


When Spouses Grow at Different Spiritual Speeds
The Story

They once prayed the same prayers.
Or at least, they thought they did.

Over time, something shifted.

One began to soften—to listen more closely, to ask deeper questions, to feel God stirring in
quiet moments. Faith became less about answers and more about meaning.

The other grew tired.
Doubt crept in—not as rebellion, but as fatigue. Questions felt heavy. Silence felt safer than
searching.

At the table, one lingered in reflection.
The other looked away—not in rejection, but in weariness.

They still loved each other.
Still shared laughter, routines, responsibilities.

But spiritually, they were walking at different speeds.

And both were afraid to name it.



Reflection
Loving someone who is changing differently than you are can be deeply unsettling.
You may fear:

e drifting apart

e becoming unrecognizable to one another

e losing the shared ground that once felt solid

This pain does not come from lack of faith or love.
It comes from loving deeply while growing unevenly.

And it often carries silence—because no one wants to hurt the other by speaking too soon
or too much.



Why Love Matters Here

Love is tested not when partners agree—but when they wait for one another with patience.

True love does not demand synchronization.
It allows difference without abandonment.

Here, love matters because it reminds couples that:
e unity does not require uniformity
e growth is not a competition
e and faith cannot be rushed without harm

Love holds space.
It trusts timing.
It stays.



The Gospel Reflection — Jesus as Guide and Model
Jesus never forced readiness.

He spoke to fishermen in parables.
He reasoned with scholars.

He welcomed skeptics.

He comforted mourners.

He did not walk faster than hearts could follow.

When disciples misunderstood Him, He taught again.
When they doubted, He stayed.
When they failed, He restored.

Jesus shows us that love walks at the pace of the slowest heart—without abandoning
the path.

Faith grows best where patience lives.



God’s Love Above All

God does not compare journeys. He does not measure faith by speed or certainty.
He tends each soul individually—with wisdom, mercy, and perfect timing.

Within marriage, this means no one is left behind. God works in both hearts—sometimes
loudly, sometimes quietly.

Silence is not absence.
Waiting is not stagnation.

God’s love holds all seasons.

A Gentle Invitation — How We Can Do Better

This is not a call to convince.
Itis a call to trust.

We can begin by:

e practicing spiritual humility instead of superiority

e sharing faith through example, not pressure

e respecting silence as much as prayer
Sometimes the most faithful act is simply to love well while God works unseen.
The Spirit of Truth reminds spouses gently:

Growth is not uniform, but love can remain united.



Self-Reflection
Take a quiet moment to reflect:
e Where am | growing—and where am | afraid my partner is not?
e Have | mistaken silence for resistance?
e Dolallow God to work in my spouse’s timing, not my own?
e How can | love without pushing or retreating?

These questions are not meant to divide—but to soften the heart.

Closing Prayer

God.of.patience.and.wisdom?
You.see.every.season.of.our faith;

Teach.us.to.walk.together.even.when.our.steps.differ;
Help.us.to.love.without.fear?to.trust.without.control?
and.to.wait.without.withdrawing;

May.our.marriage.be.a.place.where faith.is.honored.in.all.its.forms—
spoken.and.unspoken?strong.and.searching;

Jesus?gentle.Teacher?
stay.with.us.as.we.learn.to.grow.together.in.love;

So.Be.ltj



