Here is an exhaustive, structured comparison of the differences between Christianity and Islam.
While both are Abrahamic faiths with shared roots, they diverge significantly on fundamental
theology, the nature of God, and the path to salvation.

1. The Concept of God (Theology Proper)

The most fundamental difference lies in the understanding of God's nature.

e Christianity (The Trinity): Christians believe in One God who exists eternally in three
distinct persons: the Father, the Son (Jesus), and the Holy Spirit. This is not three gods
(tritheism), but one essence in three persons.

Key Term: Trinity.

e |slam (Tawhid): Muslims believe in strictly One God (Allah) who is indivisible and has
no partners, children, or equals. The concept of the Trinity is explicitly rejected as Shirk
(associating partners with God), which is the gravest sin in Islam.

Key Term: Tawhid (Absolute Oneness).

2. The Identity of Jesus Christ (Christology)

While both faiths honor Jesus, their views on his nature and mission are irreconcilable.

Feature Christianity Islam

Nature Divine: God Incarnate Human: A highly honored Prophet and
(fully God and fully Messenger (Rasul), but a created
man). being. Not divine.

Title Son of God, Messiah, Messiah (al-Masih), Prophet, Son of
Savior, Lord. Mary. "Son of God" is rejected

biologically and metaphorically.

Death Crucified under Did not die on a cross. Allah raised him
Pontius Pilate. Died for up, and it only "appeared" so to
the sins of humanity. onlookers (Surah 4:157).
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Resurrection Rose physically from Did not die, so did not resurrect (yet).
the dead on the third He will return at the end of times to
day. defeat the Antichrist and live out a
natural life before dying.

3. Salvation (Soteriology)
How a human being is "saved" or attains right standing with God.

e Christianity (Grace & Atonement):

o The Problem: Original Sin. Humans inherit a sinful nature from Adam and
cannot save themselves.

o The Solution: Vicarious Atonement. Jesus paid the penalty for human sin on
the cross.

o Mechanism: Salvation is a free gift of grace (Sola Gratia) received through faith
in Jesus (Sola Fide), not earned by good works (though works are a fruit of
faith).

e Islam (Faith & Works):

o The Problem: Forgetfulness and weakness. There is no Original Sin; Adam
repented and was forgiven. Humans are born with Fitra (innate purity).

o The Solution: Guidance and Law. Humans need God's law to stay on the right
path.

o Mechanism: Salvation is achieved by believing in Allah and performing good
deeds. It is a balance of Faith (Iman) and Action (Amal). Entrance to Paradise is
by Allah’s mercy, but one's deeds are weighed on the Day of Judgment.

4. Scripture and Revelation

e Christianity:

o The Bible: Composed of the Old and New Testaments. Believed to be the
inspired, infallible Word of God written by human authors.

o Finality: The canon is closed. Revelation culminated in the person of Jesus
Christ.

e Islam:

o The Quran: Believed to be the literal, dictation-style word of God revealed to
Muhammad through the Angel Gabriel. It is considered the final and uncorrupted
revelation.

o Previous Scriptures: Islam acknowledges the Torah (of Moses), the Psalms (of
David), and the Gospel (of Jesus) as originally divine, but believes the current
biblical texts have been corrupted (Tahrif) by humans over time.

5. The Holy Spirit
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e Christianity: The Holy Spirit is God—the third person of the Trinity. He indwells
believers, acts as a comforter, and empowers the church.

e Islam: The "Holy Spirit" (Ruh al-Qudus) is often interpreted as the Angel Gabriel (Jibril),

who delivers messages. He is a created being, not God.

6. Religious Practices and Life

Practice Christianity Islam

Prayer Relational and conversational. Can Salat: Structured, ritual
be spontaneous or liturgical. No prayer performed 5 times a
fixed direction or frequency (though day facing Mecca (Qibla).
historically morning/evening). Requires physical prostration

and ritual washing (Wudu).

Dietary Generally no restrictions (Mark Halal: Pork and alcohol are

Laws 7:19). Some denominations abstain strictly forbidden. Meat must
from alcohol or specific meats, butit | be slaughtered in a specific
is not a universal religious law. ritual manner.

Fasting Lent (40 days before Easter) Ramadan: Mandatory fasting
involves partial fasting or giving up from food, water, and sexual
luxuries. Voluntary fasting is relations from dawn to sunset
common. for one lunar month.

Pilgrimage Not mandatory. Pilgrimages to Hajj: Mandatory once in a
Israel, Rome, or other sites are lifetime (if able) to the Kaaba
devotional. in Mecca.

7. Government and Law

e Christianity: Historically emphasizes a distinction between religious authority and
political power ("Render unto Caesar..."). While canon law exists for church governance,
Christians generally live under the secular or civil laws of their nations.

e Islam: Traditionally encompasses a complete sociopolitical system. Sharia (Islamic

Law) covers all aspects of life, including family, crime, inheritance, and business,
derived from the Quran and Hadith.
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8. Marriage and Family

e Christianity: Monogamy is the strict standard. Marriage is often viewed as a sacrament
or holy covenant mirroring Christ and the Church.

e Islam: Men are permitted (under specific conditions) to have up to four wives, provided
they treat them equally, though monogamy is common. Marriage is a legal contract.

9. The Afterlife (Eschatology)

e Christianity: Focuses on the Beatific Vision—being in the presence of God eternally.
While there is a physical resurrection, heaven is often described in terms of worship, joy,
and spiritual fulfillment (marriage does not exist in the resurrection).

e Islam: Jannah (Paradise) is described in the Quran with vivid physical and sensual
details: gardens, rivers of wine/milk/honey, silk garments, and companionship. It
emphasizes the restoration of earthly delights in a perfected form.

Summary of Differences

Sin).

Topic Christian View Muslim View

God One God in Three Persons One God alone (Tawhid).
(Trinity).

Jesus Son of God, Savior, Prophet, Messiah, Not
Worshipped. Worshipped.

Humanity Fallen, sinful nature (Original Good by nature (Fitra),

weak/forgetful.

Sacred Text

Bible (Final Authority).

Quran (Final Authority; Bible is
corrupted).

Prophet

Jesus is the final Word of God.

Muhammad is the Seal of the
Prophets.
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