[bookmark: _5j9nltny38ae]Sermon Series: Walls We Build Around Ourselves
[bookmark: _3g6hyanu2zhe]Sermon #1: “The Wall of Pride”					04/26/2026
[bookmark: _lofybiak9oc]Opening Scripture
Proverbs 16:18
 “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
[bookmark: _fdjfr6w75y27]Introduction
Every one of us has built walls.
Not physical walls—but emotional, spiritual, relational walls.
 We build them to protect ourselves… to hide… to control… to appear strong.
But what starts as protection often becomes prison.
And one of the strongest, most dangerous walls we ever build…
 is the wall of pride.
Pride doesn’t just separate us from people—
It separates us from God.

[bookmark: _5psc8tpb3dzq]I. Pride Builds the First Wall Between Us and God
[bookmark: _9el2xzfo6e37]Isaiah 14:12–15
This passage describes the fall of Lucifer—a created being who had everything… yet wanted more.
· “I will ascend…”
· “I will exalt my throne…”
· “I will be like the Most High…”
Pride says: “I don’t need God—I can take His place.”
[bookmark: _kneu9qganvrm]Historical/Theological Insight
Early church fathers saw pride as the original sin.
· Augustine of Hippo taught that pride is “the beginning of all sin.”
Pride didn’t just create rebellion—it created separation.
[bookmark: _z0brqb3vs6tz]Illustration
Imagine a man building a wall brick by brick.
Each brick is labeled:
· “I’ve got this”
· “I don’t need help”
· “I’m better than that”
· “I’ll do it my way”
Eventually, the wall is so high… he can’t even see God anymore.

[bookmark: _xpcer4ge4foa]II. Pride Blinds Us to Our True Condition
[bookmark: _ssleeynpv0my]Luke 18:9–14 — Pharisee and Tax Collector
· The Pharisee stands tall, confident, religious.
· The tax collector stands broken, humble, aware of his need.
Jesus makes it clear:
The one who looked righteous… was not justified.
 The one who humbled himself… was.
[bookmark: _q2w42o9pkrgf]Key Truth
Pride doesn’t just make us wrong—
 it makes us unable to see that we are wrong.

[bookmark: _12j91g7b66nn]Quote
· C. S. Lewis:
 “Pride is the complete anti-God state of mind.”
[bookmark: _7gzzo373q8cz]Historical Example
The downfall of many leaders and empires can be traced to pride.
Consider King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4):
· He stood in his palace and said, “Is not this great Babylon that I have built…?”
· Immediately, God humbled him.
History repeatedly proves:
when pride rises high enough, the fall is inevitable.

[bookmark: _ks72u7cjfnf7]III. Pride Is a Wall That Blocks Grace
[bookmark: _rtirl5g9kwsk]James 4:6
“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
Let that sink in:
God doesn’t just ignore pride—
 He resists it.
The word “resist” means to set Himself against.
That means pride puts us in opposition… to God Himself.
[bookmark: _xh9mpqja6m9x]Quote
· John Stott:
 “Pride is your greatest enemy; humility is your greatest friend.”

[bookmark: _8ae9oaudw13s]Illustration
Think of rain falling on two landscapes:
· A mountain peak (pride) → water runs off
· A valley (humility) → water collects and nourishes
Grace flows to the low places… not the high ones.
[bookmark: _15anwk72q43l]IV. Pride Damages Our Relationships
[bookmark: _fkfm0ptr8uj]Proverbs 13:10
“By pride comes nothing but strife…”
Pride says:
· “I’m right.”
· “I won’t apologize.”
· “They should come to me.”
And relationships begin to fracture.
[bookmark: _psnckhx7fmb1]Real-Life Pattern
· Marriages break down
· Friendships dissolve
· Churches divide
Not always because of major sin…
 but because of unyielding pride.
[bookmark: _j9hpb7aa2ow1]Quote
· Andrew Murray:
 “Pride must die in you, or nothing of heaven can live in you.”
[bookmark: _w32zfa97xtgz]V. The Only Way to Tear Down the Wall Is Humility
[bookmark: _bn8zrnjf6io3]James 4:10
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”
Humility is not thinking less of yourself—
 it’s seeing yourself correctly before God.
[bookmark: _43k0wokn6etv]Biblical Contrast
· Pride says: “Look at me.”
· Humility says: “Look at God.”
[bookmark: _qak02tvfrbzr]Ultimate Example
Jesus Christ Himself:
[bookmark: _f7ru8urzfve]Philippians 2:5–8
He:
· Made Himself nothing
· Took the form of a servant
· Became obedient to death—even death on a cross
If anyone had the right to exalt Himself—it was Jesus.
Yet He chose humility.
[bookmark: _q1g9x3qwuyyt]Quote
· Timothy Keller:
 “The essence of gospel-humility is not thinking more of myself or less of myself, but thinking of myself less.”
[bookmark: _8hjhrxrcdvko]Closing Illustration
There’s an old story of a king who built a great wall around his city for protection.
It was tall, thick, and impenetrable.
But over time, something unexpected happened…
No enemies got in—but neither did help.
No trade. No relationships. No growth.
Eventually, the city began to die—not from attack…
 but from isolation.
[bookmark: _gelatfiuelg3]Final Application
Ask yourself honestly:
· Where has pride built a wall in my life?
· Is it between me and God?
· Is it in a relationship?
· Is it in my unwillingness to admit I need help?
[bookmark: _mhy8lquz1mpa]Final Scripture & Call
[bookmark: _kmpnki9d9q6t]Psalm 139:23–24
“Search me, O God, and know my heart… see if there is any wicked way in me…”
[bookmark: _2z5pbvw21jml]Altar / Response Moment
Pride says: “Stay where you are.”
 Humility says: “I need God.”
Today is the day to tear down the wall.
Not by force…
 but by surrender.
Prayer:
Hear our prayer Father, our earnest desire isn’t to build walls, it's to take them down according to your will and direction. Too often we attempt to make the call only to isolate ourselves more from you and those we are a part of. Resulting in disobedience and darkness infiltrating our souls and hearts. I want to be one with you and with my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord. At this very moment, show me what I need to do on my part and give me the courage and strength to act on this immediately. Not later today, right now in Jesus Christ name I pray, Amen.

