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- As trade 'expanded_and eee_nornies devel'oped,': '
_ancient civilizations began adopting coins as a
- standardized form of transactions. Before coins,

trade relied "lon 'bartering systems and later on the-_ -

use of heavy metaI bars such as gold and silver, . |

which were werghed on scales to determrne the|r -

- value Over time, _empires realized the need to

control therr economles more efflcrently, mtroducmg
| mlnted corns W|th specn‘rc werghts and vaIues

' _In' th'e OId Te'stament cein circulatien 'Was 'Iimited
= -'The d|rectly mentioned coin rs the darlc a gold corn‘

- used by the Persian Emplre Known for |ts purity and

consrstent welght However Jews contrnued to use'.;
weight- -based systems like the shekel the mina, and

the talent, representlng units of silver or gold used in -

~ commercial transactions and religious offerings. =




'.'_In the New Testament corn usage was wrdespread:"':.i' o

f :f"'-;Z_f,-'f’.due to the rnfluence of the Greek and Ftoman"_:“:“_j:f
'- :'_"-emplres In IsraeI there was a W|de vanety of COInS'_:-':‘""_'"_:.:'_r;,_l_
- n C|rculat|on mcludmg Iocal Greek and Romanf__;f'_"':.-’.}-_:_7
'_'::'Zf_coms reflectlng the cuIturaI and pohtlcal drverSIty Of‘_:'_'
the regron Coms Ilke the Roman denanus the Greeksﬂ_’_’"
-._'::_":"'_drachma the stater and the as were common |n

: ﬁ_-'_'__.'_.;.dallyhfe servrng for purchases taxes and wages

7’.-"--;'.-:_._S_";anch reglon had preferences regardlng the type ef

"‘ "-?-:.:"'__'accepted coin. For. instance, the. Tynan shekel,

“'"i_:;:".i*,:-.',}known for lts hlgh snver purlty, was the com requrred -

for temple tax payment Older coms often he|d- _ .
'ﬁ:_ﬁ-"_"__'f_'_i__hlgher vaIue due to therr purer metal content—{""'""'

. _"-{compared to newer corns WhICh could be
-adulterated wrth other metaIs o .




With many coins in circulation and the need for
conver3|on between dtfferent monetary systems the
- foreign exchange market _emerged. Money .
~ changers, who exchanged coins for a fee were.
common in markets._.and near the temple in
J_erusalem.' However, many money changers were
notorious for..charging-exorbitant fees and-decetving -
their " customers Ieading to criticism from 'both |
somety and rellglous Ieaders In the New Testament_
~ Jesus dnves out the money changers from the
temple condemnlng their dlshonest practtces
(I\/Iatthew21 12:13). -

~ The monetary system in biblical times reveals not
 only the functioning of ancient economies but also
| thecultu_ral, pol_itic.al;. and religious impact of coins in '_

-~ daily life. They were more than a medium of
| exchange —_._,th,ey .rep'resentedpoWer, influence, and' _
_ often, greed. These coins 'Carry stories that' help us
 better understand the contexts |n WhICh blbltcal"_

accounts unfolded
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Currency and Weight in the
Hebrew Scriptures

Gerah (Y20 shekel)
0.579/0.01835 0z t
10 gerahs = 1 bekah

Bekah
5.79/0.1835 0z t
2 bekahs = 1 shekel
Pim

7.8 9/0.2508 oz t
1 pim = %3 shekel

Shekel
11.49/0.367 0z t
50 shekels =1 mina

Mina
570g/18.350z t
60 minas = 1 talent

Talent
34.2kg /1,101 0zt

Daric

(Persian, gold)
8.49/0.27 0zt
Ezra 8:27

Shekel weight

by Pastor Antonio Junior



Currency and
Weight in the . Lepton

: (Jewish, copper

Christian Greek | or bronze
H . Y2 quadrans
Scrlptures Luke 21:2

. Quadrans

: (Roman, copper
: or bronze)

. 2 lepta

: Matthew 5:26

. Assarion

. (Roman and

+ provincial, copper
: or bronze)

4 quadrantes
. Matthew 10:29




1Day's wages
(12 hour)

E (RDman_ siIVEr}

..'.: 3.85 g / 0.124 Ozt
" Matthew 20:10

. Drachma
| (Greek, silver)

' 3.49/0.109 ozt

" Luke 15:8




2 Day’s wages

2 Day’s wages

4 Day’'s wages

. Didrachma
. + (Greek, silver)

*,; 2 drachmas
. 6.89g/0.218 0z t
Matthew 17:24

Tetradrachma

Tetradrachma of Tyre
of Antioch

(Silver shekel of Tyre)

(Greek, silver: also called

. Tetradrachma
% silver stater)

4 drachmas

13.6g/0.436 0z t
Matthew 17:27



about

[ Mina
100 day’s wages "**s...... | 100 drachmas
100 drachmas 340g/109 0z t
Luke 19:13
1 mina
(approx 5009)
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20 year’'s wages L BT IS I ST h‘ﬁ’g e~

60 minas

1 talent
(approx 30 kg)

Talent

60 minas

20.4 kg /654 0z t
Matthew 18:24
Revelation 16:21




Liquidand Dry (¢
Measurements %}
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Liquid and Dry Measurements

Liquid Measures Dry Measures
Cor (10 baths / 60 hins) Homer (1 cor / 10 ephahs)
220 L/ 58.1gal 220 L/ 200 dry gt

Bath (6 hins)
22 /5.81 gal

Hin (12 logs)
3.67 L/ 7.75 pt

Log (¥z hin) Ephah (3 seahs/
0.31L/0.66 pt 10 omers)
22L/20dryqt

Seah (3% omers)
7.33L/6.66dryqt

Omer (1% cabs)
22L/2dryqt

Cab
1.22L/1.11dryqt

Quart
1.08 L /0.98 dry gt




Linear Measures.




Linear Measures.

Linear Measures € Fingerbreadth

(% handbreadth)
Long reed (6 long cubits) 1.85cm /0.73 in.
3.11m/10.2 ft

© Handbreadth
(4 fingerbreadths)

7.4cm/29in.
Reed (6 cubits) © span
2.67 m/8.75 ft (3 handbreadths)

22.2cm /8.75in.

Cubit

' Fathom
1.8m/6ft

Long cubit
(7 handbreadths)
51.8cm/20.4in.

Cubit (2 spans /
6 handbreadths)
44.5cm/17.5in.

Short cubit

38 cm/15in. 1 Roman stadium

% Roman mile
=185 m /606.95 ft t
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Hours in the
time of Jesus



Hours of the Day in
Jesus' Time

6th HOUR

noon

5TH HOUR 7TH HOUR
11pm - 1pm

4TH HOUR

8TH HOUR
10pm

ZEm

3TH HOUR 9TH HOUR
9pm € 3pm
2TH HOUR 10TH HOUR
Spm 4pm
11TH HOUR

1TH HOUR Spm

7pm 12TH HOUR

SUNRISE SUNSET

The hours of a day in Jesus' time were counted from sunset to sunset
rather than midnight to midnight.

The Jewish day is modeled on the Creation account in the reference to
"And there was evening and there was morning, the first day"
(Genesis 1:5).



MY PRAYER

'Lord God Alm|ghty, we thank You for ’me

- wnsdom in Your Word, teachlng us through the

tlmes measures and welghts of the B|b e.

~ Just as every detalil held meaning, help us to

value the Iessam@.gth@%MJngomBaur faith. Gwde_

~ us to measure our days wisely, weigh our

actions W|th grace and walk steadfastly |n__'-
Yourtruth | - ' -
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