[Your Name]
[Your Address]

[MP Name & Title] 
[MP Office Address]

Dear [MP Name],

Re: Curbing the rise of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) in our community. 

I am writing to you as a constituent to express my concern about the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in our community and across the UK. 

Antibiotics are a cornerstone of modern medicine, essential both for treating infections and for supporting patients with long-term health conditions. However, AMR is contributing to around 35,000 deaths a year in the UK, and countless other patients suffer long-term complications. What worries me is that we already have the tools to prevent much of this harm, yet action is moving far too slowly. I know that our government and health service faces many pressures, but AMR is one of those issues where practical steps, if taken now, can save lives, protect the NHS and make a real difference to people in our community.

We need cleaner, safer hospitals. 

Healthcare-associated infections remain far too common in the post-covid era. Data from a 2023 UKHSA point-prevalence survey showed that 7.6% of patients in England acquire a healthcare associated infection, something that should never be seen as inevitable. These infections can have devastating consequences for patients and families, and cost the NHS significantly. We should expect better, and patients deserve better.

The national patient organisation for antimicrobial resistance, AMR Action UK, is calling for healthcare-acquired infections to be reduced by one-third, to a maximum of 5%, by April 2027.

As my MP, I would be grateful if you could support efforts to raise standards in infection prevention and control across the NHS.

We need access to better, faster diagnostic testing in the community. 

When someone is sick, identifying the exact cause of an infection is crucial. Rapid diagnostic tests already exist that can show which bacteria are present and which antibiotic will work. Yet, most GPs and community clinicians still don’t have access to them.

This has been a known problem for over a decade. The 2015 O’Neill Review recommended that all antibiotic prescriptions be informed by diagnostics by 2020, but that target was missed, and it still hasn’t been addressed. Without these tests, clinicians often have no choice but to prescribe antibiotics “just in case,” which can lead to the wrong treatment, slower recovery, and more resistance.

Providing these tests in GP surgeries, community diagnostic centres and pharmacies (where appropriate) could make a huge difference both for people in our community, and across the UK.

AMR Action UK is calling for full access to point-of-care diagnostic testing in the community by April 2027.

I would be grateful if you could ask the Government what steps it is taking to make this possible.

We must ensure that patients receive full doses of IV antibiotics. 

This might sound like a small, insignificant detail - but it represents a very serious issue. Staggeringly, fewer than one in three NHS organisations have a policy requiring IV lines to be flushed after antibiotics are given. If an IV line isn’t flushed properly, a significant proportion of the medicine (up to a third) can remain in the tubing and never reach the patient. This can slow recovery, increase the risk of complications, and contribute to resistance.

No patient should leave hospital sicker because part of their treatment got stuck in a tube. 

AMR Action UK is calling for clear national standards on IV antibiotic administration by April 2026.

I hope that you will consider raising this issue in parliament. 

AMR is one of the defining health challenges of our time, but it is also one we can tackle right now, with the right focus and leadership. Cleaner hospitals, better diagnostics, and safer antibiotic administration are practical, achievable steps that would protect patients and strengthen the NHS.

As your constituent, I am asking for your help to ensure these issues are prioritised. 

Yours Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Address / Postcode]

