
June 20th-July 11th 
Summer Mission Trip 



Howdy Neighbors

mission trip. In this letter I hope to share our vision for what God has called us 
to do in Bennington Vermont. 

First, a little background. We took our first trip to Bennington to work on 
been 

abandoned for 15 years and was condemned by the county government 
because parts of the steeple were falling into the streets below.  The church 
was given to the Green Mountain Baptist Association on condition they bring 
it up to current building codes. A project if contracted would take several 
million dollars. This is where NC Baptist Men came in.  

the next 3 summers.  It did 
not take millions of dollars, but a lot of prayer, sweat and hard work. Though 
the building was repaired, the state of Vermont was stone cold dead 
spiritually. Less than 2% of the population are professing Christians, and they 
did not want to hear about Jesus and His Good News. Baptist Men & 
Women did not give up. Summer after summer NC Baptists went to Vermont 
to demonstrate the love of Jesus. God blessed!  Now Phil Stedman, pastor 
at Capstone Baptist Church, (old stone church)-said things are changing.  
People are open to the sharing of the Gospel, attitudes towards Christians 
have radically changed, and people are being saved. A recent report 
showed, percentage wise, more people in Vermont are being saved than 
any state in the nation! God is Good! 

This summer will be our 9th trip to Vermont. We plan to work on Grace 
Christian School and Northeastern Baptist College. 

Michael Nelson



Now Your Part

Please pray about going with us.  We need carpenters, cooks, plumbers, 
electricians, roofers, flooring installers, painters, sheetrock hangers and 
finishers, cleaners, siding installers, workers with children and a lot of helpers 

yard sale donations, make monetary donations or donate goods or services 
from your business.

Want to know more about this trip?   See or call me.  Please, please pray for 
us as we go to represent Jesus to the people of Vermont.

Pray - God will be glorified.

Pray - For us to be clean vessels to carry the water of His love to a now 

thirsty people.

Pray - For guidance.

Pray - For protection.

Pray - For the weather.

Pray - For hearts to be prepared to receive the Good News of the Gospel.

Pray - For traveling mercies.

Pray - For strength to carry on.

Pray -

Pray - For me.

Pray - For Grace Christian School.

Pray - For Northeastern Bible College.

Pray - For our missions Yard Sale on May 4th.

Pray - Pray - Pray

Thank you,

Michael L. Nelson



 









The Mission
What:
Construction work on  Northeastern Bible College, Grace 
Christian School, and we hope to do something like Vacation 

Where:
Bennington, Vermont

When:
June 20th-July 11th

   Week One June 20-June 27

   Week Two June 27-July 4  

   Week Three  July 4 July 11

We plan to do construction on multiple sites each week!

How:  
John 15:1-8

Why:
God has done so much for us, why would we not want to glorify 
Him by helping others in His name?  Matthew 5:16

Michael
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Grace Christian School 

Grace Christian School is a non-denominational school that is centered on 

Biblical principles located in Bennington, VT.  Founded in 1997, GCS began 

with 35 students, grades K-5  in a church basement.  Currently located in a 

former Ramada Inn, GCS enrolls approximately 165 students pre-school 

through 12th grade.  Students have Bible as one of their core subjects and 

attend chapel once a week. 

An exciting aspect of our school community has been the increase of 

international students.  We have enjoyed having students from Moldova, 

Germany, Ukraine, Russia, S. Korea and Hong Kong.  These students are not 

allowed to practice Christianity in their homeland, but specifically requested to 

come to a Christian school and to be placed in a host family where they can 

seeking Christ in to a school where praise music plays in the halls and students 

and teachers alike openly share their faith. 

We are very grateful for all those who come alongside us to help GCS to the 

best it can be.  We have a beautiful campus, but it is one that requires 

tremendous upkeep.  Our teachers and staff earn about 1/3 of what they 

would make in a public school setting. Their responsibilities are at least twice as 

great.  Christian brothers and sisters coming along side us are a tremendous 

blessing!  Thank you for interest in GCS and in the cold (physically and 

spiritually) Northeast.  Vermont is the least churched state in the nation and 

GCS is working hard to change that. We deeply appreciate your prayers and 

support! 



 



Cost of Trip

There is a $100.00 first week charge for meals and lodging. This 
includes Sunday breakfast through Saturday breakfast (19 meals) 
and snacks. If you stay 2 or 3 weeks, each additional week is 
$100.00 per week. 

Mission trip insurance and t-shirts are $15.00 There is a suggested, 
optional $185.00 donation for materials that will be given to the 
scheduled projects for Bennington, Vermont.  Additional donations 
to help cover other materials are appreciated. Young people 
under 18 do not have to pay the $185.00 donation for materials. 

ravel ccident nsurance coverage is 
. This is a supplemental plan designed to help if needed

with deductibles or co-pays not covered by your personal 
insurance plan.  

Each person is responsible for their own airline ticket or you can 
drive up. We can pick you up at the Albany, NY airport (ALB) each 
Saturday, as long as you arrive by 6:00pm. We can return you to 
the airport as long as the flight is not an early morning flight.  You 
can also rent a car in Albany. This would give you the most 
freedom getting around as well as in picking flight times. 

Anyone under 18 must be in the church building by 10:00pm unless 
accompanied by their parent or legal guardian. 



Daily Schedule for Mission Trip

Attendance is required at all group functions!

Typical Weekly Schedule

Day Off
As with previous mission trips, volunteers are given 1 day off during the week 
for sightseeing.  However, you do not have to take the day off.  

6:00 am Good morning, you Happy Campers! 
Time for morning personal devotions.

7:00 am Breakfast as a group

7:30 am Morning devotion as a group

8 am Noon Work

Noon Lunch

12:30 pm Back to work

6 pm (approx.) Dinner as a group

7:00 pm Evening group devotion & testimony

Free time will be available after evening  
devotions

10 pm 6 am Lights out; quiet time

Saturday Travel to Vermont

Sunday AM Sunday worship as a group (Mandatory!!)

Sunday PM See local area and rest up for busy week

Monday-Friday Work on project

Saturday Travel home



From the Kitchen with Love

Our goal is to serve you the best possible meals.  We use real eggs, 
real potatoes, as many fresh fruits and vegetables as we can get, 
and good wholesome food.  If you feel led to join us in the kitchen, 
we would welcome you for the whole week, or whatever time you 
would give.  For instance, you might work with us 2 days and do 
construction other days.

Here is our schedule of 19 meals total: 
(Less than $5.26 per meal + snacks)

Sun: Continental Breakfast Lunch Supper
Mon: Full Breakfast Lunch Supper
Tues: Full breakfast Lunch Supper
Wed: Full Breakfast Lunch Supper
Thurs: Full Breakfast Lunch Supper
Fri: Full Breakfast Lunch Supper
Sat: Breakfast casserole Kitchen crew off 

*Please note that we will not be fixing anything for Saturday lunch
or supper.  When arriving, make sure to eat somewhere along the
way.

We need to know if you are diabetic or vegetarian.  Also, let us 
know if you have any food allergies.

Thank you!



Accommodations
We will be sleeping in school classrooms and meeting rooms.  The 
school has a kitchen, dining room, and showers.

Grace Christian School
104 Kocher Drive

Bennington, VT 05201

What is Required of You?

1. Daily Bible Study

Agree to start if not already involved

2. Daily Prayer

Pray for other members of the team
Pray for other groups participating in the project
Pray for Grace Christian School K-12-Bennington Northeastern
Bible College-Bennington
Pray for the mission trip itself

3. Learn to share the Gospel and to share your testimony.

4. Attend meetings about this mission trip.

5. Help with the fund-raising projects for the mission trip.

Yard Sale: Donate items, collect items and/or participate in the
event itself.
The yard sale will pay for equipment and material cost for the
camp and VBS. The yard sale will also cover fuel for the truck and
tool trailer to and from Vermont, some materials for jobs, and
other miscellaneous cost.



Preparing and Sharing Your Testimony 

-

-

-
-

-

-



IRS Deductions for Volunteer Mission Projects:

In consultation with the auditors and the Business Management, the following 
information may be helpful to you in obtaining an IRS charitable contribution 
deduction relating to your expenses for volunteer mission project.

Generally, you can claim a charitable contribution deduction for travel 
expenses necessarily incurred while you are away from your home performing 
services for a charitable organization only if there is no significant element of 
personal pleasure, recreation, or vacation in the travel.  This applies whether 
you pay the expenses directly or indirectly.  You are paying the expenses 
indirectly if you make a payment to the charitable organization pays you for 
your travel expenses.

The deduction for travel expenses will not be denied simply because you enjoy 
providing services to the charitable organization.  Even if you enjoy the trip, you 
can take a charitable contribution deduction for your travel expenses if you 
are on duty in a genuine and substantial sense throughout the trip.  However, if 
you have only nominal duties, or if for significant parts of the trip you do not 
have any duties, you cannot deduct your travel expenses. 

Deductible travel expenses include air, rail, and bus transportation; out of pock-
et expenses for your car; taxi fare or other costs of transportation between the 
airport or station and your hotel; lodging costs; and the cost of meals.

(Information from Publication 526, 2011 ed. of the IRS, p. 5-6)

To secure such deduction, all payments should be made payable to 



When/Where:  Saturday, May 2nd at 8:00 AM Beth Nelson Mission Impact Center

Why:  Proceeds from the sale will be used to pay for equipment, materials and 

Bennington, Vermont.

Items Needed:  Furniture, toys, kitchen items, tools, exercise equipment, jewelry, 
cars, boats, trains, sporting goods, collectables, appliances, electronic equipment, 
linens, odd stuff, or anything of value.  High value items are especially helpful!

Items We Cannot Use:  No

We are picking up items NOW, so go through your 
attics, garages, basements, and closets!

If you can, please drop off your items at:
Beth Nelson Mission Impact Center 

at Mud Creek Baptist Church 
403 Rutledge Drive, Hendersonville 

Donations

Please make checks payable 
to:

- -

Item 
Pick-Up

Danny Rector 
329-8863  or

Michael Nelson 
674-5974

If you own your own business, 
consider donating goods,  

services to be sold, or 
consider making 

a donation.










