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[bookmark: _xq3dikkgnuyp]SERMON # 2 TITLE: “The Wall of Fear”
Series: Breaking Down the Walls We Surround Ourselves With
 Theme: Fear builds walls that imprison us, but faith in God tears them down.
[bookmark: _sxego7y2vbub]INTRODUCTION
Fear is one of the strongest bricks we use to build walls around our hearts.
· Fear of failure
· Fear of rejection
· Fear of the future
· Fear of loss
These fears don’t just visit us—they construct barriers that keep us from trusting God fully.
Key Thought:
 What we fear the most often reveals where we trust God the least.
[bookmark: _f34os3s4r7ja]I. FEAR BUILDS WALLS THAT IMPRISON US
[bookmark: _4x0xe14k7w77]Scripture
· 2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”
· Proverbs 29:25 – “The fear of man brings a snare...”
· Hebrews 2:15 – “…who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”
[bookmark: _ma7j60887lx1]Explanation
Fear was never meant to rule us—it enslaves us.
· Fear limits obedience
· Fear silences calling
· Fear distorts identity
Instead of protecting us, fear traps us behind invisible walls.
[bookmark: _k69j37o2bo8m]Illustration:
A person locked in a prison cell finds the door has been unlocked for years—but they never tried it because they were afraid of what was outside.
Many believers are spiritually free—but emotionally imprisoned by fear.
[bookmark: _hvywujkumcoq]Quote
“Fear is the opposite of faith; it is unbelief in disguise.” – Oswald Chambers
[bookmark: _eqfr3v7o3bw9]II. FEAR DISTORTS OUR VIEW OF GOD
[bookmark: _andzuwe2u7yz]Scripture
· Genesis 3:8–10 – Adam hides from God after sin
· Psalm 56:3–4 – “When I am afraid, I put my trust in You.”
· Matthew 14:30–31 – Peter sinks when he focuses on the wind
[bookmark: _1eqsl8qrnh7o]Explanation
Fear changes how we see God:
· We see Him as distant instead of present
· Silent instead of speaking
· Unfaithful instead of trustworthy
Fear magnifies problems and minimizes God.
[bookmark: _xyfat074jg5l]Illustration:
Looking through a magnifying glass:
· Small problems appear huge
· Everything else fades into the background
Fear acts like a spiritual magnifier—it enlarges storms and shrinks our Savior.
[bookmark: _tgmy4ly0o7js]Quote
“To fear God is not to be afraid of Him, but to be afraid of being apart from Him.” – R. C. Sproul
[bookmark: _v4c008n8quk7]III. GOD CALLS US TO TEAR DOWN THE WALL OF FEAR
[bookmark: _rz935pxnqhib]Scripture
· Isaiah 41:10 – “Fear not, for I am with you…”
· Joshua 1:9 – “Be strong and courageous…”
· 1 John 4:18 – “Perfect love casts out fear.”
[bookmark: _3k50e2eq4gjo]Explanation
God doesn’t just tell us not to fear—He gives us reasons not to fear:
· His presence
· His promises
· His power
· His eternal love
Fear cannot stand where faith is exercised.
[bookmark: _wslf36ya6r1x]Illustration: (Biblical)
The walls of Jericho (Joshua 6)
Just as God brought down literal walls, He can bring down internal walls of fear.
· The people didn’t fight with weapons
· They trusted and obeyed
· They celebrated in victory
Your wall may not fall through force—but through faith.
[bookmark: _vhw1mpk8o3iq]Quote
“Faith is deliberate confidence in the character of God whose ways you may not understand at the time.” – A. W. Tozer
[bookmark: _70ar45h6gzuh]IV. HOW DO WE BREAK DOWN THE WALL OF FEAR?
[bookmark: _axtec0p8vjqb]1. Replace Fear with Truth
· John 8:32 – “The truth will set you free.”
· Psalm 46:1-3 - “God is our refuge and strength, an everpresent help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way and the mountains fall in the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.”
· 1 John 4:18
· Isaiah 41:13
Fear thrives in lies:
· “I’m not enough”
· “God won’t come through”
· “I’ll never change”
· I’m not worthy
Truth demolishes those lies.
[bookmark: _3bclur8i5vv6]2. Walk by Faith, Not Feelings
· 2 Corinthians 5:7 – “We walk by faith, not by sight.”
Feelings say:
· “Stay safe”
 Faith says:
· “Trust God”
[bookmark: _ii12a3k3yi3j]3. Step Out in Obedience
· Exodus 14:15–16 – God tells Moses to move forward
Fear says “wait”
 God often says “go”
Walls fall when we move forward despite fear.
[bookmark: _csbjjha6bhmg]4. Rest in God’s Love
· Romans 8:38–39
Fear says: “What if…”
 Love says: “Even if…”
[bookmark: _pmdxd5wrvjhd]POWERFUL CLOSING ILLUSTRATION
A child is afraid of the dark and calls out to their father.
The father says, “Don’t worry, I’m right here.”
The child responds, “I know you’re here—but I want you closer.”
Fear doesn’t disappear because of information—it disappears because of presence.
God is not shouting from a distance—
 He is near, present, and with you in the dark.
[bookmark: _5dy795el3ejk]CLOSING CHALLENGE
Ask your congregation:
· What fear has built a wall in your life?
· What step of faith have you been avoiding?
· What would your life look like if that wall came down?
[bookmark: _fvmrsqsxq8pn]FINAL SCRIPTURE DECLARATION
· Psalm 27:1 – “The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?”
[bookmark: _bwnvtdvbxlhk]ALTAR / RESPONSE MOMENT
Invite people to:
· Surrender their fears to God
· Name the wall
· Take a step of faith this week
Pastoral Prayer:
Help  me today Father to really focus on the fears that are entangling me and keep me falling short of being fearless. I want to be an overcomer and victorious in my Christian living and testimony.

