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An illustrator needs a portfolio for
several reasons:

Showcasing Skills: A portfolio serves as a visual representation
of an illustrator's abilities and style. It allows potential clients
or employers to see examples of your work and assess whether
it aligns with what they're looking for.

Demonstrating Range: A porttolio can include a variety ot work,
demonstrating the illustrator's versatility and range. This can
be important because clients often have different needs

and preferences, so showing diversity in style and sub ject
matter can be advantageous.

Building Trust and Credibility: A well-curated portfolio helps
to establish the illustrator's credibility and professionalism.

It shows that you have experience and expertise in the field,
which can instill confidence in potential clients
or employers.

Attracting Opportunities: A portfolio serves as a marketing tool,
attracting potential clients, collaborators, or job opportunities.
Whether it's through online platforms, social media,

or in—person meetings, a strong portfolio can lead to new
projects and partnerships.

a PORTFOLIO is an essential

Networking: In creative industries, networking is crucial. tool for “,lustators to showcase
A portfolio provides a tangible way to share work with others, their ta,e,nt’ “ttmc,t
whether it's at industry events, through email correspondence, opportunities, and build

or on professional networking sites. It can spark conversations . Suc.cess{u.l =AFCEr I
| . the field of illustration.
and open doors to new connections and opportunities.




What does a good portfolio consist of:

1. Cover

2. Introduction or About Me Section

3. Your Skills Section (if applicable)

4. Porttolio

5. Services (if applicable)

0. Contact Information

7. Testimonials or Recommendations (if applicable)
&. Final Slide of Call to Action
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Cover:
The cover page of an illustrator's portfolio serves as the first impression
for viewers, so it's essential to make it visually appealing
Visual Aspect
® Visually striking image or illustration that represents your work

or style. This could be one of your standout pieces or a specially
created design for the cover page.

® Title (ex.: Portfolio) or Logo. This helps establish your brana
identity and makes it easy for viewers to identify whose
portfolio they're viewing.

® Tagline or Slogan: Consider including a short, catchy tagline or
slogan that encapsulates your artistic style or philosophy.
This can help set the tone for your portfolio and give viewers
a sense of what to expect.

® Introduction or About Me: Provide a brief introduction or
statement about yourself as an illustrator. (more on this on
the next page).

® Contact Information: Include your contact details, such as your
email address, phone number, and website URL; consider including
inks to your social media profiles.

Arrange the elements on the cover page in a visually appealing
and easy-to-follow layout. Use hierarchy to emphasize
important information, such as your name and contact details.
Consider adding a year.




Provide a brief introduction or statement

about yourself as an illustrator. This could Introduction
include your background, areas of expertise, or About Me’
and any other relevant information that

nelps introduce you to viewers.

Things to consider: Share your artistic mission or philosophy,

| expressing what drives you as an illustrator
@ Your photo or portrait and what you aim to achieve through

your work. This adds depth to your portfolio
and helps potential clients understand
& Moake it short your values and motivations.

@ Use the title "About Me"

® Stick to the professional side 11
i B
Style and Approach:
Describe your artistic style and approach
to illustration. Highlight what sets your work
apart from others and what themes,

® Add the languages you can speak technigues, or mediums you specialize in.
(I speak Russian and English)

® Add your art education/background
(if any - T am self-taught:)

® List the clients you have worked with
(if any), collaborations

® Share what work you are interested in
(children's books, board games, character design, etc.)

® Share your experience and achievements
(any awards or recognition you have received as an illustrator)




DO I REALLY NEED A PERSONAL TOUCH?

Ultimately, whether or not you include a personal
touch in your "About Me" section depends on your
preferences and the image you want to convey.

IT you feel comfortable sharing personal
anecdotes or insights, doing so can enrich your
portfolio and help you establish meaningful
connections with your audience. However,

if you prefer to maintain a more professional
tone, you can still create an impactful "About Me"
section by focusing on your artistic background,

style, and achievements.

Here's why adding a personal touch can be
beneficial:

-Humanizes Your Brand:

-Builds Trust and Rapport A\ ‘

-Memorable and Engaging
~-Creates Emotional Connections J
-Reflects Authenticity

DO I NEED TO LIST MY SKILLS?

Including a list of your skills in your illustrator
portfolio's "About Me" section can be beneficial,
but it's not always necessary.

Consider how you present your skills within your
portfolio. You can integrate them seamlessly into
your narrative or use visual elements such as icons
or infographics to enhance the presentation. This
not only makes your "About Me" section visually
appealing but also reinforces your skills through
design.

Including a skills list can demonstrate your
versatility as an illustrator, showing that you're
adept at various styles, mediums, or technigues.

This can be particularly valuable if you offer a

range of services or cater to diverse client needs.

Keep in mind that your "About Me" section should

be concise and focused on showcasing your unigue

gualities as an illustrator.




Your Portfolio Illustrations

When selecting illustrations to include in your portfolio, it's essential to curate a diverse

and cohesive collection that showcases your skills, style, and versatility as an illustrator.

Here are some types of illustrations you may consider including

Sample Pro jects:

Choose illustrations that demonstrate your ability to bring ideas to life, capture emotions, and tell stories effectively.
Various Styles and Technigues:

Include illustrations that vary in mood, tone, and visual aesthetic, showcasing your ability to adapt to different artistic chal-
lenges and client preferences.
Character Design:

Include a variety of characters, ranging from humans to animals to fantasy creatures, and demonstrate your ability to
convey personality, emotion, and storytelling through character design.
Book Tllustrations:

If you have experience illustrating books or children's literature, include samples of your book illustrations. Showcase spreads
or individual illustrations that highlight your ability to create captivating visuals that complement the text.
Concept Art:
If you have experience in concept art for animation, games, or film, include samples of your concept art work. Showcase

sketches, character studies, environment designs, and mood boards that demonstrate your ability to develop visual concepts
from initial ideation to final execution.

Personal Pro jects and Passion Pieces:

These illustrations can be particularly powerful in demonstrating your passion for illustration and your ability to bring your own
ideas to life.
As well as Editorial Tllustrations, Storyboarding, Client Work and Testimonials




TIps:

The person who'll be looking at your portfolio, does not need to get bored.
»We can add a rythm to it * ‘}

Mix your illustrations with sketches, silhouettes,

characters' emotion charts, mock-ups, or photos
with your work (postcards, books, games,
websites, etc.), color sketches, color palettes,

close-ups, details.

~=ge JOou May also add short descriptions to the above
elements, this will help to understand your

projects and illustrations better.

~=g» If you are working in more than one niche, or
offering different services, consider adding
sections (like board games work, book illustrations,

graphic design, editorial, etc.).




Final Slide - Call to Action (CTA)!

Encourage visitors to explore your portfolio further, contact you for inguiries, or follow
you on social media for updates on your latest work.

Commission Inguiries:

Encourage visitors to inguire about commissions or projects by including
a prominent call to action button or form. Use persuasive language

to prompt visitors to take action, such as "Get in touch for custom
illustrations" or "Reguest a guote for your project.”

Social Media Engagement:

Encourage visitors to connect with you on social media platforms where
you regularly share your work. Include links to your social media profiles
and invite visitors to follow you for updates on your latest illustrations
and pro jects.

Contact Information:

IT you mentioned contact info on the cover or "about me" page, you may
add some other contacts like social media links.

Feedback and Testimonials:

Invite visitors to leave feedback or testimonials about their experience
browsing your portfolio or working with you. This not only helps you gather
valuable insights but also enhances credibility and trustworthiness.

Thank You Message:

End your call to action page with a sincere thank you message for visiting
your portfolio and considering your work. Express appreciation for their
interest and assure them of your readiness to assist with their
illustration needs.

By including these elements in your call to action page, you can effectively guide visitors toward
taking meaningful actions that lead to potential collaborations, inguiries, or ongoing engagement with
your work as an illustrator.




Samples of Portfolio Cover Page
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Links to the author's projects at the end of the guide



Hello !

My name is WGh‘l' i KUS"’ ari,

An i“uS'I'r‘a‘{'or‘ from Jakar‘fa, Indonesia.
I specialize in Children's book
illus+ ration, bringing narrative
Sfor'tfl’e“ins to My work,

[ love capturing emotions through
characters, create moods with |l3h‘|’.
shadow and vibrant colours
combinations,

Samples of Portfolio About Me Page
(do not be shy to use your photo if you'd like)

Waicome to my porioso)
My it 15 03550, I currently
20 yrars ok, boen in Tangirarg, Indonesia

about me

Maonng 0 Visual  Communeation
Oesign of Now Modia ar 809
Nutantara Lnheesdy, 'm jatocestod
N naking creatse proeces, praphic
thesign, and Iestration

| eryy workiog with people and open
10 00 arfy xperenental studies

1 Detiove | can commaumicate

through Gesign and CroMmly

languages

Bahasa Indonesia
Natve

English
wemedinie

education

2062019

Athalia Senior High School
2019 - precen

Bina Nusantara University
Wiaual Communication Des:n
of Now Meda

current GPA 3.85 of 4.00

personal skills

Tearmdiock
Croutivity
Conmmunication
Tieme Managarmant
Froblemysobing

experiences

2020 - 202%

HIMDKY (Menpunan Mshasiywa Desain
Xi ihas Visual Bins Ny A

Gooneal Hoad

PIC of Plaza Desgn 2021

Detgn Dntson 2020

20202021

KLIFONARA (Klub Fotografi

Dina Nusantara)

Publc felanhon

Design Divisan it Natan: Exhitation

awards

2016

Ora et Labora Cup

20 Place Mury Compatitiin
7

St John Cup

3rd Place Mural Compatition
UPHC Cup

vt Place Mural Competition
018

Ajero Cup lzada School

nd Mace Mural Competition
20

Finalist of LIDM 2021

Digit Posier Dvtsion

20320 - 2021 2020 -2021

BINUS Student Learning Community  Rector Cup 2020
Sudgent Metor Seaff of Design Divion
2029, 2011 Rector Cup 2021
FYP Program BINUS University Cootdimator (f Desifn Drision
Freshimen Ueader 2001
Freshimen Pantnet TEDXBINUS University
2020 - 202) Coordinatar of Desgn Divison
BINUS University 2022
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m Adobe inDesign 2e28e000

@ Adobe After fffects @0 @900 G0

abilities
Graphic Desgn & Concept 1dea, Mugration,

Branting, Traditonal Draamg & Oigital Pairteg,
Basic Phatosraphy, Videogr aphy (Novice), Coantent Creator

@ (BI20N0T6H9 @ prssicactiiond
@ 1ES303080)

OF) Jessica annaticeazotaggmai com

* Contacto

& noctamymx@gmail.com

© Noctamy

@ Veracruz, México

* Sobre mi

Mi nombre es Amarel y soy
ilustradora, graduada en
Disefio y Comunicacion Visual
residiendo en Veracruz,
México.

La creatividad, -
concertualizaci_ony la teoria
del color son caracteristicas

de mi trabajo que me
esfuerzo en destacar.

* Habilidades
Procreate =+ = %+
Adobe lllustrator « = + % »

Adobe Photoshop # * # % ¥

Idioma inglés = # # = »

* Experiencia
2019-Presente

« Freelance

2020-Presente

* Creaci6n de contenido para redes
sociales de “Astrologia Millennial

2021

« Conferencista en la 31a Feria
Nacional del Libro Infantil y Juvenil:
Edicion Veracruz.

2022

» llustraciones y disefio de portada
para libro “Astrologia Millennial:
Encontrando tu historia en las
estrellas” con la editorial

“"Penguin Random House”

2023-Presente
» Creacion de contenido para redes
sociales de "Churro Co. by Gabrielas”

PERSONAL SKILLS

FIORELILA
FIESTAS

ABILITIES LANGUAGES CREATIVE FIELDS

I'm Pai, a Manila-based graphic artist and
designer who's all about creating

meaningful and illustration-driven visual ® Oraanized ® Macedonian ° v v
_ ) o experiences for people. . 9 . Graphlc 033'9"
Me gradué como periodista en el 2012, ® Time menagement ® English ® Photogr aphi ng
cuento con una amplia experiencia en I consider myself a detail-oriented, ® Strat ® Sepbj R,
el dmbito de la comunicacion externa hardworking person who's willing to learn rategy erbian ® Photo edlt.mg
e interna. En el 2023 decidi emprender at every step of the way. ® Creativity ® 3u|9ap;an ° Log oD esign
como ilustradora freelance. Mi pasion o R bl ® Croati . .
por las artes se transmite en mis ganas © raivillanayorégrail.con Sifpleiitie i et ® Branding & Identity
de aprender algo nuevo cada dia. Bé behance:net/paipitations ® Positive ® German ® Packaging Design
@ linkedin.com/in/paipitations ® Fast learner Web & Mobile Design

N o
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u RUSSIan s < 9 @ < My main task is to create original and memorable AT _. Q A RN B R AT _ a :
Hope Y© N AN AN N illustrations that can easily sink into the soul and convey p g e s G G PR ot e & T ——
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Links to the author's projects at the end of the guide



Samples of Some Other Slides

2 ; PEOPLE AND CULTURE Adobe llustrator / Adobe Photoshap / Procreate 2021-2023

sheer -

2020 — 2022

Personal Art

In my free time, | enjoy doing art for myself to

0.6'? Q’O"h v
: practice and have fun!
(R . ‘ These include fanarts of stuffs | love at the time,
= as well as some originals.
nfed749 #0073 LT 4955428
To me, doing personal art is like strolling by the
beach and having the ocean breeze blowing in
your hair; super refreshing!
Uriow
This 1= @ porsonal projoct about a Adobe |Hlustmtor
“cosmaetic magazing” desianed by Adobe Indongn
mysalf from content to layout Adobe Photoshop

*Beauty 5 the ultimate weapon of
wamon', This is the slogan that the
magazine was aiming for when it wis

built. The desgn is simple and uses opest (nd

Mnages malniy. With over SO namesdt
products 0ach product it curated o 2nd Yeae University
anhance thoir beauty. Finksh: 12/2022

THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES

UNICEF LATAM | 2023

The Emperor's new clothes is a 32 picture book in which a vain emperor cares
/ only for the clothing he wears. The Emperor gets taken advantage of when two
weavers tell him that they can create a fabric that will reveal anyone good or bad

Al

o

ILLUSTRATION \ in the whole kingdom.
Lo tagmns, ’ The bick foliows requiremeants of the Web Contént Atcessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2 Level AA for
RN R visually impairee Childrmen
R < /
——————— . ' / *The Emperor’s new cloak” characton
— ———1 | R a9 <
==n E— '(_ —_ x“m @ ==
¥ - L T — f LAYOUT DESIGN SOCIAL POST
« Bheer Magatine » Let's Smille
Storbucks Cotalon HoaSen Journay 2023
—_— C— s ; | Museum of Ao Dal < Zine
=4 —— 2 T— —_ -
“ "}’, or - ¢ e \\
= 4 o) 'w;(\' '.-':’—'. X k )
3 e 5 5 L /| W— 5
—_— N f ] » \ B -
= e ﬂ N '\\
BRANDING PACKAGING
« DOPS - Pat shop « Miou perfurne \
/
r VIDoQr /)/
The first shotches of the background and charmctor design <
Although It's stjil 3 bit difficult to build the zetting in the
undenworid, but overall still makes for 3 great wonderland,
)
2024 character design concept art audida.naritya@gmail.com
Klepon Vill
=
— - \ \ L

Adobe Photoshop . A4 . Digital

0
_ Concept Kiepon village is a personal project of mine. A story about friendship and adventure. This 1) When TakametKiepons (ponand sese) for:the first time as she
lllustration project with the theme story is inspired by Indonesia’s traditional snack called “KLEPON", a sweet treat made looks for plants in the forest.

VIRijg g

o / \ Y &= v R from glutinous rice flour filled with palm sugar. -
) ° ‘ -‘ .‘ ) ' AN "Mental Health". The concept of the 2 Pon and Sese took Taka to their village,

Links to the author's projects at the end of the guide



IT you're interested in exploring more
about illustrator's portfolio, hop over
to my YouTube Channell

I will be super happy to see you there!

BELIEVE IN
YOURSELF

Best wishes,
Irina



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXFFg2bJxmZaNd3m8TtwYgQ

Links to the authors' examples pages:

https://www.behance.net/qgallery/171578535/ILLUSTRATORS-PORTFOLIO?tracking source=search projects|illustrators+portfolio&I=11
https://www.behance.net/qgallery/146965653/Graphic-Design-Illustration-Portfolio?tracking source=project owner other projects
https://www.behance.net/gallery/154020263/PORTFOLIO
https://www.behance.net/gallery/187056741/Graphic-Design-Portfolio?tracking source=project owner other projects

https://www.behance.net/gallery/172149385/PORTFOLIO-2023-De-
signer—Illustration?tracking_source=search_pr0jects|illustrators+portfolio&l=26

httgs://www.behance.net/gallerg/’l77831349/P0rtf0—
i0-2023-Graphic-Designer-illustrator?tracking_source=search_pro jectslillustrators+portfolio&l=53

https://www.behance.net/gallerg/193444773/Portf0|io?tracking_source=search_projects|illustrators+portfolio&l=’125

https://www.behance.net/galler\a‘/187033081/ILLUSTRATION-Portfo—
i0-20237tracking source=searc projects‘illustrators+portf0|io&|=130

https://www.behance.net/gallerg/186492359/PORTFOLIO-—2023?tracking_source=search_projects|illustrators+portfolio&l=’l39
https://www.behance.net/gallerg/’l57378599/P0rtfolio—2022?tmcking_source=search_projects‘iIIustrators+portfolio&l=144

https://www.behance.net/gallery/190187871/Illustration-Charac-
ter-design-Portfolio-2023-202 ?tracking_source=search_projects|illustrators+portfolio&|=189

https://www.behance.net/gallery/187824543/Personal-Portfo-
lio—Graphic—design?tracking_source=search_projects‘illustrators+portf0lio&|=199

https:{ www.behance.net/gallery/173979343 /Resume-Portfo-
lio-An ong—Henrg—(CV)?tracking_source=search_projects|illustrators+portfolio&|=2’l1

https://www.behance.net/gallerg/’l65480575/Portafolio?tracking_source=search_projects|portfolio+design&l=200
https://www.behance.net/gallerg/’14’1883997/IIlustmtor—portfolio?tracking_source=search_projects\portfolio+illustrator&|=16

https://www.behance.net/qgallery/193420567/Portfolio-2024-Chil-
drens—Books—Illustrator?tracking_source=search_pr0jects‘portfolio+i|lustrator&|=38



