
b y  P r e c i o s a  W i l l i a m s

J u s t  W o r k s  P r o d u c t i o n s
p r e s e n t s :

THE
MUSICIAN'S

GUIDE TO
MONETIZING
YOUR MUSIC:

A Basic
Overview



Table of Contents
C h a p t e r  1 :  S e l l  Y o u r  M u s i c

 
D i g i t a l  D o w n l o a d s

P h y s i c a l  C o p i e s
L i c e n s i n g

P r o m o t i n g  Y o u r  M u s i c
 

C h a p t e r  2 :  M e r c h a n d i s e
 

B u i l d i n g  Y o u r  B r a n d
T y p e s  o f  M e r c h a n d i s e

S e l l i n g  M e r c h a n d i s e  O n l i n e  a n d  a t  S h o w s
 

C h a p t e r  3 :  L i v e  P e r f o r m a n c e s
 

F i n d i n g  G i g s
S e t t i n g  Y o u r  F e e

S e l l i n g  M e r c h a n d i s e  a t  S h o w s
 

C h a p t e r  4 :  S t r e a m i n g  S e r v i c e s
 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  S t r e a m i n g  R o y a l t i e s
G e t t i n g  Y o u r  M u s i c  o n  S t r e a m i n g  P l a t f o r m s

P r o m o t i n g  Y o u r  M u s i c  o n  S t r e a m i n g  S e r v i c e s
 

C h a p t e r  5 :  R o y a l t i e s
 

M e c h a n i c a l  R o y a l t i e s
P e r f o r m a n c e  R o y a l t i e s

R e g i s t e r i n g  Y o u r  M u s i c  w i t h  a  P e r f o r m a n c e  R i g h t s
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( P R O )

 
C o n c l u s i o n :  T u r n i n g  Y o u r  P a s s i o n  f o r  M u s i c  i n t o  a

P r o f i t a b l e  C a r e e r
 



Chapter 1
Sell Your Music

One of the most common ways to monetize your
music is to sell it. There are several ways to sell
your music, and the method you choose will
depend on your audience, your goals, and your
budget. In this chapter, we'll explore some of the
most popular ways to sell your music and give
you some tips on how to promote it effectively.

Digital Downloads

Digital downloads are one of the easiest and most
affordable ways to sell your music. There are
several digital platforms where you can sell your
music, including iTunes, Amazon, and Bandcamp.
To get started, you'll need to create an account
on the platform of your choice and upload your
music. You'll also need to set a price for your
music, which can vary depending on the platform
and the length of your songs.
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To promote your music on digital platforms, you'll
need to use social media, email marketing, and
other promotional tools. For example, you can
post about your new release on Facebook and
Twitter, send an email to your mailing list, and
offer discounts or exclusive content to your
followers.

Physical Copies

Selling physical copies of your music can be a bit
more challenging than selling digital downloads,
but it can also be more rewarding. Physical copies
include CDs, vinyl records, and other types of
media that your fans can hold in their hands. To
sell physical copies of your music, you'll need to
invest in manufacturing and shipping, which can
be expensive. However, physical copies can also
be a great way to build your brand and create a
more personal connection with your fans.

To sell physical copies of your music, you can use
your website, online stores like Amazon and Etsy,
and sell them at your shows. You'll need to create
artwork for your album or single, and work with a
manufacturer to create the physical copies.
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Licensing

Licensing your music can be another lucrative
way to monetize your music. Licensing involves
allowing others to use your music in their
projects, like films, TV shows, and
advertisements. When you license your music,
you earn a fee or a percentage of the revenue
generated by the project.

To license your music, you'll need to work with a
licensing agency or a music publisher. These
companies will help you find opportunities to
license your music and negotiate the terms of the
license. You can also license your music on your
own by reaching out to filmmakers and other
creatives in your network.

Promoting Your Music

No matter how you choose to sell your music,
promotion is key to success. You need to get your
music in front of your target audience and build a
buzz around your release. Some ways to promote
your music include:
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When you grow your following, you will not
only generate a buzz, but you could be offered
monetization licenses from YouTube or
Instagram, even Facebook, depending on your
growth. 
When you share your music on these
platforms through a distributor and PRO, you
will also be paid for the royalties on the use of
your music in videos on these platforms, so
never be afraid to market yourself!

Social media: Use platforms like Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter to promote your music
and interact with your fans.

Email marketing: Build a mailing list of fans and
send regular updates about your music and
upcoming shows.

When you send emails, it generates interest and
allows you to brighten people's day. Build up your
email following and prepare your fans for the next
thing that you are doing. It is easier to talk to
someone that you have been in touch with than
to try to get someone's attention at the last
minute.
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Press releases: Write a press release about your
new release and send it to local and national
media outlets.

Music blogs: Reach out to music blogs and ask
them to feature your music.

Radio stations: Submit your music to local and
online radio stations and ask for airplay.

Conclusion

Selling your music can be a great way to monetize
your passion and turn your music into a
profitable career. Whether you choose to sell
digital downloads, physical copies, or license your
music, you'll need to promote your music
effectively to build a fanbase and increase your
revenue. Use the tips in this chapter to get
started, and keep experimenting with new ways to
sell and promote your music.
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Merchandise can be a great way to monetize your
music and build your brand. By selling t-shirts,
hats, stickers, and other types of merchandise,
you can create a visual identity for your music
and generate additional revenue. In this chapter,
we'll explore some tips on how to build your
brand, choose the right types of merchandise,
and sell your products effectively.

Building Your Brand

Before you can start selling merchandise, you
need to build your brand. Your brand is the visual
and emotional identity of your music, and it
should be consistent across all your merchandise,
album art, social media accounts, and website. To
build your brand, you should consider the
following elements:

Chapter 2
Merchandise
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Logo: Create a logo that represents your music
and can be easily recognizable.

Color scheme: Choose a color scheme that
reflects the mood and style of your music.

Typography: Choose a font that complements
your logo and color scheme and is easy to read.

Imagery: Use images that represent your music,
such as photos of your band, concert posters, or
album art.

By creating a consistent visual identity, you'll be
able to create a stronger connection with your
fans and make it easier for them to recognize your
music.

Types of Merchandise

There are several types of merchandise you can
sell to your fans, including:

T-shirts: T-shirts are one of the most popular
types of merchandise and can be easily
customized with your logo and imagery.

https://justworksproductions.com

https://justworksproductions.com/


Hats: Hats are another popular item that can be
customized with your logo.

Stickers: Stickers are a low-cost item that can be
sold at shows and used to promote your brand.

Posters: Posters can be used to promote shows
and can also be sold as merchandise.

Vinyl records: Vinyl records have become
increasingly popular in recent years, and can be
sold as a high-end item for your fans.

When choosing the types of merchandise to sell,
it's important to consider the production costs,
the demand for each item, and the profit margins.
You should also think about how each item fits
into your overall brand and whether it represents
your music effectively.

Selling Merchandise Online and at Shows

Once you've chosen the types of merchandise
you want to sell, you'll need to find ways to sell
them online and at shows. Here are some tips to
get started:
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Online stores: Create an online store on your
website or using platforms like Shopify or Etsy.
Make sure to include high-quality images of your
products, clear descriptions, and easy checkout
options.

Social media: Use social media to promote your
merchandise and direct fans to your online store.

Shows: Sell your merchandise at shows and make
sure to have a clear display that showcases your
products. Offer bundle deals and special
discounts to encourage fans to purchase multiple
items.

Conclusion

Merchandise can be a great way to monetize your
music and build your brand. By creating a
consistent visual identity, choosing the right
types of merchandise, and selling your products
effectively online and at shows, you can generate
additional revenue and connect with your fans on
a deeper level. Use the tips in this chapter to get
started, and keep experimenting with new types
of merchandise and promotional strategies.
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Live performances are an essential part of the
music industry, and they can be a great way to
monetize your music and build your fan base. In
this chapter, we'll explore some tips on how to
find gigs, set your fee, and sell merchandise at
shows.

Finding Gigs

To find gigs, you should start by creating a press
kit that includes a bio, photos, music samples,
and any press coverage you've received. You can
then use this press kit to pitch yourself to venues,
booking agents, and other musicians in your area.

Here are some other tips for finding gigs:

Network with other musicians: Attend shows and
music events in your area and get to know other
musicians. They may be able to recommend you
for gigs or even invite you to perform with them.

Chapter 3
Live

Performances
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Use online resources: Websites like GigSalad,
Sonicbids, and GigMasters can help you find gigs
in your area.

Approach venues directly: Send an email or call
the venue to inquire about performance
opportunities. Make sure to include your press kit
and any relevant information about your music.

Setting Your Fee

When setting your fee for live performances, you
should consider your experience, the size of the
venue, and the cost of production. Here are some
tips for setting your fee:

Research other musicians in your area: Find out
what other musicians in your area are charging for
similar gigs.
Be flexible: Consider lowering your fee for smaller
venues or events that can provide other benefits,
such as exposure or networking opportunities.
Offer bundle deals: Consider offering a package
deal that includes merchandise or a discount for
multiple gigs.
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Selling Merchandise at Shows

Live performances are a great opportunity to sell
merchandise and generate additional revenue.
Here are some tips for selling merchandise at
shows:

Set up a merch table: Set up a table near the
entrance or exit of the venue where fans can
browse and purchase your merchandise.

Make it visible: Make sure your merchandise is
clearly visible and easy to browse. Use posters or
other signage to draw attention to your table.

Offer bundle deals: Offer bundle deals that
include multiple items or merchandise with your
performance fee.

Engage with fans: Use your merch table as an
opportunity to engage with fans and build your
fan base. Talk to fans about your music, offer
signed merchandise, and take photos with fans.
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Conclusion

Live performances are an important part of the
music industry, and they can be a great way to
monetize your music and build your fan base. By
finding gigs, setting your fee, and selling
merchandise at shows, you can generate
additional revenue and connect with your fans on
a deeper level. Use the tips in this chapter to get
started, and keep experimenting with new
promotional strategies to make the most of your
live performances.
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Streaming services have become an essential part
of the music industry, and they offer a great way
to monetize your music and connect with fans all
over the world. In this chapter, we'll explore some
tips on how to understand streaming royalties,
get your music on streaming platforms, and
promote your music on streaming services.

Understanding Streaming Royalties

Before you start promoting your music on
streaming services, it's important to understand
how streaming royalties work. Here are some key
points to keep in mind:

Streaming royalties are paid to the owner of the
sound recording (usually the label or distributor)
and the songwriter (or the publisher representing
the songwriter).

Chapter 4
Streaming
Services
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Streaming services pay royalties based on the
number of plays your songs receive on their
platform.
The amount of royalties you earn per stream can
vary depending on the streaming service, the
location of the listener, and your distribution
agreement.

Getting Your Music on Streaming Platforms

To get your music on streaming platforms, you'll
need to use a digital distribution service. Here are
some tips for getting started:

Research distribution services: There are many
distribution services available, so do your
research and choose one that meets your needs
and budget.
Create an account: Once you've chosen a
distribution service, create an account and
upload your music to their platform.
Choose your platforms: Select the streaming
platforms you want your music to be available on,
such as Spotify, Apple Music, and Tidal.
Review and submit: Review your submission and
make any necessary changes before submitting
your music for distribution.
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Promoting Your Music on Streaming Services

Once your music is on streaming platforms, it's
important to promote it to maximize your
exposure and earnings. Here are some tips for
promoting your music on streaming services:

Create a playlist: Create a playlist of your songs
and share it with your fans on social media and
other platforms.

Collaborate with other artists: Collaborate with
other artists in your genre to reach new
audiences and expand your fan base.

Encourage sharing: Encourage your fans to share
your music on social media and other platforms.

Use paid advertising: Consider using paid
advertising on platforms like Spotify or YouTube
to reach a wider audience.

Conclusion

Streaming services are an important part of the
music industry, and they offer a great way to 

https://justworksproductions.com

https://justworksproductions.com/


monetize your music and connect with fans all
over the world. By understanding streaming
royalties, getting your music on streaming
platforms, and promoting your music on
streaming services, you can maximize your
exposure and earnings. Use the tips in this
chapter to get started, and keep experimenting
with new promotional strategies to make the
most of streaming services.
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Royalties are an important part of monetizing
your music. There are several types of royalties,
including mechanical royalties, performance
royalties, and synchronization royalties. In this
chapter, we'll explore these different types of
royalties and how to register your music with a
performance rights organization.

Mechanical Royalties

Mechanical royalties are paid to songwriters and
publishers when their music is reproduced and
distributed, such as when a physical or digital
copy of a song is sold. Mechanical royalties are
typically paid by record labels or digital
distributors. In the United States, the statutory
rate for mechanical royalties is set by the
government and is currently 9.1 cents per song or
1.75 cents per minute of playing time, whichever
is greater.

Chapter 5
Royalties
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Performance Royalties

Performance royalties are paid to songwriters
and publishers when their music is played in
public, such as on the radio, in a TV show, or in a
live performance. These royalties are typically
paid by performance rights organizations (PROs),
such as ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC in the United
States. PROs collect royalties from music users,
such as TV and radio stations, and distribute the
payments to their members.

Registering Your Music with a Performance Rights
Organization

To collect performance royalties, you need to
register your music with a PRO. Here are the steps
to follow:

Choose a PRO: Research the different PROs in
your country and choose one that meets your
needs.

Create an account: Create an account with the
PRO and provide your personal and music
information.
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Register your works: Register your songs with the
PRO by providing the song title, songwriter, and
publisher information. 

Submit your works: Submit your works for
registration and wait for confirmation from the
PRO.

Collect royalties: Once your works are registered
with the PRO, you can start collecting
performance royalties.

Synchronization Royalties

Synchronization royalties are paid to songwriters
and publishers when their music is used in
movies, TV shows, or commercials. These
royalties are negotiated on a case-by-case basis
and can vary widely depending on the scope and
budget of the project.

Publishing Administration

Choosing a Publishing Administration can be very
helpful for small or independent labels. One
publishing administration available is SongTrust.
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Songtrust is a music publishing administration
platform that helps songwriters, artists, and
other music rights holders collect royalties from
their music worldwide. The platform offers a
range of services, including registration and
administration of copyrights, collection of
royalties, and distribution of payments. 

Songtrust's user-friendly dashboard allows
users to easily manage their music catalogs,
track royalties, and access detailed analytics.
With partnerships with over 50 global collection
societies and a team of experienced music
industry professionals, Songtrust offers a
comprehensive solution for independent and
professional musicians looking to maximize
their music revenue.

Conclusion

Royalties are an important part of monetizing
your music. By understanding the different
types of royalties, such as mechanical royalties, 
performance royalties, and synchronization
royalties, you can maximize your earnings and
ensure that you're being paid for your creative
work. 
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Registering your music with a PRO is an
essential step in collecting performance
royalties, so make sure to research and choose
the right PRO for your needs. Keep in mind that
the music industry is constantly evolving, so it's
important to stay up to date with changes in
royalty rates and payment structures.

P.S. You can use this link to get $10 off of your
one-time registration fee with SongTrust.
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Music is a passion that can also become a career.
With the right strategies and tools, you can
monetize your music and turn it into a profitable
business. In this ebook, we explored the basics of
monetizing your music, including selling your
music through digital downloads and physical
copies, licensing your music for use in media,
selling merchandise, performing live, and
promoting your music on streaming services.

By understanding the fundamentals of each of
these areas, you can develop a strategy to grow
your music career and increase your earnings.
From building your brand and connecting with
your audience to registering your music with a
performance rights organization and negotiating
synchronization royalties, there are many
aspects to consider when it comes to monetizing
your music.

Conclusion
Turning Your Passion for

Music 
into a Profitable Career
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But remember, the most important thing is to
stay true to your passion for music. Creating
music that you believe in and enjoy will lead to
more success and fulfillment than simply
chasing financial gain. By combining your
passion with the right business strategies, you
can build a career that supports both your
creative and financial goals.

So, keep working hard, stay committed to your
music, and don't be afraid to explore new
opportunities and strategies to monetize your
talent. With dedication and perseverance, you
can turn your passion for music into a fulfilling
and profitable career.
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Appendix
I hope that you have enjoyed this
overview of how to monetize your

music. If you would like some
assistance with getting your music

monetized, you may contact us at Just
Works Productions and we will be

happy to help you get some results. Be
blessed. 

 
~Precious Love 
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