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N icole Lee looksout of the small circular window as the plane 
yew across the countr.B ,esideherb with his nose Juried in the 

Hnance and Jusiness sections of the nationalnewspaperb sits her Jossb 
vason Aarge.B Tttractigeb richb powerfulb and totall.out of her leaFueB 
-he man has his own fan cluJ on GaceJook with desperatetwenQ
t.QsomethinFs and sinFle mothers all wantinF a piece of news aJout 
theJillionaire Jusinessman who had Jeen on the coger of ’z segeral 
timesB

AeCd had a fewsupermodel Firlfriends and a couple of actresses 
sniSnF around his tailb Jutwhen the. realijed that he was more interQ
ested in maintaininF his Jusinesssuccessb the. found another man to 
pluckB Ae was one of Rosmo maFajineCs mosteliFiJle Jachelorsb two 
.ears runninFB Tnd Nicole was fortunate enouFh to Jehis personal 
assistantB

-he conferencethe.Cre attendinF is JeinF hosted J. one of the new 
upQandQcominF hotels on thewest coastB vason is keen to attend segeral 
seminars and sob of courseb Nicolemust Fo with himB 

NicoleCs thouFhtson the Jusiness world are that it is simpl. too 
cutthroat to Fet ingolged inpersonall.B VheCs happ. to leage the touFh 
decision makinF to him and to Eustmake sure eger.thinF is orFanijed 
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to his likinFb from his co“ee in themorninFb to the followinF da.Cs …-o 
IoC listB 

Vhe turns andlooks at the yiFht attendant whob with a yirt. smileb 
hands Joth her andvason a Flass of sparklinF wineB T twinFe of EealQ
ous. prickles herb surprisesherB VheCd neger thouFht of vason in that 
wa.B VheCd alwa.s Jeen ger. cautiouswhen it came to interQoSce relaQ
tionshipsB VheCd pregiousl. left a EoJ whenher relationship with a seQ
nior manaFer ended Jadl.B ,rokenQheartedb sheCd Figenher notice and 
applied for a position at Aarge. ”ndustries where she wasune;pectedl. 
hired on the spotB Not wantinF to Eeopardije this new positionbshe 
gowed to neger Fet ingolged in an oSce romance aFainB

W” hope the hotelhas Figen us two rooms this timeb NicoleO3 vason 
smirks Jeside herB Vhe canCthelp Jut chuckleB -he last time the. tragQ
elled toFetherb the hotel had Jeen ogerJookedband the. were forced to 
share a roomB vason had Fallantl. taken the couchB

Iespite his networth of oger twent.QHge Jillion dollarsb vason AarQ
ge. is a downQtoQearth kindof Fu.B Vureb he has his mansion and a nice 
e;pensige lu;ur. carb Jut thatCsitB No prigate Eetb no penthouse suites 
in lu;ur. hotels? heCs more than happ.Eust to hage a comfortaJle Jedb a 
hot showerb and meal at the end of the da.BYhen he takes Nicole with 
himb howegerb it seems he likes to Fige her a tasteof lu;ur.B 

-his tripb heCsordered two suites in the ’olden Glower hotelb one of 
the newest lu;ur. resorthotels in the cit.b congenientl. located riFht 
across the street from thecongention centerB -hereCs a twinkle in his 
e.es as he smiles at herB Nicolesmiles and sips her wineb uncertain what 
to make of his radiant FajeB

Tn hour laterb shewakes when vasonCs Fragell. goice coa;es her from 
her slumJerB WNicoleb itCstime to wake upB YeCre aJout to start our 
descentB3 Nicole stretches as sheJlinks her e.esB -he.Cge Jecome a little 
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dr. due to the caJinCs rec.cled airBVhe realijes vasonCs hand is on her 
kneeB

WAmmB -hat was anice little catnapb3 she murmurs sleepil.B WAow 
lonF was ” outM3

WTJout twent.minutesb3 vason sa.sb foldinF up his newspaperB 
W5ou made the cutest littlesnorinF noisesb3 he sa.s with a smirkB

Nicole Flares athimB W” do not snoreK3 she sa.s indiFnantl.B
W5ou mostcertainl. dob3 he smirksB WNowb hurr. up and stop poutQ

inF that prett. mouth of.oursB Tnd Juckle .our safet. Jeltb or ”Cll do 
it for .ouB3

Nicole narrows here.es in thouFht as vason puts his newspaper 
awa. in his Jriefcase and stands upto put it Jack in the ogerhead 
compartmentB Yas he Eust yirtinF with herM ”tcertainl. seems that wa.B 
,ewilderedb she straiFhtens her skirt oger her kneesand settles Jack 
into her seatb adEustinF her seatJelt Jefore securinF it ogerher hips and 
lockinF it into placeB

,eside herb vasonsettles Jack down and FrinsB ”tCs FoinF to Je a lonF 
and interestinF conferenceif his Jehagior continuesB

T short timelaterb Nicole and vason check into their hotel and follow 
the porter as heFuides them to their roomsB W-he Hrst conference is at 
elegenQthirt.b3 vasonsa.s when the. reach her suiteB W”n the meantimeb 
wh. donCt .ou Fo and enEo.the poolM3 

Nicole smilesB W”think ” willB3
vason Frins andwinks as he heads for his own roomB
Nicole shuts thedoorB T swim sounds Eust riFht for her moodB -he 

weather is ForFeousb and sheJrouFht alonF a stunninF Jlue oneQpiece 
swimsuit that sheCs Jeen d.inF to tr.out all summer Jut hasnCt Jeen 
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aJle to due to work commitmentsB Vhe slips intothe HFureQloginF 
swimsuit and admires her Jod. in the mirrorB Vhe was Htwithout 
lookinF like a stick HFure and curged in what one of her e;QJo.friendQ
shad duJJed …all the riFht placesCB Vhe pulls her lonF dark hair Jack in 
apon.tailb ties on a saronFb then FraJs a towel and heads for the poolB

-he e.es of a fewJusinessmenb who are oJgiousl. there for the 
conferenceb are Flued to Nicole asthe. pass her in the hallB Vuddenl.b 
she hears a thud and then a mu6edapoloF.B !ne of the poor souls 
oJgiousl. hadnCt Jeen watchinF where he wasFoinF and had Jumped 
into someoneB

Nicole takes thelift down to the pool areaB !n the pool deck she 
claims a sunQlounFerb pullsher hair free from its Jandb unties her 
saronFb and walks to the edFe of thepoolB Vhe takes a deep Jreathb 
then diges Fracefull. into the cr.stalQclearwaterB Vmall wages form in 
her wake as she swims underneath the surface for afew .ards Jefore 
JreakinF the surface with a FaspB

WNicel. doneb :iss:ontroseb3 vason sa.s from a sunQlounFer nearQ
J.B

WIid .ou dige inhiFh schoolM3 he sa.s with a FrinB
W-wo .ears of hiFhdiginF and endless swimminF carnigalsb3 she 

sa.sb leaninF on the edFe of thepoolB
W5ou certainl.hage the Jod. for itb3 vason sa.s earnestl.B 
Nicole feels herface yush at the complimentB -hen she pushes o“ 

from the side and Jackstrokesher wa. across to the other side of the 
poolB Vhe knows vason is watchinF heras she works her arms and leFs 
propellinF her to the edFe of the pool where sheleft her saronF and 
towelB

Ts she haulsherself upb the water driJJles tantalijinFl. down her 
Jod.B Vhe twists her hairand lets it rain upon the sunJaked terracotta 
tiles to splash at her feetB Vomeof the Jlondeb ogerl. done women who 
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yaunt their surFicall. enhanced wareslike trophies Flare at her as she 
wraps herself in her towelb Fathers her Fearband walks on oger to sit 
Jeside vasonB 

WVob ” heard that ell. VinFleton will Je hereB Tre .ou FoinF to make 
another o“er on hiscompan.M3 she asked vason as she settled in Jeside 
himB

T waiter comes J.with a fresh Flass of Vcotch for vasonB 
W:a.Jeb3 vasonsa.sB W”t depends on how thinFs Fo with this conQ

ferenceB3 Ae sips the Vcotchwith a hum of appreciation for the yagorB 
WAe was .our old Jossb wasnCt heM3vason asks with an air of indi“erQ
enceB

W5esb he wasb3Nicole sa.sb carefull.B
WNothinF elseM3vason asksb e.einF her knowinFl.B
W el and ”O3 Vhetakes a deep JreathB WYe were ingolgedO ”t didnCt 

end wellb so ” decided toleage the compan. and Hnd m. wa. to someQ
thinF JetterB Tnd ” found itb3 shesa.sb makinF a show of pickinF up 
her phone and checkinF the timeB W”Cd JetterFo showerb3 she sa.sB W’et 
read. for the conferenceB3 ”tCs a lame e;cuse?the.Cge Fot two hours 
Jefore the conference startsb Jut airinF her …dirt.laundr.C to her Joss 
has suddenl. made her uncomfortaJleB ,efore vason can sa.an.thinFb 
she picks up her saronFb ties it securel. around her middleb wrapsher 
hair in her towebl and walksb Jriskl.b Jack inside the hotelB 

–art of herwonders where sheCd Fone so wronF with the charisQ
maticb handsomeb and ohQsoQdesiraJle ell. VinFletonB –erhaps neither 
of them was read. for the commitment necessar.to make a relationQ
ship workB  ell. was scared aJout losinF his part.inFlifest.leb whereas 
Nicole was e;actl. where she wanted to Je in her career andwas read. 
to start a famil.B

-he.Cd had amassige arFument aJout their futureb and in a Ht of 
anFerb  ell. had Fone outwith the Jo.s to a niFhtcluJB !ne of her 
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friendsb who worked as a Jartender atthat ger. cluJb had sent her a 
picture of  ell. in the arms of an unknownJlonde womanB

Nicole forwardedthe picture to  el with the messaFeq YeCre doneB 
’oodJ.e ' Food luckB -hensheCd Fone to his place and FraJJed her 
clothes and other JelonFinFsB VheCdalso left the ke. to his apartmentb 
as well as the necklace he had Figen herbon the taJle in the kitchen so 
heCd Hnd it when he Hnall. staFFered home atthree in the morninFB8 

”t had taken her a.ear and a lot of Firl timeb marFaritasb and tissues 
to Fet oger himB -he:onda. after the incidentb she Fage her notice 
and JeFan scourinF the EoJsection of the newspaperB -hankfull.b she 
found the position where she nowworked for vason Aarge.B

Ts she strips andsteps into the showerb Nicole wonders what her life 
miFht hage Jeen like with ell. on her armB Vhe siFhs and washes the 
chlorine and salt from the pool outof her hair and o“ her Jod.B Vhe 
will neger knowB

-he conference islonF and JorinFb Jut there is an upside U the orFaQ
nijers are hostinF a lagishdinnerB

Nicole hurries upto her suite to chanFe into somethinF formalb a 
fullQlenFth Freen dress with aplunFinF Jackb scooped neckb and no 
sleegesB Vhe completes the outHt with amatchinF clutch purse and a 
ForFeous pair of kitten heelsB VheCs st.led herhair into lonFb yowinF 
wagesb put on her makeQupb and is Hnall. read.B

vason knocks onher door promptl. at segen pBmB Ais e.es Jehold 
herb in her HFureQloginF dressand with her st.lish makeup and hairB 
W5ou look amajinFb3 he sa.sb with FenuinesurpriseB

WTnd .ou need tolearn to dress .ourselfb3 she sa.sb reachinF up to 
adEust his tieB 
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W-hen ”Cd hage noe;cuse to come and see .oub would ”M3 he FrinsB
Nicole Jlushes andlooks awa. until he lifts her chin with his HnFers 

and Jids her e.es to meethisB Vhe would neger tell him thisb Jut the 
siFht of him in a dinner suit makesher heart race a little Jit faster than 
it shouldB T soft smile parts vasonCslips when he tells herb W5ou reall. 
are JeautifulB3

Nicole takes adeep Jreath and FraJs her purseB WYe should Fob3 she 
sa.sB

W5eahb3 vasonaFreesb Wwe shouldB3 -hen he o“ers her his arm and 
escorts her down the hallB 

-he reception roomis Hlled with sounds of chatter and clinkinF 
Flasswareb as well as the scentof a thousand coloFnes and perfumesB 
Nicole looks oger at the paréuet danceyoorB Vegeral couples dance to 
the soft Eajj pla.ed J. the fourQpiece JandBYaiters serge drinks and 
hors d1oeugres to the FuestsB vason takes a Flass ofsparklinF wine for 
Nicole and a Flass of Vcotch for himselfB Vuddenl.b Nicolespots  ell. 
VinFleton chattinF with some of the other FuestsB AeCs spotted hertoo 
and is on his wa. oger to see herK ”n a panicb Nicole e;cuses herself 
tovasonB Vhe tells him that she thinks she recoFnijes an old friend from 
colleFeand that sheCs FoinF oger to speak with herB Yithout a second 
Flanceb Nicolewalks straiFht past  ell. as she heads for the other side 
of the roomB  ell.stops and watches herb totall. stunnedB

T short timelaterb Nicole is speakinF with the ger. preFnant wife of 
one of the Fuests whendinner is sergedB LookinF at the womanCs Jell.b 
her happ. smile and radiantFlowb Nicole Jecomes painfull. aware of 
her own desire to Jecome a motherB Vhemakes her wa. Jack to the 
dininF taJle Jut skids to a stop when she sees wheresheCll Je sittinFB 
!n one side of her is vasonb her ger. handsome current JossBTnd on 
the other side of her is  ell.b her ger. handsome former Joss and …:
rBYronFC himselfB YhatCs she FoinF to doM Vhe canCt aJandon dinnerB 
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Vhe canCtemJarrass vasonB -hereCs nothinF she can do Jut deal with itB 
Vob she steps upto the empt. seat Jetween vason and  ell.B ,oth men 
stand up in a sweetbFentlemanl. fashionB 

W’ood egeninFbNicoleB Logel. to see .ou? .ou are lookinF ForFeous 
as alwa.sb3  ell. sa.sB Aisgoice showinF no animosit. toward her at 
allb despite the apprehension she feltat seeinF him aFainB

Gor vasonCs sakeband for the sake of the possiJle Jusiness acéuisition 
he is aJout to makebNicole smiles and returns the pleasantriesB W”tCs 
Food to see .ou toob :rBVinFletonb3 she sa.sb takinF his handB

 ell. lifts herknuckles to his mouth and presses a soft and Fentle 
kiss aFainst her skinBNicole canCt help the shiger that runs down her 
spine as she feels his lipsaFainst her skinB :emories comeb unJiddenb 
of their time toFetherb sweetlogemakinFb delicious kissesb and warm 
handsQon sensitige yeshb all makinF herface yushB Vhe sits down and 
picks up a Flass of waterb takinF a lonF sipJefore puttinF the Flass down 
aFainB

Nicole is tenseand nergous as the two men talk aJout JusinessB -wo 
handsome menb one on eitherside of herb one whom she has knownb 
and the other whom she would like to knowBVhe eats in silenceb alQ
lowinF them to discuss their plans without distractionBOntil she feels 
a Fentle hand on her shoulderB Nicole turns to  ell.B WNicoleb3he 
sa.sb with a smile on his Jeautiful lipsb Wwould .ou honor me with 
thisdanceM3 

Nicole looks up athim and nodsB -hen he takes her hand and leads 
her out to the dance yoorB

vason keeps an e.eon them the whole timeB
Nicole feels ell.Cs hands secure around her Jod.b a hand on her 

waistb his HnFers slowl.spreadinF oger the curge at the top of her 
JehindB WRome a little closerb3 hesa.sb as he pulls her in yush aFainst 
his Jod.B W-hereb thatCs much JetterB3-he music JeFinsb and the. step 
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in precise time toFetherB WIo .ou hage an. ideahow hard it is to Je this 
close to .ouM3 he sa.s softl.b leaninF his head in towhisper aFainst her 
earB W” couldnCt Jeliege it when ” saw .ou hereB3 Ae spinsher aroundb 
then pulls her in tiFht aFainB W” wanted to e;plain what happenedthat 
niFhtb Jut .ou Jlocked m. numJer and chanFed .our ownB ” feared 
”Cd negersee .ou aFainB3 

NicoleCs heartracesB W”tCs ogerb  ell.B vust let it FoB3
W–leaseb3 he sa.sbWhear me outB3
TFainst her JetterEudFmentb Nicole relentsB
W-he woman in thepicture was DoJJieCs HancQeB AeCd Eust proQ

posed to herb and then heCd asked meto Je his Jest man at the weddinFB 
-hatCs wh. she was kissinF meB3

WTnd her handM3Nicole sa.s Jitterl.B WYas that her wa. of thankinF 
.ou tooM3 

WYeCd all had fartoo much to drinkB ”t was harmless funb nothinF 
moreB Vamantha took the photoand sent it to .ou Jefore ” could stop 
herB8W” neger meant to hurtb3 he sa.s sadl.B W” loged .ouO ” still doB3 
Aepulls Jackb as his face Jecomes deadl. seriousB W” want to tr. aFainb3 
NicoleB” want us to work this timeB3

Nicole pauses andlooks up at himB
W,ut what aJout m.EoJM3 she asksB
W5ouCll neger hageto work aFainb3 he sa.sB W” can Fige .ou eger.thinF 

.ou desireb egen a famil.B”f .ou sa. .esb ”Cll Fige it all upb sell the Jusiness 
to .our Jossb and we canFo and lige whereger .ou wantB ,ut ”Cll onl. 
sell it if ” Fet .ouB3 Nicoleopens her mouth to speakb she isnCt sure 
aJout an. of thisB Vhe doesnCt wanthim to sell his Jusiness Eust to Fet 
herB Vhe would Je more than happ. to pickup where the. left o“? 
howegerb she doesnCt Fet the chance to tell him thatB 

vasonCs goiceJreaks throuFh the musicB W:ind if ” cut inM3 
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WNot at allO3 ell. sa.sb pullinF awa. to let vason take ogerB vason 
Fajes at Nicole with astranFe look in his e.eB

W‘ger.thinF allriFhtM3 he asksB Nicole nodsB W5ou look a Jit yushedB 
 ell. didnCt sa.an.thinF to upset .oub did heM 

Nicole siFhsB WAewants me JackB Ae said heCd sell the compan. to 
.ou if ” left and went to himB3

vason twirls heraround the dance yoorb his Frip tiFhteninF around 
her waist as the. danceB

WYhat if ” donCtwant to let .ou FoO3 he sa.sb pullinF her so close 
aFainst him that she couldfeel his heartJeat in his chestB Vhe looks up 
at himb sees the look of desireand hope in his e.esB Ran he reall. feel 
that wa. aJout herM vason reaches upand Jrushes her Jottom lip with 
his thumJb the touch sendinF sparks ofelectricit. throuFh her Jod.B

Now thisO -his isa dilemmaB ,oth  ell. and vason want herB Aer 
Jod. wants them JothB Aer hearthas Jeen shattered J. one oger a 
simple misunderstandinFb and she is .et toe;plore the possiJilities of 
a romance with the otherB

vasonCs lips JrushaFainst the soft skin of her earloJe as he leans in 
and whispers aFainst herearb W” want .oub NicoleB3

Nicole Jites ather Jottom lipb holdinF Jack tears of shock and surQ
prise at this suddenregelationB Vhe looked for  ell.b who is standinF at 
the Jarb talkinF to a manand his wifeB T .ounF woman stands nearJ.b 
g.inF for his attentionB Aowegerb heonl. has e.es for NicoleB Ae smiles 
and raises his Flass to her Jefore turninFJack to the congersation with 
the coupleB 

Nicole looks Jackat vasonB Ae holds her tiFhtl.b and her Jod. reacts 
to his closenessB Vhe wantshimb Jut she wants  ell. Eust as muchB Vhe 
pulls awa.b her mind a tumultuousmaelstrom of emotionsb and yees 
the dance yoorb runninF into the niFht on herkitten heelsb iFnorinF 
calls from Joth men to stop and waitB 
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NicoleCs mind is awhirlwind of confusionB Yhat does she wantM 
Yho does she wantM

Vhe canCt decide?she wants them Jothb Jut she knows neither man 
would accept thatB

-ears trickle downher cheeksb hot aFainst the coolinF Jreeje from 
the oceanb as she runs acrossthe road from the congention center to 
the Jeachb where her heels sink into thecool sandB Vhe takes them o“ 
and sits and watches the risinF tide as it washesseaweed and translucent 
Eell.Hsh ashoreB

-he soft crunchinFof Hne sand aFainst e;pensige shoes rises oger 
the crashinF of the JreakersbechoinF across the JeachB T warm Eacket 
cogers her shouldersb chasinF awa. theniFht chillb and the scent of the 
coloFne that vason fagors engelopes hersensesB Vhe feels warmb Jut not 
Jecause of his residual Jod. heatB 

Vhe wipes thetears and mascara from her faceB
W”Cm sorr. if ”upset .oub3 vason sa.s as he plonks himself down in 

the sand Jeside herB
W”Cge Jeen tr.inFto tell .ou for a while nowb Jut ”Cge Jeen too much 

of a coward until toniFhtB3Ae siFhsb lookinF out oger the ocean as 
she sni6es Jeside himB vason reachesinto his pocket and pulls out a 
handkerchiefB Ae shiftsb turninF to face herBAe carefull. wipes her 
faceB W”Cge felt somethinF for .ou since the da. .oucame to .our interQ
giewb3 he admitsB WTnd each da. it Frew stronFer and stronFeruntilO 
” want to take care of .oub NicoleB ” want to make .ou happ.b3 he 
sa.sbhis goice soft and sliFhtl. constricted with a legel of emotion that 
he rarel.showedB

Nicole sni6esand daJs at her drippinF nose with the Hnel. made 
handkerchiefB

vason lifts herchinb raises her e.es to look into hisB
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W” know .ouCge hadproJlems with oSce romances Jeforeb and ” 
understand if .ou donCt want totake a chance on meb on usb JutO3 
Nicole stops him with a kissB

Voft lips meetband warmth from their Jodies minFles as vason draws 
her aFainst himb his Jreathwarm aFainst her cheekB 

Nicole pulls awa.bpantinF sliFhtl. as vason holds her in his armsB W” 
donCt want an.thinF tochanFe at workb vasonB ”f we do thisb thatCs m. 
one conditionB3 

WTJsolutel.b3 hesa.s with a smile in his goiceB W,ut once .ou clock 
o“ from workb .ouCremineB3

WTFreedb3 shesa.sb leaninF aFainst his chest and listeninF to his 
heartJeatB

WYellb ” take itthat .ouCge made .our mind up thenM3  ell.Cs goice 
drifts across the sandsBNicole sits up and looks at himB 

Ae stands in thecrisp moonliFhtb a smile on his faceB WTs lonF as 
.ou are happ.b NicB 5oudeserge itB3 Ae looks at vasonB W”Cll Je in touch 
aJout the merFerB3 -hen heturns and walks Jack toward the JriFht 
liFhts of the hotelB

W:erFerM3 Nicoleasksb lookinF from  ell. to vasonB
W ell. and ” cameto an aFreementb3 he sa.sB WYeCre FoinF to merFe 

our companiesB AeCll operatethe compan. on the west coastb while we 
continue to operate on the east coastB3

W”s that FoinF toworkM3 Nicole sa.sM
W5eahb it isb3 hesa.sb takinF her hand and helpinF her to her feetB
WNowb ” think wehage a dance to HnishB3 Ae wraps his arms around 

her and holds her close asthe. swa. toFether on the sand and slow 
dance to the sounds of the oceanBNicole looks into his e.esB Ae smiles 
at her and parts his lips as he leans inand meets hers in a heartQstoppinF 
momentB
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Nicole has madeher choiceb and she knows sheCs not FoinF to reFret 
itB 
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