesus' love for us 
is the measure of how
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we must love others. He calls us to a life of sacrificial love, 
where we put others first.

Reflection:Jesus’ love is the model for our love. When we love 
as He loved, we fulfill His command and show the world who 
we are as His followers.

John 15:13
"Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends."

• Jesus reveals the greatest kind of love: the sacrifice of giving 
one's life for others. He is speaking of His own death on the 
cross, where He would give His life to save
humanity. This is the supreme standard of love—a love that 
looks not to one's own benefit but to the good of the other.

Reflection:The greatest love is that which sacrifices itself for the 
good of others. Jesus demonstrated this love for us, and He calls 
us to live this way, putting the good of others above our own 
interests.

John 15:14
"You are my friends if you do what I command you."

• Jesus calls us His friends, but this friendship is conditional 
on obedience to His commandments. Friendship with Jesus 
is not just a title, but a relationship that is expressed 
through obedience and commitment to His teachings.

Reflection:True friendship with Jesus is reflected in our obedience 
to Him. We are His friends when we follow His commandments 
and live according to His will.
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John 15:15
"No longer do I call you servants, because a servant does not know what 
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you."

• Jesus no longer calls us servants, but friends, for He has 
revealed God’s heart to us and shared His plans with us. 
Servants do not know the master’s plans, but Jesus calls us to 
an intimacy in which He reveals to us what is to come.

Reflection:Jesus treats us with confidence, revealing God’s plans 
for us. He calls us friends because He wants us to share in His 
purpose and mission in the world.

John 15:16
"You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, 
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give 
you."

• Jesus reminds us that the choice is His. He chose us to bear 
fruit that is lasting and pleasing to God. When we abide in 
Him and follow His will, our prayers are answered because 
we ask according to God's purpose.

Reflection:God has chosen us to be His instruments in the world. 
When we fulfill His purpose of bearing fruit, we can be sure that 
our prayers will be answered because we are aligned with God’s 
will.

John 15:17
"These things I command you, that you love one another."

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



• Jesus repeats the commandment of love, showing that it is 
the basis of our Christian life. Mutual love among disciples is 
the main characteristic of those who follow Christ. This love 
is not optional, but a direct commandment from Jesus.

Reflection:Love is the foundation of the Christian life. We must 
practice unconditional and sacrificial love, following the 
example of Jesus, so that the world may see His presence in us.

John 15:18
"If the world hates you, you know that it hated me before you."

• Jesus warns that just as He was hated by the world, so His 
followers will face persecution and rejection. The world does 
not understand His message.
Christ, and therefore those who live according to it will be 
opposed.

Reflection:Being a Christian can mean facing rejection and 
opposition. Jesus experienced this rejection, and as we follow in 
His footsteps, we can find comfort in the midst of our difficulties.

John 15:19
"If you were of the world, the world would love its own. But 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you."

• Jesus explains that if we were like the world, the world would 
accept us. But because we are different, chosen by Christ, we 
are rejected. The difference between Christians and the 
world is clear: we live by God's values, and this bothers those 
who follow the world's standards.
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Reflection:As Christians, we are called to live differently from the 
world. This difference may lead to rejection, but it is also proof 
that we are living according to God’s will.

John 15:20
"Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater 
than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also."

• Jesus reminds the disciples that just as He was persecuted, 
they too will face persecution. However, there is also hope: if 
the world listened to and followed Jesus, it will also listen to 
and follow His disciples.

Reflection:Persecution is a reality for Christians, but it should 
not discourage us. Jesus went through it first and gives us 
strength to endure hardships, knowing that our mission is to 
spread His word.

John 15:21
"But all these things will they do to you for my name's sake, because 
they do not know him who sent me."

• The reason Christians are persecuted is the name of Jesus. 
The world rejects Christ and therefore rejects those who 
follow Him. The lack of
knowledge of God is the root of opposition to the 
gospel.

Reflection:We will be persecuted for Jesus’ sake, but this 
persecution is an opportunity to witness to Him. The world rejects 
what it does not know, and it is up to us to bring the light of the 
gospel to it.
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John 15:22
"If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have had sin; 
but now they have no cloak for their sin."

• Jesus declares that by coming and bringing His message, 
He exposed the sin of the world. Before, people could 
plead ignorance, but now, with the revelation of Christ, 
they have no excuse for their sin.

Reflection:The coming of Jesus brought clarity about sin and 
God's truth. We can no longer ignore Christ's message, and so 
we are responsible for our response to it.

John 15:23
"He who hates me hates my Father also."

• Hatred of the Son reflects hatred of the Father. If one rejects 
the message of Jesus, he is also rejecting the message of 
God, for Jesus is the perfect revelation of the Father.

Reflection:The relationship with Jesus is inseparable from the 
relationship with God the Father. When we accept or reject Jesus, 
we are, in fact, accepting or rejecting God.

John 15:24
"If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they 
would not have had sin; but now they have seen and hated both me and 
my Father."

• Jesus explains that the works He did among the people 
(healings, miracles, and teachings) were proof of His divine 
identity. Yet many rejected Him and the Father. They could 
no longer plead ignorance, for they had seen the clear signs 
of God at work through Jesus, but instead of believing, they 
chose to hate.
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Reflection:When God acts in our lives, He gives us clear evidence 
of His presence and power. The reaction to seeing these signs can 
be faith or rejection, but the
responsibility to respond to Him remains with us.

John 15:25
"But this happened, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in 
their law: 'They hated me without a cause.'"

• Jesus quotes the prophecy of Scripture, which had already 
predicted that He would be hated without cause. He knew 
that His rejection was not based on a failure in His ministry, 
but on a willful refusal to accept the truth He brought. This 
was part of God’s plan to fulfill Scripture.

Reflection:Even though He was the Son of God, Jesus faced hatred 
without cause because His teaching confronted sin and the values   
of the world. This teaches us that following Christ will not always 
be easy, as it will often involve confronting the world’s wrong 
structures and ideologies.

John 15:26
"When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of 
me."

• Jesus promises to send the Comforter (the Holy Spirit), who 
will be sent by the Father. The Spirit has the mission of 
bearing witness to Jesus, that is, He will reveal the truth 
about Christ to the hearts of believers. The Holy Spirit does 
not speak of Himself, but always points to Jesus, 
confirming His work and His teaching.

Reflection:The Holy Spirit is our guide and counselor, and His 
primary mission is to bring us closer to Christ. He helps us 
understand the truth that comes from God and strengthens us to 
live according to that truth.
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John 15:27
"And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning."

• Jesus tells the disciples that just as the Holy Spirit will testify 
of Him, they too will be witnesses. The disciples had lived with 
Jesus from the beginning of His ministry and were therefore 
in a unique position to bear witness to who He was and what 
He did. They would be used by God to spread Jesus’ message 
to the world.

Reflection:As followers of Christ, we are all called to be His 
witnesses. Like the disciples, we have the privilege of sharing our 
experience with Jesus and the impact He has had on our lives.

Final Reflection on John 15

In this chapter, Jesus teaches us about the importance of abiding 
in Him and His love. He is the true vine, and we are the branches. 
This means that our life and fruitfulness depend on our constant 
connection with Christ. Through obedience to His 
commandments and love for Him and others, we are called to 
bear fruit that glorifies God.

The promise that the Holy Spirit will help us to witness for Jesus, 
even in the midst of rejection and persecution, brings us comfort 
and courage. Jesus warns us that the world may hate us, just as it 
hated Him, but our trust must be in God’s faithfulness and in the 
strength that the Holy Spirit gives us to persevere.

So as we reflect on this chapter, we are challenged to examine our 
relationship with Christ: Are we abiding in Him? Are we living in 
such a way that God’s love flows from us to others? And most of 
all, how do we
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Are we responding to the call to witness to the truth of 
Jesus, even in the face of adversity?

Jesus offers us true life and the source of our strength, and it is in 
Him that we find the ability to live and bear fruit for the Kingdom 
of God. May we abide in Him, trust in His Word, and be faithful 
witnesses of His truth, spreading His love wherever we go.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 16 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

In chapter 16 of the Gospel of John, Jesus prepares His disciples for 
His departure, warning them of the difficulties they will face. He 
comforts them, assuring them that the Holy Spirit will be with 
them, guiding and strengthening them. Jesus also speaks of the 
tribulations that will come, but gives them hope that, despite the 
difficulties, He has already overcome the world. This chapter is a 
message of encouragement and faith, reminding us that in Christ 
we find peace and strength to face any challenge.

John 16:1
"These things I have spoken to you so that you will 
not be offended."
Jesus begins this chapter by continuing His teaching about the 
difficulties His disciples will face. He warns them of what is coming 
so that they will not be surprised or disappointed. The word 
“offended” here means that they should not lose faith or trust in 
God, even when they face opposition and persecution. Jesus wants 
to prepare them for the challenges.

Reflection: Just like the disciples, we too need to be prepared for 
the difficulties that arise when following Jesus. He never promises 
us a life without difficulties, but teaches us to persevere in Him.

John 16:2
"They will put you out of the synagogues; and the hour is 
coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service 
to God."
Jesus warned that his followers would be rejected and 
persecuted, even expelled from the synagogues. This
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The expulsion would be a severe blow to the Jews, who saw their 
synagogues as a center of religious life. Furthermore, He says 
that those who persecute them will believe they are doing 
something in the name of God. This is fulfilled later, when many 
Christians were persecuted and martyred, mainly by religious 
leaders.

Reflection: Persecution for our faith is not uncommon. Even if we 
are misunderstood or rejected, we need to remember that God is 
with us, and He calls us to be faithful, even in the face of adversity.

John 16:3
"And they will do this because they have not known the Father nor 
me." Jesus explains the reason for their persecution: those who 
persecute them have no true knowledge of God. They may know the 
Scriptures and practice rituals, but they do not understand the 
essence of God and His Son. Their lack of true knowledge of God 
leads to their rejection of the disciples and even of Christ.

Reflection: When people do not truly know God, they can 
easily be led down the wrong path. A lack of a genuine 
relationship with God can lead to injustice and prejudice 
against those who proclaim His truth.

John 16:4
"But these things I have told you, that when the time comes you 
may remember that I told you of them. I did not tell you of them at 
the beginning, because I was with you."
Jesus is preparing His disciples for the time of His departure. He 
wants them to remember His teachings when difficulties arise. 
He explains that while He was with them, He was their 
protection, but now, with His departure, they will need to 
remember His words to remain steadfast in their faith.
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Reflection: In our walk with God, He always prepares us for 
challenging times. Even in difficult times, we must remember Jesus' 
words, for they are our strength and guidance.

John 16:5
"But now I go to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 
'Where are You going?'"
Jesus speaks about His departure to the Father. He notices that, 
despite their sadness and apprehension, the disciples are not 
asking directly about His fate. They do not yet fully understand 
God’s plan for the redemption of the world.

Reflection: Sometimes we don’t know what to do or where to go, 
but we need to trust in God’s plan. He always has a purpose in 
everything He does, even when we don’t fully understand it.

John 16:6
"But because I have told you these things, sorrow has filled your 
hearts."
The news of Jesus’ departure brought sadness to the disciples. They 
were distressed at the thought that He would leave them. This 
sadness is understandable, for they did not know what the future 
held for them.

Reflection: When we face moments of sadness and uncertainty, 
it is important to remember that while sadness is real, it is not 
the end of the story. God’s presence in our lives brings comfort 
and hope.

John 16:7
"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 
to you."
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Here, Jesus reveals one of the most wonderful promises: the sending 
of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. He explains that if He did not leave, 
the Holy Spirit could not come. The coming of the Holy Spirit is 
fundamental to the life of a Christian, because He guides us, teaches 
us and comforts us.

Reflection: Even in our walk with God, Jesus does not leave us 
alone. The Holy Spirit is with us to help and strengthen us in every 
situation.

John 16:8
"And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment."
The Holy Spirit has the role of convincing the world about three 
things: sin, righteousness, and judgment. He teaches us what sin is, 
what it means to live according to God's righteousness, and the 
consequences of judgment.

Reflection: The Holy Spirit plays a fundamental role in our lives, 
helping us to discern the truth and walk according to God's will. He 
teaches us to live with integrity and to recognize error when we 
are on the wrong path.

John 16:9
"Of sin, because they believe not on me;"
Jesus begins to explain what the Holy Spirit does in the world, 
starting with sin. Sin is essentially a lack of faith in Jesus. The 
greatest sin anyone can commit is not to believe in the Son of God, 
who came to save us.

Reflection: Faith in Jesus is the key to the forgiveness of our sins. 
Denying Jesus is the greatest sin, for it is the refusal of God's love 
and salvation.
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John 16:10
"Of righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you see me no 
more;" God’s righteousness is revealed in the fact that Jesus, by 
returning to the Father, is affirming that God’s righteousness has been 
fulfilled. He paid the price for sin, and His ascension to the Father is 
the confirmation that God’s righteousness has been established.

Reflection: God’s righteousness is not a matter of human 
merit, but of Jesus’ redemptive work. When we accept Jesus, 
we are justified before God, and we can trust in His 
righteousness in our lives.

John 16:11
"Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged." Jesus 
continues explaining the role of the Holy Spirit, this time speaking 
about judgment. The “prince of this world” refers to Satan, who is 
the enemy of God and His followers. Satan’s judgment has already 
been decreed, for Jesus came into the world to defeat him. His 
condemnation is already assured, and this gives us confidence, for 
we know that the final victory belongs to God.

Reflection: Although evil still exists in the world, we can have peace 
knowing that Satan has already been defeated on the cross. The final 
judgment has already been decreed, and we who are in Christ are 
victorious.

John 16:12
"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now."
Jesus admits that there is much more He would like to teach His 
disciples, but they do not yet have the capacity to fully understand 
it. They were facing much distress and confusion, and Jesus knew 
they needed more time to prepare.
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Reflection: Sometimes God has more to teach us, but we need to 
be ready to receive and understand His teachings. The Holy Spirit 
helps us grow and understand God's will more deeply as we 
mature in our faith.

John 16:13
"But when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth. For he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears 
he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come."

Here Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of truth.” He will 
guide us into all truth, revealing God’s will for our lives. The Spirit 
will not speak on His own authority, but will speak what God 
reveals, including things yet to come. The Holy Spirit’s mission is to 
lead us into a deeper understanding of God and His word.

Reflection: The Holy Spirit is our guide on the journey of faith. He 
helps us understand God’s truth and prepares us for what lies 
ahead. We must trust in His guidance to walk according to God’s 
will.

John 16:14
"He will glorify me, for he will take of what is mine and declare it 
to you."
The Holy Spirit’s mission is to glorify Jesus by revealing His work 
and nature. Everything the Spirit speaks is what He receives from 
Jesus, and He announces this to us so that we may grow in our 
understanding and worship. The work of the Spirit is always 
centered on Jesus and leading us to a deeper understanding of 
Him.

Reflection: The work of the Holy Spirit is always focused on 
glorifying Jesus. As we seek the Spirit in our lives, it is important to 
remember that He brings us closer to Christ by revealing His glory 
and teachings.
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John 16:15
"All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said to you that he 
will take of what is mine and declare it to you."
Here Jesus reaffirms the unity between Himself and the Father. Everything 
that belongs to the Father also belongs to Jesus, and the Holy Spirit 
receives and transmits this truth. The Spirit does not bring a new 
message, but announces what Jesus and the Father have already 
revealed.

Reflection: The unity between the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit is profound and perfect. When the Spirit teaches us, He is 
revealing to us truth that comes directly from God. Our faith must 
be centered on this truth revealed by the Trinity.

John 16:16
"Yet a little while, and you will not see me; and again a little while, and you will 
see me, because I am going to the Father."
Jesus speaks about His death and resurrection. He says that soon 
the disciples will see Him no more, referring to His crucifixion. 
However, He also says that soon He will be seen again, referring 
to His resurrection. This shows that despite the approaching 
sorrow, the joy of the resurrection would soon come.

Reflection: Jesus’ death brought sadness, but His resurrection 
brought joy and hope. So too, in our lives, even in difficult times, 
we can expect restoration and joy that come from God.

John 16:17
"Some of his disciples said among themselves, What is this that he says to us, 
'Yet a little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you 
will see me,' and because I go to the Father?"
The disciples were confused. They didn’t understand what Jesus 
meant by His departure and the fact that He would return. They 
were focused on what was happening
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at that moment and could not understand what was to come.

Reflection: We are often confused by Jesus’ words and the 
situations we are experiencing. It is important to remember that 
God has a plan, even when we cannot understand everything right 
away. The Holy Spirit helps us understand God’s will more clearly.

John 16:18
"They said therefore, What is this that he saith unto us, Yet a little while? we 
know not what he speaketh."
The disciples still did not understand. They were trying to 
understand Jesus’ statement literally, not realizing that He was 
talking about His death, resurrection, and ascension to the 
Father. Understanding would come later, as the Holy Spirit 
taught them.

Reflection: Sometimes God’s understanding of what He is doing 
in our lives only comes with time. We need to trust that in His 
wisdom He will reveal His plan to us as we are ready to 
understand it.

John 16:19
"When Jesus perceived that they were desirous of asking him, he said to them, "Do 
you inquire among yourselves about what I said, 'A little while longer and you will 
not see me, and again a little while longer and you will see me'?"
Jesus senses the disciples’ confusion and questions them. He 
knows they are trying to understand, but they still cannot grasp 
the full meaning of His words. He challenges them to reflect on 
this more deeply.

Reflection: Jesus does not reject our doubts and questions. He 
invites us to seek the truth and to reflect on what He teaches us. 
The process of understanding may be gradual, but God is always 
willing to help us understand.
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John 16:20
"Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world 
will rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned 
into joy."
Jesus is speaking of the sadness the disciples will feel at His death, 
but He also promises that this sadness will be transformed into joy 
at His resurrection. The world would rejoice at the death of Jesus, 
but the disciples
would experience indescribable joy upon seeing Him 
resurrected.

Reflection: The sadness we experience as Christians is not the 
end. The joy that comes from Christ is lasting and
transformative. Even in the darkest situations, we know that 
Christ's victory will bring eternal joy.

John 16:21
"A woman when she is in labor has sorrow, because her hour has 
come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the 
anguish, for joy that she has given birth to a man."

Jesus compares the disciples’ sadness to the pain of childbirth. Just 
as a woman experiences pain in the process of giving birth, but 
forgets that pain when she sees her newborn child, the disciples 
would also experience sadness, but the joy of the resurrection 
would cause that sadness to be forgotten.

Reflection: The hardships and sufferings we go through are 
temporary, and the future joy in Christ is eternal. We must 
remember that after the pain comes the joy that God promises 
to those who remain firm in faith.

John 16:22
"So you also now have sorrow; but I will see again, and your 
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you."

Jesus begins this part by talking about the impending sadness
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that the disciples would feel at His death. However, He promises 
that this sadness will be turned into joy when He rises from the 
dead. The joy they will have will be a lasting joy that no one can 
take away, for it will be a joy linked to Christ’s victory over death.

Reflection: Sadness may be a natural process in life’s 
difficulties, but the joy that comes from Christ is unbeatable. 
Even in difficult times, we know that the joy of the 
resurrection will bring eternal comfort.

John 16:23
"In that day you will ask me nothing. Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give it to you."

Jesus explains that after His resurrection, the disciples would no 
longer need to question His identity or mission, as they would be 
closer to complete understanding. He also promises them that 
when they pray to the Father in His name, their prayers will be 
answered. Jesus, as the mediator between God and man, assures 
them that prayer in His name is powerful.

Reflection: Prayer is an important key to our communion with 
God. When we pray in the name of Jesus, we trust in His 
authority and the power of the Father to hear and answer us. We 
must seek God’s presence with faith and trust.

John 16:24
"Until now you have asked nothing in my name; ask, and you will 
receive, that your joy may be complete." Jesus encourages the 
disciples to ask the Father in His name, promising that their 
prayers will be answered, and this will result in complete joy. 
Complete joy comes not just from an intellectual understanding, 
but from the experience of receiving God’s blessings in our lives.
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Reflection: We must be bold in prayer, trusting that God, in His 
love and wisdom, desires to give us what is good for us. Our joy 
will be complete when
we recognize that God answers our requests, always 
according to His will.

John 16:25
"These things I have spoken to you in figures; but the time will 
come when I will no longer speak in figures, but will tell you 
plainly the things of the Father."
Here Jesus acknowledges that He has been speaking in parables 
and figures, but promises that the time will come when He will 
speak clearly, revealing the fullness of the Father. This will be 
fulfilled with the coming of the Holy Spirit, who will help the 
disciples better understand divine truth.

Reflection: Sometimes Jesus' words may seem mysterious or 
difficult to understand, but He promised us that with the Holy 
Spirit, we would have clarity. We must always seek the Spirit's 
guidance so that we can
better understand God's will.

John 16:26
"In that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you;"
Jesus reveals that after His resurrection and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, the disciples will be able to pray directly to the Father, in His 
name. They will no longer need intermediaries, because they will have 
direct access to the throne of God, through Christ.

Reflection: Prayer is a direct conversation with God, and Jesus 
gave us direct access to the Father. This is an incredible privilege, 
because we can talk to God at any time, knowing that He hears 
and answers.
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John 16:27
"For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have 
believed that I came forth from God."
Jesus assures the disciples that the Father loves them because they 
love Him and believe in His mission. God’s love is assured by faith 
in Jesus, and this love is one of the greatest gifts we can receive.

Reflection: God's love is unconditional and available to all who 
believe in Jesus. Our response to this love must be faith and love 
for Him, knowing that this relationship guarantees us the presence 
of God in our lives.

John 16:28
"I came from the Father and have come into the world; again I leave the world and go 
to the Father."
Jesus summarizes His mission: He came from the Father to the world, 
and now He was about to return to the Father. This is a summary of 
Christ’s work: His incarnation, ministry, death, and resurrection, 
culminating in His return to the Father.

Reflection: Jesus’ coming into the world and His return to the 
Father show the redemptive mission He fulfilled for us. This gives 
us hope that, just as He went to the Father, we too can be with Him 
in eternity.

John 16:29
"His disciples said, Behold, now thou speakest plainly, and 
speakest no figure."
The disciples finally begin to understand that Jesus is speaking 
clearly. They recognize that He has explained more directly His 
mission and what is about to happen.

Reflection: The disciples’ understanding begins to deepen. As we 
seek God more, we also begin to understand His words more 
clearly and deeply. The Holy Spirit gives us this revelation.
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John 16:30
"Now we know that you know everything, and do not need anyone to ask 
you; by this we believe that you came from God."
The disciples recognize Jesus’ divinity, believing that He has all 
knowledge and that He is indeed sent by God. They are beginning 
to understand His mission more clearly.

Reflection: Recognizing the sovereignty of Jesus is fundamental 
to our faith. He knows all things and has authority over all. Our 
trust in Christ must be based on an understanding of His 
complete sovereignty and wisdom.

John 16:31
"Jesus answered them, Do you now believe?"
Jesus asks His disciples a question, asking if they now truly believe. 
He realizes that despite their declaration of faith, there is still more 
to understand.

Reflection: Faith is an ongoing process of growth and 
understanding. Jesus challenges us to reflect on the depth of 
our faith and to seek greater knowledge and relationship with 
Him.

John 16:32
"Behold, the hour is coming, and now is, when you will be scattered, each 
to his own home, and you will leave me alone; and I am not alone, 
because the Father is with me."
Jesus foresees the dispersion of the disciples when He is arrested 
and crucified. They will abandon Jesus, but He assures us that even 
in this moment of solitude, the Father will be with Him, and He will 
never be truly alone.

Reflection: Even in times of loneliness or when we face 
rejection, we can trust that God will never
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abandons us. God's presence is constant, and He is with us at all 
times, even in difficult times.

John 16:33
"These things I have spoken to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world." Jesus concludes His teachings with a 
word of comfort and hope. He affirms that although we face 
difficulties in the world, we can have peace in Him, for He has 
overcome the world. Jesus’ victory over sin and death gives us 
confidence that in Christ we too can overcome.

Reflection: Difficulties and tribulations are part of life, but in Christ 
we find peace. He has already overcome the world, and His victory 
assures us that, despite our afflictions, we have hope and victory in 
His presence.

Final Reflection on John 16

In this chapter, Jesus presents us with an important and 
challenging reality of the Christian life: the fact that as long as we 
live in this world, we will face afflictions. He does not promise us 
a life without hardship, but He offers us something much more 
valuable: His peace. He assures us that although the world is a 
place of tribulation, He has already overcome the world, and 
through His victory we can find hope and strength to move 
forward.

The promise of peace in Christ is not a peace that depends on 
circumstances, but a peace that comes from our relationship with 
Him. Even when we feel alone, as the disciples would feel after 
Jesus’ departure, we can be assured that He never abandons us. He 
offers us His Holy Spirit, who guides and strengthens us, ensuring 
that our peace will last, regardless of external difficulties.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Trusting in Christ and His redemptive work enables us to face 
afflictions with courage, knowing that our victory is assured in 
Him. As followers of Jesus, we are called to live with hearts full of 
hope, always remembering that, despite our struggles, our faith in 
Christ provides us with a deep peace and joy that nothing and no 
one can take away.

In short, the message of this chapter is clear: afflictions are 
inevitable, but the peace that Jesus offers us is greater than any 
tribulation. In Christ, we find the strength to persevere and the 
hope that, with Him, we are more than conquerors.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 17 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 17 is known as the "Jesus Prayer" and takes place in the 
context of the Last Supper, just before His
crucifixion. In this chapter, Jesus addresses the Father in a 
profound and intimate prayer, expressing His final wishes for the 
disciples and all who would come to believe in Him. The prayer 
addresses themes such as the glory of God, unity among 
believers, and protection from evil. This chapter reveals Jesus' love 
for humanity and His commitment to the mission of bringing 
salvation to all who follow Him. It is a powerful reflection on the 
relationship between Jesus, the Father, and His disciples, and 
shows us the model for intercessory prayer.

John 17:1
"When Jesus had said these things, he looked up to heaven and 
said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son, that your Son 
may also glorify you."

Here Jesus begins His prayer to the Father by raising His eyes to 
heaven, a common gesture of prayer in Jewish culture. He 
recognizes that the moment of His death is near—“the hour has 
come”—and He asks the Father to glorify Him, so that by fulfilling 
the mission given to Him, He may also glorify the Father. This 
moment of glorification is related to His crucifixion, which, 
although it appears to be a defeat, is in fact a victory over sin and 
death.

Reflection:Jesus teaches us here that, at crucial moments in our 
lives, we must seek the glorification of God above all else, 
recognizing that, through our struggles, He will be exalted.
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John 17:2
"As you have given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as you have given him."

Jesus claims that the Father has given Him authority over all 
mankind—"power over all flesh"—so that He can give eternal life 
to all who receive Him. Eternal life is a gift from God that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ, who is the only way to salvation.

Reflection:Eternal life is not something we can achieve on our 
own, but it is a gift given by Jesus, who offers us true life in 
communion with God.

John 17:3
"And this is eternal life, that they might know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent."

Here Jesus defines what eternal life is: knowing the Father and the 
Son. True eternal life is more than an endless existence; it is a 
deep, personal relationship with God that begins here and now 
and extends into eternity.

Reflection:Eternal life is about intimacy with God. It is not just a 
destination after death, but a relationship that begins the moment 
we know and accept Jesus as our Savior.

John 17:4
"I have glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you 
gave me to do."

Jesus acknowledges that He has faithfully fulfilled the mission entrusted 
to Him by the Father. He is referring to His life, ministry, and in particular, 
the sacrifice on the cross, which is the work of redemption that He 
completed.
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Reflection:Jesus lived a life entirely dedicated to the will of God. 
As disciples, we are called to live for the glory of God, recognizing 
that our mission is also to do the will of the Father.

John 17:5
"And now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence with the glory I 
had with You before the world began."

Jesus asks the Father to glorify Him again, giving Him back the 
glory He had before the foundation of the world. This refers to His 
divinity, before His incarnation as a man. Jesus, in His humanity, 
now returns to the position of glory He had in heaven.

Reflection:Jesus, though He humbled Himself and took on human 
form, has always been and always will be God. His prayer here is 
an affirmation of His preexistence and His deity.

John 17:6
"I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: 
thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word."

Jesus reveals the Father to His disciples, sharing divine truth and 
teachings. He acknowledges that the disciples were God’s before 
they followed Jesus, and now, through His intervention, they have 
kept God’s word. This shows Jesus’ work in revealing the Father’s 
will.

Reflection:The call to follow Jesus is a call to know and keep the 
word of God. Jesus manifests the Father to us, and it is through 
Him that we can learn to live in obedience to God’s will.
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John 17:7
"Now they know that all things which thou hast given me are from thee."

Jesus emphasizes that His disciples understood the divine origin 
of everything He did and said. They did not see Jesus as just a 
human teacher, but recognized that He was sent by God and that 
His words and works were divine.

Reflection:True faith in Jesus requires an understanding that 
everything He did and said is a direct reflection of God. Jesus is 
God’s perfect messenger, and through Him we know God’s truth.

John 17:8
"For I have given them the words which you gave me, and they have received 
them; and they have known with certainty that I came out from you, and they 
have believed that you sent me."

Jesus confirms that the disciples received His words and believed 
that He was sent by God. They not only heard, but understood 
and accepted Jesus’ message, believing in His divine mission.

Reflection:True faith is manifested in accepting and obeying 
the word of God. It is not enough to just listen; we must believe 
and live according to what God reveals to us.

John 17:9
"I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine."

Now Jesus begins to intercede for His disciples. He places them 
under the protection and care of the Father, praying for them 
specifically. He is not praying for the world in general, but for those 
whom God has entrusted to Him.
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Reflection:Jesus intercedes for us constantly, and His prayer 
reveals the deep love He has for His followers. He places us in the 
hands of the Father, protecting and caring for us.

John 17:10
"And all mine are thine, and thine are mine: and I am 
glorified in them."

Jesus states that everything He has belongs to the Father, and everything that 
belongs to the Father is also His. This reflects the divine unity between the 
Father and the Son. The glory of God is manifested in the relationship between 
the Father and the Son, and the disciples are part of that glory.

Reflection:The unity between the Father and the Son is the basis 
of our faith. God’s glory is not separate from us, but is reflected in 
our relationship with Him. We are called to share in this glory by 
living in communion with God.

John 17:11
"And now I am with you, and these things I speak in the world, 
that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves."

Jesus speaks to the Father, saying that He is about to leave this 
world and return to the Father. He reveals that He is praying for 
His disciples, that their joy may be complete, as His own. Jesus’ joy 
comes from union with the Father and from mission 
accomplished. He wants His followers to share in this same joy, 
even in difficult times.

Reflection:True joy comes from an intimate relationship with God. 
Even in the midst of adversity, our joy can be complete when we 
live in communion with Him.
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John 17:12
"When I was with them, I kept them in your name; those you gave 
me I have kept, and none of them is lost except the son of 
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled."

Jesus recalls that while He was with the disciples, He protected them 
and kept them faithful to the Father. He mentions that "not one of 
them was lost" except Judas, the "son of perdition," who betrayed 
Jesus, thus fulfilling the Scriptures that foretold this betrayal.

Reflection:Jesus’ protection of His people is an expression of God’s 
love for us. However, we must remain faithful, because, like Judas, 
we can stray from the truth. Obedience to God’s word is the path 
to spiritual security.

John 17:13
"But now I come to you, and these things I say in the world, that 
they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves."

Jesus reiterates that He will return to the Father, and His prayer is 
that His disciples would have the same joy in Him. The true joy that 
Jesus experiences is in doing God's will and fulfilling the mission 
given to Him.

Reflection:Christ’s joy is complete because He lives in complete 
alignment with God’s will. We, as His followers, can also 
experience this joy when we seek to live in accordance with His 
purposes.

John 17:14
"I have given them your word, and the world has hated them, 
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world."

Jesus declares that the disciples received the word of God, 
and because of this, the world hates them. This happens
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because they do not belong to the world, just as Jesus does not. 
Jesus' values   and mission are different from worldly standards, 
and this generates opposition.

Reflection:Following Christ often brings opposition. The world 
may reject us because our values   are different from theirs. But we 
must stand firm, for our identity is in Christ, not the world.

John 17:15
"I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil 
one."

Jesus does not ask the Father to remove His disciples from the world, 
but to protect them from evil. He knows that His followers will have 
to live in the world and face challenges, but what He desires is for 
them to be preserved from evil and negative influence.

Reflection:The Christian life is not a retreat from the world, but a 
protection from evil while living in it. God calls us to be light in the 
world, and He gives us the strength to resist temptations and 
difficulties.

John 17:16
"They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world."

Again, Jesus affirms that His disciples do not belong to the 
world. They are in the world, but their citizenship is heavenly. 
Their identity and values   must reflect the Kingdom of God and 
not the passing things of this world.

Reflection:Our true identity is in Christ. Even though we live in the 
world, our loyalty must be to God and His principles. We must live 
with our minds set on heaven, bearing witness to His truth here on 
earth.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 17:17
"Sanctify them through your truth; your word is truth."

Jesus prays that the disciples would be sanctified in God’s truth. 
Sanctification involves being set apart for God, and this happens 
through the truth of His word. God’s word is the basis for living a 
pure life separated from sin.

Reflection:Sanctification is an ongoing process, and it occurs as we 
submit ourselves to God’s truth. God’s Word is the source of 
transformation and purification for those who desire to live 
according to His will.

John 17:18
"As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world."

Jesus compares the mission He received from God to the mission 
He now entrusts to His disciples. Just as He was sent to fulfill God’s 
work in the world, so now He sends them to continue that mission.

Reflection:Jesus’ mission is also our mission. He sends us to be His 
witnesses in the world, to bring His truth and love to everyone, 
fulfilling the purpose He has established for each of us.

John 17:19
"And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth."

Jesus states that He sanctifies Himself (separates Himself to 
God) in His mission so that the disciples may also be sanctified 
through the truth. His death and resurrection
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enable those who believe in Him to be purified and separated 
unto God.

Reflection:Jesus’ sanctification is not only an example for us, but 
also the means by which we can be purified. He made the 
sacrifice so that we can be made holy and enabled to live for God.

John 17:20
"But I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word."

Jesus broadens His prayer to include all who will come to believe in 
Him through the preaching of the disciples. He prays for all 
believers of all generations, including us who have heard the 
message of salvation.

Reflection:Jesus thought of us during His prayer. He prayed for 
all who would believe in Him through the preaching of the word. 
This reminds us of the importance of sharing the gospel with 
others, for this is how the message of Christ spreads.

John 17:21
"That they all may be one; as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 
that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that 
you sent me."

Jesus prays for unity among His followers, just as He and the 
Father are one. He desires that all Christians be united, reflecting 
divine unity, so that the world will believe in the mission of Jesus 
and the power of the gospel.

Reflection:Unity among Christians is fundamental to the 
credibility of the gospel. When we live in unity, we reflect God’s 
love and character, and this is a powerful witness to the world.
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John 17:22
"The glory that you gave me I have given them, that they may be 
one, as we are one."

Jesus states that He has given His disciples the same glory that the 
Father has given Him. The “glory” here refers to the divine 
authority and presence that Jesus received from God to fulfill His 
mission. He desires that His followers share in this glory so that 
they may be united with Him and the Father, reflecting the divine 
unity.

Reflection:God’s glory is not something we receive selfishly, but 
something that enables us to live in unity with others, just as God is 
in perfect unity. Unity among Christians is an expression of this 
divine glory that Jesus gives us.

John 17:23
"I in them and you in me, that they may be made perfect in one, 
and that the world may know that you sent me and have loved 
them, just as you have loved me."

Jesus prays that the union between Himself and His disciples will 
be so deep that the world will see in it proof of Jesus’ divine 
mission. He asks that this union be perfect so that everyone can 
see that Jesus was sent by God and that God loves His disciples as 
much as He loves Jesus.

Reflection:Christian unity is the greatest witness to the world that 
God sent Jesus and that He loves us. Our fellowship and love for 
one another reflects divine love, drawing others to Christ.

John 17:24
"Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where 
I am, so that they may see my glory and my
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glory which you have given me, because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world."

Jesus expresses His desire for His followers to be with Him, so that 
they may see and share in the glory He has with the Father. He 
reveals that the Father’s love for Him existed before the creation of 
the world, highlighting the eternity of His relationship with the 
Father.

Reflection:Jesus’ eternal relationship with the Father shows us 
that our salvation is not something accidental or temporary. God 
has loved us since before the foundation of the world and desires 
that we be with Him in eternity, sharing His glory.

John 17:25
"Righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have known you, and 
these have known that you sent me."

Jesus states that the world, for the most part, does not recognize 
God as He knows Him. However, the disciples recognized that 
Jesus is the one sent by the Father, fulfilling the mission of 
revealing God to the world.

Reflection:Knowledge of God is not something automatic or easy 
to achieve; it comes through a personal relationship with Jesus. 
We are called to seek this deep knowledge and to share God’s 
revelation with others.

John 17:26
"I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it 
known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, and I in 
them."

Jesus says that He revealed the Father's name to the disciples and will 
continue to do so, so that the Father's love, with which He
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is loved, may He also be in them. Jesus also desires that He Himself 
dwell in the hearts of the disciples.

Reflection:Knowing God’s name is more than just knowing who 
He is; it is experiencing His character and His love. Jesus wants 
God’s love to dwell within us so that we can live in true 
communion with Him and with others.

Final Reflection on John 17

In this chapter, Jesus gives us a profound insight into His heart and 
mission as He prays for His disciples and all those who would 
believe in Him in the future. He reveals to us God’s desire for us to 
live in perfect unity with Him and with others, reflecting God’s 
glory in the world. Jesus’ prayer is a model of love, humility, and 
intercession, as He seeks the good of His followers so that we may 
experience the Father’s love and presence.

The chapter also teaches us that Christian unity is not just a 
matter of superficial harmony, but of a deep, spiritual union with 
God and among our brothers and sisters, based on the 
unconditional love that comes from God. Through this union, our 
lives and actions can become a living testimony that Jesus was 
sent by God and that God’s love is real and transforming.

As we reflect on Jesus’ prayer, we are challenged to live in 
communion with God and with others, allowing His love and glory 
to be manifested in our lives. He calls us to be a reflection of His 
presence and to act as instruments of His peace, love, and 
salvation in the world. May our lives be an expression of the glory 
and love we have received from God, and may we seek to honor 
God and be witnesses to His greatness in everything we do.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 18 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John chapter 18 chronicles the dramatic events that precede Jesus’ 
crucifixion, beginning with His arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. He is betrayed by Judas, brought before the Jewish 
authorities, and interrogated by Pilate, the Roman governor. In this 
chapter, we see Jesus’ courage in facing imminent suffering, Peter’s 
weakness in denying his Master, and Pilate’s dilemma in dealing 
with the truth of Christ. These events are central to understanding 
Jesus’ redemptive mission and the beginning of His ultimate 
sacrifice for humanity.

John 18:1
"After Jesus had said these things, he went out with his disciples 
across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, into which he 
and his disciples entered."

Explanation:
After the long discourse with the disciples, Jesus leads them across 
the Kidron Brook to a garden known to Him and His disciples. This 
place, called Gethsemane, was a quiet place where Jesus often 
retired to pray. The Kidron Brook was a stream that ran near the 
temple in Jerusalem.

Reflection:
Jesus knew his time was coming, and yet he chose a place of 
peace and prayer. He teaches us to seek moments of intimacy 
with God, especially in the most difficult moments of life. Just as 
Jesus did, we should also find refuge and guidance in God, 
wherever we are.
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John 18:2
"Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because 
Jesus often met there with his disciples."

Explanation:
Judas knew exactly where Jesus would be. This place, the Garden 
of Gethsemane, was known to Him and His disciples, as it was a 
place where Jesus often prayed. Judas, therefore, chose a time and 
place where Jesus was most vulnerable, in order to betray Him.

Reflection:
Judas’ betrayal was deliberately planned. He knew what he was 
doing, but his actions teach us a sad lesson about sin and lack of 
repentance. However, it is important to remember that even in the 
darkest situations, God has a sovereign plan. Even Judas’ betrayal 
was part of God’s plan for the redemption of humanity.

John 18:3
"Then Judas, having received a guard and officers from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns, 
torches, and weapons."

Explanation:
Judas now leads an armed group sent by the chief priests and 
Pharisees to capture Jesus. They come with lanterns and torches, 
probably because it is nighttime and, although they are going 
after the "Light of the World," they need physical lanterns. In 
addition, they are armed, possibly fearing some kind of resistance.

Reflection:
It is interesting that despite all the military apparatus, they were 
going after the true light of God, which is Jesus. Many times, 
people seek truth and justice in the wrong ways, and this only 
leads to more darkness. Jesus, in the
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However, it is the true light, which illuminates all darkness, no 
matter how dense it appears to be.

John 18:4
"Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, 
went out to them and asked, 'Whom do you seek?'"

Explanation:
Jesus knew exactly what was about to happen, but instead of 
hiding or running away, He went out to meet them. He was not 
afraid, but willingly made Himself available. His question, “Whom 
do you seek?”, showed His active and confident attitude, even in 
the face of imminent suffering.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us to face our challenges with courage and 
confidence, knowing that nothing happens without God's 
permission. By surrendering ourselves to God's will, even in the 
most difficult moments, we demonstrate unshakable faith, just as 
Jesus did.

John 18:5
"They answered him, 'Jesus of Nazareth.' Jesus said to them, 'I am 
he.' And Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them."

Explanation:
When they ask about Jesus, He answers clearly and authoritatively, 
“I am he.” This answer, “I am,” harks back to God’s divine 
revelation in the Old Testament. This statement reveals that Jesus 
is indeed God. It also highlights the fact that Judas, the betrayer, 
was among them.

Reflection:
Jesus' "I am" is not just a simple identification, but a declaration of 
His deity. He reveals Himself as the Messiah, the Son of God. This 
reminds us that Jesus is always who He says He is, regardless of 
the circumstances. Judas, by approaching Jesus, shows us how 
wrong choices can lead to
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can lead us down paths of darkness, while Jesus stands firm in 
the light.

John 18:6
"When I said, 'It is I,' they drew back and fell to the ground."

Explanation:
When Jesus identifies Himself, His presence and authority are so 
powerful that the soldiers recoil and fall to the ground. This shows 
that even though He was about to be arrested, His divine authority 
was undeniable. This moment reveals the power of Christ even in 
His apparent weakness.

Reflection:
This reaction of the soldiers is proof that Jesus’ power 
transcends all circumstances. Even when we face challenges, 
we must remember that Jesus is always in control and that His 
power is greater than any difficulty or adversity.

John 18:7
"Again he asked them, 'Whom do you seek?' And they 
said, 'Jesus of Nazareth.'"

Explanation:
Jesus, demonstrating total control over the situation, asks again: 
"Whom do you seek?" He does not run away, does not hide, but 
surrenders Himself willingly. He is fully aware of His mission and of 
what is about to happen.

Reflection:
This repetition reminds us that in times of difficulty, we must be 
clear and decisive. Jesus was not afraid to state who He was, and 
we too must remain firm in our faith, without wavering in the 
face of adversity.
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John 18:8
"Jesus answered, 'I told you that I am he. If then you are looking 
for me, let these men go their way.'"

Explanation:
Jesus reaffirms His identity and asks that if He is the one they are 
looking for, they let the disciples go. He places Himself as the 
protector of His followers, reaffirming that His arrest will not 
affect the disciples’ mission.

Reflection:
Here we see Jesus’ care for His disciples, bringing them to safety 
before He is arrested. This reminds us that even though we face 
challenges, Jesus will always care for us, guiding us with love and 
protection, even in times of trial.

John 18:9
"That the word might be fulfilled which he spake, saying, 'Of them 
which thou gavest me, not one is lost.'"

Explanation:
This verse references what Jesus had said earlier, assuring that 
none of His disciples would be lost. He knew that God's will would 
be done and that His mission to protect and guard His own would 
be accomplished.

Reflection:
This promise brings us comfort. Jesus cares for us, and no 
matter how hard we face, He keeps us strong. His faithfulness 
is eternal, and just as He protected the disciples, He will protect 
us too.

John 18:10
"Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. And the 
servant's name was Malchus."

Explanation:
Peter, in a moment of zeal and impulsiveness, draws his sword 
and cuts off the ear of the high priest's servant. The servant's 
name is Malchus, and this act of defense shows that Peter did 
not yet fully understand the nature of Jesus' kingdom, which 
would not be established by violence.

Reflection:
Peter, with good intentions, tried to protect Jesus, but this shows 
how often our impulsive reactions may not reflect God’s plan. 
Jesus, as always, teaches us to trust in His divine way of acting, and 
not in our immediate solutions.

John 18:11
"Then Jesus said to Peter, 'Put your sword back into its sheath; shall I not 
drink the cup the Father has given Me?'"

Explanation:
Jesus, seeing Peter reacting violently by cutting off the ear of the 
high priest’s servant, gently rebukes him. He asks Peter if he 
thinks he should avoid the suffering that was already destined for 
Him by the Father. The cup, here, is a metaphor for the suffering 
and death that Jesus would face. With this speech, Jesus reaffirms 
that His suffering was part of God’s plan.

Reflection:
Here we see Jesus’ willingness to do the Father’s will without 
hesitation, even knowing the suffering that awaited Him. The 
lesson for us is that sometimes God allows us to go through 
hardships, but we must trust in His plan, just as Jesus did, and not 
run away from the purpose He has for us.
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John 18:12
"Then the band of soldiers, the commander, and the officers of the 
Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him."

Explanation:
After Jesus rebukes Peter, the troops who have gone to the 
garden arrest Jesus. They tie Him up as if He were a criminal, even 
though He had done nothing wrong. This is a fulfillment of the 
prophecies about how Jesus would be treated: with humiliation 
and contempt.

Reflection:
Jesus’ arrest, although unjust, shows us that He was willing to 
face everything for the love of us. Even though He was treated 
like a criminal, He remained quiet, fulfilling His mission of 
salvation.

John 18:13
"And they first led him to Annas, for he was father-in-law to 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year."

Explanation:
Annas, the former high priest, was an influential figure, and although 
he was no longer the official religious leader, he still had power behind 
the scenes. They take him to him before taking him to Caiaphas, the 
current high priest, who was more directly responsible for the final 
decision.

Reflection:
The fact that Jesus was first brought to Annas reveals how those 
in power wanted to manipulate circumstances to ensure that 
Jesus was condemned. This reflects the corruption that is often 
present in human structures, and reminds us that in times of 
injustice, we must trust in God, who never makes mistakes.
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John 18:14
"It was Caiaphas who had given the Jews the advice that it was 
better that one man should die for the people."

Explanation:
Caiaphas, the high priest, had advised that it was more 
advantageous for the people for one man to die rather than for 
the entire nation to be destroyed. This advice was given in a 
political and pragmatic way, without realizing that he was actually 
prophesying God’s plan for the salvation of the world through the 
death of Jesus.

Reflection:
Caiaphas’ advice, which seemed like a political strategy, fits into 
God’s plan. God used even the most evil human actions to 
accomplish His will. This teaches us that even when evil seems to 
prevail, God can bring good purposes out of every situation.

John 18:15
"Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. This disciple 
was known to the high priest, and he went with Jesus into the 
high priest's courtyard."

Explanation:
Peter and another disciple, probably John, followed Jesus during 
His arrest. John had some kind of relationship with the high priest, 
which allowed him to enter the courtyard of the high priest's 
palace, while Peter remained outside.

Reflection:
This verse shows us that not all of the disciples were so distant 
from Jesus during this difficult time. John, with his closeness to the 
high priest, may have been a key figure in showing us the 
faithfulness of some disciples, even in the face of adversity.
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John 18:16
"But Peter stood outside at the gate. Then the other disciple, the 
one known to the high priest, came out and spoke to the gate of 
the courtyard and brought in Peter."

Explanation:
John, the disciple known to the high priest, goes to the door and, 
with his influence, manages to get Peter to come in. Peter's entry 
into the courtyard marks the beginning of what would be his 
denial of Jesus.

Reflection:
John’s support for Peter teaches us about the importance of 
helping each other through difficult times. When we are in 
difficult times, we should seek the support and solidarity of our 
brothers, just as John did for Peter.

John 18:17
"The maid who was at the door asked Peter, 'Aren't you also one 
of this man's disciples?' He said, 'I am not.'"

Explanation:
The maid at the door, seeing Peter approaching, questions him 
about being a disciple of Jesus. Peter, fearing the consequences, 
denies Jesus. This is the beginning of the three denials he would 
make that night.

Reflection:
Fear and social pressure can lead us to deny what we believe. 
Peter, a man who prided himself on his loyalty to Jesus, now finds 
himself vulnerable and gives in to fear. This warns us about 
human frailty and the need to seek strength from God to resist 
temptations and challenges.

John 18:18
"The servants and officers were standing and warming themselves, 
because it was cold; and Peter was with them, standing and warming 
himself."
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Explanation:
Peter, now mingling with the servants and guards, tries to keep 
warm by trying to keep a low profile. He is physically close to 
Jesus, but emotionally distant, as he is hiding and trying to deny 
his identity as a follower of Jesus.

Reflection:
The contrast between Peter’s physical coldness and his spiritual 
coldness is striking. Often, we try to hide or turn away from Jesus 
out of fear or shame. But He calls us to stand firm and not deny 
our faith, even when we feel pressured or vulnerable.

John 18:19
"Then the high priest asked Jesus about His disciples and His 
teaching."

Explanation:
The high priest tries to get information from Jesus about His 
followers and His teachings. The intention here is to weaken 
Jesus by trying to find something that can be used against Him.

Reflection:
Jesus once again teaches us to respond wisely and firmly when we 
are questioned about our faith. The high priest wanted to use the 
information against Jesus, but Jesus’ answer would show that He 
was not hiding anything.

John 18:20
"Jesus answered him, 'I have spoken openly to the world; I have 
always taught in the synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews 
come together; but in secret I have said nothing.'"

Explanation:
Jesus responds that he always spoke openly, in public, and
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He never hid anything. He was not a secret agitator or a leader 
who preached in secret, but rather someone whose message was 
clear and accessible to everyone.

Reflection:
Jesus’ transparency is an example of how we should live our 
Christian lives. We should not hide our faith, but live 
authentically and openly, so that our light shines for others.

John 18:21
"Why do you ask Me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; 
they know what I said."

Explanation:
Jesus directly points to those who have heard His teachings. 
He has nothing to hide and does not respond to accusations 
evasively. His response shows His confidence and integrity.

Reflection:
Jesus’ attitude toward accusation is an example of how we should 
behave when we are falsely accused or questioned. We must 
maintain our integrity and trust that the truth will be revealed in 
due time.

John 18:22
"When he had said this, one of the officers standing there struck 
Jesus in the face, saying, 'Do you answer the high priest like 
that?'"

Explanation:
When Jesus says that His words are public and accessible, one of 
the guards, irritated by His response, slaps Him. This gesture of 
aggression reveals contempt and lack of respect for Jesus' words 
and the dignity He has.
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demonstrated, even in a moment of great humiliation.

Reflection:
The guards' reaction shows how hatred and anger can blind 
people to the truth. Jesus, however, remained calm and dignified, 
teaching us that even when we are mistreated, we should always 
respond with patience and wisdom, without reacting with 
violence.

John 18:23
"Jesus answered, 'If I have spoken wrongly, show me what; but if I have 
spoken rightly, why do you strike me?'"

Explanation:
After being attacked, Jesus does not react with anger, but asks a 
profound and fair question: if He said something wrong, let them 
prove it, but if He was telling the truth, why did they mistreat Him? 
Jesus maintains His posture of righteousness and demands 
accountability from those who were unjustly accusing Him.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us the importance of remaining calm in the face of 
injustice. He knew that he did not deserve the suffering, but 
instead of seeking revenge, he sets himself as an example of 
justice, asking that the truth be revealed.

John 18:24
"Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high 
priest."

Explanation:
After this brief exchange of words, Annas, who still had 
influence, sent Jesus to Caiaphas, the official high priest, for trial. 
The decision to send Jesus to Caiaphas demonstrates how the 
trial was being carried out.
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manipulated by religious leaders who wanted to 
condemn Him at any cost.

Reflection:
The manipulation of Jesus’ trial by corrupt religious leaders 
teaches us that human institutions often fail, but we cannot lose 
faith. God is still in control, even when it seems that justice is not 
being served.

John 18:25
"Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said to 
him, 'Aren't you also one of his disciples?' He denied it and said, 'I 
am not.'"

Explanation:
Peter, still in the courtyard, is again approached by others who 
suspect his identity. Fearing the consequences, he again denies 
knowing Jesus. This is the beginning of the three denials that 
Peter would make that night, showing human fear and weakness.

Reflection:
Peter, one of Jesus’ closest disciples, gives in to fear and denies his 
identity. This reminds us of human frailty and the need to trust 
God to face our own weaknesses. Our fears may lead us to deny 
what is right, but God is always ready to forgive us when we 
repent.

John 18:26
"One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off, said to him, 'Did I not see you in the garden with him?'"

Explanation:
Here, a servant who was present at the time Peter cut off 
Malchus' ear recognizes Peter and
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asks about being with Jesus in the garden. This moment 
reveals how people began to identify Peter as a follower of 
Jesus.

Reflection:
Peter’s recognition of the servant is a reminder that as disciples of 
Jesus, our identity in Christ cannot be hidden for long. Even if we 
try to hide it, our faith eventually becomes evident to those who 
observe us.

John 18:27
"Then Peter denied it again; and immediately the cock 
crowed."

Explanation:
Peter, fearing that he would be identified as a disciple of Jesus, 
denies once again. At the exact moment he does so, the rooster 
crows, fulfilling Jesus' prophecy about Peter's denial before the 
rooster crows.

Reflection:
The rooster’s crow marks the fulfillment of Jesus’ words, showing 
that even in times of human failure, God is in control. Peter, who 
had claimed to be faithful unto death, now faces the pain of 
denying his Lord. This teaches us about the importance of 
standing firm in our faith, especially when we are tempted to deny 
what we believe.

John 18:28
"Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium. It was early in 
the morning. And they themselves did not enter the Praetorium, so as 
not to defile themselves, but that they might eat the Passover."

Explanation:
The religious leaders, who had condemned Jesus, take him to the 
praetorium, Pilate's palace, so that the trial can take place.
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was made official. However, in order not to be contaminated and 
to be able to participate in the celebration of Easter, they did not 
enter the praetorium, an irony, since they were trying to 
condemn an   innocent man, but were still concerned with 
ceremonial issues.

Reflection:
This verse reveals the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. They were 
willing to unjustly condemn a man, yet they were still concerned 
about ritually defiling themselves. This teaches us to avoid 
hypocrisy in our spiritual lives and to truly live up to our 
profession.

John 18:29
"Then Pilate went out to them and said, 'What accusation do you 
bring against this man?'"

Explanation:
Pilate, when confronted with Jesus, asks the question to find out 
what the charge against Him is. This is a formality in the Roman 
judicial process, where a formal charge must be presented before 
any trial.

Reflection:
Pilate asks the basic question that should be asked in any fair 
trial. But this question also challenges us to reflect on the 
accusations we make against others. We must always be careful 
not to judge too hastily.

John 18:30
"They answered him, 'If he were not an evildoer, we would not have handed 
him over to you.'"

Explanation:
Religious leaders, when questioned, do not present a concrete 
accusation. Instead, they try to justify their
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action with a vague argument, claiming that if Jesus were not 
guilty, they would not have handed him over to Pilate.

Reflection:
The lack of a concrete accusation against Jesus is evidence of his 
innocence. This teaches us that people often try to justify wrong 
actions without presenting evidence. We must be careful not to 
make decisions based on unfounded assumptions or accusations.

John 18:31
"Pilate said, 'Take him yourselves and judge him according to your 
law.' The Jews said to him, 'It is not lawful for us to put anyone to 
death.'"

Explanation:
Pilate, realizing that they wanted Jesus dead, suggests that they 
judge Jesus according to their own laws. But the Jewish leaders 
reveal that they had no authority to impose the death penalty, 
showing that they were trying to manipulate the situation to get 
Pilate to condemn him.

Reflection:
This verse reveals the manipulation of religious leaders to achieve 
their own ends. They were not seeking justice, but rather the death 
of Jesus. This warns us about the importance of acting with 
integrity and avoiding using others to achieve our own ends.

John 18:32
"This happened that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which 
he spoke, signifying by what death he would die."

Explanation:
John reminds us that this whole process of manipulation was 
happening to fulfill the words of Jesus, who had said that His death 
would be by crucifixion. The decision to
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Pilate's decision not to judge Jesus according to Jewish law, but to 
hand Him over to the Romans, was within the divine plan.

Reflection:
Even when injustice seemed to prevail, everything was happening 
according to God’s plan. This teaches us that even when we face 
difficulties and suffering, we can trust that God has a greater 
purpose, and He is in control of every situation.

John 18:33
"Then Pilate went back into the Praetorium and called Jesus and 
asked him, 'Are you the King of the Jews?'"

Explanation:
Pilate, now in private with Jesus, asks the direct question about the 
charge being made against Him: whether Jesus claimed to be the 
"King of the Jews." This question was important because, if true, it 
could be interpreted as a threat to Rome's rule, which would 
justify a conviction for treason.

Reflection:
Pilate seeks a reason to judge Jesus and sees a possible political 
threat in His identity. This shows us how people can 
misunderstand Jesus’ true purpose. He was not a king in the 
political sense, but a spiritual king, and His kingdom was not of 
this world.

John 18:34
"Jesus answered, 'Is this your question, or did others tell you 
about me?'"

Explanation:
Jesus responds with a question, wanting to know if Pilate was really 
interested in meeting Him or if he was just repeating what others 
had said. Jesus diverts the political issue to something deeper, 
revealing that
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The answer He would give depended on the intention behind the 
question.

Reflection:
This response from Jesus teaches us that we should not blindly 
follow the opinions of others, but seek the truth for ourselves. 
Jesus challenges Pilate—and us—to reflect on our motivations and 
seek to understand who He really is.

John 18:35
"Pilate answered, 'Am I a Jew? Your own people and the chief 
priests handed you over to me. What have you done?'"

Explanation:
Pilate responds with some disdain, reminding him that he was not a 
Jew and that Jesus had been handed over to him by the Jewish leaders 
themselves. He insists on knowing what Jesus did wrong, because up 
until that moment he had seen no clear reason to condemn Him.

Reflection:
Here, Pilate tries to distance himself from the situation, as if the 
problem is not his. We often do the same in our lives, trying to 
avoid difficult decisions or spiritual issues, when in fact we are

confronted by the truth of Jesus.

John 18:36
"Jesus said, 'My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants 
would fight to keep the Jews from arresting me. But now my 
kingdom is not from here.'"

Explanation:
Jesus makes it clear to Pilate that His Kingdom is not of this world. If 
He were an earthly king, His followers would have fought to
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to free Him, but His Kingdom was spiritual. He came to redeem 
souls and not to conquer lands or nations.

Reflection:
This statement by Jesus reminds us that the Kingdom of God is 
different from earthly kingdoms. It is not based on power or 
violence, but on love, sacrifice, and truth. As followers of Christ, 
we are called to live with this eternal perspective, 
understanding that our true citizenship is in heaven.

John 18:37
"'So you are a king?' Pilate asked. Jesus answered, 'You say that I am 
a king. Indeed, for this reason I was born and for this I have come 
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 
listens to my voice.'"

Explanation:
Pilate tries to better understand Jesus’ statement. Jesus 
confirms that He is a king, but explains that His mission is to 
bring truth. Those who seek truth recognize and follow His 
words. He is not interested in political power, but in revealing 
the true nature of God and salvation.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us that He came to reveal the truth, and it is this 
truth that sets us free. We must be willing to hear His voice and 
follow the truth He offers us, even when the world around us offers 
us lies.

John 18:38
"'What is truth?' Pilate asked. Then he went out again to the Jews 
and said, 'I find no basis for accusation in him.'"

Explanation:
Pilate asks the famous question, "What is truth?", but
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does not wait for an answer. He goes out and declares that he 
finds no basis for accusing Jesus of a crime. Pilate acknowledges 
Jesus' innocence, but is still caught between pressure from the 
Jewish leaders and his own indecision.

Reflection:
Pilate’s question reflects the dilemma of many today. “What is 
truth?” is a profound question, but few are willing to seek the true 
answer. Jesus is the truth, and when we draw near to Him, we find 
the true answer for our lives.

John 18:39
"But it is your custom that I release to you one prisoner at the 
Passover. Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?"

Explanation:
Pilate tries to get out of this by offering to release Jesus as part of 
a Passover tradition where a prisoner would be set free. He calls 
Jesus "King of the Jews" sarcastically, but also with the hope that 
the people would choose to release Him rather than condemn 
Him.

Reflection:
Pilate tries to escape his responsibility by offering the people a 
choice. Too often, we try to delegate difficult decisions to avoid 
taking a firm stand. But when it comes to Jesus, we cannot be 
neutral; we must make a clear decision to follow Him or reject Him.

John 18:40
"They shouted back, 'No, not this man! We want Barabbas!' 
And Barabbas was a bandit."

Explanation:
The people, incited by the religious leaders, choose to release 
Barabbas, a known criminal, instead of Jesus. This
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choice represents the rejection of Jesus and the preference for 
someone who was guilty of serious crimes.

Reflection:
The choice to release Barabbas instead of Jesus symbolizes the 
human condition of preferring sin and injustice over truth and 
purity. Even today, we are
constantly faced with the choice between following Jesus or 
following the ways of the world. May we choose Christ, the 
only innocent one, who offers us true freedom.

Final Reflection on John 18

The final reflection on John 18 leads us to consider deeply the 
contrast between divine justice and human injustice. In this 
chapter, Jesus, the innocent one, is arrested, tried, and betrayed by 
both His own people and the Roman authorities. We see Governor 
Pilate, in a position of power, struggling to deal with the truth that 
Jesus represents, but ultimately giving in to pressure and handing 
Him over to the will of the crowd. The people choose to release 
Barabbas, a criminal, rather than Jesus, the Savior.

This rejection of Jesus is symbolic of the choices we make in our 
lives. Often, the truth of Christ is clear before us, but like Pilate and 
the crowd, we may be tempted to reject it in favor of easy solutions 
or external pressures. Yet, even in the face of betrayal, injustice, 
and imminent pain, Jesus remains steadfast in His mission, 
demonstrating that true power lies not in the hands of men, but in 
God’s redemptive plan.

This chapter challenges us to reflect on how we respond to the 
truth of Christ. He is the King who seeks not earthly power but a 
spiritual Kingdom that transforms hearts and offers salvation. The 
story of Jesus’ arrest and trial reminds us that although the world 
may reject Him, He remains the only way to truth and life. That
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may we recognize His authority and stand firm in our faith, 
especially when the pressures of the world encourage us to 
choose differently.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 19 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

This passage from John recounts the final events of Jesus’ 
crucifixion, focusing on His burial. After His death, Jesus’ body is 
treated with respect and care by two disciples, Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus, who, though discreet in their faith, 
demonstrate courage in asking for Jesus’ body so they can bury it. 
The chapter also reveals the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecies, such as that none of Jesus’ bones would be broken. 
Jesus’ death and burial in a new tomb mark the end of His earthly 
mission, but also anticipate His resurrection, which will bring 
victory over sin and death.

John 19:1

Verse:
“Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.”

Explanation:
Pilate, the Roman governor, orders Jesus to be flogged. Roman 
flogging was extremely brutal, used to humiliate and weaken a 
person before possible crucifixion. Even though Pilate knew Jesus 
was innocent, he chose to flog him in an attempt to appease the 
crowd that wanted him dead.

Reflection:
Jesus, the Son of God, endured great pain and humiliation in 
silence. This reminds us of His incredible willingness to suffer for 
us, even though He was innocent. He chose to bear our pain.
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John 19:2

Verse:
“And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns, and put it 
on his head, and clothed him with a purple robe.”

Explanation:
The Roman soldiers, mocking Jesus, made a crown of thorns and 
placed it on His head. They dressed Him in a purple robe, a color 
associated with royalty, to ridicule Him as a “king.” This was part 
of a cruel form of mockery, showing contempt for His claim to be 
the Messiah.

Reflection:
The soldiers mocked Jesus as a king, not understanding that He 
was the true King of all. The world often fails to recognize the true 
kingship of Christ, but even in the midst of the mockery, Jesus 
fulfilled His role as the suffering King.

John 19:3

Verse:
“And they said, Hail, King of the Jews! And they struck him with their hands.”

Explanation:
The soldiers continued to mock Jesus, mockingly hailing Him as 
“King of the Jews” while slapping Him in the face. This inhumane 
and insulting treatment was an attempt to further embarrass 
Him.

Reflection:
Jesus endured insults and aggression without retaliating. This 
teaches us about the patience and unconditional love He has for 
us, even in moments of extreme humiliation.
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John 19:4

Verse:
“Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘See, I am bringing him out to 
you so that you may know that I find no fault in him.’”

Explanation:
Pilate presented Jesus to the crowd after the scourging and 
mocking, again stating that he found no crime in Him. Pilate was 
trying to release Jesus, hoping that the severe punishment would 
be enough to satisfy the Jewish leaders.

Reflection:
Pilate knew Jesus was innocent, but he still gave in to pressure. This 
makes us reflect on the times when we know the truth, but we give 
in to what others expect of us, instead of doing what is right.

John 19:5

Verse:
“Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 
robe. And Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’”

Explanation:
Jesus was presented to the crowd still wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe, and Pilate said, "Behold the 
man." This phrase expresses the intention of showing Jesus 
as harmless and non-threatening, hoping that the crowd 
would take pity on Him.

Reflection:
Jesus, humiliated and wounded, was presented to the people. 
He could have avoided all of this, but he chose to stand firm, 
fulfilling God's will. He is the example of someone who 
suffered unjustly, but with dignity and purpose.
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John 19:6

Verse:
“When the chief priests and officers saw him, they cried out, 
saying, ‘Crucify him, crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him 
yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.’”

Explanation:
When the religious leaders and the crowd saw Jesus, they had no 
compassion. Instead, they shouted for Him to be crucified. Pilate, 
frustrated, said that they could crucify Him themselves, for he saw 
no reason to condemn Him.

Reflection:
The crowd’s clamor to crucify Jesus reflects the hardened hearts of 
those who reject the truth. Justice was ignored, but God’s plan was 
ongoing, even in the midst of injustice.

John 19:7

Verse:
“The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought 
to die, because he made himself the Son of God.”

Explanation:
The Jewish leaders now reveal the real reason they wanted to kill 
Jesus: He had claimed to be the Son of God, something that, in 
their law, was considered blasphemy and punishable by death.

Reflection:
The accusation that Jesus was the Son of God was considered 
blasphemy, but in fact He was telling the truth. People often reject 
the truth of Christ because it challenges their belief systems.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 19:8

Verse:
“When Pilate heard this word, he was even more afraid.”

Explanation:
When Pilate heard that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, he 
became even more frightened. Perhaps he was beginning to realize 
that there was something much deeper and more spiritual about 
Jesus than he had imagined.

Reflection:
Pilate was afraid, for he realized he was dealing with someone 
extraordinary. This reminds us that, faced with the truth of 
Jesus, everyone must choose: reject Him or acknowledge His 
divinity.

John 19:9

Verse:
“And he entered again into the judgment hall, and said to Jesus, Where are 
you from? But Jesus gave him no answer.”

Explanation:
Pilate went back inside and asked Jesus a crucial question: “Where 
are you from?” wanting to know more about Jesus’ origins. 
However, Jesus remained silent, fulfilling the Scriptures that 
indicated He would not open His mouth to defend Himself (Isaiah 
53:7).

Reflection:
Jesus’ silence before Pilate shows His submission to God’s plan. He 
did not need to justify Himself, for He was following the path that 
would lead to the salvation of humanity. There are times when 
silence in the face of injustice can be a demonstration of strength 
and faith.
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John 19:10

Verse:
“Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not speak to me? Do you not know 
that I have power to crucify you, and I have power to release you?’”

Explanation:
Pilate, frustrated by Jesus’ silence, reminded Him of his 
authority, asserting that he had the power to release Him or 
crucify Him. Pilate was trying to assert his control, perhaps to 
pressure Jesus to speak.

Reflection:
Pilate thought he had power over Jesus, but in reality, all the power 
he had had been given to him by God. This reminds us that even in 
difficult situations, God is in control and His plan is greater than 
any human authority.

John 19:11

Verse:
“Jesus answered, You would have no power against me, unless it 
were given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me to you 
has the greater sin.”

Explanation:
Jesus responds to Pilate, explaining that the power he has is not his 
own, but was permitted by God. In other words, Pilate only had the 
authority to judge Jesus because God permitted it. Jesus also 
mentions that those who handed Him over (Caiado and the 
religious leaders) commit a greater sin, because they are acting in 
full awareness of their evil intentions.

Reflection:
This teaches us that, even in difficult situations, nothing escapes 
God's control. Any human authority is subordinate to the divine 
purpose. Jesus reminds us that
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true power is in the hands of God, and this comforts us in the 
midst of injustice.

John 19:12

Verse:
“From that time on Pilate sought to release him; but the Jews cried out, 
saying, If you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend; whoever 
makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”

Explanation:
Pilate, realizing Jesus' innocence, tried to release him. However, 
the Jewish leaders played a powerful card: they insinuated that 
Pilate would be betraying the Roman Emperor, Caesar, if he 
released someone who claimed to be a king, since this would be 
seen as rebellion against Rome.

Reflection:
Religious leaders used political pressure to get what they wanted. 
People often manipulate situations to their own ends. Jesus, 
however, remained true to the truth, teaching us that we should do 
the same, even when we are pressured.

John 19:13

Verse:
“When Pilate therefore heard this saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat 
down on the judgment seat in a place called The Pavement, but in 
Hebrew, Gabbatha.”

Explanation:
Faced with the threat of being seen as a traitor to Caesar, Pilate 
made a political decision. He took Jesus to the "Pavement," a place 
where important trials were held, known as "Gabbatha" in 
Hebrew.
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Reflection:
Political pressure and fear of public opinion can lead people to 
make bad decisions. Pilate gave in to fear of losing his position, 
even though he knew Jesus was innocent. We must be careful not 
to compromise our values   for fear of losing something 
temporary.

John 19:14

Verse:
“Now it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth hour: 
and he said to the Jews, Behold your King.”

Explanation:
It was the day of preparation for Passover, a very important 
moment for the Jews. Pilate, still trying to ridicule the Jewish 
leaders, presented Jesus to them saying, "Behold your king," as if 
he were mocking the situation.

Reflection:
Even in the face of Jesus’ suffering, Pilate tried to use sarcasm. 
But Jesus, even though he was mocked, was on his way to 
fulfilling His greatest act of love: dying for our sins. This shows 
us that God can transform situations of mockery and contempt 
into powerful acts of redemption.

John 19:15

Verse:
“But they cried out, ‘Away with you! Away with you! Crucify him!’ 
Pilate said to them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests 
answered, ‘We have no king but Caesar.’”

Explanation:
The crowd, incited by the religious leaders, called for Jesus to be 
crucified. Pilate again mockingly called Jesus "their king," but the 
leaders responded in kind.
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shocking way, saying that they only recognized Caesar as their 
king, which was a denial of the Jewish faith itself, which proclaimed 
God as King.

Reflection:
The religious leaders were so blinded by their hatred of Jesus that 
they denied even their faith in God, choosing instead to ally 
themselves with Caesar. This warns us of the danger of hardening 
our hearts to the point of denying spiritual truths in exchange for 
temporal gain.

John 19:16

Verse:
“Then Pilate delivered him to be crucified. And they took Jesus, 
and led him away.”

Explanation:
Finally, Pilate gave in to the pressure of the crowd and handed 
Jesus over to be crucified. The decision was political, not based 
on justice. Jesus was then led away by the soldiers to begin His 
journey to Calvary.

Reflection:
Pilate chose expediency over justice. This is a lesson for us about 
the cost of giving in to pressure when we know what is right. Jesus, 
however, followed
silently, showing His commitment to God's plan for the 
redemption of humanity.

John 19:17

Verse:
“And he, bearing his cross, went out to the place called The 
Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha.”

Explanation:
Jesus, carrying His own cross, was taken to Golgotha, the
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place of crucifixion, also known as "Place of the Skull". It was a 
path of shame and pain, but Jesus endured it all for the love of 
humanity.

Reflection:
Carrying the cross was a symbol of Jesus’ sacrifice. He calls us to 
follow in His footsteps by carrying our own crosses. This means 
being willing to endure hardships and sacrifices for His sake.

John 19:18

Verse:
“Where they crucified him, and two others with him, one on either side, 
and Jesus in the middle.”

Explanation:
Jesus was crucified between two criminals, one on each side. This 
was an attempt to put Him on the same level as common sinners, 
but even in this humiliating situation, Jesus was fulfilling His 
purpose of saving sinners.

Reflection:
Jesus, the righteous one, was numbered among the unrighteous so 
that He could redeem us. His presence among the criminals shows 
that He came to save those who are lost and that there are no limits 
to His love.

John 19:19

Verse:
“And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross: and it was 
written, JESUS   OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS.”

Explanation:
Pilate ordered a plaque to be placed on the cross of Jesus with
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the inscription: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” This was done 
partly as a provocation to the Jewish leaders, but it also 
acknowledged, albeit ironically, the true kingship of Jesus.

Reflection:
Even on the cross, Jesus was proclaimed King, albeit in an ironic 
way. This inscription is a reminder that He is, indeed, the King of 
kings, and nothing can change that truth, not even the hatred 
and rejection of the world.

John 19:20

Verse:
“Many of the Jews read this title, because the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin.”

Explanation:
The inscription on Jesus’ cross was written in three languages: 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, so that everyone who passed by could 
read it. This ensured that both Jews and Gentiles would 
understand the message, reinforcing the universal nature of Jesus’ 
mission.

Reflection:
The message about Jesus was written for all to see and understand. 
Likewise, the salvation He offers is universal, available to all people, 
of all cultures and languages.

John 19:21

Verse:
“Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The 
King of the Jews: but that he said, I am King of the Jews.”
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Explanation:
The chief priests were outraged by the title Pilate wrote and asked 
him to change it to "He said he is the King of the Jews," trying to 
distort the meaning and minimize Jesus' authority. Pilate, 
however, refused to change the title.

Reflection:
Religious leaders wanted to control the narrative by denying the 
truth about Jesus. However, the truth about who He is cannot be 
changed by human manipulations. Jesus is King, whether we 
accept it or not.

John 19:22

Verse:
“Pilate answered, What I have written, I have written.”

Explanation:
Pilate refuses to change the inscription on Jesus' cross. He insists, 
"What I have written, I have written." While this was a way for 
Pilate to assert his authority, it also shows that the truth about 
Jesus as King could not be erased, even if the religious leaders did 
not want to admit it.

Reflection:
Here we see that even though they try to distort or erase the truth 
about Jesus, it remains. Pilate, perhaps without realizing it, 
reaffirms that Jesus is indeed King. This reminds us that no matter 
the circumstances, the truth about Christ cannot be changed or 
silenced.

John 19:23

Verse:
“So when the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 
made four parts, to each soldier a
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part; and also the tunic. But the tunic, woven in one piece from 
top to bottom, was seamless.”

Explanation:
The soldiers divided Jesus’ clothes into four parts, one for each of 
them. However, Jesus’ tunic was a special piece of clothing, 
seamless, so they did not divide it. This act fulfills the prophecy 
that they would cast lots for His garments (Psalm 22:18).

Reflection:
The fact that the soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ garments while He was 
suffering on the cross is a portrait of human callousness. Yet every 
detail was within God’s plan, showing that Jesus was fulfilling 
prophecy even in small ways.

John 19:24

Verse:
“So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 
to see whose it will be,’ so that the Scripture might be fulfilled 
which says, ‘They divided my garments among them, and for my 
clothing they cast lots.’ So the soldiers did these things.”

Explanation:
The soldiers decided not to tear Jesus’ robe, but cast lots to see 
who would get it. This event was no accident; it was foretold in 
Scripture (Psalm 22:18). So even the seemingly insignificant 
actions of the soldiers were part of God’s sovereign plan.

Reflection:
The fulfillment of Scripture in this moment of pain and 
suffering shows that God was in control of every detail of the 
crucifixion. This gives us assurance that even in the difficult and 
chaotic situations of life, God is directing everything according 
to His greater purpose.
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John 19:25

Verse:
“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.”

Explanation:
As Jesus suffered on the cross, His mother Mary was present, 
along with other faithful women, including Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the wife of Clopas. These women, who had accompanied 
Jesus during His ministry, are now there, witnessing His pain and 
death.

Reflection:
The presence of these women at the foot of the cross shows 
their loyalty and love for Jesus, even in a time of great pain 
and despair. They did not turn away, but remained steadfast. 
This teaches us about the power of faithfulness and 
devotion, even when everything seems bleak.

John 19:26

Verse:
“Now when Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’”

Explanation:
Even in the midst of His suffering, Jesus showed care for His 
mother. He entrusted Mary to the care of John, the beloved 
disciple, referring to him as “your son.” This demonstrates Jesus’ 
deep love for His mother, ensuring that she would be cared for 
after His death.

Reflection:
Jesus' care for His mother in the midst of His own suffering 
teaches us about the importance of honoring and caring.
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of our families, even in the most difficult situations. Jesus, even 
on the cross, demonstrated love, compassion and responsibility.

John 19:27

Verse:
“Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother!’ And from that 
hour the disciple took her into his own home.”

Explanation:
Jesus went on to tell John to care for His mother as if she were his 
own. John readily obeyed and took Mary into his home. Thus, 
Jesus demonstrated His concern for His mother’s needs, even as 
She was about to die.

Reflection:
Here we see that Jesus fulfilled the commandment to honor one’s 
father and mother until the very end of His life. This example 
reminds us how we should be responsible and attentive to the 
needs of our loved ones, reflecting the love that Christ taught us.

John 19:28

Verse:
“Afterwards, Jesus knowing that all things were now finished, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, I thirst.”

Explanation:
Knowing that His mission was coming to an end and in 
fulfillment of prophecy (Psalm 69:21), Jesus said, “I thirst.” This 
was a moment of profound humanity, where the Savior 
expressed His physical need in the midst of the suffering of the 
crucifixion.
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Reflection:
Jesus’ statement that He was thirsty reveals His full humanity. He 
experienced pain and physical needs like everyone else. This 
reminds us that although He was divine, He also shared our 
weaknesses and could sympathize with us.

John 19:29

Verse:
“Now there was a vessel there full of vinegar. So they filled a 
sponge with vinegar, put it on hyssop, and held it to his mouth.”

Explanation:
The soldiers, upon hearing Jesus’ request, took a sponge soaked 
in vinegar (a type of sour wine used by soldiers) and held it up 
to Him with hyssop. This fulfilled another prophecy of Scripture 
(Psalm 69:21).

Reflection:
The act of giving vinegar to Jesus shows the continuity of the 
Scriptures being fulfilled. Even in this detail of pain, we see 
that everything was under God’s control. Jesus endured each 
moment with purpose, for our salvation.

John 19:30

Verse:
“And when Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished. And 
he bowed his head, and gave up his spirit.”

Explanation:
With the words “It is finished,” Jesus declared that His work on 
earth was complete. He had accomplished everything that 
needed to be done for the redemption of mankind.
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After that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit, dying 
on the cross.

Reflection:
Jesus’ statement, “It is finished,” is one of the most powerful in the 
Bible. He has completed the work of salvation, paying the price 
for our sins. There is nothing more we need to do but accept 
what He has already done. This is the essence of the gospel: Jesus 
has done it all for us.

John 19:31

Verse:
“The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies 
should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a 
high day), begged Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they 
might be taken away.”

Explanation:
Since the Sabbath was approaching and, moreover, it was a 
special Sabbath because it fell during the Passover, the Jewish 
leaders asked Pilate to have the bodies of those crucified 
removed before the Sabbath began. To hasten their deaths, they 
asked that their legs be broken.

Reflection:
Religious leaders were concerned with maintaining their 
traditions and ceremonies, but they were blind to the fact that 
the Son of God had been crucified. Oftentimes, we can be so 
caught up in religion that we fail to see what God is doing all 
around us.

John 19:32

Verse:
“Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 
man, and of the other who was crucified with him.”
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Explanation:
The soldiers followed orders and broke the legs of the two men 
who were crucified next to Jesus, hastening their deaths as they 
could no longer breathe effectively while hanging on the cross.

Reflection:
This brutal act reveals the hardness of the human heart. But at 
the same time, it points to the fact that God had a specific plan for 
Jesus, as we will see in the following verses. Even the darkest 
details were under God’s control.

John 19:33

Verse:
“But when the soldiers came to Jesus and saw that he was 
already dead, they did not break his legs.”

Explanation:
The soldiers, upon realizing that Jesus had already died, did not 
need to break His legs, as had been done with the other two 
crucified men. This fulfilled an Old Testament prophecy (Exodus 
12:46; Psalm 34:20) that stated that not a single bone of the 
Messiah would be broken.

Reflection:
Jesus’ death was neither accidental nor premature. He gave up His 
spirit at the exact time God’s plan had determined. Nothing was 
left to chance. Even ancient prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus, 
showing that He was the promised Savior.

John 19:34

Verse:
“But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 
blood and water came out.”
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Explanation:
To confirm Jesus' death, a soldier pierced Jesus' side with a spear. 
The fluid that came out, composed of blood and water, is 
interpreted as a sign that Jesus had truly died, as His heart was 
separated from His body. This also has spiritual symbolism, 
representing the purification and new birth offered by Christ.

Reflection:
The spear piercing Jesus’ side reminds us of how salvation and life 
spring forth for us through His death. The blood that was shed 
represents the forgiveness of sins, and the water is seen as a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit, who gives new life to those who believe 
in Jesus.

John 19:35

Verse:
“And he who saw it bore witness, and his testimony is true; and he 
knows that he tells the truth, so that you also may believe.”

Explanation:
The apostle John, who was present, claims that he is an 
eyewitness to what happened. He vouches for the veracity of what 
is being said, so that readers can believe the account and 
understand the truth of who Jesus was and what He did for us.

Reflection:
John is not just telling a story; he is proclaiming the truth of the 
gospel. Trusting his testimony is important for our faith, because 
he assures us that what he saw and experienced is real, and 
therefore we can trust Jesus as our Savior.
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John 19:36

Verse:
“For these things happened, that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
‘Not a bone of him shall be broken.’”

Explanation:
This verse refers to the prophecy that not a single bone of the 
Messiah would be broken. This is related to the celebration of 
Passover, where the Passover lamb was also not to have its bones 
broken (Exodus 12:46). Jesus is the true Lamb of God, who 
sacrificed himself for us.

Reflection:
Even in the darkest moments of Jesus’ story, He was fulfilling 
Scripture. Every detail of His death had a divine purpose. This 
reminds us that God is in control of every circumstance, and His 
plan is perfect.

John 19:37

Verse:
“And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they 
have pierced.”

Explanation:
Here John quotes Zechariah 12:10, which says that the people of 
Israel will look on the one they have pierced. This refers to the 
fact that although many rejected Jesus, one day everyone 
recognized His true identity as the Messiah.

Reflection:
The prophecy in Zechariah is being fulfilled before John’s eyes, and 
through the gospel we see how God’s people, in general, rejected 
the Messiah, but one day all will look to Him with recognition and 
repentance. This challenges us to live with the certainty that one 
day every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord.
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John 19:38

Verse:
“After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away 
the body of Jesus. And Pilate gave him permission. So he went and 
took away the body of Jesus.”

Explanation:
Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Jewish council but a secret 
follower of Jesus, asked Pilate for permission to remove Jesus’ 
body from the cross. He feared persecution from the Jewish 
leaders, but he still took a courageous stand to honor Jesus.

Reflection:
Joseph of Arimathea, who initially acted secretly out of fear, now 
becomes public in his devotion to Jesus. He teaches us that 
although we may have fears and insecurities, our faith in Jesus 
should lead us to act courageously, even in the face of 
opposition.

John 19:39

Verse:
“And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pounds’ 
weight.”

Explanation:
Nicodemus, who had met Jesus at night early in Jesus’ ministry 
(John 3), now came forward publicly to help bury Jesus’ body. He 
brought a large quantity of myrrh and aloes, which were used to 
embalm and honor the dead.

Reflection:
Nicodemus also takes an important step in his faith, no longer 
hidden, but now taking a public stand. Sometimes it is necessary 
to take a step of faith, leaving our
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comfort zone, to publicly demonstrate our devotion to 
Christ.

John 19:40

Verse:
“So they took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with 
the spices, as is the Jewish burial custom.”

Explanation:
Joseph and Nicodemus, following Jewish custom, prepared Jesus' 
body for burial by wrapping it in linen cloths and using spices. 
This process was a demonstration of respect and honor for the 
deceased.

Reflection:
Even though Jesus was dead, His body was treated with respect 
and honor. This reminds us that even in times of grief and loss, 
we should treat those we love with dignity, recognizing their 
value before God.

John 19:41

Verse:
“In the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in 
the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been laid.”

Explanation:
Jesus' tomb was in a garden near the site of the crucifixion, and it 
was a new tomb, never used before.
This is significant because Jesus would be buried in a clean 
and separate place, symbolizing His purity.

Reflection:
The fact that Jesus is buried in a new tomb reflects the new life 
He brings. Through His death and resurrection,
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He makes all things new. This tomb is a symbol of hope for all of 
us, because through the death of Jesus, He conquers death and 
offers us eternal life.

John 19:42

Verse:
“There therefore, because of the Jews’ preparation day, because 
the tomb was near, they laid Jesus.”

Explanation:
Because of the proximity of the tomb and the need to bury Jesus 
before the beginning of the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus placed Jesus' body in the tomb. The preparation was an 
important rite, since the Sabbath was a day of rest, and such 
activities would not be permitted on that day.

Reflection:
The way Jesus was buried also reminds us of His commitment to 
humanity to the end. He died so that in His sacrifice we might find 
forgiveness, and His burial is the promise of resurrection that 
gives us hope.

Final Reflection on John 19

In this passage, we see the profound mystery and beauty of Jesus’ 
sacrifice, which, by dying on the cross, fulfilled all the prophecies 
and guaranteed our salvation. Jesus’ death was not an accident or a 
defeat, but part of God’s plan to bring us life. He gave up His body 
with dignity, and even in death, His life continues to speak. Jesus’ 
burial, with the honor of Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
shows us that, even in times of great sadness and pain, respect and 
love for Christ must be evident.
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The fulfillment of prophecy teaches us that God has a perfect 
plan, and nothing happens without His permission. The 
reference to the new tomb and the fact that Jesus’ bones were 
not broken points to the purity and perfection of the Savior. He 
was, indeed, the Lamb of God, sacrificed to save us. The blood 
that was shed and the water that flowed from His side are 
symbols of the forgiveness and new life that He offers to all who 
believe.

Therefore, this chapter challenges us to reflect on Christ’s sacrifice 
and how, even in the most difficult situations, God is in control and 
fulfills His promise to redeem us. Jesus’ death is not the end, but 
the victory over sin and death, and the assurance that those who 
believe in Him will have eternal life.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 20 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 20 tells the story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
events that follow, revealing how he revealed himself to his 
disciples after conquering death. The chapter begins with Mary 
Magdalene's discovery of the empty tomb and continues with 
appearances of Jesus to the disciples, including the famous 
encounter with Thomas, who initially doubted the resurrection. 
This chapter is central to the Christian faith, as it confirms that 
Jesus' resurrection not only ensures victory over death, but also 
offers everyone the opportunity for new life through faith in him.

John 20:1 - "Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene 
came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw that the 
stone had been removed from the tomb."

Explanation:Mary Magdalene goes to Jesus' tomb early in the 
morning, still in the darkness, and discovers that the large stone 
that had been placed at the entrance to the tomb has been 
removed. This event marks the beginning of the revelation of 
Jesus' resurrection.

Reflection:The stone removed symbolizes the victory over death 
and the separation between man and God. Mary Magdalene's 
decision to go to the tomb demonstrates her faith and her desire 
to be close to Jesus, even after the tragedy of His death.

John 20:2 - "Then she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 'They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.'"

Explanation:Mary Magdalene runs to Peter and John (the beloved 
disciple), to tell them what she saw, believing that the
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Jesus' body had been taken away. She did not yet know that Jesus 
had risen, only that something was wrong with the tomb.

Reflection:Mary expresses deep pain and confusion. Often in 
times of crisis, our vision of things can be distorted, and like 
Mary, we may not see clearly what God is doing, even though He 
is already at work.

John 20:3-4 - "Then Peter went out with the other disciple and 
went to the tomb. They were both running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first."

Explanation:Peter and John rush to the tomb after hearing Mary's 
words. John, being younger, gets to the tomb first, but as we will 
see, he waits for Peter to arrive before entering.

Reflection:This race can symbolize the search for truth and 
understanding. John, by arriving first but waiting for Peter, shows 
humility and respect for Peter’s leadership in the early church.

John 20:5 - "And he stooped down, and saw the linen cloths lying there: but 
he went not in."

Explanation:John, upon arriving at the tomb, sees the linen cloths 
that had been used to wrap Jesus' body, but does not go in. He 
sees that the body is not there, but does not yet understand what 
has happened.

Reflection:Sometimes we observe something that surprises us, but we 
do not fully understand what is happening. Faith begins with 
observation, but it is through observation that we
spiritual understanding that we see the work of God.
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John 20:6-7 - "Simon Peter followed him, and went into the 
tomb. And he saw the linen cloths lying there, and the 
napkin that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen 
cloths but rolled up in a place by itself."

Explanation:Peter arrives at the tomb and enters. He sees the 
linen cloths and the napkin that had been placed over Jesus’ 
head, now separated and neatly folded in another place. This 
suggests that the removal of the body was not a hasty or furtive 
act, but an orderly action.

Reflection:The care with which the cloth was placed shows that 
Jesus' resurrection was not a confusing or chaotic event. Jesus' 
death and resurrection were
carefully planned by God to bring salvation to humanity.

John 20:8 - "Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed."

Explanation:John enters the tomb and, upon seeing the linen cloths 
and the napkin, believes what has happened. He finally understands 
that Jesus was not stolen, but that He was resurrected.

Reflection:John’s faith is an example for us. Sometimes when we 
seek and search sincerely, we can find the answers we need to 
believe. John saw, and so he believed.

John 20:9 - "For as yet they knew not the scriptures, that 
he must rise again from the dead."

Explanation:Even after seeing the empty tomb, the disciples still 
did not have a full understanding of the Scriptures that prophesied 
Jesus’ resurrection. They still did not connect the dots between 
what Jesus had taught and the fulfillment of the prophecy.
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Reflection:Often, our faith and understanding grow gradually. 
Like the disciples, sometimes we don’t immediately see the 
connection between events and God’s Word, but He gradually 
reveals His truth to us.

John 20:10 - "Then the disciples returned home."

Explanation:After seeing the empty tomb, Peter and John 
return home, probably still with many questions and a 
mixture of confusion and growing faith.

Reflection:This verse shows us that the journey of faith is a 
process. Sometimes we may not fully understand the events 
around us, but that does not stop us from seeking truth. Faith is a 
continuous journey of growth and learning.

John 20:11 - "But Mary stood without at the tomb weeping: 
and as she wept, she stooped down to look into the tomb."

Explanation:Mary Magdalene, who had run to inform the disciples 
about the removal of Jesus’ body, now stands alone outside the 
tomb, weeping deeply. Her grief is clear, for she still does not know 
what has happened to Jesus’ body. Her vision is clouded with grief, 
but she continues to search for answers.

Reflection:Pain can blind us to God’s action in our lives. Mary, 
although she already knew that the tomb was empty, still did not 
understand what was happening. In times of pain, it is important 
to persevere in the search for answers, because God may be 
acting in ways that we cannot yet perceive.
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John 20:12 - "And he saw two angels in white sitting, one at the 
head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had 
lain."

Explanation:When Mary looks into the tomb, she sees two angels 
dressed in white, sitting on either side where Jesus’ body had 
been laid. This is a supernatural sign of God’s presence, and the 
angels are there to help her understand what is happening.

Reflection:The presence of angels is a reminder that even when we 
don’t see or understand, God is in control. He sends His 
messengers to give us guidance, peace, and clarity in times of 
confusion.

John 20:13 - "And they said unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, 

Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him."

Explanation:The angels ask Mary why she is crying. Her answer 
reveals that she does not yet understand the resurrection; she 
thinks someone has taken Jesus' body. She is distressed and 
seeks only Jesus' physical body.

Reflection:Like Mary, our vision is often limited to our emotions 
and circumstances. We can focus on what we have lost, rather than 
seeing what God is doing new and wonderful in our lives. The 
angels’ question challenges us to reflect on the reason for our 
sadness: Are we looking only at the physical or the spiritual?

John 20:14 - "And when she had thus spoken, she turned back, and saw Jesus 
standing; and knew not that it was Jesus."

Explanation:After speaking with the angels, Mary turns and sees Jesus 
standing there, but she does not recognize him. Pain and confusion still 
prevent her from seeing clearly. Jesus now stands before her,
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but their eyes are not open to the true reality.

Reflection:God is often closer to us than we realize, but pain, fear, 
or distraction can keep us from recognizing Him. Faith allows us to 
see beyond our circumstances and perceive God’s action, even 
when we don’t see it immediately.

John 20:15 - "Jesus said to her, 'Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?' She, supposing him to be the gardener, said to him, 'Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.'"

Explanation:Jesus asks the same question as the angels: "Why are 
you weeping?" He also asks Mary who she is looking for. She still 
does not recognize Jesus and mistakes him for the gardener, 
asking him to tell her where Jesus' body has been laid. Mary only 
wants to have Jesus' physical body back.

Reflection:Jesus’ question invites us to reflect on what we are 
really seeking. Are we seeking Jesus superficially, seeking only 
answers to our immediate needs, or are we seeking a deep and 
transformative relationship with Him?

John 20:16 - "Jesus said to her, 'Mary!' She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, 'Rabboni,' which means, 'Teacher.'"

Explanation:When Jesus calls her by name, “Mary,” she 
immediately recognizes His voice and, in an act of faith and joy, 
calls Him “Rabboni,” which means “Teacher.” This demonstrates 
how crucial a personal relationship with Jesus is. It is when He 
calls us by name that our understanding and faith become clear.

Reflection:Jesus knows each of us personally. When He calls 
us by name, He reveals to us His
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presence in an intimate and personal way. In the midst of our 
searches and anxieties, it is the voice of Jesus that calls us to His 
peace and truth.

John 20:17 - "Jesus said to her, 'Do not touch me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"

Explanation:Jesus tells Mary not to touch Him, for He has not yet 
ascended to the Father. He also instructs Mary to go and tell the 
disciples that He will ascend to the Father, revealing that now, 
through His resurrection, God is both the Father of Jesus and the 
Father of all believers.

Reflection:Jesus’ instruction not to touch Him may symbolize the 
idea that His mission of redemption was in process. He now has a 
new relationship with humanity, and His resurrection inaugurates 
a new covenant between God and believers. We must recognize 
that through Jesus we are made children of God.

John 20:18 - "Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples, 'I have seen the 
Lord! ' And she told them that he had said these things to her."

Explanation:Mary Magdalene, now transformed by the vision and 
revelation of Jesus, quickly goes to the disciples and informs them 
of Jesus’ resurrection. She also shares with them the words Jesus 
spoke to her. Mary becomes the first messenger of the 
resurrection.

Reflection:Mary Magdalene’s transformation is remarkable. She 
went from a weeping woman to a joyful proclaimer of the truth of 
Christ. This teaches us that as we encounter the true revelation of 
Christ in our lives, we are called to share this good news with 
others.
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John 20:19 - "On that same day, when evening had come, the first 
day of the week, the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, "Peace be with you!"

Explanation:The disciples are gathered together, fearful of the Jews, 
and Jesus appears among them, saying, "Peace be with you." 
Despite the fear and the closed doors, Jesus reveals himself to the 
disciples in a miraculous way, bringing them peace.

Reflection:The peace of Christ is something that transcends 
circumstances. Even when we are in situations of fear or 
uncertainty, Jesus is able to bring us a deep peace that gives us 
courage and confidence to move forward.

John 20:20 - "And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord."

Explanation:Jesus shows His wounds, the signs of His crucifixion, 
as proof of His identity and the reality of His resurrection. Seeing 
the evidence of His death and resurrection, the disciples rejoice 
greatly.

Reflection:Jesus’ scars are a reminder of the sacrifice He made for 
us. The evidence of His death and resurrection is not just for us to 
believe, but so that we can experience the joy of the salvation He 
brought.

John 20:21 - "Again Jesus said to them, 'Peace be with you! 
As the Father has sent me, I also send you.'"

Explanation:Jesus repeats the blessing of peace and commissions 
them to be His representatives on earth, just as the Father sent Him. 
He calls them to the mission of taking the message of the 
resurrection to the world.
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Reflection:The peace of Jesus empowers us for mission. Just as He 
was sent to accomplish the work of salvation, so we are sent to 
proclaim this good news to others. Christ’s mission is now our 
mission, sustained by His peace.

John 20:22 - "And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost."

Explanation:After the resurrection, Jesus approaches the disciples 
and, as a representation of the new creation, He breathes on 
them and empowers them with the Holy Spirit. This is symbolic of 
the coming of the Spirit, which would come in full at Pentecost 
(Acts 2). Here He gives them spiritual preparation for the ministry 
to come.

Reflection:Jesus offers us His Spirit as a source of power and 
wisdom for the mission He has entrusted to us. Receiving the Holy 
Spirit is not only a personal blessing, but a commitment to Christ’s 
mission in the world. We must live empowered by this Spirit to 
fulfill the purpose God has for our lives.

John 20:23 - "If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

Explanation:Jesus gives His disciples divine authority to forgive 
sins in His name. Forgiveness of sins is an essential aspect of the 
Christian mission, and disciples, as bearers of this message, are to 
proclaim reconciliation with God. This authority is given by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit.

Reflection:Forgiveness is one of the greatest expressions of God’s 
grace. As we share the message of Christ, we are also called to 
offer forgiveness to others. Just as we have been forgiven, we are 
to be instruments of forgiveness.
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reconciliation and healing. Forgiveness is not just something 
between God and us, but also between us and the people around us.

John 20:24 - "Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, 
was not with them when Jesus came."

Explanation:Here, the evangelist introduces us to Thomas, one of 
the twelve apostles, who was not present when Jesus appeared to 
the other disciples. This creates an opportunity for Thomas to 
have a unique experience with Jesus at another time, but it also 
brings an important lesson about faith.

Reflection:Thomas’s absence at that moment reminds us that 
sometimes we are left out of a transformative experience because 
of our own lack of presence, whether physical or spiritual. We 
must always be attentive and available to the presence of Christ in 
our lives, especially in times of challenge.

John 20:25 - "Then the other disciples said to him, 'We have 
seen the Lord.' But he said to them, 'Unless I see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.'"

Explanation:The disciples tell Thomas about Jesus’ appearance, but 
he responds with doubt. He demands physical, tangible evidence 
because he does not believe the testimony of others. His doubt 
reflects an internal struggle about the reality of the resurrection.

Reflection:Thomas, like many of us, wants physical confirmation of 
God’s promises. Doubt is part of the human experience, but at the 
same time, faith is a journey that requires trust, even when we 
cannot see or touch. God’s grace invites us to believe beyond the 
visible, trusting in His Word and His signs.
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John 20:26 - "Eight days later his disciples were inside again, 
and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, the doors being 
locked, and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you!'"

Explanation:Eight days later, Jesus appears again, this time with 
Thomas present. The doors remain closed, but Jesus enters 
supernaturally. He repeats the greeting of peace and again offers 
His presence.

Reflection:Jesus, in His mercy, seeks out those who doubt and 
gives us new opportunities to believe. He comes to us even when 
we are locked in our fears and doubts. The peace He offers is a 
true reconciliation, an invitation to trust and rest in His presence.

John 20:27 - "Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and reach out your hand and put it into my side. 
Do not be faithless, but believing."

Explanation:Jesus, in His patience and compassion, invites Thomas 
to do exactly what he asked: touch Jesus’ wounds. This is a 
demonstration of Jesus’ care for Thomas, enabling him to find faith 
through the tangible evidence of His resurrection. Jesus challenges 
him to set aside his unbelief and believe.

Reflection:Jesus meets us in our doubts and invites us to a deeper 
faith. He does not reject us for our questions or hesitations, but 
calls us to take the step of faith, even when our doubts are great. 
True faith is born when we respond to Jesus’ invitation to believe.
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John 20:28 - "Thomas answered and said to him, 'My Lord and 
my God!'"

Explanation:After touching Jesus’ wounds, Thomas finally 
acknowledges Jesus as Lord and God. He makes a profound 
confession of faith, acknowledging not only Jesus’ resurrection but 
His deity. This is one of the clearest statements of worship of Jesus 
in Scripture.

Reflection:Thomas’s recognition teaches us that true faith is an 
act of worship. When we acknowledge Jesus as Lord and God, not 
just intellectually but with all our hearts, our lives are 
transformed. Jesus’ resurrection demands a response of genuine 
faith and worship.

John 20:29 - "Jesus said to him, 'Because you have seen me, you have believed? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.'"

Explanation:Jesus makes a statement about the blessedness of 
those who believe without seeing. He acknowledges Thomas’s 
faith, but highlights the greater blessing for those who believe 
without the need for physical proof. Faith does not depend on 
what we see, but on trusting in God’s Word.

Reflection:True faith is that which believes without needing 
visible proof. Jesus calls us to trust in His word and His promises, 
even when we do not see them. Blessed are those who believe 
without the need for tangible confirmation, for they

experience a deeper and truer faith.

John 20:30 - "Jesus indeed did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book;"

Explanation:The evangelist acknowledges that Jesus performed 
many other miracles and signs that were not recorded in the
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Gospel of John. This shows that the life and deeds of Jesus are 
vast and profound, and that what is written is only a sample 
of what He did.

Reflection:The Gospels do not record everything Jesus did, but 
enough so that we can believe in Him and be saved. Every act of 
Jesus, whether recorded or not, is part of His ministry of salvation, 
and we should seek to know Him more and more in our walk of 
faith.

John 20:31 - "But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name."

Explanation:John summarizes the purpose of his gospel: he wrote 
down everything that was recorded so that readers might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Faith in Jesus brings eternal 
life. The gospel is an invitation to all who read or hear the message 
to believe in Jesus and receive eternal life.

Reflection:The goal of John’s gospel, and of all Scripture, is to lead 
us to a life-giving faith. Faith in Jesus is not just an intellectual 
assent, but a deep trust that transforms us and gives us eternal 
life. John’s invitation is clear: believing in Jesus is the way to true 
life.

Final Reflection on John 20:

John chapter 20 takes us to one of the most powerful and 
significant moments in Christianity: the resurrection of Jesus. Mary 
Magdalene's encounter with the empty tomb, Jesus' manifestation 
to the disciples, and especially Jesus' encounter with Thomas, are 
revelations of how Christ is able to transform doubt into faith and 
give new hope to all who believe in Him.
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The central message of this chapter is that the resurrection of Jesus 
is the basis of our faith and that even in the face of doubt, the Lord 
reveals Himself to us with mercy and patience. Thomas, who 
initially doubted the resurrection, became an example of how faith 
can grow through direct experience with the Lord. He not only 
recognized Jesus as the Christ, but also as Lord and God.

Jesus teaches us that while faith is a wonderful gift, it does not 
depend on visible signs, but on an intimate relationship with Him. 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 
20:29), Jesus says, reminding us that true faith goes beyond what is 
visible and tangible; it is based on complete trust in God’s 
promises.

As we reflect on this chapter, we are called to renew our trust in 
Jesus, even when circumstances challenge us. The resurrection is 
not just a historical event, but a present reality in our lives. The 
risen Christ is the one who offers forgiveness, peace, and eternal 
life to all who believe in Him.

John’s final invitation is clear: believing in Jesus is the way to true 
life, and this faith transforms us. May we, like the disciples, be 
living witnesses of the resurrection, proclaiming to the world that 
Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God, and that in Him we find life 
in abundance.
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Study of the Gospel of John - Chapter 21 
(Verse by Verse Explanation)

John 21 is the final chapter of the Gospel of John and serves as a 
powerful closing, revealing the restoration of Peter and reaffirming 
Jesus’ calling to His disciples. After the resurrection, Jesus appears 
again to the disciples by the sea, performing a miraculous catch of 
fish and offering a meal. In this setting, He restores Peter, who had 
denied the Master, and commissions him to shepherd His sheep. 
The chapter also highlights the uniqueness of each disciple’s 
mission, with Jesus reaffirming that each has a distinct purpose to 
fulfill. With a declaration of the greatness of Jesus’ works, the 
chapter concludes with the assurance that although His work is 
vast, what is recorded in Scripture is sufficient to guide us.

John 21:1
"After this, Jesus appeared again to the disciples by the Sea of   
Tiberias. This is how he introduced himself:"

After Jesus' resurrection, He appears to the disciples for the third 
time, this time in Galilee, at the Sea of   Tiberias (also known as 
the Sea of   Galilee). This encounter is significant because it 
further confirms Jesus' resurrection and the continuity of His 
relationship with the disciples. The phrase "after this" reminds us 
that this is a post-resurrection moment, and the context is one of 
reunion and preparation for new missions.

Reflection:
The Lord always shows up in times of need, even after difficult 
times. He appears to reaffirm His presence and continue His work 
with His disciples, showing that the mission is not over.
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John 21:2
"There were together Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 
disciples."

Here John lists the disciples present at the meeting. In addition to the 
twelve apostles, the text mentions Thomas, who had doubted the 
resurrection, and Nathanael from Cana. The mention of "the sons of 
Zebedee" refers to James and John, who were also there. These 
disciples were gathered together, perhaps waiting for further 
instructions from Jesus or simply trying to understand what had 
happened after the resurrection.

Reflection:
Even after Christ’s resurrection, the disciples were still searching 
for direction. Jesus’ presence is essential to guide us in times of 
uncertainty, and He reveals Himself to those who are ready to 
listen.

John 21:3
"Simon Peter said to them, 'I'm going fishing.' They replied, 'We'll go 
with you.' So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing."

Peter decides to go back to fishing, an activity he was familiar with 
before following Jesus. The other disciples, perhaps unsure of what 
to do after Jesus’ resurrection, decide to go with him. However, 
despite their experience as fishermen, they do not catch any fish 
that night.

Reflection:
This verse reminds us that no matter how experienced we are in 
something, without God’s guidance, our efforts may be in vain. 
Self-reliance will get us nowhere if we are not aligned with God’s 
purpose.
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John 21:4
"When day came, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not 
recognize him."

As the day begins to dawn, Jesus is on the beach, but for some 
reason the disciples do not recognize Him. This detail is interesting 
because it shows us that although Jesus was resurrected with a 
glorified body, He sometimes appears in a way that the disciples 
do not immediately identify Him.

Reflection:
Jesus’ presence may be unexpected, and sometimes we don’t 
recognize Him right away. However, He is always with us, waiting 
for us to recognize Him in our lives, even in the most ordinary 
situations.

John 21:5
"Then Jesus asked them, 'Children, do you have any fish?' 'No,' 
they replied."

Jesus asks the disciples if they have any fish, and they say no. 
Although Jesus is aware of the situation, He leads them to 
recognize that without Him, their efforts are not being fruitful. This 
question can be seen as an opportunity to reflect on their 
dependence on God.

Reflection:
God always calls us to acknowledge our dependence on Him. 
When we face difficulties and see no results, He challenges us to 
surrender our worries and trust Him to bring the answer.

John 21:6
"He said to them, 'Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some.' So they cast the net, and now they were 
unable to haul it in, there were so many fish."
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Jesus gives a simple but profound instruction: to cast the net on 
the right side of the boat. When they obey, the disciples catch a 
large number of fish, showing that obedience to Jesus brings 
abundant fruit. The simple act of following Christ’s instructions 
results in a miraculous catch of fish.

Reflection:
Obedience to Christ, even when it doesn’t make sense to us, 
always results in abundant blessings. When we follow His 
instructions, He enables us to accomplish the impossible.

John 21:7
"Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 'It is the Lord!' When 
Simon Peter heard this, he put on his outer garment, for he was naked, and 
threw himself into the sea."

When the beloved disciple (John) saw the large number of fish, he 
recognized that it was Jesus. Peter then impulsively jumped into 
the water to swim to Jesus. Peter’s action reflected his burning 
desire to be close to Jesus, especially after the resurrection.

Reflection:
Love for Jesus leads us to act boldly. Peter’s attitude 
demonstrates how the presence of Jesus is irresistible to those 
who love Him, and also the urgency to be with Him.

John 21:8
"The other disciples followed in the boat, dragging the net full of 
fish. They were about two hundred cubits (about 100 meters) from 
the shore."

While Peter swims to Jesus, the other disciples remain in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish. This shows that each disciple has his 
role, and everyone works
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together to accomplish the mission, even if in different 
ways.

Reflection:
God gives us different roles in the body of Christ. While each of us 
has a unique way of serving, we must all work together to fulfill 
God’s purpose.

John 21:9
"When they landed, they saw a fire there, with fish on it, and also 
bread."

When they arrive at the beach, the disciples see a fire already lit, 
with fish and bread prepared by Jesus. This demonstrates the 
kindness of Jesus, who, in addition to giving instructions on how to 
catch fish, had already prepared a meal for the disciples.

Reflection:
Jesus always takes care of our needs, sometimes before we even 
know we need them. He gives us what we need in abundance, 
showing His love and concern for us.

John 21:10
"Jesus said to them, 'Bring some of the fish you have just caught.'"

Even though He had prepared fish for His disciples, Jesus 
invited them to bring the fish they had just caught, thus 
participating in His provision. Jesus wants His disciples to 
contribute what they have, for He always uses our abilities and 
resources.

Reflection:
God invites us to be active participants in His plan. Even when 
He has everything ready, He gives us the
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opportunity to contribute what we have, getting 
involved in His work.

John 21:11
"Simon Peter got into the boat and dragged the net to shore. It 
was full of 153 large fish, and even though there were so many, 
the net did not break."

Peter, obeying Jesus, pulls the net full of fish to shore. The number 
of fish is impressive, but even with so many, the net does not 
break. The number 153 may have a symbolic meaning, 
representing the fullness of Christ's mission, which encompasses 
all peoples. The image of the net not breaking also suggests that 
Jesus' mission is firm and unbeatable.

Reflection:
Obedience to Christ always results in abundant fruit. The net does 
not break because God’s mission is strong and secure. Even in the 
face of great challenges, God’s strength is sufficient to sustain us.

John 21:12
"Jesus said to them, 'Come and have dinner.' None of the 
disciples dared ask him, 'Who are you?' because they knew it was 
the Lord."

When they arrive at the beach, Jesus has already prepared fish 
and bread for the disciples. They do not ask who He is, because 
they already know that He is the Lord. This verse reinforces the 
idea that, even with His glorified body, Jesus is recognized by His 
disciples, not only for what He does, but for His presence.

Reflection:
When we are close to Jesus, we do not need to question His 
identity. His presence is enough to
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give us certainty and peace. Jesus always reveals Himself 
clearly to those who follow Him.

John 21:13
"Jesus took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish in the same way."

Here, Jesus serves the bread and fish to the disciples, repeating a 
gesture similar to that of the Last Supper, where He broke the 
bread and distributed it to the disciples. This symbolizes 
communion with Christ and the spiritual food that He offers, not 
only physically, but spiritually.

Reflection:
Jesus offers us spiritual food, which is essential for our lives. As 
we partake of His table, we are nourished by His grace and His 
Word, which sustain us on our Christian journey.

John 21:14
"This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after he rose from the dead."

John emphasizes that this is Jesus’ third encounter with His 
disciples after His resurrection. This repeated appearance 
strengthens the disciples’ confidence in the resurrection and the 
real presence of Jesus. He is preparing them for what is to come.

Reflection:
Jesus appears repeatedly to strengthen the faith of His disciples. 
He is patient and consistent in His appearances, confirming His 
resurrection to those who might doubt. Jesus encounters us 
repeatedly to strengthen our faith and prepare us for what He 
has to do in our lives.
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John 21:15
"When they had finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, 'Simon 
son of John, do you love me more than these?' 'Yes, Lord,' he 
replied, 'you know that I love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my 
lambs.'"

After the meal, Jesus asks Peter a direct question: “Do you love 
me more than these?” This question is intended to restore Peter 
after his denial by showing him that true love is the basis of 
ministry. Peter’s answer is affirmative, and Jesus commissions 
him to care for His sheep, that is, to lead and nurture others.

Reflection:
Love for Jesus is the foundation of all ministry. Jesus calls us to 
serve others based on this love. Peter’s call to feed the sheep is a 
reminder to all of us that our service to Christ must be motivated 
by sincere love.

John 21:16
"Again Jesus asked him, 'Simon son of John, do you love me?' He 
replied, 'Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.' Jesus said, 'Feed my 
sheep.'"

Jesus repeats the question, perhaps to deepen Peter’s 
commitment to Him. Each time Peter answers affirmatively, 
Jesus gives him a task: to care for the flock. This process of 
reaffirmation is an invitation to Peter to take on a leadership 
role in the Church, to care for God’s people.

Reflection:
Jesus invites us to reaffirm our devotion to Him. The ministry He 
entrusts to us is a reflection of our love for Him. He calls us to 
care for people with dedication and love, as He did.
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John 21:17
"A third time he asked him, 'Simon son of John, do you love me?' 
Peter was grieved because Jesus asked him the third time, 'Do you 
love me?' He answered, 'Lord, you know all things; you know that I 
love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my sheep.'"

Jesus asks Peter a third time if he loves him. The repeated question 
recalls Peter’s denial, which he had made three times before his 
crucifixion. Peter’s sadness shows his anguish over his failure, but it 
also reflects the depth of the restoration that Jesus offers. Each 
question reaffirms Peter’s forgiveness and new purpose: to 
shepherd Christ’s sheep.

Reflection:
Jesus gives us the opportunity to restore our relationship with 
Him, even after we have failed. He does not reject us for our 
mistakes, but gives us new opportunities to reconcile and 
continue our mission. His forgiveness is complete and empowers 
us to fulfill His calling.

John 21:18
"Truly I tell you, when you were younger, you dressed yourself and went where 
you wanted; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will dress you and take you where you do not want to go."

Here, Jesus makes a prediction about Peter’s future, that he would 
die because of his faith. He compares his youth, when he had 
freedom, with his old age, when he would be taken to places he 
did not want to go, symbolizing the martyrdom he would face. 
Jesus anticipates Peter’s sacrifice for the love of Christ.

Reflection:
Following Jesus may require sacrifices and sometimes even the 
renunciation of our own will. But like Peter, we are called to 
follow Christ to the end, trusting in His direction, even when it 
takes us down difficult paths.
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John 21:19
"Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God. And when he had said this to him, he said to him, 'Follow me!'"

Jesus declares that Peter would glorify God through his death, 
which would be a testimony of faith to the end. He then repeats 
the invitation, “Follow me!” reaffirming Peter’s call to follow Jesus 
no matter the cost.

Reflection:
The Christian life is a journey of total surrender to Christ, and 
Jesus calls us to follow Him, even in the face of difficulties. Our 
calling is to live for Him in all circumstances, knowing that He is 
worthy of our full devotion.

John 21:20
"Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following 
them. This was the one who had leaned on Jesus' chest at the supper 
and asked him, 'Lord, who is it that will betray you?'"

Peter notices the beloved disciple (John) following them. John is 
identified as the one who was closest to Jesus during the Last 
Supper, and who asked the question about the betrayal. This detail 
is important to show the special relationship between John and 
Jesus.

Reflection:
Each disciple has a unique walk with Christ. The comparison 
between Peter and John shows that although we are all called to 
follow Jesus, we have different ways of experiencing this 
relationship with Him.

John 21:21
"When Peter saw him, he asked Jesus, 'Lord, what about this man? 
What will happen to him?'"
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Upon seeing John, Peter asks Jesus about his future. This question 
reflects a human tendency to worry about the path of others. Jesus 
answers Peter by reaffirming that what matters is his own calling 
and obedience.

Reflection:
Jesus teaches us to focus on our own calling and not worry about 
what happens to others. The journey of faith is personal, and we 
must be committed to following Christ regardless of the path of 
others.

John 21:22

"Jesus answered, If I want him to remain until I come, 
what is that to you? You, follow me."

Explanation:Jesus was responding to Peter, who, upon seeing 
John, asked what would happen to him. Jesus said that John’s fate 
was none of Peter’s business, and that what really mattered was 
that Peter followed Him. Jesus teaches us here to focus on our own 
path with Him, without worrying about the fate of others. Each 
person has a unique journey and a specific purpose in God.

Reflection:How often are we tempted to look at others and worry 
about what they are doing or what God is doing in their lives? But 
Jesus calls us not to get lost in comparisons. Our mission is clear: 
to follow Him, regardless of what happens to others. God’s calling 
on our lives is personal and unique. We must pay attention to 
Him, seeking to fulfill His plan, and not be distracted by the ways 
of others.

Licensed to Kenneth Snell - fingergunmitch@gmail.com - HP3671046289



John 21:23

"So this man went out and told the brothers that that disciple 
would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die, but 
if I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?"

Explanation:In this verse, we see that Jesus’ words were 
misinterpreted. Some people began to spread the word that John 
would not die, when in fact, Jesus was just making an assumption 
about what He wanted to do. This shows how easy it is to twist 
words, especially when we do not fully understand what is being 
said.

Reflection:How many times, due to lack of understanding or 
patience, do we end up distorting what God wants to tell us? We 
must be cautious when sharing words that we hear or read, as 
they can be misinterpreted and cause confusion. It is important 
to seek wisdom to understand what God really wants to say to us 
and, when necessary, ask Him directly. We should not go around 
sharing something without being sure of its truthfulness, as this 
can generate misinformation and distrust.

John 21:24

"This is the disciple who testifies to these things and wrote 
these things, and we know that his testimony is true."

Explanation:John asserts that he, as an eyewitness to the events 
he recounts, wrote the gospel faithfully and truthfully. He 
emphasizes the authenticity of his testimony, stating that what is 
recorded is not an invention, but something he actually saw and 
experienced. This gives authority and credibility to the words he 
shares.

Reflection:The authenticity of John's testimony teaches us the 
importance of being faithful in what we say and write, especially 
regarding faith. When
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When we share what God has done in our lives, it is essential that it 
be a truthful account, based on our real experience with Him. We 
are called to be faithful witnesses of Christ, not only with words, 
but also with actions that reflect the truth of the Gospel. Genuine 
testimony has the power to impact other lives.

John 21:25

"But there are also many other things which Jesus did, the works of 
which, if every one of them were written, I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that would be written."

Explanation:John concludes his gospel with a statement about the 
greatness of Jesus, saying that the amount of things He did is so 
vast that it would be impossible to count them all. This reveals the 
immensity of Jesus’ work and how His life and ministry transcend 
what is recorded in Scripture.

Reflection:This verse reminds us that Jesus’ work is infinite, and 
that what He has done and continues to do in our lives goes far 
beyond what we can comprehend or record. Even with the 
accounts in the Bible, we are only scratching the surface of His 
greatness. This invites us to live a life of wonder and gratitude for 
all that Jesus has done for us. It also teaches us to live with the 
awareness that, although we cannot understand everything, we 
are invited to participate in His work and live according to His will. 
Christ’s work in us is an ongoing and transformative work that is 
not limited to what we know but expands as we follow Him.

Final Reflection on John 21

Chapter 21 of John is a beautiful closing of the gospel, showing the 
restoration of Peter and the reaffirmation of Jesus' call to his 
disciples. The fishing episode
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The miraculous meal and the meal on the beach with Jesus have a 
profound meaning, revealing not only the mercy of Christ, but also 
the importance of obedience, communion with Him and focus on 
our mission.

First, we see Jesus’ action in restoring Peter, who had denied the 
Master three times. Jesus lovingly asks Peter three times, “Do you 
love me?” This is not only an opportunity for Peter to affirm his 
faithfulness, but also a healing moment for him, helping him 
overcome the guilt and shame of his denial. Jesus not only forgives 
Peter, but also commissions him to care for His sheep. This 
restoration is a great reminder that no matter our failures, the 
Lord calls us back and gives us another chance to fulfill our 
purpose.

Furthermore, in the dialogue with Peter about the disciple John, 
Jesus teaches us the importance of focusing on our own calling 
and mission, without comparing ourselves to others. Each of us 
has a unique purpose, and God calls us to fulfill the task He has 
assigned us.
regardless of what He does in other people's lives.

Finally, John’s Gospel ends with a declaration of its own 
authenticity and with a reference to the immensity of Christ’s 
works, which go far beyond what we can record. Jesus, in his 
greatness, cannot be contained by books or words. His work 
continues, in our lives and in the history of the Church.

Final reflection:This chapter challenges us to reflect on our walk 
with Christ. Like Peter, we all, at some point, have failed and need 
restoration. However, Jesus, in His infinite love, always offers us 
forgiveness and calls us to a mission of love and care. He reminds 
us that our focus should be on following Him, fulfilling the 
personal calling He has given us, and not worrying about the ways 
of others. The work of Christ is so great that we cannot 
comprehend it.
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completely, but we must live in such a way that our lives are a 
testimony to His greatness and mercy. Our response to this love 
must be a life of faithfulness, obedience, and mission.

May we, like the disciples, follow Jesus with all our hearts, 
trusting in His forgiveness and His direction for our lives.
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