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Why Plumbing Matters

Plumbing leaks are more than just minor nuisances; they can lead to
significant damage, health hazards, and costly repairs if left unaddressed. From
hidden mold growth to compromised structural integrity, the dangers of
plumbing leaks often go unnoticed until they escalate into serious issues.

1. Structural Damage

One of the most concerning dangers of
plumbing leaks is the structural damage
they can cause to a home. Water seeps
through walls, floors, and ceilings, often
causing warping, sagging, and decay. In
severe cases, leaks can even lead to the
collapse of ceilings or compromise the
stability of walls, making the property
unsafe.

2. Mold and Mildew Growth

Mold and mildew thrive in damp
environments, making plumbing leaks an
ideal catalyst for their growth. When water
leaks into areas with poor ventilation, like
behind walls or under floors, it creates the
perfect environment for mold to flourish.
Mold exposure can lead to health problems,
especially respiratory issues, as mold spores
are easily inhaled.

3. Pest Infestations

Water leaks create an ideal environment for
pests. Damp and dark areas, such as those
created by plumbing leaks, attract insects
like cockroaches, ants, and termites.
Rodents are also drawn to areas with
consistent water sources, as they rely on
water for survival just as much as food.
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4. Potential for Electrical Hazards
Water and electricity are a
dangerous combination, and
plumbing leaks can create serious
electrical hazards. If water from a
leak reaches electrical wiring,
outlets, or appliances, it poses a
significant risk of electrical shock or
fire. Leaks in walls near electrical
outlets, or in ceilings above lighting
fixtures, are particularly hazardous.

5. Foundation Damage
For homes with slab foundations, plumbing ; - CAUSES OF
leaks under the slab can lead to foundation FOUNDATION
damage. This type of leak, often called a slab ' » DAMAGE
leak, occurs when water pipes beneath the [l B
foundation crack or burst. Over time, this
can cause soil shifting and lead to
foundation cracks, uneven floors, and
structural instability.

Indoor air quality: 6. Health Risks Due to Poor Air
The hidden threats Quality

I As mold, mildew, and bacteria

L p Q) proliferate in areas with leaks, they

L}ﬂ release spores and other allergens

Humidity VOCs Stale air

into the air. The result is poor

%@ % h indoor air quality, which can affect

Holid  EclEn g B all household members, especially
B;%o @ @1 S those with asthma, allergies, or

viruses

odours Porspiaton o compromised immune systems.

Humidity Dryness

YXXX o



