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A Note on Safety 

This book is intended for general informational and educational 

purposes. The techniques it describes are offered in good faith to help 

you finish, repair, and care for beaded jewelry. 

Beading involves small parts, sharp tools, and, in some cases, 

adhesives. Please work carefully, keep needles, scissors, findings, and 

small beads well away from young children and pets, and follow the 

safety guidance given throughout this book. 

The author and publisher accept no responsibility for any injury, loss, 

or damage arising from the use of the information in these pages. 

Where you are unsure, proceed with caution and choose the approach 

best suited to your own materials.
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Foreword 

There is a particular kind of disappointment known to everyone who 

has ever made something by hand. You spend a happy afternoon 

stringing beads, you tie the final knot, you slip the piece onto your 

wrist, and a few days later it lies in pieces in your palm. For many 

beginners, that quiet moment is where the joy of beading begins to 

leak away. It does not have to. 

This little book exists because finishing is the part of beading that is 

most often rushed and least often taught. The main projects show you 

how to make beautiful things. This companion makes sure those 

things last, and shows you, calmly and without fuss, how to bring 

them back to life when they break. 

You will not find anything difficult in these pages. There are only a 

handful of knots worth knowing, a few small tools worth owning, and 

a set of quiet habits that turn fragile pieces into lasting ones. 

Everything here can be learned in an afternoon and relied upon for 

years. If your early attempts slip or poke out or come undone, that is 

not a sign that beading is not for you. It is simply a sign that you have 

not yet been shown the small finishing secret that makes all the 

difference, and that is exactly what this book is for. 

I have tried to write the kind of guide I wish I had been given at the 

start, one that assumes you are clever and capable, that never talks 

down to you, and that treats a broken bracelet not as a failure but as 

an ordinary, fixable thing. Read it from cover to cover if you like, or 

keep it beside your beads and open it to the page you need on the day 

you need it. 

Most of all, I hope this book gives you a quiet confidence. The 

confidence to finish a piece properly, to wear it without worry, and to 

know, deep down, that whatever happens to it, you can always make it 

right again. That confidence is the real gift of finishing, and it is yours 

to keep. 

Happy beading, and happier finishing.
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C H A P T E R  O N E  

Finishing Is the Real Craft 

There is a quiet moment in every beaded piece when the beads are all 

in place and only one task is left. You have to make it hold. That 

moment is finishing, and it is the part most beginners hurry through. 

This handbook is built around a simple idea. Finishing is not the dull 

end of a project. It is the real craft. 

A piece that falls apart was never truly finished 

Picture the last bracelet or ring you made, or one you would love to 

make. You can string beautiful beads in a beautiful order, and from 

across the room the piece looks complete. Then you wear it, and 

within a day the thread slips, a knot gives way, and the beads scatter 

across the floor. It is a small heartbreak, and it is also a clue. A piece 

that comes apart was never truly finished. It was only assembled. 

The beads were never the hard part. The hard part is the join you 

cannot see, the knot tucked neatly between two beads, the clasp 

attached so it will not pull free. When those small details are done 

with care, your work lasts. When they are skipped, even the loveliest 

beads cannot save the piece. 

Why beginners rush the most important moment 

By the time you reach the end of a project, you are excited. You can 

already picture the finished piece, and you want to wear it or give it 

away right now. That excitement is wonderful, and it is also exactly 

why so many pieces fail. The final knot feels like a formality, so you tie 

it quickly and move on. 

It helps to slow down here on purpose. The last few minutes of a 

project decide whether it survives a week or a year. You have already 

done the patient work of placing every bead. Giving the ending that 

same care is not extra effort. It is simply finishing the job you started. 
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Quiet, learnable skills, not talent 

If your early knots slip or your thread tails poke out, that is not a sign 

you lack a gift for this. Nobody is born knowing how to tie off elastic or 

hide a thread end. These are small skills, and like all small skills, they 

come from seeing them done once and then practicing them a few 

times. 

That is the spirit of this book. Nothing here is magic, and nothing 

depends on talent. Every technique is something you can learn in an 

afternoon and rely on for years. The same is true of repair. A broken 

bracelet is not ruined. It is simply a piece waiting for a fix you have not 

learned yet. 

What this handbook covers, and how to use it 

This handbook is a companion to your main projects. Where the main 

book shows you how to make pieces, this one helps you make them 

last, and shows you how to bring them back to life when they break. 

The early chapters gather your small toolkit and cover the 

foundations, thread, tension, and a clean start. The middle chapters 

are the heart of the book. They teach the few knots you truly need, the 

invisible joins that hide where one thread ends and the next begins, 

and the tidy way to finish clasps and findings. The later chapters are 

your repair manual, your guide to restringing old favorites, and a calm 

reference for care, storage, and the small problems that come up along 

the way. 

You do not need to read it in order. You can sit with it from cover to 

cover, or open straight to the fix you need today. Keep it near your 

beads, and let it be the friendly voice that answers the question every 

beginner eventually asks. How do I make this hold? 

A gentle promise 

Here is a promise to carry with you. Every fix in this book is simple 

once you have seen it once. The first time, a join or a knot can look like 

a puzzle. The second time, it is just a thing you know how to do. Give 

yourself permission to go slowly at the start. The confidence will come, 

and with it the quiet pleasure of pieces that last.  
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C H A P T E R  T W O  

Your Finishing Toolkit and 
Glues 

Good finishing does not ask for a drawer full of equipment. It asks for 

a small, well-chosen set of tools that you trust, kept somewhere you 

can reach them. This chapter gathers everything you need to finish 

and repair the pieces in the main book. None of it is expensive, and 

most of it fits in a pencil case. Once you have these few items on hand, 

you will rarely be caught short in the middle of a project, and the work 

itself becomes calmer for it. 

The short tool list 

Four tools do almost all of the work. The first is a pair of fine beading 

needles. These are thin enough to pass through a small seed bead 

twice, which matters a great deal when you weave in a tail or join a 

new thread. Keep a few of them, because they are easy to bend and 

easy to lose, and a spare in the drawer saves an interrupted evening. 

The second is a small pair of sharp scissors. Embroidery scissors or 

craft scissors with a fine point let you trim a thread close to a bead 

without nicking the beads around it. A dull or blunt pair leaves a 

ragged tail that will not tuck away neatly, so keep these scissors for 

thread alone and they will stay sharp. 

The third and fourth are two small pliers. Chain nose pliers, which are 

flat on the inside and pointed at the tip, grip findings and close jump 

rings. Round nose pliers, which taper to two smooth cones, roll the 

loops you will make on head pins and eye pins. With these two, you 

can open, close, grip and shape almost any finding. A pair of fine 

tweezers rounds out the set, lifting a dropped bead, teasing out a 

stubborn knot, and holding a tiny part still while your other hand 

works. 

Threads and cords, and when to double 

Your finishing is only as strong as the thread underneath it. Keep a 

reel of nylon beading thread for woven pieces, and a reel of clear 



4 

stretch cord for elastic bracelets and rings. For pieces that take real 

strain, a fine beading wire gives a strong, kink-resistant core. A small 

collection of these three, in the most useful weights, covers nearly 

everything you will make. 

There is a simple rule for doubling. When a piece is small and will be 

worn often, such as a ring or a charm, work with a doubled thread so 

that two strands share the load and a single weak point is far less 

likely to fail. For longer, lighter pieces, a single thread keeps the work 

flexible and the beads sitting smoothly. When in doubt on a small, 

hard-wearing piece, doubling is the safer choice. 

Findings to keep on hand 

Findings are the small metal parts that join a piece together. A short, 

steady supply means you can finish or repair without a trip to the 

store. Keep a handful of jump rings in a couple of sizes, a few lobster 

clasps, and a small set of head pins and eye pins. Add a few crimp 

beads for any piece strung on beading wire. Store them in a divided 

box or a row of tiny bags so a size is always easy to find, and top up 

whatever runs low before you start a new run of pieces. 

Safety note. Findings, needles and small scissors are sharp or 

easy to swallow. Keep them well away from young children and 

pets, and tidy them away after each session. 

Glues and stiffeners 

Glue is a helper, never the main event. Two products cover almost 

every need. A clear jewelry glue, sold in a small tube with a fine tip, 

holds a knot quietly in place and dries flexible. Clear nail polish can 

serve as a temporary seal in a pinch, and many beaders keep a bottle 

for exactly this reason. Use jewelry glue when you want a lasting, 

flexible hold on elastic or on a knot you have buried, and reach for 

clear nail polish for a quick dab on a thread knot you simply want to 

seal. Either way, keep the bottle capped tight, since both dry out if left 

open. 
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How much glue is too much 

The most common glue mistake is using too much. A bead smeared 

with glue looks cloudy, feels tacky, and can stiffen a piece that should 

move freely. You need only the smallest touch, placed on the knot 

itself with the tip of a needle or a toothpick, and left to dry fully before 

you wear or wrap the piece. If you can see the glue once it has dried, 

you used more than you needed. 

Most important of all, a knot always comes first. Glue seals and 

reassures a knot that is already secure. It cannot rescue a knot that 

was never tied well. If you find yourself relying on glue to hold a piece 

together, the answer is a better knot, not more glue. Think of the glue 

as a seatbelt for a knot that already does its job. 

Building a small repair kit 

Once your tools are gathered, set aside a second small set and keep it 

in a tin or a zip pouch. A few needles, a small pair of scissors, a little 

thread and elastic, a pinch of spare beads in common colors, a few 

jump rings and a clasp, and a tube of glue are enough to mend most 

pieces on the spot. A repair kit you can carry means a broken bracelet 

becomes a five-minute fix rather than a project left for someday, and it 

is a thoughtful thing to bring along when you give handmade pieces as 

gifts. 

A note on metal sensitivity 

Some people find that certain metals leave the skin red or itchy, most 

often where an earring wire or a clasp rests against the skin for hours. 

If you or the person you are making for has sensitive skin, choose 

findings clearly labeled nickel free or hypoallergenic, such as titanium 

or verified nickel free steel, and test them carefully first, since 

sensitivity varies from person to person. It is a small choice at the start 

that saves discomfort later, and it makes a handmade gift kinder to 

wear for everyone who receives one.  
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E  

Thread, Tension and a Clean 
Start 

Most finishing problems are not finishing problems at all. They begin 

much earlier, in the first few minutes of a piece, in choices about 

thread and tension that quietly decide whether the ending will hold. 

This chapter covers those foundations. Get them right, and the final 

knot has an easy job. Get them wrong, and no knot can fully save the 

piece. None of this is hard, and a little attention here repays itself in 

every piece you make from now on. 

How much thread to cut 

Cutting too little thread causes more beginner failures than any other 

single habit. When the thread runs short before the piece is done, you 

are forced into an awkward join in a tight spot, and that join becomes 

the weak point of the whole piece. Worse, a rushed join under 

pressure rarely holds as well as one made calmly with plenty of thread 

to spare. 

A generous length is always safer than a short one. A good habit is to 

measure out an arm span of thread, from one hand to the other, for a 

bracelet, and more for a necklace. You will trim away the extra at the 

end, and that is exactly as it should be. A little waste is a small price 

for a piece you never had to rescue halfway through. As you gain 

experience, you will learn how much a given design tends to use, but 

until then, err on the side of plenty. 

Smoothing kinks and twists 

New thread often comes off the reel with a memory of curl, and a 

curled thread tangles and knots as you work. Run it gently between 

your finger and thumbnail once or twice to straighten it, the way you 

might smooth a length of ribbon. A few seconds of this at the start 

saves many small frustrations later in the piece. 

As you bead, the thread slowly gathers twist with every pass through a 

bead. Every so often, let the needle and the piece hang down freely 
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and spin until the thread relaxes and stops turning on its own. This 

small pause keeps tangles from forming and keeps your tension even 

from one end of the piece to the other. It becomes a natural rhythm, a 

brief rest your hands take without thinking. 

The stop bead 

A stop bead is a temporary anchor that keeps your first beads from 

sliding off the end of the thread while you begin. To set one, pick up a 

single bead in a color you will notice, slide it down to where you want 

it, and pass the needle through it a second time in the same direction. 

The thread wraps around the outside of the bead and grips, holding 

firm while you work. Leave a comfortable tail beyond the stop bead, 

since you will use it later when you finish that end. 

At the end of the piece, the stop bead comes off cleanly. Hold the bead, 

ease the thread loop loose with a needle tip, and slide it free. Because 

it was never knotted, it leaves no mark and no lump behind, only a 

tidy thread ready to finish. Choosing a stop bead in a bright, odd color, 

different from your design, makes it easy to spot and easy to remove 

without confusion. 

If a stop bead grips too tightly to remove easily, do not force it, since 

pulling hard can fray the thread. Instead, slide a needle under the 

wrapped loop and ease it open gently, and the bead will release. If it 

sits too loosely and slips while you work, simply pass the thread 

through it once more to add another wrap and tighten its hold. A stop 

bead should grip firmly but come away kindly. 

Even tension explained 

Tension is simply how tightly your beads sit against the thread. Too 

loose, and gaps of bare thread show between the beads, leaving the 

piece floppy and quick to wear, since exposed thread takes the friction 

the beads were meant to share. Too tight, and the piece curls, stiffens, 

and fights against the natural curve of a wrist or a finger. 

Just right sits between the two. The beads touch their neighbors 

without straining, and the piece drapes softly when you lay it down on 

the table. Aim for beads that are close but not crushed, with no thread 

showing and no buckling along the row. If you are unsure, lay the 
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piece flat and watch how it rests. A piece with good tension lies calm 

and even, neither gaping nor curling up at the ends. 

A five-minute tension practice run 

Before a real piece, especially a new technique, a short practice run is 

time well spent. Cut a short length of thread, string a simple row, and 

pay attention only to how the tension feels in your hands. Try pulling a 

little tighter, then a little looser, and watch how the row responds to 

each change. 

This is not wasted work. Five minutes of practice teaches your hands 

the feel of even tension far better than any instruction can, and the 

piece that follows will quietly show the difference. Keep your practice 

piece nearby as you work, and glance at it when you want to 

remember how that good, even tension felt. 

Doubling thread for small pieces 

Rings and charms live a hard life. They rub against keys, doorframes 

and other jewelry all day, and they are small, so there is little thread to 

share the strain. For these pieces, doubling the thread is a quiet 

insurance against the kind of failure that always seems to happen at 

the worst moment. 

To work doubled, simply use two strands as though they were one, or 

fold a single long thread in half and begin from the fold. The piece is 

barely any harder to make, and it becomes far more able to survive the 

bumps of daily wear. For a ring you plan to wear every day, doubling is 

rarely a decision you will regret. 

Good light and a steady surface 

Good finishing needs to be seen to be done well. Work in bright, even 

light, ideally daylight or a lamp placed so it does not throw your hands 

into shadow. Small knots and thread paths are hard to judge in dim 

light, and a pass you cannot see clearly is a pass you can easily miss, 

which becomes a future failure. 

A surface that holds beads still matters just as much. A bead mat, a 

folded towel, or a shallow tray keeps beads from rolling away and lets 

you pick them up in order. A calm, organized surface is part of a clean 
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finish, not separate from it, and the few minutes you spend setting up 

a comfortable workspace make every step that follows easier. 

It is worth resting your eyes and hands now and then as well. Close 

work is easy to get lost in, and tired eyes miss small details that fresh 

ones would catch. A short pause every twenty minutes or so, looking 

up across the room and stretching your fingers, keeps both your 

tension and your judgment steady through a long session.  
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C H A P T E R  F O U R  

The Knots That Hold 

This is the chapter to return to again and again. Knots are where a 

piece becomes permanent, and a handful of them will carry you 

through almost everything you make. The good news is that you do 

not need many. Learn these well, practice them until your hands know 

them by feel, and you will rarely meet a piece you cannot finish 

securely. Take this chapter slowly, since the small details here are the 

ones that decide whether your work lasts. 

The two knots you truly need 

It is easy to believe that strong finishing means learning a long list of 

complicated knots. It does not. For beaded jewelry, two knots do 

almost all of the work. The surgeon’s knot holds elastic. The square 

knot holds thread. Everything else in this chapter is a small variation 

on these two, or a backup for a special case. 

If you learn only these two and tie them well, you can finish the great 

majority of pieces with real confidence. There is no need to feel you 

are missing some secret knot that the experts know. Two is genuinely 

enough, and the time you would spend memorizing more is far better 

spent making these two automatic. 

It helps to practice each new knot on a spare length of thread or elastic 

before you use it on a real piece, away from the worry of spoiling good 

beadwork. Tie it slowly a dozen times, watching how the loops sit and 

how the knot draws closed. The few minutes this takes will save you 

many later, and a knot your hands have already practiced is far less 

likely to fail when it matters. 

The surgeon’s knot for elastic 

Elastic is springy and a little slippery, which is exactly why a plain 

knot slides loose on it. You can tie what feels like a firm knot, only to 

watch it creep open over the next few days. The surgeon’s knot solves 

this with one extra wrap that grips while you finish the rest. 
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Begin with the two ends of the elastic in your hands. Cross the right 

end over the left, then pass it under and through, just as if starting a 

simple knot, but wrap it around twice instead of once before you draw 

it snug. That double first wrap is the whole secret. It adds friction, so 

the knot stays put instead of unwinding while you tie the second half. 

Now tie the second half in the other direction. Cross the left end over 

the right, pass it through once, and pull both ends evenly until the 

knot sits firm against the beads. Take your time drawing it closed, and 

keep the tension even on both ends, so the knot comes up neat and flat 

rather than lopsided. A surgeon’s knot, tied with care and topped with 

a second knot, is what keeps an elastic bracelet whole through months 

of daily wear. 

The square knot for thread 

The square knot, sometimes called a reef knot, is the everyday knot for 

beading thread. It lies flat, tucks away easily, and holds well when it is 

tied correctly. It is the knot you will reach for most often, so it is worth 

making it second nature. 

The rhythm to remember is right over left, then left over right. Cross 

the right thread over the left and pass it through. Then cross the left 

thread over the right and pass it through. Pull both ends evenly, and 

the knot settles into a small, flat, balanced shape. Said aloud while you 

tie, right over left, then left over right, the rhythm quickly becomes 

second nature, and your hands will soon tie it without any prompting 

at all. 

When you pull a square knot closed, draw both ends straight out to 

the sides rather than up and away from each other. Pulling evenly and 

in line lets the knot seat flat against the beads, which is exactly how it 

should sit. If the knot wants to stand up or twist as you tighten, ease 

off and check your direction before drawing it fully closed. 

Fixing a knot that twists into a ball 

If your knot turns into a lumpy, twisted ball instead of lying flat, you 

have most likely tied a granny knot by accident. This happens when 

both halves are tied the same way, right over left both times, instead of 

reversing the direction for the second half. A granny knot looks similar 

at a glance but sits crooked and slips far more easily. 
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The fix is simple. Undo the knot and tie it again, paying attention to 

direction. The first half goes one way, the second half goes the 

opposite way. A square knot reverses, while a granny knot repeats. 

Once you can feel the difference in your hands, a flat knot becomes the 

natural result every time, and the lumpy ball becomes a mistake you 

can recognize and correct in a moment. 

The overhand and double overhand knots 

The overhand knot is the simplest knot of all, the one you tie without 

thinking when you knot a thread. It has its place as a quick backup, 

especially when it is knotted close against a bead to stop a row from 

loosening, or when you need a small, fast knot in a tight space. 

A double overhand knot is the same knot with the thread passed 

through the loop twice before tightening. That second pass makes a 

bulkier, more secure knot that holds better on slippery cord. When a 

single overhand will not stay put, the double version often will, and it 

makes a reliable second knot on top of a square or surgeon’s knot. 

Why a second knot on top matters 

A single knot, however well tied, can ease loose over time as a piece is 

worn and flexed against the body. A second knot tied directly on top of 

the first is cheap insurance against this slow loosening, and it costs 

only a few seconds. 

Tie your main knot, then tie a simple overhand or a second square 

knot right on top of it, snugged down against the first. For elastic and 

for any piece that will be worn often, this second knot is not optional. 

It is the difference between a finish that holds for a season and one 

that holds for years. Where you can, settle the knots between two 

beads so they sit hidden and protected, out of the way of fingers and 

clothing that might otherwise work them loose. 

On elastic in particular, the second knot does more than add security. 

As you wear an elastic piece, the cord stretches and relaxes a thousand 

times, and each cycle tugs gently at the knot. The second knot, sitting 

snug on the first, holds it closed against all that quiet movement. It is 

the single habit most likely to keep a beginner’s elastic bracelet from 

coming apart in its first month. 
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A wrapped finish for daily wear 

For pieces that take heavy daily wear, a wrapped finish adds strength 

beyond a knot alone. After tying off, pass the working thread back 

through several of the beads beside the knot, following the path the 

beads already take. Each bead the thread passes through shares a little 

of the strain, so no single point carries all of it. 

This takes only a minute more, and it spreads the load across the piece 

instead of leaving it all on one knot. For a ring or a bracelet worn every 

day, that extra minute pays for itself many times over. Think of it as 

giving the knot a few helpers, so that even if the knot itself were ever 

to ease, the woven thread would quietly hold everything in place. 

When a knot keeps slipping 

A knot that will not stay tied is frustrating, but the causes are few and 

each has a cure. The thread may simply be too slippery, in which case 

an extra wrap, as in the surgeon’s knot, adds the grip it needs. The 

knot may have too few passes, so a second knot on top solves it. The 

ends may have been trimmed too close before the knot fully set, so 

leave a little tail until you are sure it holds. And the knot may have 

been tied as a granny rather than a square, so it never seated flat in 

the first place. 

Work through these one at a time, changing only one thing before you 

test again. In nearly every case, a slipping knot is not bad luck and not 

a sign that you lack the knack. It is one of these small, fixable causes, 

and naming the right one leads you straight to the answer. 

If a knot still will not hold after you have worked through these 

causes, the thread or cord itself may simply be too worn or too fine for 

the job, and switching to a fresh or slightly heavier length often settles 

the matter at once. A knot is a partnership between your hands and 

the material, and sometimes the kindest fix is to give your hands 

better material to work with. 

A secure finish checklist 

Before you call any piece done, run a short mental checklist. It takes 

only seconds and it saves real heartbreak later, when a piece is already 

being worn or has been given away. 
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• The knot is tied correctly, square for thread or surgeon’s for 

elastic, and it lies flat. 

• A second knot sits on top of the first, snugged down against it. 

• For elastic and for well-worn pieces, a small touch of glue has 

sealed the knot and dried. 

• The thread has been woven back through a few beads, not 

simply cut at the knot. 

• The tail is trimmed close, but not so close that the knot can 

work loose. 

• You have gently tugged the finished piece, and nothing shifts, 

gaps or gives. 

Run through these six points and you can hand over a piece knowing it 

was truly finished, not merely assembled. In time the checklist 

becomes instinct, and you will feel when a piece is right before you 

have even thought the words.  
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C H A P T E R  F I V E  

Joining Thread and Hiding 
Tails 

Two quiet details separate a finished piece from a rushed one. The 

first is an invisible join, where a new thread takes over from an old 

one without a trace. The second is a clean tail, hidden so well that no 

one can find where the thread ends. Neither is difficult once you have 

seen it, and together they give your work a professional, lasting finish 

that beginners are often surprised they can achieve. 

When and why thread runs short 

Even with a generous length, a thread sometimes runs short before a 

piece is done, especially on a long necklace or a densely woven design 

that passes through each bead more than once. This is not a mistake, 

and it is not a reason to start over. 

It is simply a normal moment in beading, and there is a clean way 

through it. The goal is to bring in a new thread so smoothly that the 

join disappears into the beadwork. Once you have done this a few 

times, a thread running short stops feeling like a setback and becomes 

just another small, familiar step. 

It is worth saying plainly that joining thread is not a sign you 

measured badly or did anything wrong. Even experienced beaders join 

thread all the time, especially on larger pieces, and the join, done well, 

is every bit as strong as the original thread. So there is no need to 

unpick your work or feel you have failed. You simply bring in more 

thread and carry on. 

Joining a new thread 

To join a new thread, you overlap it with the old one through several 

beads they will share. Leave the old thread where it is for now, still 

attached to the piece. Thread your needle with a fresh length, and 

weave it into the piece a few beads back from where the old thread 

ends, following the same path the beads already take. 
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Bring the new thread forward until it runs alongside the old thread 

through a small run of beads. This overlap is what makes the join 

strong. The two threads share the same beads, so the strain passes 

smoothly from one to the other, with no weak gap between them. The 

more beads they share, within reason, the stronger and more invisible 

the join becomes. 

Take a moment to make sure the new thread follows exactly the same 

path as the beads, in the same direction, rather than cutting across the 

work. A join that follows the established path lies flat and shares the 

strain evenly, while one that takes a shortcut can leave a small pucker 

or a weak spot. Patience here is rewarded with a join you will never be 

able to find again. 

Tying the hidden square knot 

With the two threads overlapping, settle them so the changeover falls 

between two beads, where a small knot can hide. Tie a square knot 

there, right over left, then left over right, snugging it down gently so it 

seats in the tiny space between the beads rather than sitting proud on 

the surface. 

Because the knot sits between beads rather than on top of them, it 

vanishes from view once the piece is held normally. A dot of glue on 

this knot, applied with a needle tip and left to dry, makes the join 

quietly permanent. This is one of the few places where a touch of glue 

truly earns its keep, since the join carries the strain of two threads 

meeting. 

Weaving forward to your stopping point 

With the new thread joined, weave it forward through the beadwork 

until you reach the point where the old thread left off. Follow the 

established thread path, passing through beads in the same order, so 

the new thread simply continues the work that was already underway. 

Once you arrive, you can carry on beading as though nothing 

happened, and no one looking at the finished piece will ever find the 

seam. Only now will you deal with the old thread tail, which has been 

waiting patiently for its own tidy finish at the back of the work. 



17 

Hiding tails 

A tail left poking out of a bead is the clearest sign of rushed work, and 

it will catch on clothing and slowly pull loose with each snag. The cure 

is to weave the tail back into the piece before you trim it, so that it is 

held by the beadwork itself. 

Thread the tail onto your needle and pass it back through several 

beads, following the bead path so it disappears inside the work. 

Change direction once if you can, turning a corner through the beads, 

because a tail that bends is far more secure than one that runs 

straight. The friction of those few beads holds the thread firmly 

without any knot at all, which is why a well woven tail can be even 

more secure than a knotted one. 

If a tail is too short to thread onto a needle, you have a couple of gentle 

options. You can sometimes coax it through a bead or two with the 

needle tip and a little patience, or you can add a small dab of glue and 

tuck it down close against a bead. The lesson for next time is to leave a 

slightly longer tail, since a tail you can comfortably weave in is always 

easier to hide than one cut too short. 

Trimming flush without loosening 

Once the tail is woven in, trim it flush against a bead with your sharp 

scissors. Hold the piece gently as you cut, and avoid pulling the thread 

tight just before you trim, which can drag the cut end back inside and, 

in some cases, ease a nearby knot loose. 

Cut close, but leave the tiniest whisker rather than slicing right at the 

knot. A thread cut with a hair to spare stays put, while a thread cut 

absolutely flush at the knot can sometimes slip free over time. Once 

trimmed, the end relaxes back out of sight, and a gentle roll of the 

piece between your fingers tucks any last whisker away inside the 

beads. 

Burying a knot inside a bead 

For the most invisible finish of all, a knot can be buried inside a bead. 

After tying off between two beads, pass the needle into the next bead 

and give a gentle, steady tug, so the knot pulls into the bead’s hole 

where it sits hidden from view. 
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This works best with beads that have a little room in the hole, since a 

tight hole will not swallow the knot. A small dab of glue on the knot 

before you pull it in makes it permanent. Done well, the knot vanishes 

completely, and the piece looks as though it was never tied off at all, 

which is the quiet mark of careful work. 

If the knot will not pull into the bead no matter how you tug, do not 

force it, since a hard yank can snap the thread or crack the bead. 

Either choose a neighboring bead with a wider hole to receive the 

knot, or simply leave the knot tucked neatly between two beads and 

weave the tail away as usual. A knot settled in a gap and woven in is 

already secure, with or without a bead to hide it. 

Common join failures and how to avoid them 

A few small habits prevent most join problems. Overlapping through 

too few beads leaves the join weak, so pass through several rather than 

one or two. Tying the knot on the surface instead of between beads 

leaves a visible lump, so always settle it into a gap. And trimming the 

tail before weaving it in leaves an end that works loose, so weave first 

and trim second, every time. Avoid these three, and your joins will 

hold and hide so well that even you will struggle to find them later.  
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C H A P T E R  S I X  

Clasps, Findings and Wire 
Finishing 

Many lovely pieces end not in a woven knot but at a clasp, a loop or a 

crimp. Finishing these ends well is what lets a necklace open and close 

smoothly for years, and what keeps an earring from coming apart in a 

pocket. This chapter builds on the findings introduced in the main 

book and shows you how to attach each one securely, so that the 

hardware is as dependable as the beadwork it holds. 

Opening and closing a jump ring 

A jump ring is a small metal ring with a single split, and it is the 

workhorse that joins clasps and charms to a piece. The way you open 

it matters a great deal, because opened the wrong way it never closes 

neatly again, and a ring that does not close fully is a charm waiting to 

be lost. 

Hold the ring with two pliers, one on each side of the split. Twist one 

hand toward you and the other away, so the ends move apart 

sideways, like opening a door. Never pull the ends straight apart, 

which bends the ring into an oval that will not close cleanly again. To 

close, twist the ends back the same way until they meet with a tiny 

click and sit flush, leaving no gap for a thread or a chain to slip 

through. A good habit is to twist slightly past the closing point and 

back, so the ends spring tight against each other. 

If you find that your jump rings keep springing open in wear, the 

cause is almost always that they were never quite closed flush, leaving 

a hairline gap. Hold a closed ring up to the light and look closely at the 

join, where you should see no line of daylight between the ends. For 

pieces that take real strain, soldered or thicker jump rings give extra 

peace of mind, since they cannot work open at all. 

Attaching a lobster clasp 

A lobster clasp is the small spring catch that opens with a lever and 

snaps shut on its own. It is a favorite because it is secure and easy to 
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use with one hand, and it usually joins to a piece with a jump ring at 

each end. 

Open a jump ring as above, slip it through the loop at the end of your 

beaded piece and through the ring on the clasp, then close it firmly. At 

the other end of the piece, attach a second jump ring on its own, or a 

short ring of chain, to give the clasp something to catch onto. Check 

that both jump rings are fully closed before you finish, because a clasp 

is only ever as secure as the rings that hold it in place. 

Adding an extender chain 

An extender chain is a short length of chain added at one end of a 

necklace or bracelet, so the piece can be worn at more than one length. 

It is a small touch that makes a gift fit a wider range of people, and a 

kindness when you are not certain of the exact size someone prefers. 

Attach the extender with a jump ring at the clasp end. The lobster 

clasp can then catch any link along the chain, lengthening or 

shortening the piece by an inch or two as the wearer likes. A small 

bead or charm hung on the very last link adds a pretty finish and a 

little weight that helps the chain hang straight rather than flipping up. 

Building a plain loop and a wrapped loop 

Head pins and eye pins are straight wires used to hang a bead as a 

drop or a charm. To use them, you turn the wire above the bead into a 

loop, and there are two loops worth knowing, one quick and one 

strong. 

A plain loop is quicker. Thread your bead onto the pin, trim the wire 

above it to about half an inch, bend the wire to a right angle just above 

the bead, then grip the very tip with round nose pliers and roll it 

toward the bend into a round loop. It is simple and tidy, and it suits 

light pieces that will not be pulled hard. 

A wrapped loop is stronger and cannot pull open. Leave a longer tail 

above the bead, make the right angle bend, grip with round nose 

pliers, and bring the tail up and over to form the loop. Then, instead of 

stopping, wrap the remaining tail neatly around the little neck of wire 

between the loop and the bead two or three times before trimming the 

end close and tucking it in. For anything that will take strain, such as a 
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heavier drop or a much loved everyday piece, the wrapped loop is well 

worth the extra moments. 

Wrapped loops take practice, and your first few may look a little 

untidy. That is perfectly normal, and it is no reason to give up on 

them. Work slowly, keep the wraps close together and even, and trim 

the tail flush so no sharp end is left to scratch. Within a handful of 

attempts your wraps will tidy themselves, and you will have a join that 

is both strong and quietly beautiful. 

Making a secure eye pin connection 

An eye pin is a pin with a ready-made loop at one end, used to link 

parts together into a chain of beads. To connect two parts, open its 

loop the same sideways way you open a jump ring, link it through the 

next piece, and close it again so the ends meet flush. 

For connections that must be very secure, a wrapped loop at the open 

end turns an eye pin into a closed link that cannot work apart. Use a 

plain loop for light pieces where ease matters, and the wrapped 

version wherever a join will be pulled or worn often, so the connection 

matches the life the piece will lead. 

Finishing beading wire with crimp beads 

Beading wire is a strong, flexible cable used for heavier strung pieces, 

and it is finished not with a knot but with a crimp bead, a small soft 

metal tube that is squeezed to grip the wire and hold the clasp in 

place. 

Thread a crimp bead onto the wire, then the loop of your clasp, then 

pass the wire back down through the crimp bead to form a small loop 

that holds the clasp. Snug the loop closed, leaving it just large enough 

for the clasp to move freely. Now squeeze the crimp bead firmly with 

chain nose pliers, or fold it with crimping pliers for a rounder, neater 

finish, so it grips both strands of wire tightly. Trim the short tail close, 

and tuck it back into the first bead or two if there is room. A crimp 

cover, a tiny metal shell, can be closed over the crimp to hide it and 

give a smooth, beadlike finish. 

Give every finished crimp a firm but gentle tug before you call it done, 

pulling the clasp away from the beads to be sure the crimp truly grips. 
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It is far better to find a loose crimp now, at your table, than to have a 

necklace come apart in wear. If the wire slides at all within the crimp, 

replace the crimp with the correct size and squeeze more firmly, or 

add a second crimp bead beside the first for extra hold. 

Choosing the right finding for the strain 

Not every finding suits every piece. A delicate plain loop is fine for 

light earrings but can pull open on a heavy pendant, which calls for a 

wrapped loop instead. A thin jump ring may be enough for a small 

charm but too weak for a clasp that is tugged every day as a bracelet 

goes on and off. 

As a rule, match the strength of the finding to the strain the piece will 

take. The more weight a connection carries, and the more often it is 

handled, the sturdier the finding and the loop should be. It is a small 

judgment, but making it well is part of what keeps a piece together 

long after it leaves your hands. 

Checking every connection 

Before a piece with findings is done, check each connection in turn. 

Run a finger around every jump ring to feel for a gap. Tug each loop 

gently to be sure it holds. Open and close the clasp a few times to 

confirm it catches smoothly and snaps shut on its own. A minute 

spent checking now prevents a lost charm or a dropped pendant later, 

and it is the surest way to send a piece out into the world with 

confidence.  
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C H A P T E R  S E V E N  

The Repair Manual: When 
Things Break 

Sooner or later, something breaks. A bracelet catches on a sleeve, an 

elastic gives way, a clasp pulls loose at the worst possible moment. 

This is the chapter that turns those small disasters into calm, ordinary 

fixes. Nothing here is beyond a beginner. Each repair is a clear set of 

steps, and most take only a few minutes once you know them. Keep 

this chapter handy, since it is the one you will reach for when a 

favorite piece needs rescuing. 

First, assess calmly 

When a piece breaks, the first step is not to reach for thread. It is to 

stop and look. Gather any loose beads at once so none are lost, then 

set the piece down and ask two quiet questions. What exactly broke, 

and why did it most likely happen? 

A snapped thread, a failed knot, a bent jump ring and a cracked bead 

each call for a different fix, and naming the problem makes the right 

repair obvious. Knowing why it broke, whether from a weak knot, an 

old elastic, or simple daily wear, also tells you what to do differently 

when you remake it, so the same break does not return. A calm look 

saves time and prevents a second break soon after the first. 

It also helps to set the broken piece and its beads somewhere safe 

before you begin, rather than repairing in a rush on a crowded table. A 

small dish or a closed bag keeps stray beads together until you are 

ready. Repairs go far more smoothly when nothing is lost between 

noticing the break and sitting down to mend it, and a calm start makes 

for a calm, careful finish. 

Rescuing scattered beads from a snapped strand 

A strand that snaps and scatters beads looks like a small catastrophe, 

but it is one of the easiest repairs of all. First, recover the beads. Work 

over a tray or a towel so none roll away, and gather every bead you can 
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find, including any that bounced into corners or under furniture 

nearby. 

Sort them back into their pattern, laying them out in order if the 

design was sequenced, so the remake follows the original. Then 

restring them on fresh thread, since the old thread has already proven 

that it can fail and does not deserve a second chance. Most snapped 

strands become, within minutes, a piece as good as new, and often 

better, because the fresh thread is stronger than the tired one it 

replaces. 

If a few beads cannot be found, do not let it stop the repair. Restring 

with what you have, filling any gap with a close match from your 

supplies, and the piece will look whole again. It is one more reason to 

keep a small store of spare beads in common colors and sizes, since a 

stray bead lost under a sofa need not mean a piece is set aside for 

good. 

Repairing a broken elastic bracelet or ring 

Elastic does not last forever. Over months it stretches, thins and 

finally splits, usually without warning and usually at the least 

convenient time. When an elastic piece breaks, the repair is simply to 

restring it on new cord, since the beads themselves are almost always 

fine. 

Slide the beads off carefully, keeping their order, and discard the old 

elastic entirely rather than trying to mend it. Cut a fresh length of 

stretch cord, restring the beads, and tie off with a surgeon’s knot 

followed by a second knot on top, exactly as in the knots chapter. A 

small touch of glue on the knot, left to dry, finishes the job. Because 

elastic is simply the part that wears out, a fresh cord makes the piece 

whole again and ready for another long stretch of wear. 

If an elastic piece has broken once, it is wise to treat its age as a 

warning. Elastic that has reached the end of its life in one spot is often 

tired throughout, so a fresh, slightly heavier cord is usually a better 

choice than the thinnest elastic you have. Worked with a surgeon’s 

knot and a second knot on top, the remade piece will likely outlast the 

original by a good margin. 
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Re-securing a clasp or jump ring 

A clasp or jump ring that has pulled loose is usually a matter of an 

open ring rather than a broken one, which is welcome news, since 

closing a ring is far quicker than rebuilding a piece. Look closely at the 

jump rings near the clasp. If one has sprung open, the fix is to close it 

properly, twisting the ends back together sideways until they sit flush 

with no gap. 

If a ring has been bent out of shape or weakened by being opened and 

closed too many times, replace it with a fresh one rather than forcing 

the old one closed. While you are there, check the rings at both ends, 

since a ring that opened once often has a partner that is starting to 

give as well, and fixing both now saves a second repair next week. 

Replacing a cracked or broken bead 

A single cracked bead in the middle of a piece does not mean the 

whole piece is lost. The repair is to open the beadwork just enough to 

reach the bad bead, remove it, and slip a replacement into its place, 

leaving the rest of the design untouched. 

Work back to the broken bead by following the thread path, easing the 

thread loose bead by bead until the cracked one can be lifted out. Set a 

matching bead in its place, then weave the thread back through, 

restoring the original path and the original tension. Tie off and hide 

the tails as usual. Keeping a few spare beads from each project makes 

this kind of repair far easier, since an exact match is already on hand 

and you are not left hunting for a near substitute. 

If you have no exact match for the broken bead, do not despair, since a 

thoughtful substitute can look entirely intentional. Choose a bead of 

the same size in a color that sits happily with its neighbors, or, if the 

design is symmetrical, change the matching bead on the other side to 

keep the balance. A small, deliberate change of this kind often reads as 

part of the design rather than a repair. 

Fixing a loose, spinning or sideways charm 

A charm or pendant that spins, droops or hangs sideways is usually 

held by a loop or jump ring that has loosened or twisted out of place. 

Look first at how it attaches before you change anything. If a jump 

ring has opened, close it. If a plain loop has sprung, it can often be 
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closed again with pliers, or replaced with a wrapped loop for a more 

permanent hold. 

If the charm hangs crookedly, the loop it sits on may be twisted out of 

line, and a gentle turn brings it back so the charm faces forward and 

sits straight again. For a charm that keeps coming loose no matter 

what you do, a wrapped loop is the lasting answer, since it cannot pull 

open the way a plain loop can, and it puts an end to the problem for 

good. 

Mending a daisy or motif that has come undone 

A flower, daisy or other small motif that has loosened can usually be 

tightened rather than rebuilt from scratch. These shapes are formed 

by the thread passing through a ring of beads, and when they sag or 

lose their shape, that thread path has simply worked loose somewhere 

along the way. 

Find the working thread and follow the motif’s path, gently drawing 

the thread snug again so the beads pull back into their proper shape. If 

the thread has broken inside the motif, weave in a new thread 

alongside the old, retrace the original path through the motif, and tie 

off neatly between beads. The shape returns as the thread tightens, 

and a small motif that looked ruined comes neatly back to life, often 

with no sign that it was ever undone. 

Reopening and reclosing a finished knot 

Sometimes a repair means undoing a knot you tied yourself. This is a 

last resort, since a well finished knot is meant to stay closed, but now 

and then it must be done to reach a problem behind it. Find the knot, 

and with a needle tip or fine tweezers, tease the loops gently apart 

rather than pulling hard, which only tightens the knot further. 

If the knot was sealed with glue, you may need to cut it away and retie 

rather than try to reopen it, which is no failure and often the cleaner 

choice. Once you have done what you came to do, tie a fresh knot and 

finish it properly, with a second knot on top and the tails woven in. 

Treat a reopened knot as a new finish, given the same full care as the 

first, not as a quick patch. 
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Knowing when to repair and when to restring 

Not every break is worth a spot repair. A single loose jump ring or one 

cracked bead is a quick fix that leaves the rest of the piece sound. But a 

piece that breaks in several places, or one strung on thread that has 

clearly grown old, thin and weak, is quietly telling you something. 

When the thread itself is failing, repairing one spot only invites the 

next break a little further along the strand. 

The honest answer is often to restring the whole piece on fresh thread, 

which the next chapter treats not as a chore but as a small pleasure. As 

a rule, fix what is local and fresh, and restring what is old and tired 

throughout. Learning to tell the two apart is part of becoming 

confident with repair, and it saves you from mending the same piece 

over and over. 

Above all, try not to see a restring as a defeat. A piece that has been 

worn enough to wear out its thread is a piece that has been loved, and 

giving it a fresh foundation is simply the next chapter in its life. Many 

beaders come to enjoy these remakes most of all, since the design is 

already settled and the work is pure, unhurried pleasure.  
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C H A P T E R  E I G H T  

Restringing and Renewing 
Old Pieces 

Restringing has a poor reputation it does not deserve. Many beginners 

treat it as an admission of failure, a sign that something went wrong 

with their work. It is nothing of the sort. Restringing is one of the 

quiet pleasures of beading, a quick way to refresh a piece you love and 

to improve it gently while you are at it. 

Why restringing is a five-minute gift 

A piece that needs restringing is not broken beyond saving. It is a 

finished design that simply needs a new foundation, and the hardest 

part, choosing the beads and working out the pattern, is already done 

for you. All that remains is the pleasant, familiar work of stringing. 

Most pieces take only a few minutes to restring, since you are 

following a design that already works and that you already know. 

Think of it not as repair but as a small gift to a piece you already enjoy, 

giving it fresh thread, a tighter finish, and another long stretch of life 

on the wrist or around the neck. 

There is also a quiet satisfaction in restringing that making a brand 

new piece does not quite offer. You are caring for something with a 

history, perhaps a piece you wore often or made for someone dear. 

Bringing it back to life, fresh and strong again, is a small and gentle 

pleasure, and the finished piece carries both its old story and its new 

beginning. 

Salvaging beads safely 

The first step in any remake is to recover the beads without losing or 

damaging them. Work over a tray or a bead mat so nothing rolls away 

while your hands are busy. If the piece is strung on thread, snip it in 

one place and let the beads slide off gently into the tray. If it is on 

elastic, the same approach works, and the old elastic goes straight in 

the bin. 
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Take care with the order of the beads if the design is sequenced, easing 

them off in a line so the pattern stays intact and ready to follow. A 

patient minute here, keeping everything in order, saves a great deal of 

sorting and guessing later when you come to restring. 

If the beads do not need to stay in a particular order, you can simply 

let them gather in the tray and sort them afterward. But for a 

sequenced design, a row of small dishes, or a strip of folded paper with 

the beads laid out in order, keeps the pattern safe while you work. The 

little extra care taken now is what lets the remake match the piece you 

remember. 

Cleaning and sorting reclaimed beads 

Beads that have been worn for a while may carry a little dust, lotion or 

skin oil, which can dull their shine. A gentle wipe with a soft, dry cloth, 

or, for plain uncoated glass beads, a barely damp wipe and a thorough 

drying, leaves them looking fresh and ready for their next life. 

As you clean, sort the beads back into their colors and sizes, returning 

them to small dishes or a divided tray. Reclaimed beads are perfectly 

good to reuse, every bit as nice as new ones, and sorting them now 

turns the remake into a calm, orderly pleasure rather than a 

frustrating hunt through a jumble of mixed beads. 

Restringing on fresh thread or elastic 

With clean, sorted beads ready, restringing is simply making the piece 

again on a new foundation. Cut a generous length of fresh thread or 

stretch cord, set your stop bead or your starting knot, and rebuild the 

design bead by bead at your own pace. 

Because the design already exists and you have made it before, you 

can work calmly and enjoy the quiet rhythm of stringing. Finish with 

the proper knots and hidden tails from the earlier chapters. The piece 

that results is the one you loved, now resting on a foundation that will 

easily outlast the old one. 

Take the same care with this remake that you would with a first 

attempt, since a piece worth restringing is a piece worth finishing well. 

Set your tension evenly, tie your knots properly, and hide your tails 

with the same patience as before. The goal is not merely to put the 
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beads back on a string, but to give the piece a finish that will see it 

through years more of happy wear. 

Refreshing the design a little 

A remake is a chance to change small things you always meant to 

change. Perhaps the bracelet was a touch tight, and you can add a 

repeat or two for a kinder fit. Perhaps a color never quite sat right next 

to its neighbors, and you can swap it now for one you like better. 

There is no rule that a remade piece must match the original down to 

the last bead. A remake is a gentle invitation to improve, to adjust the 

length, refresh a color, or add a small accent bead that makes a 

familiar piece feel new again. Many beaders find their remade pieces 

become their favorites. 

Upgrading findings during a remake 

While a piece is apart is the ideal moment to improve its hardware, 

since everything is already open and accessible. A plain loop that once 

pulled loose can become a sturdy wrapped loop. A thin jump ring can 

be replaced with a heavier one. A worn clasp can give way to a 

smoother, stronger catch that is a pleasure to use. 

These small upgrades cost very little and add years of life to a piece. A 

piece often comes back from a remake not only as good as it was, but 

genuinely better made than before, since you are finishing it now with 

more skill and more care than you had the first time around. 

Keeping a written recipe 

The surest way to remake a favorite exactly is to write it down while it 

is fresh. After finishing a piece you love, jot a short recipe, the bead 

types and colors, the order they go in, the finished length, the thread, 

and the findings you used. A photograph alongside the note makes it 

even easier to follow later. 

A small notebook of these recipes turns every favorite piece into one 

you can remake at will, whether for yourself or as a gift for someone 

else, without having to puzzle it out again from nothing. It is a simple 

habit that quietly pays you back every time a beloved piece finally 

wears out and asks to be made anew. 
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These recipes grow more valuable with time. A piece you adore today 

may wear out years from now, long after the small details have faded 

from memory, and a clear note will let you make it again exactly. The 

same notes also make it easy to offer a favorite design to a friend, or to 

make a matching set, without any guesswork at all.  
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C H A P T E R  N I N E  

Care, Storage and 
Troubleshooting Reference 

A well made piece deserves a little care, and care is mostly a matter of 

small, easy habits rather than any great effort. This closing chapter 

shows you how to keep your jewelry lovely for years, and ends with a 

quick reference you can glance at whenever something needs 

attention. 

Daily habits that protect a piece 

The single best habit is to put jewelry on last and take it off first. 

Beaded pieces last far longer when they are kept away from water, 

lotion, perfume, and the friction of a night’s sleep. 

Take a piece off before you wash, swim or shower, since water and 

soap work into thread and elastic and slowly shorten their life. Put it 

on after lotion and perfume have dried, so oils and sprays do not dull 

the beads or weaken the cord. And slip it off before bed, since a night 

of turning and pressing against a pillow strains a piece more than a 

full day of gentle wear ever does. 

None of this asks for special effort, only a little awareness as you go 

about your day. Within a week or two these habits become automatic, 

and you will reach for your jewelry last and set it down first without a 

thought. The reward is pieces that keep their shine and their strength 

far longer than jewelry that is simply worn around the clock and 

forgotten. 

Cleaning gently 

Most beaded jewelry needs only a soft, dry cloth. Wipe each piece now 

and then to lift away dust and the light film that skin naturally leaves 

behind, and it will keep its shine for a very long time. 

Avoid soaking beaded pieces, and steer clear of harsh cleaners and 

jewelry dips, which can creep into the thread, loosen knots and harm 

delicate finishes. If a glass bead needs more than a dry wipe, a barely 
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damp cloth followed by careful, thorough drying is as far as you 

should go. Gentle and dry is almost always the safest choice for 

beadwork. 

If a piece has picked up a stubborn mark or a little tarnish on its metal 

parts, resist the urge to scrub. A gentle polish of the metal alone with a 

soft cloth, keeping moisture away from the thread and beads, is 

usually enough. When in doubt, less is always safer than more, since 

most harm to beadwork comes not from dirt but from 

overenthusiastic cleaning. 

Storing pieces flat and separated 

How you store a piece matters as much as how you clean it. Lay 

beaded jewelry flat and keep each piece separate from the next, so 

nothing tangles, rubs against, or crushes its neighbor in a drawer. 

A divided tray, small individual pouches, or a box with compartments 

all work well for this. Hanging can slowly stretch a strung necklace 

over time, and a heap of pieces in one dish leads to knots and 

scratches that are tiresome to undo. Flat and separated keeps every 

piece ready to wear and free of damage. 

Caring for different materials 

The three foundations behave a little differently, and each likes 

slightly different care. Elastic is the shortest lived of the three, 

weakened by water, oils and constant stretching, so treat elastic pieces 

most gently and expect to restring them in time as a normal part of 

their life. 

Nylon thread is hard wearing but can fray with heavy friction, so keep 

woven pieces away from rough surfaces and sharp edges. Beading wire 

is often the strongest choice for heavier pieces, but it can kink 

permanently if it is bent sharply, so store wired pieces in gentle curves 

rather than tight folds. A little awareness of what each material likes 

keeps every piece at its best for longer. 

Knowing which foundation a piece is built on also tells you roughly 

how long to expect it to last. An elastic bracelet is a cheerful, everyday 

piece that you will happily restring from time to time, while a well 

finished woven or wired piece can last for many years with only gentle 
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care. Neither is better than the other. They simply ask for slightly 

different expectations. 

Troubleshooting at a glance 

When something is not quite right, this quick table points you to the 

likely cause and a first thing to try. Most small problems have a simple 

answer, and a calm glance here is usually all it takes to set a piece right 

again. 

Problem Likely cause and what to try 

Knot keeps slipping Thread too slippery, or knot tied as a granny. 

Add a wrap, tie a second knot on top, and seal 

with a touch of glue. 

Bracelet curls or 

stiffens 
Tension too tight. Remake with a slightly looser 

hand so the beads sit close but not strained. 

Piece feels floppy with 

gaps 
Tension too loose. Restring a little firmer so no 

bare thread shows between the beads. 

Elastic has broken Elastic has worn out. Restring on fresh cord 

with a surgeon’s knot and a second knot on top. 

Charm spins or hangs 

sideways 
Loop or jump ring loosened or twisted. Close the 

ring, straighten the loop, or switch to a wrapped 

loop. 

Tail keeps poking out Tail not woven in. Weave it back through several 

beads, turn a corner, then trim flush. 

Ring is too tight Remake with one extra repeat for a kinder, more 

comfortable fit. 

Clasp will not stay 

closed 
Jump ring open, or clasp worn. Close the ring 

fully, or replace the clasp with a new one. 

A final word 

With beads, nothing is ever truly wasted. A piece that breaks can be 

repaired. A piece that tires can be restrung on fresh thread. A design 

that no longer suits you can be taken apart with care, and its beads can 

begin again as something entirely new. 
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That is the quiet reassurance at the heart of this craft. The skills in this 

handbook are not only about making pieces last. They are about 

knowing that whatever happens, you can always make it right again. 

Keep this book near your beads, return to it whenever you need it, and 

finish every piece with the calm confidence that it can be cared for, 

mended, and loved for years to come. 


