The Northern Ireland Pet Travel Scheme
From 4th June 2025, The Northern Ireland Pet Travel Scheme allows the non-commercial movement of pet dogs, cats, ferrets and guide/assistance dogs between the UK and NI with a Northern Ireland Pet Travel Document (PTD). It replaces the need for an AHC, provided there is no onwards travel to the Republic of Ireland or the EU/Norway/Switzerland. 
Pet owners can still use an AHC to travel with their pet to Northern Ireland if they prefer, however this new Scheme offers a simplified alternative.
If there is planned onwards travel into the Republic or the EU/Norway/Switzerland, then a certified AHC is required.
Residents of Northern Ireland do NOT need a PTD when travelling from the UK to NI with their dog, cat or ferret.

Requirements 
The PTD is free-of-charge, and valid for the lifetime of the pet and for repeat trips. Each pet must have their own PTD. Owners can apply online here: Taking your pet dog, cat or ferret abroad: Travelling to Northern Ireland - GOV.UK, provided they meet the requirements below:
· Pets must be microchipped and over 12 weeks of age
· The owner must be over 16 years old and live at an address in Great Britain
· The nature of the movement must be non-commercial (no change of ownership)
Rabies vaccinations, tapeworm treatments, and certification by an OV are NOT required.
If an owner changes address, they will need to apply for a new PTD.

Travel Arrangements
· At the port or airport, the pet’s microchip will be scanned and it must match the microchip number on the PTD
· If travelling by air, the owner must notify DAERA at least 10 working days before travel by emailing: daeratradeimports@daera-ni.gov.uk
· Only one person can be named as the owner on a PTD, but the owner can authorise someone else to travel with the pet if needed (e.g. family member or pet courier). The authorised person will:
· Require the pet’s PTD
· Need written approval from the owner (e.g. letter, email or text message)
· Sign a declaration at the ferry port or airport
Further information on travelling to NI with eligible pets can be found on the DAERA website: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/great-britain-northern-ireland-pet-travel-guidance 
