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A chronology of the Apostle to the Gentiles.
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1AD 29 AD

Born It persecutes Christians,
in Tarsus, Cilicia starting in Jerusalem
(Acts 22:3). (Acts 22:3).

33-34 AD
He goes to Jerusalem and stays for 15 days I_Vleetting Christ
(Acts 9:26-29; Galatians 1:18-19). 90'"&(}?3 9?1'!‘55""3

46-48 AD

Separated by the Spirit

First missionary journey Meeting in Jerusalem
(Acts 13:1-3). (Acts 15:1-29).

52-56 AD

49-52 AD
Second missionary journey
Third missionary journey (Acts 15:36-18:22)
(Acts 18:23-20:38).
58-60 AD 64-65 AD

56-57 AD

Arrested in Jerusalem
(Acts 21:27-33 / 23:23 / 26:32).

. . Arrested in Rome,
Imprisoned in Rome, then released tried and executed
(Acts 27:1-2 / 28:16-31). (2 Timothy 4:6-8).
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE OF
w2, APOSTLE PAUL.

Paul of Tarsus, one of the most influential figures in
Christian history, was a unique interpreter of Christ's
teachings and a tireless missionary of the early
church.

Born in the city of Tarsus, a culturally rich metropolis in the
region of Cilicia, Paul possessed a rare combination of
Jewish heritage and Roman citizenship. This dual
status played a crucial role in his ministry, allowing him to
skillfully navigate the complexities of the Greco-Roman
world.

Raised in Jerusalem under the instruction of the renowned
rabbi Gamaliel, Paul initially stood out for his zeal for the
Mosaic Law, to the point of becoming a fierce persecutor
of the early Christians.



However, his life
took a dramatic turn
when, on the road to
Damascus, he had a
transforming

encounter with the
risen Christ.

By Pastor Antonio Junior

This event completely redefined his existence, leading
him to abandon persecution to become the most fervent
defender of the Gospel.

Paul not only adopted the faith he had once despised, but
also became the main apostle to the Gentiles, spreading
the message of Christ throughout the known world of the
time and writing letters that would form a large part of the
New Testament.

His career, marked by suffering, missionary journeys and
a profound Christocentric theology, continues to inspire
Christians to this day.



g WHO WAS ?
= APOSTLE PAUL.

The apostle Paul, also known as Saul of Tarsus, was

one of the most influential leaders of early Christianity and
the author of many of the letters that make up the New
Testament. Born in Tarsus, a city in the region of Cilicia
(present-day Turkey), Paul had a Jewish heritage and was
also a Roman citizen, which gave him certain privileges
and protection throughout his life.

Initially, Paul was a zealous Pharisee, deeply
committed to the Mosaic Law and Jewish traditions.
He stood out as a fervent persecutor of Christians,
considering them a threat to the purity of Judaism.

However, his life changed radically when he had an
encounter with the risen Jesus Christ on the road to
Damascus.
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This transformative encounter led him to
convert to Christianity and
one of its greatest defenders.

After his conversion, Paul dedicated his
life to preaching the Gospel,
especially among the Gentiles
(non-dewishs). He undertook several
missionary journeys, founding
churches in different regions of the
Roman Empire and writing
letters to Christian communities,
guiding them in the Christian faith and
practice. His epistles, such as
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians
and Ephesians, are fundamental

for Christian theology and

continue to influence

Christian faith and practice
to this day.



LETTERS OF PAUL

Paul's ministry and letters

Paul was imprisoned
30 AD.. 35 A.D. 40 AD.

several times for his
preaching and was

Saul persecutes the Church (31-33 A.D.)

Conversion of Saul (Paul) 34 A.D. Barnabas eve ntu al Iy martyred i n

takes Saul
to Antioch.

uao. ROMeE. His life and work left a

Paul in Arabia
and Damascus
34-37 AD

lasting legacy, and he is often
remembered as the “apostle
to the Gentiles” for his
dedication to bringing the
message of Christ to all

30 AD. 35 A.0. 40 AD. nations.

The ministry and letters of Paul

45 A.D. 50 A.D. 55 A.D. 60 AD. 65 A.D. 70 AD.

Paul in Rome 60-62 A.D.
Paul's first missionary journey 47/48 A.D. Paul is released and travels to Spain 62 AD.
Paul's second missionary journey 49-51 A.D.

Council of Jerusalem 49/50 A.D. Paul Is arrested again

in Rome 63-67 AD.
Paul's third missionary journey A.D. 52-57 in Rome A.D. 63-67.

Paul in Ephesus 53-56 A.D.
Paul awaits his trial in Caesarea Maritima 57-59 AD.

Paul appeals to Caesar 59 A.D.

Paul travels to Rome 59-60 AD.
Paul is executed by

Nero in 68 AD.
Romans 57 A.D. 1Timothy 63-65 A.D.
1Corinthians 55 A.D. Ephesians 60 A.D. 2Timothy 66-67 A.D.
Galatians 49 A.D. * 2Corinthians 55 A.D. Philippians 60-62 A.D.
1 Thessalonians 51 A.D. Colossians 60-62 A.D.
2 Thessalonians 51 A.D. Titus 63-65 A.D.
Philemon 60-62 A.D.
45 A.D. 50 A.D. 55 A.D. 60 A.D. 70 AD.

*Possible early date of Galatians. It may also date to A.D. 54-56.
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The difference between the names “Saul” and
“Paul” is related to the origin and cultural
context of each name. Saul (in Hebrew, “Sha'ul”)
was the apostle's Hebrew birth name, a common
name among Jews meaning “asked” or “begged”.

As a Jewish citizen and Pharisee, he was called Saul
in his youth and during his early life, especially in a
Jewish context.

“Paul” (in Latin, ‘Paulus’) is the Roman name he
began to use after his conversion and during his
ministry, especially among the Gentiles (non-Jews).



Paul was a Roman citizen,
which gave him rights and
privileges within the Roman
Empire. By using the name
“Paul’, he was more easily
identified with the Gentiles
and the Greco-Roman world,
facilitating his mission to
preach the Gospel to the
nations.

The transition from “Saul” to
“Paul” was not a unique or
symbolic event of his
conversion, as is often
thought, but rather a practical
reflection of the dual cultural
identity he possessed:
Jewish by birth, but also a
Roman citizen, and a
missionary among the
Gentiles.

The change of name reflects

his adaptation to the public
he was trying to reach.
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Paul of Tarsus was a follower and apostle
of Jesus Christ. Born a Jew and also a
Roman citizen, he received a rigorous
education based on the teachings of the
Law of Moses, which was crucial for the
development of his ministry in the future.
Author of at least 13 of the 27 letters that
make up the New Testament, Paul is
widely recognized as the most important
missionary in the history of Christianity.



30
APOSTLE
PAUL

Below is a list of 30 relevant
facts from the life of the
Apostle Paul, organized in
chronological order:




| am a Jewish, born in Tarsus of
Born in Tarsus (1 A.D.) : ’
( ) Cilicia, but brought up in this city and

Paul, also known as Saul, educated at the feet of Gamaliel

was born in Tarsus, CiIicia, /o according to the exactness of the law
of our forefathers, being zealous for

into a Jewish fam”y from the God, just as you all are today.” (Acts

tribe of Benjamin. 22:3)

“I was rigorously educated by He was brought up in

Gamaliel in the law of our forefathers O Jerusalem: From a young

and was as zealous for God as any age he was sent to
of you today.” (Acts 22:3)

Jerusalem, where he studied
under Gamaliel, one of the
most renowned rabbis of the

time.
Receives Roman
“Then the commander approached
=0 Paul and asked, 'Tell me, are you a
Roman citizen? He answered, “Yes, |
am.” (Acts 22:27-28)

citizenship: Paul inherits

Roman citizenship by birth, a
privilege that will be of great
importance in his ministry.

Becomes a Pharisee: Paul

“As for zeal, a persecutor of the becomes a Pharisee, high|y

church; as for the righteousness
which is in the law, b/ame/ess.o_
(Philippians 3:5-6) and Jewish traditions.

devoted to the Mosaic Law
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Working as a tentmaker: In
addition to his religious
education, Paul learns the
trade of making tents, which
he will use to support himself
during his missionary
journeys.

“Saul, still breathing threats and
death against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest.” (Acts

9:1) Oo—

Consents to Stephen's
death: Paul supports the
execution of Stephen, the
first Christian martyr, and
intensifies his persecution of
Christians.

“Suddenly a light from heaven shone
around him, and he fell to the ground

and heard a voice saying to him, O—

‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?” (Acts 9:3-4)

-0

“And since he was of the same trade,

/O he lived with them and worked; for

their trade was making tents.” (Acts
18:3)

He persecutes the
Christian Church (29 A.D.):
As a Pharisee, Paul begins to
persecute the followers of
Jesus, seeing them as a
threat to the purity of
Judaism.

“And Saul consented to his death.
That day there arose a great
persecution against the church which
was at Jerusalem.” (Acts 8:1)

Meeting Christ on the road
to Damascus (33-34 A.D.):
While traveling to Damascus
to arrest Christians, Paul has
a vision of the risen Christ,
which completely transforms
his life.
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Blind and then healed:
After meeting Christ, Paul
was blind for three days, but
regained his sight after being
healed by Ananias.

‘Immediately something like scales
fell from Saul's eyes, and he saw
again. He stood up and was

baptized.” (Acts 9:18) O———

Spends three years in
Arabia: After his conversion,
Paul spent three years in
Arabia, where he dedicated
himself to prayer and
reflection.

And straightway he preached Jesus
in the synagogues, that this is the

Son of God.” (Acts 9:20) O—

ﬂ

“Saul rose from the ground, and when
he opened his eyes, he could see

/O nothing. And leading him by the hand,

they brought him to Damascus.” (Acts
9:8)

Converts to Christianity: Paul
converts to Christianity and
recognizes Jesus as the
Messiah.

“Nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but |
went into Arabia and returned again to
Damascus.” (Galatians 1:17)

He returns to Damascus

and begins to preach: After

his time in Arabia, Paul
returns to Damascus and
begins to preach that Jesus is

the Son of God.
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Visits Jerusalem for the
first time as a Christian
(45 AD): Paul
Jerusalem and meets Peter

visits
and James, spending 15
days with them.

But when the brothers knew this,
they accompanied him to Caesarea
and sent him on to Tarsus.” (Acts
9:30)

He is called by Barnabas
to Antioch:
invites Paul to help teach in

Barnabas

the church in Antioch, where
the disciples are called
“Christians” for the first time.

“When they were in the service of
the Lord and were fasting, the Holy
Spirit said: Separate for me now,
Barnabas and Saul, for the work to
which | have called them.” (Acts
13:2)

O—

%

%

“After three years | went up to

/O Jerusalem to see Peter, and stayed

with him fifteen days.” (Galatians 1:18)

Goes to Tarsus: Due to
opposition in Jerusalem, Paul
is taken to Tarsus, where he
stays for about ten years.

‘And Barnabas went to Tarsus,
looking for Saul; and when he found
him, he took him to Antioch.” (Acts
11:25-26)

First missionary journey
(46-48 AD): Paul and
Barnabas are sent by the
church of Antioch to preach to
the Gentiles. They travel to
Cyprus and various regions of
Asia Minor.
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Participates in the Council
of Jerusalem (49 AD): Paul
returns to Jerusalem to
discuss the issue of
circumcision for  Gentile
converts, resulting in the
decision that Jewish law did
not apply to Gentile
Christians.

“Passing through Phrygia and the
region of Galatia, they were
prevented by the Holy Spirit from

preaching the word in Asia.” (Acts O—==

16:6)

Founding of the
Corinthian Church: During
his second trip, Paul spends
18 months in Corinth, where
he establishes a thriving
church.

“And when he had passed through
those regions, exhorting them with

many words, he came to Greece.” O—==

(Acts 20:2)

“Then the apostles and elders met
together to consider this matter.” (Acts
15:6)

Second missionary journey
(49-52 AD): Paul embarks on
his second missionary
journey, during which he
visits cities such as Philippi,
Thessalonica, Berea, Athens,
and Corinth.

“And he remained there a year and six
months, teaching the word of God
among them.” (Acts 18:11)

Third missionary journey
(52-56 AD): Paul begins his
third missionary journey,
focusing mainly on the Asia
Minor region and Ephesus,
where he spends three years.
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Writes several Epistles:

During his missionary
travels, Paul writes many of
his letters (Pauline Epistles)
to the churches he founded

and visited.

“And when the seven days were
fulfilled, the Jews of Asia, when they
saw him in the temple, stirred up all

the people and laid hands on him.” Qe

(Acts 21:27)

Defends himself before
the Sanhedrin and is
transferred to Caesarea:
Paul defends his faith before
the Sanhedrin and, due to a
plot to kill him, is transferred
to Caesarea.

‘But Paul said, | stand before
Caesar's judgment seat, where |
ought to be judged.” (Acts 25:10)

O—

P

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by
the will of God, and Timothy our
brother, to the church of God which is
in Corinth, with all the saints who are in
all Achaia.” (2 Corinthians 1:1)

He returns to Jerusalem
and is arrested (57-56 AD):
Paul returns to Jerusalem,
where he is arrested after a
disturbance in the Temple
and accused of desecrating
the place.

ﬂ

Appeal

"Paul looked at the Sanhedrin and
said, 'Brethren, | have walked before
God in all good conscience until this
day. (Acts 23:1)

to the emperor

Caesar : As a Roman citizen,

appeal to the

Paul exercises his right to
emperor

Caesar, leading to a trial in

Rome.
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He travels as a prisoner to
Rome (58-60 AD): Paul is
sent to Rome in custody, but
faces shipwreck in Malta
before reaching the capital of
the empire.

As soon as we arrived in Rome, the
centurion handed the prisoners over
to the captain of the guard, but Paul
was allowed to live separately on his
own with the soldier who was
guarding him.

“Preaching the kingdom of God, and
teaching with all freedom the things
pertaining to the Lord Jesus Christ,
without any hindrance.” (Acts
28:16;31)

He writes the Prison
Epistles: During his
imprisonment in Rome, Paul
writes Philippians,
Colossians, Ephesians and
Philemon, known as the
Prison Epistles.

“‘No one assisted me in my first
defense, but all forsook me; let this

not be imputed to them.” (2 Timothy Qe

4:16)

“When the number of days had
expired for us to set sail, and the
sailing was becoming dangerous, Paul
advised them.” (Acts 27:9)

Imprisoned in Rome, but
continues to preach: Paul is
under house arrest in Rome,
where he continues to preach
and write letters.

ﬂ

“Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and
his brother Timothy, and our beloved
Philemon, and our beloved Apphia,
and Archippus, our fellow soldier, and
the church in your house.” (Philemon
1:1-2)

Released from his first
imprisonment in Rome:
Paul is released from his first
imprisonment in Rome and
continues his ministry,
possibly traveling to Spain.
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He is arrested again and
returned to Rome (64-65
AD): Paul is arrested again
and taken back to Rome,
where he faces trial under
the emperor Nero.

“For | am already being offered as a
drink offering, and the time of my
departure is near. | have fought the
good fight, | have finished my
course, | have kept the faith." (2
Timothy 4:6-7)

“Mas tu sé sobrio em tudo, sofre as
aflicoes, faze a obra de um
evangelista, cumpre o teu ministério.”
(2 Timoteo 4:5)

Execution in Rome (64-65
AD): According to Christian
tradition, Paul was sentenced to
death by beheading on Nero's
orders, along the road linking
Rome to Ostia. This method of
execution was linked to the fact
that he was a Roman citizen,
which spared him a more brutal
and humiliating death.
Otherwise, Paul would probably
have faced a more severe
execution. The same tradition
states that, at the same time,
the apostle Peter was arrested
and, unlike Paul, was crucified
upside down in Nero's Circus.



5.« THE APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES.
5 APOSTLE PAUL.

Paul is known as the
“Apostle to the Gentiles”
because of his central role
in the expansion of
Christianity among non-
Jews, or Gentiles. After his
conversion on the road to
Damascus, Paul received
a specific divine
mission: to take the
Gospel to all nations,
breaking down the cultural
and religious barriers that
had previously limited the
Christian message to the
Jewish people.



He traveled extensively throughout the Roman Empire,
preaching in regions such as Asia Minor, Greece and
Rome, founding churches in predominantly Gentile areas.

Paul argued that faith in Jesus Christ was sufficient
for salvation, without the need to follow the Mosaic
Law, which opened the doors of the church to
Gentiles.

His inclusive theology and his letters to Gentile churches
solidified his reputation as the apostle who universalized
Christianity, making it accessible to all peoples,
regardless of their ethnic or religious background.

Galatians 2:8 - “For God, who worked effectively in Peter
for the apostleship of the circumcision, also worked
effectively in me for the Gentiles.”



MISSIONARY
JOURNEYS

% APOSTLE PAUL.

AN )
%

e 1=

Paul's missionary journeys were essential for
the expansion of Christianity beyond Jewish
borders and throughout the vast Roman
Empire. Throughout his life, Paul
undertook at least three major missionary
journeys, during which he founded churches,
preached the Gospel, wrote letters and faced
various adversities.



FIRST MISSIONARY

JOURNEY

(c. 46-48 AD)

Paul embarked on his first
missionary journey together with
Barnabas, leaving from Antioch in
Syria. They traveled to the island of
Cyprus and then to the region of
Asia Minor (present-day Turkey),
passing through cities such as
Perga, Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium,
Lystra and Derbe. On this journey,
Paul faced opposition from the
Jews, but he also converted many
Gentiles to Christianity.

"And while they were in the Lord's service
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said to them,
‘Now set apart for me Barnabas and Saul
for the work to which | have called them.’
(Acts 13:2)
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FIRST MISSIONARY
JOURNEY

- Companions: Barnabas and John Mark (part of the

trip)
- Main places visited: Antioch of Syria, Cyprus

(c. 46-48 AD)

(Salamis, Paphos), Perga, Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium,
Lystra, Derbe.

- Objective: To establish new churches among the
Gentiles.

“Passing through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were

prevented by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in Asia.”
(Acts 16:6)
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SECOND MISSIONARY
JOURN EY (c. 49-52 AD)

On the second trip, Paul separated

from Barnabas and took Silas as
his mission companion. They
revisited the churches founded on
the first trip and ventured further
afield, reaching Europe for the first
time. In cities like Philippi,
Thessalonica, Berea, Athens and
Corinth, Paul preached the Gospel

and established new churches. In
Philippi, he was arrested, but an
earthquake miraculously freed him,
leading to the jailer's conversion.

“Passing through Phrygia and the region
of Galatia, they were prevented by the
Holy Spirit from preaching the word in
Asia.” (Acts 16:6)
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SECOND MISSIONARY
JOURNEY (c. 49-52 AD)

- Companions: Silas, Timothy, and eventually Luke.

- Main places visited: Revisit the churches in Galatia,
Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea), Greece
(Athens, Corinth), and Ephesus in Asia Minor.

- Objective: To strengthen the existing churches and
expand Christianity to new areas, including Europe.

“Passing through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were
prevented by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in Asia.”
(Acts 16:6)
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THIRD MISSIONARY
JOURN EY (c. 52-56 AD)

During his third trip, Paul focused

on strengthening the existing
churches, especially in Ephesus,
where he spent around three years.
Ephesus had become an important
center of Christianity in Asia Minor.
Paul faced great opposition in
Ephesus, especially from craftsmen
who made idols, but his ministry

continued to expand. On this trip,
he wrote several of his epistles,
including 1 and 2 Corinthians and
Romans.

‘Now  when these things were
accomplished, Paul purposed in his spirit
to go to Jerusalem, passing through
Macedonia and Achaia, saying: After |
have been there, | must also see Rome."
(Acts 19:21)
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THIRD MISSIONARY
JOURN EY (c. 52-56 AD)

- Companions: Began with Silas and other disciples.

- Main places visited: Revisits the churches founded
on previous journeys, mainly in Asia Minor and
Greece (Ephesus, Macedonia, Corinth).

- Objective: To strengthen the existing churches, teach
and confront heresies.

"Now when these things were accomplished, Paul purposed
in his spirit to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia
and Achaia, saying: After | have been there, | must also see
Rome." (Acts 19:21)
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JORNEY TO ROME

AND IMPRISONMENT

Although it is not considered a
formal missionary journey, Paul
was arrested in Jerusalem and,
after appealing to the emperor
Caesar, was sent to Rome as a
prisoner. During this trip, he was
shipwrecked in  Malta, but
continued to preach the Gospel,
even under house arrest in Rome.
During this time, he wrote the so-
called Prison Epistles (Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians and
Philemon).

“Preaching the kingdom of God, and
teaching with all freedom the things
pertaining to the Lord Jesus Christ,
without any hindrance.” (Acts 28:31)

(c. 60-62 AD)
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JORNEY TO ROME
AND IMPRISONMENT

(c. 60-62 AD)

. Companions: In Roman custody, with centurions and
other prisoners; Luke probably accompanied him.

. Main places visited: Caesarea, Sidon, Cyprus (seen in
the distance), Crete, Malta (shipwreck), Syracuse,
Rhegium, Puteoli, Rome.

. Purpose: Paul was taken to Rome to be tried by Caesar;
along the way, he continued preaching and strengthening
the faith of the believers.

"For two whole years, Paul stayed in the house he had rented, and
welcomed everyone who came to see him. He preached the kingdom
of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ openly and without
hindrance." Acts 28:30-31
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Paul's missionary journeys were
fundamental to the spread of
Christianity, transforming it from a
localized movement in Judea into a
global religion. The churches he
founded and the letters he wrote
continue to have a lasting impact on

Christianity.



THE LETTERS

5. APOSTLE PAUL.

The letters of the Apostle Paul, also known
as the Pauline Epistles, constitute an
essential theological corpus for the Christian
faith and are fundamental in shaping the
doctrine and practice of the church. Each
letter was written with a specific purpose,
responding to the pastoral, theological and
ethical needs of the communities to which they
were addressed. Let's explore some of
these epistles with a theological focus,
considering the context and reason for
each one.



+ LETTERTO
~— THE ROMANS

The Epistle to the Romans is perhaps the
most systematic of Paul's letters, in which he
expounds justification by faith and the
sovereignty of God in salvation. Writing to
a community he had not yet visited, Paul
seeks to establish the theological basis for
unity between Jews and Gentiles, pointing out
that all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, but that they are justified freely by
grace through faith in Christ (Romans 3:23-
24). The letter addresses issues such as the
nature of sin, redemption, election, and life Iin
the Spirit, providing a robust doctrinal
framework for the church.




The letters to the Corinthians are direct
responses to the problems and challenges
faced by the church in Corinth. The first letter
addresses internal divisions, sexual
immorality, and issues related to worship
and spiritual gifts. Paul calls the church to
unity and holiness, emphasizing that love must
be the quiding principle of the Christian
community (1 Corinthians 13). The second
letter is more personal and defensive,
where Paul defends his apostleship against
those who criticized him and reaffirms the
theology of suffering and weakness as ways to
manifest God's power (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).




LETTERTO

In Galatians, Paul faces the challenge of
Judaizing influences that demanded
observance of the Mosaic Law for
salvation. Paul, deeply concerned about the
Galatians' drift away from the Gospel of grace,
writes forcefully to reaffirm that justification
comes by faith alone in Christ alone and not
by works of the Law (Galatians 2:16). He
argues that, in Christ, there is no distinction
between Jew and Gentile, and that all are
children of God by faith.



- LETTERTO
"EPHESIANS

Ephesians is a letter that expands Paul's
theological vision of the church as the body of
Christ. He emphasizes the unity of
believers in Christ, regardless of their
ethnic origins, as a mystery now revealed
(Ephesians 3:6). The letter also addresses
the spiritual battle, calling believers to put on
the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-18).
Ephesians is considered a circular epistle,
addressed to various churches in Asia Minor.




. LETTERTO
" THE
PHILIPPIANS

The letter to the Philippians is an epistle of
gratitude and encouragement. Paul writes
from prison, but despite his
circumstances, he exhorts the believers to
rejoice in the Lord (Philippians 4:4). He
reflects on Christ's humility and sacrifice as a
model for the Christian life (Philippians 2:5-11)
and expresses his unwavering confidence in
God's provision and sovereignty.
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., LETTER TO THE
v= COLOSSIANS

Paul writes to the Colossians to combat
heresies that threatened the purity of the
Gospel, such as nascent Gnosticism, which
distorted the nature of Christ and promoted a
spirituality based on ascetic practices. Paul
reaffirms Christ's supremacy over all
creation and his all-sufficiency for
salvation (Colossians 1:15-20). He warns
against misleading human philosophies and
exhorts believers to seek the things above,
where Christ is.




The letters to the Thessalonians (1 and 2 Thessalonians)
were written by Paul to the church in Thessalonica, a
young and fervent community, but confused about
eschatology (the end times). 1 Thessalonians was
written to encourage believers to persevere in the
faith, living Iin holiness and looking forward with
hope to the second coming of Christ. Paul makes it
clear that the dead in Christ will rise first and all believers
will be reunited with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

2 Thessalonians was sent shortly afterwards to correct
misunderstandings about Christ's return, assuring that the
“Day of the Lord” had not yet arrived and that certain
events, such as the revelation of the “man of
lawlessness,” must take place first. Paul also exhorts
believers to continue working and living in a
disciplined manner, avoiding idleness while awaiting
Christ's return (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12).
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N ¢ LETTERS TO TIMOTHY
" (PASTORAL EPISTLES)

The Pastoral Epistles (1 and 2 Timothy and
Titus) are addressed to church leaders,
providing guidance on ecclesiastical
organization and leadership, combating
heresies, and godly living. Paul exhorts
Timothy to be a good soldier of Christ, to
preach the word in season and out of season,
and to maintain sound doctrine (2 Timothy 4:2-
3). In Titus, Paul emphasizes the need to
establish faithful elders and encourages the
promotion of good works as a fruit of faith.



5 PHILEMON

The short letter to Philemon is a unique piece
in the Pauline corpus, focused on a personal
issue: Paul's intercession for the runaway
slave Onesimus, now converted. Paul
appeals to Philemon to receive Onesimus no
longer as a slave, but as a brother in Christ
(Philemon 1:16), showing the transforming
power of the Gospel in human relationships.

BY: Pastor Antonio Junior



Each of Paul's letters reflects his deep
pastoral and theological concern for the
churches he founded or influenced.
Through his epistles, Paul not only
addressed practical issues, but also laid the
foundations for Christian doctrine that
would continue to shape the church for
centuries to come. His ability to
contextualize the Gospel and apply it to the
specific needs of Christian communities has
made his letters eternally relevant to the

Christian faith.

by Pastor Antonio Junior



THE DEAD

YoX 7
v, APOSTLE PAUL.

Paul's death occurred in Rome around 64-67

AD, during the reign of Emperor Nero. After
being arrested for the second time, Paul was
tried and sentenced to death, probably
because his preaching of the Gospel was
considered subversive by the empire.

As a Roman citizen, he was spared
crucifixion and instead beheaded, a more
“dignified” form of execution.



Even in the face of death, Paul remained firm
in his faith, expressing in his last letters (such
as 2 Timothy) his confidence in receiving the
crown of Christ's righteousness. His death
marked the end of a life dedicated to the
service of the Gospel and left a legacy that
continues to influence Christianity to this day.
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The Bible does not contain a verse that directly describes
Paul's death. However, 2 Timothy 4:6-8 is often interpreted as
Paul reflecting on his imminent death:

"As for me, | am already being poured out as a drink offering,
and the time of my departure is near. | have fought the good
fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Now there
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lora,
the righteous Judge, will give me on that day; and not to me
only, but also to all who have loved his coming."

This passage expresses Paul's awareness that his death was near
and his confidence in receiving the heavenly reward.



MY PRAYER

Lord God Almighty, we thank you for guiding us through the
example of your servant Paul Just as he faced adversity and
tribulation without turning away from the Lord, we ask you to
strengthen us on our journey May we face our own challenges
with the same unwavering faith, knowing that the Lord is always
by our side Help us not to be discouraged by trials, but to see
them as opportunities to grow in faith and witness.

At the end of our journey, we will be able to say like Paul: “I have
fought the good fight, | have finished my career, | have kept the
faith. And may his grace lead us to the final victory, where we will
be eternally in his presence. In the name of Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith, we pray to you

¢

AMEN!




