
Christian eschatology—the study of "last things"—is primarily centered on the interpretation of 
Revelation 20:1–10, which describes a 1,000-year period known as the Millennium. 

The three major views (with a significant sub-division in one) differ based on the timing of 
Christ’s return in relation to that millennium and whether the period is literal or symbolic. 

 

1. Premillennialism 
This view holds that Jesus Christ will return to Earth before (pre-) the millennium. It is 
characterized by a more literal interpretation of prophetic scripture. 

Sub-view: Dispensational Premillennialism 
This is the most popular view in modern American evangelicalism (often associated with the Left 
Behind series). It posits a sharp distinction between Israel and the Church. 

●​ The Rapture: Christ returns "secretly" to take the Church to heaven before a seven-year 
Great Tribulation. 

●​ The Second Coming: After the Tribulation, Christ returns with the Church to defeat the 
Antichrist and establish a literal 1,000-year kingdom on earth, ruling from a throne in 
Jerusalem. 

●​ The Millennium: A time of peace where Old Testament promises to ethnic Israel are 
fulfilled. 

Sub-view: Historic Premillennialism 
This was the view held by many early Church Fathers. It does not typically hold to a "secret 
rapture." 

●​ The Tribulation: The Church remains on earth and undergoes the Tribulation. 
●​ The Return: Christ returns once to defeat His enemies and initiate the literal 1,000-year 

reign. 

 

2. Amillennialism 
The name literally means "no millennium," but this is slightly misleading. Amillennialists do 
believe in a millennium; they just believe it is symbolic and current. 

●​ The Nature of the Kingdom: The 1,000 years represents the current Church Age—the 
period between Christ’s first coming and His second coming. 

●​ Christ’s Reign: Christ is currently reigning from heaven over the hearts of believers and 
through the Church. 

●​ Binding of Satan: Satan was "bound" at the Cross (limiting his ability to deceive the 
nations), allowing the Gospel to spread globally. 
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●​ The End: The "Last Day" involves one single event: the simultaneous return of Christ, 
the general resurrection of both the saved and the lost, the final judgment, and the 
creation of the New Heavens and New Earth. 

 

3. Postmillennialism 
This view holds that Christ will return after (post-) the millennium. It is characterized by a high 
degree of "sanctified optimism" regarding the power of the Gospel. 

●​ The Expansion of the Gospel: Through the preaching of the Word and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the world will eventually be "Christianized." This doesn't mean every person 
is saved, but that Christian ethics and peace become the global norm. 

●​ The Millennium: This is a "Golden Age" of the Church on earth. It may be a literal 1,000 
years or simply a long, indefinite period of prosperity and peace. 

●​ The Return: Only after the world has been successfully discipled and the "kingdom" is 
prepared does Jesus return physically to receive it, perform the final judgment, and 
usher in the eternal state. 

 

Summary Comparison Table 
Feature Premillennialism Amillennialism Postmillennialism 

Nature of 
Millennium 

Literal 1,000-year 
earthly reign. 

Symbolic; the 
current Church 
Age. 

A future "Golden 
Age" of the Church. 

Timing of 
Christ's 
Return 

Before the 
Millennium. 

At the end of the 
current age. 

After the world is 
Christianized. 

Israel and the 
Church 

Distinct (in 
Dispensationalism). 

The Church is 
the "New Israel." 

The Church fulfills 
Israel's mission. 
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World 
Condition 

Getting worse until 
Christ returns. 

Parallel growth of 
good and evil. 

Getting better 
through the Gospel. 

Resurrection Two stages 
(Believers first). 

One general 
resurrection. 

One general 
resurrection. 

 
Key Interpretive Challenges 

●​ Premillennialists struggle with the "spiritualized" descriptions of the kingdom in the New 
Testament. 

●​ Amillennialists struggle with the highly chronological and literal language of Revelation 
20. 

●​ Postmillennialists struggle with the "perilous times" described in 2 Timothy 3 and the 
persistent presence of evil in history. 

Here is a breakdown of the primary scriptural pillars for each of the three major 
eschatological views. These verses serve as the "anchor points" for their respective 
timelines. 

 

1. Scriptural Pillars for Premillennialism 
Premillennialists argue for a literal interpretation of prophetic sequences, focusing on a 
future earthly reign of Christ. 

●​ Revelation 20:1–6: This is the primary text. It mentions a "first resurrection" (v. 5) 
of martyrs/believers and a period of 1,000 years where Satan is bound and Christ 
reigns. Premillennialists argue that because there is a "first" resurrection, there 
must be a "second" later, necessitating a literal gap of time. 

●​ Isaiah 11:6–9: Describes a time when "the wolf shall dwell with the lamb" and the 
earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord. Premillennialists see this as a literal 
description of the physical conditions during the earthly Millennium. 

●​ Zechariah 14:1–9: Describes the Lord coming to the Mount of Olives to fight for 
Jerusalem and subsequently becoming "king over all the earth." They view this as 
a physical, geographical event yet to occur. 

●​ 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18: (Specifically for Dispensationalists) The "Rapture" text. 
They argue that the Church is "caught up" to meet the Lord in the air before the 
wrath of the Tribulation begins. 
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2. Scriptural Pillars for Amillennialism 
Amillennialists interpret the "Millennium" as the spiritual reign of Christ from His 
ascension until His second coming. 

●​ Matthew 12:28–29: Jesus speaks of "binding the strong man" (Satan) so that His 
kingdom can advance. Amillennialists argue that the "binding of Satan" in 
Revelation 20 happened at Christ's first coming, allowing the Gospel to reach the 
nations today. 

●​ Luke 17:20–21: Jesus says, "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be 
observed... for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you." This supports 
the view that the Kingdom is a present, spiritual reality rather than a future 
political one. 

●​ John 5:28–29: Jesus speaks of an hour when all who are in the tombs (both good 
and evil) will hear His voice and come out. Amillennialists point to this as 
evidence for a single, general resurrection rather than two separate resurrections 
1,000 years apart. 

●​ 2 Peter 3:10–13: Describes the "Day of the Lord" coming like a thief, resulting in 
the immediate destruction of the heavens and earth and the ushering in of the 
New Heavens and New Earth. There is no mention of an intervening 1,000-year 
earthly kingdom. 

 

3. Scriptural Pillars for Postmillennialism 
Postmillennialists focus on the "Great Commission" and the gradual, successful 
expansion of God's Kingdom through the Church. 

●​ Matthew 28:18–20: The Great Commission. Postmillennialists emphasize that 
Jesus claims all authority in heaven and on earth now, and commands the Church 
to disciple "all nations." They believe this mission will be successful before He 
returns. 

●​ Psalm 110:1: "The LORD says to my Lord: 'Sit at my right hand, until I make your 
enemies your footstool.'" They argue that Jesus remains in heaven until His 
enemies are progressively defeated on earth through the Gospel. 

●​ Matthew 13:31–33: The parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven. These 
describe the Kingdom starting small and eventually growing to fill the whole earth 
(or leavening the whole lump). This supports a gradual "Christianization" of the 
world. 

●​ Habakkuk 2:14: "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea." They view this as a prophecy of the future 
"Golden Age" attained through the Church's faithfulness. 
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Summary of Interpretive Differences 
View Primary 

Focus 
Key Verse Strategy 

Premillennialism Literal 
Sequence 

Emphasizes the "First Resurrection" and 
"1,000 years" as a chronological 
timeline. 

Amillennialism Spiritual 
Reality 

Emphasizes that the Kingdom is "now" 
and that Judgment/Resurrection is a 
single event. 

Postmillennialism Gospel 
Victory 

Emphasizes the "Great Commission" 
and the unstoppable growth of the 
Church's influence. 
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