
 

 

S03 EP3: Executive Summary | Truth to Impact  

Featured Guest: Lina Osman, Managing Director & Head of Sustainable Finance 
(Standard Chartered)a 

Theme: Bridging the Gap: Financing the Net-Zero Transition 

 

Overview 

This episode features Lina Osman discussing the critical shift from traditional banking to 
Sustainable Finance. The conversation centers on how financial institutions can move 
beyond simple ESG compliance to actively "greening" the economy—specifically by 
making the "unbankable" bankable through innovative capital structures and transition 
finance. 

 

Key Strategic Takeaways 

●​ The Transition Finance Imperative: It is not enough to simply fund "green" 
projects (solar/wind); the real impact lies in financing the decarbonization of 
"hard-to-abate" sectors (steel, shipping, cement). 

●​ Blended Finance Models: To address the perceived risk in emerging markets, 
banks must leverage "Blended Finance"—using catalytic capital from development 
banks to de-risk projects for private investors. 

●​ The Credibility Gap: In a market wary of "greenwashing," data-driven 
transparency and adherence to science-based targets are the only ways to 
maintain institutional integrity. 

●​ The "Human" Side of Finance: Sustainable finance is not just about carbon; it’s 
about the Just Transition—ensuring that the shift to a green economy does not 
leave developing communities behind economically. 
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Actionable Insights 

1.​ Look Beyond the 'Green' Label: Seek opportunities in "transitioning" assets 
rather than just "pure green" ones to achieve higher systemic impact. 

2.​ Standardization is Key: Adopt global reporting standards to ensure sustainability 
metrics are as rigorous as financial P&L. 

3.​ Collaborative Ecosystems: Success in sustainable finance requires a "tripartite" 
approach: Policy makers, private capital, and technology providers. 
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