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NEWSLETTER 
www.gulfcoastarc.com 

Wow, February already. Time seems to move quickly when you are busy, and yes, GCARC had lots going on 

in January. Congratulations to the two new technician licensees and the one new extra licensee that passed 

their exams in January. Please note that February license exams will be the 3rd Saturday (2/17), not the 2nd 

due to Hamcation taking place from 2/9 – 2/11 in Orlando. Congratulations to Kevin McConn, KO4RIK for 

winning the January Foxhunt, and finally, we just completed Winter Field Day 2024 and a big thank you goes 

out to all that participated in this year’s event. 

Over the past month, I have had multiple club members approach me and ask if GCARC will be starting up an 

Elmer / Training program. The short answer is YES. I have begun researching what other clubs have been 

doing (successfully & unsuccessfully) with their Elmer programs and trying to learn what would be best for 

GCARC, given our size. Ham radio covers such a large span of topics and newly licensed Ham’s typically 

have questions on many of these topics. In a few weeks, I’ll be emailing all members a survey that hopefully 

can become the foundation for structuring a GCARC Elmer Program. Any successful Elmer program will need 

our more “seasoned” hams in the club to be willing to volunteer time to help others. Anyway, more on this in 

the coming weeks. 

This month’s Member Meeting will be held on Monday, February 26 beginning at 7pm. In addition to regular 

business items, we will have our Financial Audit Committee present its findings and recommendations to the 

membership regarding our 2023 financials. Plus, if you are interested in assembling a “GO BOX” but don’t 

know where to start, we will have a variety of them on display at the meeting and we will allocate time for 

members to observe and ask questions. If you have an existing “GO BOX” and would like to share it with the 

club, please feel free to bring it along on February 26th. Finally, we will be raffling a 2 meter Ladder Line Slim 

Jim antenna that was donated to the club as well as having a 50/50.   

We will always provide time at the end of our monthly meetings for members to surface ideas / concerns. If 

you can’t make the meeting but want your voice heard, please feel free to contact me directly at 

N1MT.CW@Gmail.com or call me at 813-997-6395. This is your club, and we want you to have the best 

possible experience. 

73 

Mark, N1MT 

Ps. If you are going to Hamcation on Saturday, please stop by the AMSAT booth and say hello. I’ll be volun-
teering from 9-12.         

http://www.gulfcoastarc.com
mailto:N1MT.CW@Gmail.com
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FOX HUNT 

Kevin McConn found the “FOX” again! 

Fox Hunts are fun events! Join us for our Spring Fox 

Hunt! Details will be announced soon! 

More pictures soon at the website Media Gallery page! 

Left to Right 

Barry N2NVP, Kevin KO4RIK, Mark N1MT, Linda KN4TYA, Al AJ4JA 
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If any member is interested, the club has radios it is willing to loan out! If 

you are licensed and have not purchased a radio yet and would like to 

make some contacts, contact Kevin ko4rik@gmail.com 

for information on borrowing a radio from the club! 

Next testing date is Saturday February 17th at 10:00am. Anyone interested in tak-

ing the Technician test or upgrading to General or Extra, please contact Al at 

AJ4JA@ICLOUD.COM! Those who pass at one of our sessions will be offered a 

free club membership for the remainder of that calendar year. Also for a LIMITED 

time, while supplies last, if you pass the Tech test you will receive a free hand held 

radio! 

Gary, w8gll, would like me to kindly remind everyone that 

DUES ARE DUE! 
You can pay by check! 

Mail to:  

Gulf  Coast Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 595 

New Port Richey, FL 34656 

Or you can pay your dues at our next membership meeting on February 

26th with CASH or CREDIT/DEBIT CARD! 

Also, when filling out your application please indicate whether or not you 

are a current ARRL member!  Part of  your ARRL membership fee should 

be coming back to the club either new or renewing memberships! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

YAESU 
FUSION          

NET  7:30PM 
146.670Mhz 

GCARC      
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net              
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

YAESU 
FUSION          

NET  7:30PM 
146.670Mhz 

GCARC      
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net              
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

18 19 20 21 221 23 24 

YAESU 
FUSION          

NET  7:30PM 
146.670Mhz 

GCARC      
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net              
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

Club Brunch 

9:00am 

IHOP 

25 26 27 28 29 

Membership 

Meeting 

7:00pm 

GCARC      
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net 
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

HAMCATION 2024, FEBRUARY 9, 10 & 11. Central Florida Fairgrounds and Expo Park, 4603 West Colonial Drive, 

Orlando, Florida 32808  

WWW.HAMCATION.COM for Tickets and further info! 

Testing scheduled for Sat. 17th 10:00am, contact Al at AJ4JA@ICLOUD.COM! 

POTA  

Club POTA event. Sat. Feb 3rd. 10am until 2pm. Serenova Tract Nature Preserve. 

 14900 State Rd 52, Land O' Lakes, FL 34638 

Club Brunch, Feb 24th 9am, IHOP 4736 US-19, New Port Richey, FL 34652 

http://www.hamcation.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

         

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  YAESU        
FUSION                 

NET  7:30PM 
146.670Mhz 

GCARC         
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net                
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

  YAESU        
FUSION                 

NET  7:30PM 
146.670Mhz 

GCARC         
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net                
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 YAESU        
FUSION                 

NET  7:30PM 
146.670Mhz 

GCARC         
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net                
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29  

  Monthly      
Membership 

Meeting 7:00pm 

 

GCARC         
TRADER & INFO 

NET 7:30pm 
146.670Mhz 

Skywarn Net                
7:30pm  

146.670Mhz 

10 METER HF 
NET 7:30pm 

28.430Mhz USB 

    

March testing date is Saturday the 9th at 10:00am. Anyone interested in taking the Technician 

test or upgrading to General or Extra, please contact Al at AJ4JA@ICLOUD.COM!  
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GCARC NETS 

The club is looking for members to be Net Controllers 

 

The Tuesday Night Net is an important function of the GCARC, and the Nets must have a controller to keep the 
flow of information orderly. Right now we need more Net Controllers, so the same few people aren’t holding 
the Nets week after week. 

 

Being a Net Controller is fun, you get to practice your on-the-air skills, and you get to use your radio equip-
ment in a live exercise. And you are helping the club by donating about 30 minutes of your time for maybe 
one night a month. You will even be furnished scripted dialogue, so you don’t have to ad lib. 

 

If you are a member in good standing, and you have a radio rig that can reach the club repeater clearly and 
reliably, you can let us know if you’d like to be a Net controller by several means: you can post a message on 
our Facebook site, or send us a message through the “contact us” link on the web site, or just say so during a 
Net.  

 

Please give it some thought. We’d love to have you join us as a Net Controller. 

Nick 

KN4IKR 

stewartnick@erols.com 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A NET CONTROLLER? 

On Tuesday nights at 7:30pm we hold a trader’s  and general Information 
net on the WA4GDN repeater at 146.670. If you have an amateur radio re-
lated item to buy, sell, trade, or want, you may list it here. All brief amateur 
related announcements may be made here.  

On Monday nights at 7:30pm we hold a “system fusion” net on the 
WA4GDN repeater at 146.670. We discuss all Amateur Radio topics, 
with an emphasis on the various Digital modes and beyond.  

On Thursday nights at 7:30 pm the GCARC club holds a 10 meter HF net. 
10 Meters HF – 28.430 MHz SSB (USB). The purpose is to promote activity 
on the 10 meter band (especially during low sunspot activity). To give  
technician class operators an opportunity to operate phone, and to        
provide a venue for  conversation and experimentation with antenna and 
ground wave propagation. 
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Wednesday at 7:30 PM. 

146.670 GCARC Port Richey 

147.135 Pasco County ARES Dade City 

 PL-146.2 

New Port Richey 
146.670/146.070 MHz 

PL Tone – 146.2 Hz 
Yaesu System Fusion Capable 

Land O Lakes 
145.330/144.730 MHz 

PL Tone – 146.2 Hz 
Yaesu System Fusion Capable 

NAME / CALL BOARD POSITION EMAIL 

Mark Toussaint, N1MT President n1mt@arrl.net 

Kevin McConn, KO4RIK Vice-President ko4rik@gmail.com 

Ralph McCullough, WA3YFQ Secretary wa3yfq1@gmail.com 

Gary LaMunion, W8GLL Treasurer skysea3200@gmail.com  

Chris McCullough, KC3CJU Director kc3cju@gmail.com 

Barry  Keaveny, N2NVP Past President keavbv@msn.com  

Chuck Martin, KA4CEM Director chuck33@tampabay.rr.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club has Regular memberships available fo licensed hams, Junior memberships for 

licensed hams under the age of 18, Family memberships for all family members residing at the same address, 

and Associate memberships for those not yet licensed. Membership runs for 12 months, beginning on January 1 

and ends December 31.  

For more information, you can contact Mark Toussaint at membership@gulfcoastarc.com.  There is also a 

downloadable membership application on the website, gulfcoastarc.com/membership ! 

Regular & Associate Membership* $25 Junior Membership $15 Family Membership* $30 

 -  Associate & Family members who are non-licensed hams will not be granted voting privileges or have the privilege to serve on the board. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION & DUES 

gulfcoastarc.com/membership

