
Sustainable Toy Buying: Step-by-Step Checklist 
Follow	these	steps	in	order	when	choosing	toys	for	your	pet.	Each	step																																
includes	a	simple	explanation	of	why	it	matters.	

Step 1 — Check the material 
☐	The	toy	is	made	from	durable	materials	(e.g.,	thick	rubber,	strong	fabric,	recycled	plastic).	

Why	it	matters:	Stronger	materials	last	longer	and	create	less	waste.	

☐	The	toy	avoids	toxic	coatings,	strong	chemical	smells,	or	unclear	material	labels.	

Why	it	matters:	Harmful	chemicals	can	affect	pet	health	and	the	environment.	

☐	Natural	fibres	or	recycled	materials	are	used	where	possible.	

Why	it	matters:	These	reduce	reliance	on	new	plastic	and	lower	pollution.	

Step 2 — Look for durability and repairability 
☐	The	toy	can	withstand	chewing	and	regular	use.	

Why	it	matters:	Longer-lasting	toys	reduce	frequent	replacement.	

☐	Parts	can	be	repaired,	stitched,	or	replaced	instead	of	thrown	away.	

Why	it	matters:	Repairing	extends	product	life	and	reduces	waste.	

☐	The	toy	has	a	longer	expected	lifespan.	

Why	it	matters:	Fewer	replacements	=	less	environmental	impact.	

Step 3 — Assess the packaging 
☐	The	packaging	is	minimal.	

Why	it	matters:	Less	packaging	means	less	waste.	

☐	The	packaging	is	recyclable	or	made	from	recycled	materials.	

Why	it	matters:	Recycled	materials	reduce	landfill	pressure.	

☐	The	packaging	avoids	excessive	plastic	layers.	

Why	it	matters:	Extra	plastic	increases	pollution.	

Step 4 — Avoid overbuying 
☐	My	pet	does	not	already	have	many	similar	toys.	



Why	it	matters:	Buying	only	what	is	needed	prevents	waste.	

☐	I	am	buying	this	toy	because	it	is	useful,	not	just	because	it	looks	cute.	

Why	it	matters:	Impulse	buying	leads	to	unnecessary	consumption.	

Step 5 — Check hygiene and safety 
☐	The	toy	can	be	cleaned	easily.	

Why	it	matters:	Clean	toys	last	longer	and	protect	pet	health.	

☐	There	are	no	small	parts	that	could	be	swallowed.	

Why	it	matters:	This	prevents	choking	and	health	risks.	

Step 6 — Think about end-of-life 
☐	The	toy	can	be	reused,	donated,	or	repurposed.	

Why	it	matters:	Reuse	reduces	environmental	impact.	

☐	Disposal	is	the	last	option.	

Why	it	matters:	Throwing	away	should	be	the	final	choice.	

Final Tip 
Buying	fewer,	better-quality	toys	is	often	more	sustainable	than	buying	many	cheap	ones.		


