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SOC_100_SOCIOLOGY MIDTERM REVISION 
Multiple-Choice Questions 

1. What is one of the primary functions of social institutions? 

   A)To create economic disparities 

   B)To simplify human life 

   C)To promote individualism 

   D)To eliminate cultural traditions 

2. Which social institution is primarily responsible for the organization of 

public life? 

   A)Family 

   B)Education 

   C)Politics 

   D)Religion 

3. What is a key function of education as a social institution? 

   A)To regulate human behaviour 

   B)To provide workforce preparation 

   C)To organize production of goods 

   D)To create communication rules 

4. Which of the following is NOT considered a main social institution? 

   A)Family 

   B)Politics 

   C)Technology 

   D)Religion 

5. What type of family is established upon marriage and is legal for having 

children? 

   A)Family of Orientation 

   B)Family of Procreation 

   C)Extended Family 

   D)Nuclear Family 

6. In which type of family structure do both parents share equal power? 

   A)Patriarchy 

   B)Matriarchy 

   C)Egalitarianism 

   D)Extended Family 
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7. What is the term for a social bond based on common ancestry, marriage, 

or adoption? 

   A)Kinship 

   B)Marriage 

   C)Family of Orientation 

   D)Socialization 

8. Which marriage pattern involves having multiple spouses? 

   A)Monogamy 

   B)Polygamy 

   C)Endogamy 

   D)Exogamy 

9. What is one of the needs satisfied by the social institution of economics? 

   A)Spiritual self-sufficiency 

   B)Provision of material resources 

   C)Family continuity 

   D)Social order 

10. Which social institution is primarily responsible for the transmission of 

values and knowledge? 

   A)Family 

   B)Education 

   C)Politics 

   D)Religion 

11. What is the primary purpose of the family as a social institution? 

   A)To regulate economic transactions 

   B)To conduct socialization of individuals 

   C)To enforce political laws 

   D)To create religious beliefs 

12. What type of marriage involves a person having multiple wives? 

   A)Polyandry 

   B)Polygyny 

   C)Monogamy 

   D)Endogamy 
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13. Which of the following is a characteristic of the social institution of 

religion? 

   A)It organizes production and consumption. 

   B)It develops morality and regulates behavior. 

   C)It provides workforce preparation. 

   D)It creates communication rules. 

14. What is the term for a marriage involving one person with two or more 

spouses? 

   A)Monogamy 

   B)Polygamy 

   C)Polyandry 

   D)Endogamy 

15. Which type of marriage involves a man having multiple wives? 

   A)Polyandry 

   B)Polygyny 

   C)Exogamy 

   D)Monogamy 

16. What is the primary reason for the rise in divorce rates according to the 

text? 

   A)Increased religious observance 

   B)Greater individualism and independence 

   C)Higher economic stability 

   D)Decreased marriage rates 

17. Which demographic is identified as having the greatest risk of divorce? 

   A)Older couples 

   B)Couples with high income 

   C)Young couples with low education 

   D)Couples living in rural areas 

18. What trend has been observed regarding the age of first marriage from 

1950 to 2003? 

   A)It has decreased for both men and women 

   B)It has remained the same 

   C)It has increased for both men and women 

   D)It has only increased for women 
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19. What percentage of families with children under 18 were single-parent 

families in 2005? 

   A)10% 

   B)25% 

   C)33% 

   D)50% 

20. What is the primary focus of primary socialization? 

   A)Learning advanced skills for adulthood 

   B)Acquiring knowledge and skills necessary for daily life 

   C)Developing professional relationships 

   D)Understanding complex societal structures 

21. Which of the following is NOT a factor in basic human development? 

   A)Biological features 

   B)Social environment 

   C)Economic status 

   D)Cultural influences 

22. What is the main purpose of socialization according to the text? 

   A)To develop economic independence 

   B)To learn culture and adapt to new situations 

   C)To establish political connections 

   D)To enhance physical abilities 

23. During which stage of life does secondary socialization primarily occur? 

   A)Infancy 

   B)Adolescence 

   C)Adulthood 

   D)Elderly 

24. What is a significant change in family structure noted in recent trends? 

   A)Decrease in cohabitation 

   B)Increase in arranged marriages 

   C)Rise in cohabitation without marriage 

   D)Decrease in single-parent households 

25. How did Anna's lack of socialization affect her development? 

   A)She became highly skilled in survival 

   B)She was unresponsive to the outside world 

   C)She developed advanced communication skills 

   D)She formed strong attachments to her caregivers 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Page 5 of 43 

26. What is the role of social modeling in primary socialization? 

   A)It involves learning through formal education 

   B)It is based on copying the behavior of adults 

   C)It focuses on individual experiences 

   D)It emphasizes the importance of peer influence 

27. What is upward social mobility? 

   A)Losing a job or dropping out of school 

   B)Earning a college degree or landing a higher-paying job 

   C)Getting divorced or facing financial difficulties 

   D)Moving to a different country for better opportunities 

28. Which of the following best describes downward social mobility? 

   A)Achieving a promotion at work 

   B)Marrying someone with a high income 

   C)Losing a job or getting divorced 

   D)Receiving an inheritance 

29. What is intra-generational social mobility? 

   A)Changes in social position across generations 

   B)Changes in social position during a person's life 

   C)Mobility based on race and ethnicity 

   D)Mobility influenced by marital status 

30. How does inter-generational social mobility differ from intra-

generational social mobility? 

   A)It occurs only in childhood 

   B)It refers to changes in social position of children relative to their parents 

   C)It is only upward mobility 

   D)It is not influenced by education 

31. Which factor is mentioned as influencing mobility by income level? 

   A)Personal relationships 

   B)Geographic location 

   C)Position in the social class system 

   D)Educational background 
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32. What is a significant barrier to upward mobility for women, as 

mentioned in the text? 

   A)Lack of education 

   B)Earnings gap between women and men 

   C)Limited job opportunities in certain fields 

   D)Societal expectations regarding family roles 

33. How does marriage typically affect social standing? 

   A)It has no effect on social position 

   B)It generally pushes social standing upward 

   C)It leads to downward mobility 

   D)It only affects women’s social status 

34. What is one consequence of divorce on social position? 

   A)It often leads to increased income 

   B)It typically results in upward mobility 

   C)It makes social position go down 

   D)It has no impact on social mobility 

35. Which group has historically been noted as having more privilege in the 

United States? 

   A)Women 

   B)People of color 

   C)White people 

   D)Immigrants 

36. What is a common theme regarding social mobility and race? 

   A)All races experience the same level of mobility 

   B)Race has no impact on social mobility 

   C)White individuals generally have more opportunities for upward mobility 

   D)Social mobility is only affected by economic factors 

37. What is the significance of the earnings gap mentioned in the context of 

women's upward mobility? 

   A)It indicates that women earn more than men 

   B)It shows that women have equal opportunities as men 

   C)It highlights a barrier to women's upward mobility 

   D)It is irrelevant to social mobility 
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38. What should students do in addition to reviewing the slides for exam 

preparation? 

   A)Ignore the original lecture material 

   B)Only focus on the slides 

   C)Review all material related to the chapters 

   D)Discuss the slides with classmates 

39. What is a defining characteristic of social stratification? 

   A)It is solely based on individual differences. 

   B)It is a feature of society that persists across generations. 

   C)It is only relevant in modern societies. 

   D)It is determined exclusively by economic factors. 

40. Which of the following best describes a caste system? 

   A)A system that allows for easy social mobility based on individual efforts. 

   B)A social stratification system based on ascription or birth. 

   C)A system that is primarily focused on economic status. 

   D)A system that encourages social mixing and diversity. 

41. In which type of society is the caste system most commonly found? 

   A)Industrial societies 

   B)Agrarian societies 

   C)Post-industrial societies 

   D)Urban societies 

42. What is one of the key differences between caste and class systems? 

   A)Caste systems are more open to social mobility than class systems. 

   B)Class systems are based solely on birth, while caste systems are based on 

achievement. 

   C)Class systems allow for more social mobility compared to caste systems. 

   D)Caste systems are determined by individual merit, while class systems are 

not. 

43. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the class system? 

   A)It is based on both birth and individual achievement. 

   B)It is a closed system with no possibility for change. 

   C)It allows for social mobility through education and skills. 

   D)It can be influenced by meritocracy. 
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44. What method do sociologists use to determine social class that involves 

analysing hard facts? 

   A)Subjective method 

   B)Reputation method 

   C)Objective method 

   D)Qualitative method 

45. Which of the following is an example of ascribed status? 

   A)A person's job title 

   B)A person's level of education 

   C)A person's family background 

   D)A person's income level 

46. What does the term "role conflict" refer to? 

   A)The tension among roles connected to a single status. 

   B)The conflict among roles connected to two or more statuses. 

   C)The stress experienced in fulfilling a single role. 

   D)The harmony between different social roles. 

47. Which social class is characterized by low income and lack of security? 

   A)Upper Class 

   B)Middle Class 

   C)Lower Class 

   D)Working Class 

48. What is the primary factor that determines social mobility in a class 

system? 

   A)Birth order 

   B)Personal merit and achievement 

   C)Religious beliefs 

   D)Ethnic background 

49. How does the caste system in rural India differ from the class system in 

urban areas? 

   A)The caste system allows for more social mobility. 

   B)The caste system is based on individual achievements. 

   C)The caste system continues to shape lives more rigidly than the class 

system. 

   D)The caste system encourages social mixing and diversity. 
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50. What is the significance of endogamy in a caste system? 

   A)It promotes social mobility across different castes. 

   B)It encourages marriage within the same caste to maintain social boundaries. 

   C)It allows individuals to choose partners from any social class. 

   D)It is a practice that has no relevance in modern societies. 

51. Which of the following factors is NOT typically considered when 

determining social class? 

   A)Occupation 

   B)Personal interests 

   C)Education 

   D)Income 

52. What is secondary socialization primarily concerned with? 

   A)Learning behaviors as part of larger societal groups 

   B)Learning appropriate behavior as members of smaller groups 

   C)Developing professional skills for the workplace 

   D)Understanding the concept of social stratification 

53. In adult socialization, what distinguishes it from child socialization? 

   A)Adults are more likely to accept all social norms without question 

   B)Adults can resist or prevent unacceptable behaviors during the process 

   C)Adults do not undergo any form of socialization 

   D)Adult socialization occurs exclusively in the workplace 

54. What is the primary focus of professional socialization? 

   A)Preparing individuals for parenthood 

   B)Formal and informal preparation for work 

   C)Learning about social stratification 

   D)Understanding the role of mass media in society 

55. What does anticipatory socialization help individuals achieve? 

   A)A deeper understanding of social stratification 

   B)A certain goal, such as becoming a professional in a field 

   C)Acceptance of their current social identity 

   D)Resistance to societal norms 

 

 

56. What is a key characteristic of resocialization in total institutions? 

   A)It encourages the development of existing identities 

   B)It involves a two-part process of identity breakdown and rebuilding 

   C)It is solely focused on the individual's personal growth 

   D)It allows inmates to maintain their former behavior patterns 
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57. Which of the following is considered the most important agent of 

socialization? 

   A)Peer groups 

   B)Mass media 

   C)Family 

   D)Workplace 

58. What role does the school play in the socialization process? 

   A)It primarily focuses on teaching academic skills only 

   B)It socializes children into gender roles and follows a hidden curriculum 

   C)It has no significant impact on social identity 

   D)It is only concerned with preparing students for the workforce 

59. How does mass media contribute to socialization? 

   A)It only provides entertainment without any educational value 

   B)It informs about events and introduces various viewpoints on current issues 

   C)It has no influence on cultural awareness 

   D)It solely focuses on promoting consumer products 

60. What is the primary characteristic of social stratification? 

   A)It is based solely on individual achievements 

   B)It ranks categories of people in a hierarchy within society 

   C)It ensures equal distribution of wealth and power 

   D)It is a temporary state that changes frequently 

61. In the context of social stratification, what does wealth refer to? 

   A)Earnings from work only 

   B)Total value of money and assets minus debts 

   C)The same as income 

   D)A measure of social status 

62. What is a significant concern during middle adulthood (ages 40-65)? 

   A)Transitioning into old age 

   B)Conflicting priorities related to health, career, and family 

   C)Establishing a new social identity 

   D)Learning new skills for professional advancement 

 

63. What does the term "total institution" refer to? 

   A)A place where individuals are free to express their identities 

   B)An environment where daily life is controlled and standardized 

   C)A social group that encourages personal growth 

   D)A setting that promotes informal socialization 
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64. How does social inequality manifest in society? 

   A)Everyone has equal access to wealth and power 

   B)Individuals have different social statuses, wealth, power, or prestige 

   C)It is only a temporary condition 

   D)It is solely based on individual effort and merit 

65. What is the primary theme of the text? 

   A)The importance of technology in education 

   B)The impact of climate change on biodiversity 

   C)The role of community in personal development 

   D)The evolution of social media platforms 

66. Which of the following best describes the author's perspective on 

personal growth? 

   A)It is solely an individual journey. 

   B)It is heavily influenced by external factors. 

   C)It requires a balance of self-reflection and community support. 

   D)It is primarily driven by financial success. 

67. What does the author suggest is a key factor in fostering a supportive 

community? 

   A)Regular social events 

   B)Open communication and trust 

   C)Shared financial resources 

   D)Competitive activities 

68. How does the text characterize the relationship between personal 

development and community involvement? 

   A)They are unrelated concepts. 

   B)Community involvement hinders personal development. 

   C)Personal development is enhanced through community involvement. 

   D)Community involvement is only beneficial for certain individuals. 

 

 

69. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a benefit of community 

support? 

   A)Increased motivation 

   B)Enhanced creativity 

   C)Greater financial stability 

   D)Improved emotional well-being 
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70. What role does the author attribute to mentorship in personal 

development? 

   A)It is unnecessary for growth. 

   B)It provides guidance and encouragement. 

   C)It creates dependency on others. 

   D)It is only beneficial in professional settings. 

71. According to the text, what is a common barrier to effective community 

building? 

   A)Lack of interest in personal development 

   B)Miscommunication and misunderstandings 

   C)Over-reliance on technology 

   D)Excessive competition among members 

72. What is emphasized as a crucial skill for individuals seeking to improve 

their community? 

   A)Financial literacy 

   B)Conflict resolution 

   C)Technical expertise 

   D)Marketing skills 

73. How does the author view the role of diversity within a community? 

   A)It complicates relationships. 

   B)It is essential for fostering innovation and growth. 

   C)It is irrelevant to personal development. 

   D)It creates division among members. 

74. What is one method suggested for individuals to contribute positively to 

their community? 

   A)Isolating themselves to focus on personal goals 

   B)Volunteering for local initiatives 

   C)Competing with others for recognition 

   D)Avoiding discussions about personal issues 

 

75. In the context of the text, what does the author imply about the future 

of community engagement? 

   A)It will decline due to technology. 

   B)It will become more important as society evolves. 

   C)It will remain static and unchanged. 

   D)It will be replaced by virtual interactions. 
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76. What is the author's stance on the impact of social media on community 

building? 

   A)It has no impact at all. 

   B)It is detrimental to real-life connections. 

   C)It can enhance connections if used wisely. 

   D)It is the only way to build a community today. 
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Answers to Multiple-Choice Questions 

 

1. B) To simplify human life 

2. C) Politics 

3. B) To provide workforce preparation 

4. C) Technology 

5. B) Family of Procreation 

6. C) Egalitarianism 

7. A) Kinship 

8. B) Polygamy 

9. B) Provision of material resources 

10. B) Education 

11. B) To conduct socialization of individuals 

12. B) Polygyny 

13. B) It develops morality and regulates behavior. 

14. B) Polygamy 

15. B) Polygyny 

16. B) Greater individualism and independence 

17. C) Young couples with low education 

18. C) It has increased for both men and women 

19. C) 33% 

20. B) Acquiring knowledge and skills necessary for daily life 

21. C) Economic status 

22. B) To learn culture and adapt to new situations 

23. C) Adulthood 

24. C) Rise in cohabitation without marriage 

25. B) She was unresponsive to the outside world 

26. B) It is based on copying the behavior of adults 

27. B) Earning a college degree or landing a higher-paying job 

28. C) Losing a job or getting divorced 

29. B) Changes in social position during a person's life 

30. B) It refers to changes in social position of children relative to their parents 

31. C) Position in the social class system 

32. B) Earnings gap between women and men 

33. B) It generally pushes social standing upward 

 

34. C) It makes social position go down 

35. C) White people 
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36. C) White individuals generally have more opportunities for upward mobility 

37. C) It highlights a barrier to women's upward mobility 

38. C) Review all material related to the chapters 

39. B) It is a feature of society that persists across generations. 

40. B) A social stratification system based on ascription or birth. 

41. B) Agrarian societies 

42. C) Class systems allow for more social mobility compared to caste systems. 

43. B) It is a closed system with no possibility for change. 

44. C) Objective method 

45. C) A person's family background 

46. B) The conflict among roles connected to two or more statuses. 

47. C) Lower Class 

48. B) Personal merit and achievement 

49. C) The caste system continues to shape lives more rigidly than the class 

system. 

50. B) It encourages marriage within the same caste to maintain social 

boundaries. 

51. B) Personal interests 

52. B) Learning appropriate behavior as members of smaller groups 

53. B) Adults can resist or prevent unacceptable behaviors during the process 

54. B) Formal and informal preparation for work 

55. B) A certain goal, such as becoming a professional in a field 

56. B) It involves a two-part process of identity breakdown and rebuilding 

57. C) Family 

58. B) It socializes children into gender roles and follows a hidden curriculum 

59. B) It informs about events and introduces various viewpoints on current 

issues 

60. B) It ranks categories of people in a hierarchy within society 

61. B) Total value of money and assets minus debts 

62. B) Conflicting priorities related to health, career, and family 

63. B) An environment where daily life is controlled and standardized 

64. B) Individuals have different social statuses, wealth, power, or prestige 

65. C) The role of community in personal development 

 

66. C) It requires a balance of self-reflection and community support. 

67. B) Open communication and trust 

68. C) Personal development is enhanced through community involvement. 

69. C) Greater financial stability 
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70. B) It provides guidance and encouragement. 

71. B) Miscommunication and misunderstandings 

72. B) Conflict resolution 

73. B) It is essential for fostering innovation and growth. 

74. B) Volunteering for local initiatives 

75. B) It will become more important as society evolves. 

76. C) It can enhance connections if used wisely. 
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MCQ Questions: 

1. What is basic to human development according to the document? 

  A. Socialization 

  B. Education 

  C. Economics 

  D. Religion 

 

2. What is an example of upward social mobility? 

  A. Dropping out of school 

  B. Earning a college degree 

  C. Getting divorced 

  D. Losing a job 

 

3. What does the caste system determine in agrarian societies? 

  A. Social contacts 

  B. Occupation 

  C. Marriage laws 

  D. Religious beliefs 

 

4. What trend has been observed in American families regarding marriage? 

  A. Increasing marriage rates 

  B. Postponing marriage 

  C. Decreasing single parents 

  D. More marriages at younger ages 

 

5. What is one function of the social institution of family? 

  A. Economic cooperation 

  B. Political influence 

  C. Educational development 

  D. Religious practices 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. B 

3. B 

4. B 

5. A 
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1. What is socialization basic to? 

  A. Human development 

  B. Economic growth 

  C. Political stability 

  D. Cultural diversity 

 

2. What does intragenerational social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change in social position during a person's life 

  B. Change in social position between generations 

  C. Upward mobility of children 

  D. Downward mobility of parents 

 

3. What is the primary social institution that unites people in cooperative 

groups? 

  A. Economics 

  B. Family 

  C. Politics 

  D. Religion 

 

4. What is a characteristic of the caste system? 

  A. Encourages social mobility 

  B. Determines occupation 

  C. Promotes individualism 

  D. Allows for open social contacts 

 

5. What trend has been observed in American families regarding marriage? 

  A. Increasing marriage rates 

  B. Postponing marriage 

  C. Decreasing divorce rates 

  D. More arranged marriages 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. A 

3. B 

4. B 

5. B 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Page 19 of 43 

1. What is the primary function of socialization according to the document? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To earn money 

  C. To gain education 

  D. To form friendships 

 

2. What is an example of upward social mobility? 

  A. Dropping out of school 

  B. Earning a college degree 

  C. Getting divorced 

  D. Losing a job 

 

3. What does the family social institution primarily focus on? 

  A. Economic cooperation 

  B. Political influence 

  C. Religious beliefs 

  D. Cultural diversity 

 

4. What is a characteristic of the caste system mentioned in the document? 

  A. Encourages endogamy 

  B. Promotes social mobility 

  C. Allows for diverse occupations 

  D. Supports individual freedom 

 

5. What trend regarding marriage is noted in American families? 

  A. Increasing marriage age 

  B. Decreasing cohabitation 

  C. More early marriages 

  D. Less single parenthood 

 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. B 

3. A 

4. A 

5. A 
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1. What is the primary role of socialization in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What does social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change of social position 

  B. Stability in social status 

  C. Increase in wealth 

  D. Decrease in population 

 

3. Which social institution is primarily responsible for childbearing? 

  A. Economics 

  B. Family 

  C. Politics 

  D. Religion 

 

4. What is a significant trend in American families regarding cohabitation? 

  A. It has decreased 

  B. It has increased 

  C. It has remained the same 

  D. It has become illegal 

 

5. What is a characteristic of the caste system? 

  A. Encourages social mobility 

  B. Limits outside social contacts 

  C. Promotes individual freedom 

  D. Supports economic equality 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. A 

3. B 

4. B 

5. B 
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1. What is the primary purpose of socialization in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What does intergenerational social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change in social position during a person's life 

  B. Upward or downward mobility of children in relation to their parents 

  C. Change in occupation within a generation 

  D. Stability in social status 

 

3. What is a characteristic of the family as a social institution? 

  A. It is based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

  B. It focuses solely on economic cooperation 

  C. It promotes individualism 

  D. It discourages childbearing 

 

4. What trend has been observed regarding single parents in American families? 

  A. The number has decreased since 1970 

  B. 1 in 3 families with children under 18 had just one parent in 2005 

  C. Single parenthood is becoming less common 

  D. Most children are raised by both parents 

 

5. What is one way the caste system shapes people's lives? 

  A. Encouraging endogamy 

  B. Promoting social mobility 

  C. Allowing diverse occupations 

  D. Supporting individual freedom 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. B 

3. A 

4. B 

5. A 
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1. What is the primary function of socialization in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What does social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change of social position 

  B. Stability in social status 

  C. Increase in wealth 

  D. Decrease in population 

 

3. Which social institution is primarily responsible for childbearing? 

  A. Economics 

  B. Family 

  C. Politics 

  D. Religion 

 

4. What is a significant trend in American families regarding cohabitation? 

  A. It has decreased 

  B. It has increased 

  C. It has remained the same 

  D. It has become illegal 

 

5. What is a characteristic of the caste system? 

  A. Encourages social mobility 

  B. Limits outside social contacts 

  C. Promotes individual freedom 

  D. Supports economic equality 

 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. A 

3. B 

4. B 

5. B 
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1. What is the role of social experience in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What is an example of downward social mobility? 

  A. Earning a college degree 

  B. Landing a higher-paying job 

  C. Dropping out of school 

  D. Marrying someone with a good income 

 

3. What does kinship refer to? 

  A. Social bond based on common ancestry 

  B. Legal relationship involving economic cooperation 

  C. Social institution that unites people 

  D. Primary social group based on friendship 

 

4. What trend has been observed regarding the average age of marriage in the 

U.S.? 

  A. It has decreased 

  B. It has increased 

  C. It has remained the same 

  D. It has become illegal 

 

5. What is a characteristic of the family as a social institution? 

  A. It is based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

  B. It focuses solely on economic cooperation 

  C. It promotes individualism 

  D. It discourages childbearing 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. C 

3. A 

4. B 

5. A 
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1. What is the role of social experience in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What does intergenerational social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change in social position during a person's life 

  B. Upward or downward mobility of children in relation to their parents 

  C. Change in occupation within a generation 

  D. Stability in social status 

 

3. What is a characteristic of the family as a social institution? 

  A. It is based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

  B. It focuses solely on economic cooperation 

  C. It promotes individualism 

  D. It discourages childbearing 

 

4. What trend has been observed regarding single parents in American families? 

  A. The number has decreased since 1970 

  B. 1 in 3 families with children under 18 had just one parent in 2005 

  C. Single parenthood is becoming less common 

  D. Most children are raised by both parents 

 

5. What is one way the caste system shapes people's lives? 

  A. Encouraging endogamy 

  B. Promoting social mobility 

  C. Allowing diverse occupations 

  D. Supporting individual freedom 

 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. B 

3. A 

4. B 

5. A 
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1. What is the main purpose of socialization in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

2. What is an example of downward social mobility? 

  A. Earning a college degree 

  B. Landing a higher-paying job 

  C. Dropping out of school 

  D. Marrying someone with a good income 

 

3. What is the primary social institution that focuses on economic cooperation 

and childbearing? 

  A. Family 

  B. Politics 

  C. Economics 

  D. Religion 

 

4. What trend has been observed regarding the average age of marriage in the 

U.S. from 1950 to 2003? 

  A. It has decreased 

  B. It has increased 

  C. It has remained the same 

  D. It has become illegal 

 

5. What is a characteristic of the caste system mentioned in the document? 

  A. Encourages endogamy 

  B. Promotes social mobility 

  C. Allows for diverse occupations 

  D. Supports individual freedom 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. C 

3. A 

4. B 

5. A 
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1. What is the role of social experience in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What does intergenerational social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change in social position during a person's life 

  B. Upward or downward mobility of children in relation to their parents 

  C. Change in occupation within a generation 

  D. Stability in social status 

 

3. What is a characteristic of the family as a social institution? 

  A. It is based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

  B. It focuses solely on economic cooperation 

  C. It promotes individualism 

  D. It discourages childbearing 

 

4. What trend has been observed regarding single parents in American families? 

  A. The number has decreased since 1970 

  B. 1 in 3 families with children under 18 had just one parent in 2005 

  C. Single parenthood is becoming less common 

  D. Most children are raised by both parents 

 

5. What is one way the caste system shapes people's lives? 

  A. Encouraging endogamy 

  B. Promoting social mobility 

  C. Allowing diverse occupations 

  D. Supporting individual freedom 

 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. B 

3. A 

4. B 

5. A 
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True or False Questions: 

1. Socialization is essential for human development. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

2. Downward social mobility can occur by earning a college degree. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

3. The family is considered a primary social group based on kinship, marriage, 

or adoption. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

4. Cohabitation has decreased in American families from 1970 to 2005. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

5. The caste system encourages endogamy and limits outside social contacts. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

Answers: 

1. True 

2. False 

3. True 

4. False 

5. True 
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1. Social experience is not necessary for humans to learn their culture and 

survive. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

2. Intragenerational social mobility refers to changes in social position that 

occur during a person's life. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

3. The family as a social institution is solely focused on economic cooperation. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

4. The caste system is primarily found in industrial societies. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

5. Recent trends indicate that the average age for marriage has decreased since 

1950. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. False 

2. True 

3. False 

4. False 

5. False 
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1. Socialization is essential for human development. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

2. Intergenerational social mobility refers to changes in social position that 

occur during a person's life. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

3. The family is considered a primary social group based on kinship, marriage, 

or adoption. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

4. Cohabitation has increased in American families from 1970 to 2005. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

5. The caste system encourages endogamy and limits outside social contacts. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. True 

2. False 

3. True 

4. True 

5. True 
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1. Socialization is basic to human development. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

2. Social mobility refers to a change of social position in the hierarchical 

structure. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

3. The caste system is primarily found in industrial societies. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

4. Cohabitation in American families increased from 500,000 in 1970 to 5.6 

million in 2005. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

5. The family is a social institution that unites people in cooperative groups to 

care for one another. 

  True 

  False 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. True 

2. True 

3. False 

4. True 

5. True 
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1. What is the primary function of socialization in human development? 

  A. To learn culture 

  B. To gain wealth 

  C. To achieve fame 

  D. To develop technology 

 

2. What does social mobility refer to? 

  A. Change of social position 

  B. Stability in social status 

  C. Increase in wealth 

  D. Decrease in education 

 

3. What is a characteristic of the family as a social institution? 

  A. Based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

  B. Focuses solely on economic cooperation 

  C. Promotes individualism 

  D. Discourages childbearing 

 

4. What trend has been observed regarding cohabitation in American families? 

  A. Increased from 500,000 in 1970 to 5.6 million in 2005 

  B. Decreased since 1970 

  C. Remained stable 

  D. Only occurred in urban areas 

 

5. What is one way the caste system shapes people's lives? 

  A. Determining their occupation 

  B. Promoting social mobility 

  C. Allowing diverse occupations 

  D. Supporting individual freedom 

 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. A 

3. A 

4. A 

5. A 
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1. What is a significant factor contributing to upward social mobility? 

  A. Earning a college degree 

  B. Living in a rural area 

  C. Having a large family 

  D. Working part-time jobs 

 

2. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the family as a social 

institution? 

  A. Unites people in cooperative groups 

  B. Based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

  C. Focuses on economic cooperation 

  D. Encourages individualism 

 

3. What trend has been observed regarding the average age of marriage from 

1950 to 2003? 

  A. It has decreased 

  B. It has remained the same 

  C. It has increased 

  D. It has fluctuated significantly 

 

4. What is one of the main functions of economics as a social institution? 

  A. Organizes production of goods and services 

  B. Promotes social equality 

  C. Encourages cultural diversity 

  D. Facilitates personal relationships 

5. Which of the following statements about the caste system is true? 

  A. It is primarily found in industrial societies 

  B. It encourages social mobility 

  C. It limits outside social contacts 

  D. It promotes diverse occupations 

Answers: 

1. A 

2. D 

3. C 

4. A 

5. C 
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Questions: 

1. What role does social experience play in human development according 

to the document? 

2. What are the two types of social mobility mentioned in the document, 

and how do they differ? 

3. Describe the family as a social institution based on the information 

provided in the document. 

4. What are some recent trends in American families as highlighted in the 

document? 

5. What is the significance of the caste system in agrarian societies as 

mentioned in the document? 

Answers: 

1. Social experience is fundamental to human development as it allows 

individuals to learn their culture and survive. It shapes one's personality, which 

includes consistent patterns of thinking, acting, and feeling. 

2. The two types of social mobility mentioned are intragenerational social 

mobility and intergenerational social mobility. Intragenerational social mobility 

refers to a change in social position occurring during a person's life, while 

intergenerational social mobility refers to the upward or downward social 

mobility of children in relation to their parents. 

3. The family is described as a social institution that unites people in 

cooperative groups to care for one another, including any children. It is 

considered a primary social group based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

relationships. 

4. Recent trends in American families include an increase in cohabitation, with 

the number of couples living together without marrying rising from 500,000 in 

1970 to 5.6 million in 2005. Additionally, people are postponing marriage, with 

the average median age for marriage increasing since 1950. There is also a rise 

in single-parent households, with 1 in 3 families with children under 18 being 

led by a single parent in 2005. 

5. The caste system is significant in agrarian societies, such as India, as it shapes 

people's lives by determining their occupation, encouraging endogamy, limiting 

outside social contacts, and instilling powerful religious beliefs. 
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1. What role does social experience play in human development according 

to the document? 

2. What are the two types of social mobility mentioned in the document, 

and how do they differ? 

3. Describe the family as a social institution based on the information 

provided in the document. 

4. What are some recent trends in American families as highlighted in the 

document? 

5. How does the caste system influence individuals' lives according to the 

document? 

Answers: 

1. Social experience is fundamental to human development as it allows 

individuals to learn their culture and survive. It shapes one's personality, which 

includes consistent patterns of thinking, acting, and feeling. 

2. The two types of social mobility mentioned are upward social mobility and 

downward social mobility. Upward social mobility involves achieving a higher 

social status, such as earning a college degree or landing a higher-paying job, 

while downward social mobility refers to a decline in social status, such as 

dropping out of school or losing a job. 

3. The family is described as a social institution that unites people in 

cooperative groups to care for one another, including any children. It is 

considered a primary social group based on kinship, marriage, or adoption 

relationships. 

4. Recent trends in American families include an increase in cohabitation, with 

the number of couples living together without marrying rising from 500,000 in 

1970 to 5.6 million in 2005. Additionally, people are postponing marriage, with 

the average median age for marriage increasing since 1950, and there is a rise in 

single-parent households. 

5. The caste system influences individuals' lives by determining their 

occupation, encouraging endogamy (marriage within the same social group), 

limiting outside social contacts, and instilling powerful religious beliefs. 
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Midterm Summer 2025 Essay Questions: 

Topic 1: Social Institutions 

Essay Question 1: 

a) Compare and contrast the roles of the family and education as social institutions in shaping 

individuals and society. 

b) Analyse how recent trends such as mothers joining the workforce are transforming the 

traditional functions of the family. 

Essay Question 2: 

a) Discuss the functions of economics as a social institution. How does it fulfill individual 

and societal needs? 

b) Evaluate how this social institution influences cultural values and social behavior across 

different societies. 

Topic 2: Socialization 

Essay Question 1 

a) Explain the process of resocialization and its connection to total institutions. Provide an 

example to illustrate your point. 

b) Assess the potential positive and negative consequences of resocialization on an 

individual’s identity and social role. 

Essay Question 2 

a) Define socialization. What agents are dominant during primary socialization? 

b) Critically examine how peer groups and mass media shape the behaviour of teenagers in 

modern societies. 

Topics 3: Social Stratification 

Essay Question 1: 

a) Compare caste and class systems in terms of mobility, social control, and role assignment. 

b) Assess how the shift from caste to class in urban India illustrates changes in social 

stratification. 

Essay Question 2: 

a) Define intergenerational and intragenerational mobility. What factors contribute to each 

type? 

b) Analyze the impact of gender and/or ethnicity on an individual’s opportunity for social 

mobility, using examples to support your discussion. 
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Topic 1: Social Institutions 

Essay Question 1: 

a) Compare and contrast the roles of the family and education as social institutions in shaping 

individuals and society. 

Family: 

• Roles in Shaping Individuals: The family serves as the primary agent of socialization, 

especially during primary socialization, where individuals acquire language, basic skills, 

behavioral rules, attitudes, and cultural roles. It provides name identity, heritage, ascribed 

status, and an orientation to the world. It is responsible for the reproduction and education of 

societal members, and the organization of daily life. Children learn through social learning 

(reward and punishment) and social modeling (copying adults). 

• Roles in Shaping Society: The family's purpose is the reproduction and education of societal 

members, organization of daily life, and socialization of individuals by transferring values 

and norms. It is a fundamental social institution that unites people in cooperative groups to 

care for one another and is a primary social group based on kinship, marriage, or adoption. 

Education: 

• Roles in Shaping Individuals: Education provides workforce preparation, develops skills, 

and transmits values, knowledge, and skills across generations. It plays a crucial role in 

secondary socialization, preparing individuals for roles in larger society. 

• Roles in Shaping Society: Education is a social institution that aims to deliver knowledge to 

people and prepare them for their roles in society, contributing to the overall functioning and 

progress of society. 

Comparison and Contrast: Both family and education are vital social institutions that shape 

individuals and society by transmitting culture, values, and norms across generations. However, they 

differ in their primary focus and the stage of socialization they dominate. The family primarily 

handles early, or primary, socialization, focusing on fundamental personal and social development 

within a kinship-based structure. Education, on the other hand, is more formalized, focuses on 

intellectual and skill development, and is a dominant agent in secondary socialization, preparing 

individuals for broader societal roles and the workforce. While the family shapes personal identity and 

basic social behaviors, education is more geared towards cognitive development, specialized skills, 

and the societal roles necessary for economic and social participation. 

b) Analyse how recent trends such as mothers joining the workforce are transforming the 

traditional functions of the family. 

The trend of mothers joining the workforce is one of the "Recent Family Trends in America" 

mentioned in the slides, alongside cohabitation, postponing marriage, and single-parent households. 

Traditionally, families often adhered to a model where the father was the primary breadwinner and the 

mother was the primary caregiver and homemaker. When mothers join the workforce, this traditional 

division of labor within the family is transformed. 

• Economic Functions: The family's economic function, which historically might have been 

solely or predominantly fulfilled by one parent, often becomes shared. This can lead to 
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increased household income but may also necessitate changes in how household 

responsibilities, childcare, and daily life are organized. 

• Caregiving and Socialization: The primary role of the mother in direct, constant caregiving 

and socialization of children may be altered. Other arrangements, such as daycare, after-

school programs, or increased involvement from the father or other family members, may 

become more prevalent. This can broaden the range of socialization agents influencing 

children beyond just the immediate family. 

• Gender Roles: The shift challenges traditional gender roles within the family, promoting 

more egalitarian partnerships where both parents contribute to financial provision and 

domestic responsibilities. This transformation can lead to a redefinition of what constitutes 

"traditional functions" of the family, moving towards more flexible and shared 

responsibilities. 

Essay Question 2: 

a) Discuss the functions of economics as a social institution. How does it fulfill individual and 

societal needs? 

• Functions of Economics as a Social Institution: Economics, as a social institution, is 

primarily responsible for organizing the production, distribution, and consumption of goods 

and services. 

• Fulfilling Individual and Societal Needs: 

o Individual Needs: It fulfills individual material needs by providing access to the 

goods and services necessary for survival and quality of life (e.g., food, housing, 

clothing, healthcare). It dictates the means by which individuals can earn income 

(through labor or investment) to acquire these necessities and luxuries. 

o Societal Needs: For society, the economic institution ensures the sustained operation 

of the entire system by coordinating resource allocation and ensuring that essential 

goods and services are available to maintain the population and infrastructure. It 

creates systems for trade, labor, and capital flow that underpin the entire social 

structure, enabling society to function and develop. Without a functioning economic 

system, the basic material needs of the populace cannot be consistently met, which 

would lead to social instability. 

b) Evaluate how this social institution influences cultural values and social behavior across 

different societies. 

The economic institution profoundly influences cultural values and social behavior across different 

societies: 

• Cultural Values: 

o Materialism vs. Communalism: Societies with highly developed market economies 

often foster values of individualism, competition, and materialism, where wealth 

accumulation and consumption are prioritized. In contrast, more subsistence-based or 

communally-oriented economies might emphasize values like cooperation, sharing, 

and spiritual well-being over material gain. 

o Work Ethic and Success: Economic structures often shape cultural values related to 

work. In capitalist societies, a strong work ethic, innovation, and personal 

achievement are highly valued. In other systems, value might be placed more on 

collective effort, traditional practices, or social harmony over individual economic 

success. 
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o Social Status and Prestige: Economic success often translates into social status and 

prestige, influencing what a society deems as valuable or admirable qualities in its 

members. 

• Social Behavior: 

o Consumption Patterns: Economic systems dictate consumption patterns, 

influencing what people buy, how they use goods, and the role of consumerism in 

their lives. 

o Social Interactions: Economic activities drive many social interactions, from 

professional relationships in the workplace to commercial transactions. The pursuit of 

economic goals can lead to both cooperation and competition among individuals and 

groups. 

o Inequality and Conflict: The distribution of wealth and resources, which is a core 

function of the economic institution, directly impacts social stratification and can lead 

to social inequalities. These inequalities, in turn, can influence social behavior, 

potentially leading to class-based tensions, social movements, or varying levels of 

trust and cohesion within a society. 

o Family Structures and Education: Economic conditions can influence family 

structures (e.g., dual-income households, delayed marriage) and educational pursuits 

(e.g., choice of study based on job market demands). 

Topic 2: Socialization 

Essay Question 1: 

a) Explain the process of resocialization and its connection to total institutions. Provide an 

example to illustrate your point. 

• Resocialization: Resocialization is a process where an individual discards old behaviors and 

ways of life to adopt new and often very different ones. It involves a fundamental change in 

personality and social identity. 

• Connection to Total Institutions: Resocialization often occurs in "total institutions." These 

are settings where individuals are isolated from the rest of society for a period and are under 

the strict control and supervision of administrative staff. In such environments, all aspects of 

daily life—eating, sleeping, and working—are conducted in the same place and under the 

same authority. The purpose of total institutions is to break down existing identities and build 

new ones that conform to the institution's norms and expectations. This is typically achieved 

through a systematic process of rituals and routines, often involving rewards for conformity 

and punishments for non-conformity. 

• Example: A clear example of resocialization in a total institution is military boot camp. 

When individuals join the military, they enter a total institution. Upon entry, they are stripped 

of their civilian identity (e.g., through haircut, uniform, loss of personal possessions). They 

are then subjected to intense training, strict discipline, and a rigid schedule that controls every 

aspect of their day. The goal is to break down their individualistic civilian behaviors and 

attitudes and instill a new identity as a soldier, with values of obedience, teamwork, and 

loyalty to the military, along with specific combat skills and behaviors. 

b) Assess the potential positive and negative consequences of resocialization on an individual’s 

identity and social role. 

Positive Consequences: 
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• Adaptation and Integration: Resocialization can be positive when it helps individuals adapt 

to new, necessary social roles, such as becoming a parent, entering a new profession, or 

integrating into a new culture. It allows for personal growth and the acquisition of skills and 

behaviors essential for functioning effectively in a new social context. 

• Rehabilitation and Reform: In contexts like rehabilitation centers or therapeutic 

communities, resocialization aims to help individuals overcome detrimental behaviors (e.g., 

addiction) and adopt healthier lifestyles, leading to personal recovery and reintegration into 

society with a more positive social role. 

• Development of New Skills and Perspectives: It can lead to the acquisition of valuable new 

skills, knowledge, and perspectives, enriching an individual's identity and expanding their 

capabilities. 

Negative Consequences: 

• Loss of Identity and Autonomy: In coercive total institutions, resocialization can lead to a 

significant loss of personal identity, individuality, and autonomy. The constant control and 

pressure to conform can strip individuals of their self-worth and ability to make independent 

decisions, resulting in psychological distress or a feeling of being dehumanized. 

• Emotional Trauma: The process of breaking down old identities, especially if it involves 

harsh methods, can be emotionally traumatic, leading to long-term psychological issues. 

• Difficulty Reintegrating into Society: After prolonged periods in a total institution, 

individuals may find it difficult to reintegrate into mainstream society, as their resocialized 

identity and behaviors may not align with external social norms. This can lead to feelings of 

alienation or difficulty forming new social relationships outside the institutional context. 

• "Dehumanization": The process can sometimes lead to what is perceived as 

dehumanization, where individuals are treated as mere products of the system, rather than as 

unique individuals with inherent dignity. 

Essay Question 2: 

a) Define socialization. What agents are dominant during primary socialization? 

• Socialization: Socialization is defined as a lifelong social experience by which individuals 

develop their human potential and learn culture. It is a fundamental process that shapes 

personality and helps individuals adapt to new situations throughout their lives. 

• Dominant Agents During Primary Socialization: During primary socialization, which 

occurs in early life (baby, child, teenager), the most dominant agents are: 

o Family: The family is the most crucial agent, laying the foundation for all future 

socialization. It is where children first acquire language, learn basic skills, understand 

behavioral rules, develop attitudes, and internalize cultural roles. Learning occurs 

through both social learning (rewards and punishments) and social modeling (copying 

adult behaviors). 

o Friends (Peer Groups): While family is foundational, friends and peer groups also 

become increasingly influential during childhood and particularly adolescence. As 

children grow, the influence of family may gradually give way to the increasing 

importance of peer groups in shaping behaviors, attitudes, and social norms. 

b) Critically examine how peer groups and mass media shape the behaviour of teenagers in 

modern societies. 

Peer Groups: 
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• Influence: Peer groups are crucial agents of socialization for teenagers, often becoming more 

influential than family in certain areas. Teenagers seek acceptance and belonging among their 

peers, leading to strong conformity pressures. 

• Shaping Behavior: 

o Norms and Values: Peer groups establish their own subcultures, complete with 

specific norms, values, and styles. Teenagers learn what behaviors are considered 

"cool," "acceptable," or "unacceptable" from their peers, influencing their dress, 

language, music tastes, and leisure activities. 

o Identity Formation: Peer groups provide a context for identity exploration and 

formation, allowing teenagers to experiment with different roles and personas outside 

the immediate family structure. 

o Risk-Taking and Deviance: Peer influence can also contribute to risk-taking 

behaviors (e.g., substance use, rule-breaking) as teenagers may engage in such acts to 

gain peer approval or conform to group norms. 

o Emotional Support: Peer groups also offer emotional support, understanding, and a 

sense of shared experience that may not always be found within the family, especially 

during the challenging period of adolescence. 

Mass Media: 

• Influence: Mass media (TV, internet, social media, movies, music, video games) has become 

an omnipresent and powerful agent of socialization in modern societies, particularly for 

teenagers who are heavy consumers of digital content. 

• Shaping Behavior: 

o Exposure to Norms and Lifestyles: Mass media exposes teenagers to a vast array of 

lifestyles, values, and behaviors, often portraying idealized or exaggerated realities. 

This can influence their aspirations, perceptions of "normalcy," and understanding of 

social roles. 

o Consumerism and Materialism: Advertising and media content often promote 

consumerism and materialistic values, shaping teenagers' desires for certain products, 

brands, and lifestyles. 

o Social Trends and Fads: Mass media is instrumental in disseminating social trends, 

fads, and popular culture, influencing teenagers' fashion choices, slang, and 

recreational activities. 

o Body Image and Self-Esteem: Media portrayals of beauty and success can 

significantly impact teenagers' body image, self-esteem, and mental health, 

potentially leading to insecurities or unhealthy behaviors. 

o Political and Social Awareness: While often entertainment-focused, mass media can 

also raise teenagers' awareness of social issues, political events, and global concerns, 

shaping their opinions and civic engagement. 

o Technological Literacy: Constant interaction with mass media (especially digital) 

enhances teenagers' technological literacy and communication styles, which are 

crucial in modern society. 

Critical Examination: Both peer groups and mass media can exert immense pressure and influence 

on teenagers, sometimes leading to positive outcomes like social integration and awareness, and other 

times to negative ones like conformity to risky behaviors or unrealistic self-perceptions. The 

interaction between these two agents is also significant; media often amplifies peer trends, and peer 

discussions frequently revolve around media content. 
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Topics 3: Social Stratification 

Essay Question 1: 

a) Compare caste and class systems in terms of mobility, social control, and role assignment. 

Caste System: 

• Mobility: It is a closed system with very little or no social mobility. A person's social 

position is determined by birth (ascription) and is fixed for life. 

• Social Control: Social control is rigid. It dictates a person's entire future, including their 

occupation, and encourages endogamy (marriage within one's caste), severely limiting social 

contacts outside one's caste. Religious beliefs often reinforce the system, making it appear 

divinely ordained and unchangeable. 

• Role Assignment: Roles and occupations are ascribed at birth and are strictly inherited. 

Individuals are expected to perform the roles associated with their caste. 

Class System: 

• Mobility: It is a more open system, allowing for social mobility based on both birth and 

individual achievement. Individuals can move up or down the social hierarchy through 

education, career advancements, or other personal efforts. 

• Social Control: Social control is less rigid and relies more on economic factors and achieved 

status. While there are social norms and expectations, individuals have more freedom in 

choosing their partners and social contacts. 

• Role Assignment: Roles and occupations are achieved rather than ascribed. While family 

background provides a starting point, individuals can choose their professions and strive for 

different social positions based on their merit and efforts. 

Comparison and Contrast: | Feature - Caste System - Class System  

 Mobility | Very little; closed system (ascription). | Significant; open system (ascription + 

achievement). | | Social Control | Rigid; dictates life, endogamy, limited contact. | Flexible; economic 

factors, achieved status. | | Role Assignment | Ascribed at birth; strictly inherited occupations. | 

Achieved through effort; choice in professions. | 

b) Assess how the shift from caste to class in urban India illustrates changes in social 

stratification. 

The shift from a predominantly caste-based system to a more class-based system, especially in urban 

India, illustrates significant changes in social stratification: 

• Increased Mobility: In traditional rural India, the caste system largely determined one's 

occupation, social status, and marriage partners from birth, severely restricting social 

mobility. In urban India, while caste identity has not entirely disappeared, the class system 

has gained prominence due to industrialization, urbanization, and the rise of a market 

economy. This has led to increased intragenerational and intergenerational mobility. 

Individuals, particularly in cities, can achieve upward mobility through education, acquiring 

new skills, entering new professions (e.g., IT, finance), and accumulating wealth, regardless 

of their birth caste. 
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• Weakening of Ascription, Rise of Achievement: The urban environment emphasizes 

meritocracy more than traditional caste-based rural settings. Education and specialized skills 

(achievement) become more significant determinants of social position than inherited status 

(ascription). This means that a person from a lower caste background can potentially attain 

higher social standing and income through education and professional success, which would 

have been extremely difficult or impossible in a strict caste system. 

• Changing Social Interactions and Endogamy: While caste endogamy (marrying within 

one's caste) remains prevalent to some extent, urban anonymity and opportunities for inter-

caste interactions in workplaces, educational institutions, and public spaces have weakened its 

strict enforcement. This signifies a move away from the rigid social control mechanisms of 

the caste system. 

• New Forms of Inequality: While the shift offers greater opportunities for some, it also 

introduces or exacerbates class-based inequalities. The urban class system can create new 

divisions based on income, wealth, education, and access to resources, leading to disparities 

between the "haves" and "have-nots" that may not always align perfectly with traditional 

caste lines. Therefore, the transition indicates a move towards a more fluid, albeit still 

unequal, social structure driven more by economic and educational attainment than by 

birthright. 

Essay Question 2: 

a) Define intergenerational and intragenerational mobility. What factors contribute to each 

type? 

• Intergenerational Social Mobility: This refers to the upward or downward social mobility of 

children in relation to their parents. It examines how a child's social standing (e.g., in terms of 

occupation, education, income) compares to that of their parents. 

o Factors Contributing to Intergenerational Mobility: 

▪ Education: A child attaining a higher level of education than their parents 

often leads to upward intergenerational mobility. 

▪ Economic Changes: Broad economic shifts, such as the growth of new 

industries or the decline of old ones, can create new opportunities or 

eliminate existing ones, impacting a generation's ability to surpass or fall 

behind their parents. 

▪ Structural Mobility: Large-scale changes in society that affect the social 

position of a large number of people (e.g., post-war economic boom, 

technological revolution). 

▪ Public Policies: Government policies related to education, welfare, and 

employment can influence opportunities for different generations. 

• Intragenerational Social Mobility: This refers to a change in social position occurring 

during a person’s own lifetime. It tracks an individual's social standing from their entry into 

the workforce to their retirement. 

o Factors Contributing to Intragenerational Mobility: 

▪ Career Advancement: Promotions, job changes, or acquiring new skills that 

lead to higher-paying or more prestigious positions within one's career. 

▪ Education and Training: Pursuing further education or vocational training 

during adulthood can lead to upward mobility. 

▪ Economic Downturns/Booms: Recessions can cause downward mobility 

(e.g., job loss), while economic booms can create opportunities for upward 

mobility. 
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▪ Life Events: Significant life events such as marriage (marrying someone 

with a good income for upward mobility) or divorce (potentially leading to 

downward mobility) can impact an individual's social position. 

b) Analyze the impact of gender and/or ethnicity on an individual’s opportunity for social 

mobility, using examples to support your discussion. 

The provided slides explicitly mention the impact of gender and race/ethnicity on social mobility. 

Impact of Gender on Social Mobility: 

• The slides state that "Women have limited opportunity for upward mobility" and that an 

"Earnings gap between women and men still exists (80%)." This indicates a systemic 

disadvantage for women in achieving social mobility compared to men. 

• Example: Despite similar educational attainment, a woman might find herself in a lower-

paying job or face barriers to promotion (e.g., a "glass ceiling") in comparison to a male 

counterpart. The "earnings gap" means that even for the same work, women may earn less, 

which directly impacts their ability to accumulate wealth, invest, and achieve upward 

mobility. Furthermore, societal expectations regarding caregiving roles (e.g., primary 

childcare) can lead women to take career breaks or work part-time, slowing their career 

progression and limiting their opportunities for upward mobility. Marriage is noted to push 

social standing upward, and divorce can cause it to go down, affecting both genders, but the 

underlying gender pay gap and career trajectory differences indicate a distinct impact on 

women's long-term mobility. 

Impact of Race and Ethnicity on Social Mobility: 

• The slides note that "White people in the United States have always been more privileged." 

While specific numbers aren't provided for other racial groups in this document, this 

statement highlights that historical and ongoing systemic advantages or disadvantages based 

on race and ethnicity significantly influence social mobility opportunities. 

• Example: In many societies, racial or ethnic minorities may face systemic barriers such as 

discrimination in hiring, housing, and education, even when possessing similar qualifications 

to majority groups. This can manifest as: 

o Lower Income and Wealth Accumulation: Discriminatory practices and historical 

disadvantages can lead to lower average incomes and less accumulated wealth for 

certain ethnic groups, limiting their ability to invest in education or assets that 

facilitate upward mobility. 

o Limited Access to Networks: Social networks, which are crucial for career 

advancement, may be less accessible to certain ethnic groups due to segregation or 

historical exclusion from powerful social circles. 

o "Glass Ceiling" or "Bamboo Ceiling": Individuals from certain ethnic backgrounds 

might face informal barriers to reaching the highest levels of management or 

leadership, irrespective of their qualifications or achievements. 

In conclusion, both gender and ethnicity act as significant factors that can either facilitate or constrain 

an individual's opportunity for social mobility, often due to deeply ingrained societal structures, 

biases, and historical inequalities that influence access to resources, education, employment, and 

overall societal privilege. 

 


