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As trade expanded and economies developed,

ancient civilizations began adopting coins as a

standardized form of transactions. Before coins,

trade relied on bartering systems and later on the

use of heavy metal bars, such as gold and silver,

which were weighed on scales to determine their

value. Over time, empires realized the need to

control their economies more efficiently, introducing

minted coins with specific weights and values.

In the Old Testament, coin circulation was limited.

The directly mentioned coin is the daric, a gold coin

used by the Persian Empire, known for its purity and

consistent weight. However, Jews continued to use

weight-based systems like the shekel, the mina, and

the talent, representing units of silver or gold used in

commercial transactions and religious offerings.
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Introduction to Coins in Biblical Times



In the New Testament, coin usage was widespread

due to the influence of the Greek and Roman

empires. In Israel, there was a wide variety of coins

in circulation, including local, Greek, and Roman

coins, reflecting the cultural and political diversity of

the region. Coins like the Roman denarius, the Greek

drachma, the stater, and the as were common in

daily life, serving for purchases, taxes, and wages.

Each region had preferences regarding the type of

accepted coin. For instance, the Tyrian shekel,

known for its high silver purity, was the coin required

for temple tax payment. Older coins often held

higher value due to their purer metal content

compared to newer coins, which could be

adulterated with other metals.
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With many coins in circulation and the need for

conversion between different monetary systems, the

foreign exchange market emerged. Money

changers, who exchanged coins for a fee, were

common in markets and near the temple in

Jerusalem. However, many money changers were

notorious for charging exorbitant fees and deceiving

their customers, leading to criticism from both

society and religious leaders. In the New Testament,

Jesus drives out the money changers from the

temple, condemning their dishonest practices

(Matthew 21:12-13).

The monetary system in biblical times reveals not

only the functioning of ancient economies but also

the cultural, political, and religious impact of coins in

daily life. They were more than a medium of

exchange — they represented power, influence, and

often, greed. These coins carry stories that help us

better understand the contexts in which biblical

accounts unfolded.
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Weight measurements were widely used in trade

and transactions involving precious metals like gold

and silver, as well as high-value goods. For the

Jews, the basic reference weight was the shekel, but

there were other units that allowed for smaller or

larger measurements as needed. The Bible

emphasizes the importance of honesty in the use of

scales and weights, condemning fraudulent

practices (Proverbs 11:1).
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Currency and Weight in the 
Hebrew Scriptures



Currency and
Weight in the 
Christian Greek
Scriptures



1 Day’s wages
(12 hour)



2 Day’s wages

2 Day’s wages

4 Day’s wages



about
20 year’s wages

about
100 day’s wages

100 drachmas



Liquid and Dry 
Measurements
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Linear Measures.



Hours in the 
time of Jesus



Hours of the Day in
Jesus' Time

6th HOUR
noon

7TH HOUR
1pm
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8TH HOUR
2pm

2pm

9TH HOUR
3pm

10TH HOUR
4pm

11TH HOUR
5pm

12TH HOUR
6pm

1TH HOUR
7pm

2TH HOUR
8pm

3TH HOUR
9pm

4TH HOUR
10pm

5TH HOUR
11pm

SUNRISE SUNSET

The hours of a day in Jesus' time were counted from sunset to sunset
rather than midnight to midnight. 

The Jewish day is modeled on the Creation account in the reference to
"And there was evening and there was morning, the first day" 
(Genesis 1:5).



Lord God Almighty, we thank You for the

wisdom in Your Word, teaching us through the

times, measures, and weights of the Bible.

Just as every detail held meaning, help us to

value the lessons they bring to our faith. Guide

us to measure our days wisely, weigh our

actions with grace, and walk steadfastly in

Your truth.

AMEN!

MY PRAYER
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