ANIMAL HEALTH CERTIFICATES (AHCs)
Since January 2021, following Brexit, AHCs have replaced GB-issued pet passports.
AHCs are for travel between the UK and the EU, Norway, Switzerland or other part 1 listed countries such as Andorra. 
Since 4th June 2025, the Northern Ireland Pet Travel Scheme acts as a simplified alternative to AHCs for non-commercial movement of cats, dogs and ferrets travelling to Northern Ireland, but an AHC can still be used if necessary or preferred.
AHCs are only valid for one trip, up to 10 days from the date of issue. Once at the destination, they are valid for 4 months OR until the expiry of the rabies vaccine validity (whichever comes first) for onwards travel inside the EU/Norway/Switzerland/NI or for re-entry into the UK. The day of signing the AHC is considered day 1.
REQUIREMENTS:
To be eligible for an AHC, your pet(s) must:
· Be a dog, cat or ferret, and not an F1 hybrid (a direct cross between a wild cat and a domestic cat, or a wolf and a domestic dog).
· For the purposes of exports, F1 hybrids are considered wild animals, and therefore require a different export health certificate by an OV holding the OCQ(V) – SX qualification.
· Examples of cat hybrids include Savannah and Bengal cats.
· Be microchipped or have a legible tattoo imprinted prior to 3 July 2011
· Have a valid rabies vaccination
· This must be given at least 21 days before the date of completion of the AHC and the date of travel. The day of vaccination is day 0 when counting validity.
· The microchip must be scanned BEFORE or AT THE SAME TIME AS the rabies vaccine for the vaccine to be considered valid. The vet must record the reading of the microchip at the time of the rabies vaccine. If the microchip was not read, there is no way to confirm beyond doubt the specific pet(s) that was/were vaccinated. Without proof of this, the pet(s) would need to be vaccinated and wait 21 days before it/they could travel.
· Most rabies vaccines are valid for 1-3 years, depending on the manufacturer. You can find the datasheets on the Noah Compendium website.
· Rabies vaccines cannot be given before 12 weeks of age, therefore the youngest a pet can travel is at 15 weeks of age (12 weeks + 21 days).
· Rabies vaccinations do not have to be given by an OV or the vet that is providing your AHC. They can be given by any vet. 
· UK vets are not permitted to enter rabies vaccine details into an EU pet passport. The vaccination must be recorded on a vaccination card instead.
· A rabies antibody titre test is not required.
Other requirements for an AHC include:
· Non-commercial travel (any movement which does not involve the sale or transfer of ownership of a pet animal).
· Movement of less than five pets. However, more than five pets can be certified if they are over six months old and are taking part in shows or competitions. Evidence of registration in these shows or competitions will be required.
· The owner or authorised person must travel within 5 days of the pet(s).
· The ‘authorised person’ is a person who has authorisation in writing from the owner to move the pet(s) on the owner's behalf. The letter of authorisation must be carried in the hand luggage of the authorised person.
· An Owner Declaration form is included at the end of the AHC. The owner or the authorised person will need to sign this to confirm the non-commercial nature of the movement.

TAPEWORMING:
Cats and ferrets do not require tapeworming to travel with an AHC.
Dogs require tapeworming with an accepted product containing praziquantel if they are travelling to tapeworm-free countries i.e. Ireland (both Northern or Republic), Norway, Finland, or Malta. The treatment must be given 24-120 hours (1-5 days) before travel. 
Dogs also require tapeworming with an accepted product containing praziquantel to return to the UK, unless they are returning directly from the tapeworm-free countries (listed above). This treatment needs to be given 24-120hrs (1-5 days) before re-entry. 
This means that if your trip is less than 5 days duration before you return to the UK, you can get your pet treated for tapeworm the day before travel and this treatment will still be valid for re-entry into the UK.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:
You must supply evidence of your pet's microchip and rabies vaccine. These documents must be certified and attached to the AHC to make it valid. Outlined below are acceptable types of supporting documents.
The owner details (full name and address), pet(s) details (date of birth and microchip number) and rabies vaccination details (date given, name of vaccine manufacturer and brand, batch number, ‘valid to’ date, statement that the microchip was scanned at the same time) and, depending on the document type, your vet's name and signature and their practice stamp all have to be present in the supporting documents.
Clinical records: You must request that your vet practice email the clinical records directly to me at info@midkentpetcertificates.co.uk, stating your reference number. I cannot accept clinical records from pet owners to protect against fraud. Also, due to GDPR, I myself cannot request the records from your vet.
Pet passport: An old UK pet passport can be used as evidence if the rabies vaccine within it is not yet expired. An EU pet passport can also be used. The passport must also contain the vet practice address and telephone number.
Vaccination card: The rabies vaccine details and the vet’s name, signature and practice stamp must be entered immediately next to the rabies vaccination entry on the card.
Vaccination certificate: Some veterinary clinics now issue specific Microchip Reading & Rabies Vaccination certificates. If you obtain one of these, make sure it contains all the relevant information (outlined above) including the vet’s name, signature and practice stamp.
Previous AHC: I can verify your pet’s identity and their rabies vaccination status using a previously issued AHC, provided the rabies vaccine recorded in it is still valid. You must email clearly focused pictures of pages 1, 4, 8 & 9 (pages may be different depending on the language of the specific certificate) to info@midkentpetcertificates.co.uk, stating your reference number.

PLEASE NOTE: 
If the pet remains in the EU with its owner for more than four months or requires a rabies booster vaccination whilst in the EU, it will need a new certificate to return to the UK. This can be either an EU pet passport or a Great Britain Pet Health Certificate issued by a vet in the EU.
If a pet travels from the UK to the EU/NI/Norway/Switzerland with their owner using an AHC but will return to the UK accompanied by a different person (authorised by the owner), the owner declaration attached to the AHC for the outward journey is not valid for the return journey. However, the pet will still be able to return using the original AHC provided it is valid in all other respects. The authorised person must carry the original AHC that includes the original declaration, a new EU to GB owner declaration form downloaded from GOV.UK and an accompanying letter of authorisation from the owner confirming that they are the 'authorised person'. The new declaration and the letter of authorisation must be carried in the hand luggage of the person travelling with the pet (or joining it within five days of travel).
If you wish to travel with a pet that is less than 15 weeks old, this is only possible if the destination country accepts this. The pet must be microchipped, and either be travelling with their mother OR the owner must sign a declaration form that the pet has not been in contact with wild animals/rabies sources. The pet cannot return to the UK until they are 15 weeks old AND it has been at least 21 days since their primary rabies vaccination.
